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“As long as | am in the world, | am the light of #ganworld. When He had thus spoken, He spat
on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and kl@ointed the eyes of the blind man with
the clay, and said unto him, Go, wash in the PoblSiloam (which is by interpretation,
Sent). He went his way therefore, and washed, aathe seeing.”
John 9:5-7.

OUR Savior had been dealing with the Jews andPtisisees, who had bitterly opposed, and even
taken up stones to cast at Him. He felt much mbh®me when He could fix His eyes upon poor neces-
sitous beings, and bless them with healing andagialv. It is the lot of some of us to be often antro-
versy with the carnal professors of the present dag it is a great relief to us to get away frdram
and their stones, and find out individual sinnensgd preach to them in the name of God the gospel,
which spiritually opens the eyes of the blind.

At the gate of the Temple sat a blind beggar, whust have been a notable character, for he was
possessed of remarkable shrewdness and motheffrarh having long been there he must have been
well known to all who regularly frequented the tdep@mnd to the wider circle of those who came from
far to the great yearly gatherings. This man cowt see Jesus, but, what was better, Jesus coaild se
him; and we read in the opening of the chapter, JAsus passed by, He saw a man which was blind
from his birth.” Many other blind men there werelsnael, but Jesus saw this man with a special leye.
think | see the Savior standing still, and lookisighim, taking stock of him, listening to his quain
speeches, noting what kind of man he is, and etigospecial interest in him. This morning there is
one in the Tabernacle who cannot see Jesus, fhaseo spiritual eyes, but | am convinced that my
Master is now looking at him, searching him fronathéo foot, and reading him with discerning eye. He
is considering what He will make of him by and fiyr, He has the great and gracious intent that Hie wi
take this sinner, who is spiritually like the blibeéggar, and enlighten him, and give him to belitikl
glory. | suppose that the blind beggar of the teri@rdly valued sight, for he had been blind fram h
birth. Those who have seen must greatly miss gie 6f day, but those who have never possessetl sigh
at all can hardly have an idea of what that sensst tme, and therefore it cannot be so great a\depri
tion to them. The person | am searching for attime has no idea of the joy of true religion, fa& has
no sense of spiritual life and light; he has neseen as yet, and therefore he does not know his own
misery in being blind. He has been blind from hidhd in all probability he is content to be sa, lie
does not know the delight which waits upon heaWlemined eye. Spiritual things to him are an un-
known region, of which he has no conception. Heeise at this time, yet he is not looking for satwat
nor desiring it, but Jesus knows the value of sigtg knows the glories which heavenly light would
bring home to the mind, and He will not be narroviredHis action by human ignorance, but will dis-
pense His bounty according to His own mind, whilarge as the boundless sea.

This beggar did not pray for sight, at leastsihot recorded that he did so. He was a beggagst
his trade to beg, but among all his petitions likndit ask for sight. Yet Jesus gave him sight. Kiyow
not that glorious declaration of free grace, “l found of them that sought me not”? Is it not a wamd
ful thing that Jesus does often come to those whgl# not for Him? He comes all of a sudden to them
in the sovereignty of His infinite compassion, defore they have begun to pray for the blessing, He
has bestowed it upon them. His free love preceldeis tesires for it. When they wake up to a con-
sciousness of the value of salvation they find thelies in possession of it, and so their first prayare
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mingled with praises. | am persuaded that theresame before me now who are like the man born
blind; they do not know what they want, they ar¢ yet aware of the value of the blessing, and conse
guently they have not sought it, but today theygamag to receive it.

There was this circumstance in favor of the bloedjgar that he was in the way where Jesus was
likely to go, for he was at the temple gate. Mefidl, you too are on hopeful ground at this timeytu
are found in the place where my Lord has often paad where He is very likely to come again. We
have prayed Him into this house hundreds of tirmad,we have done so this morning. He has been glo-
rified in this Tabernacle, and His friends havensdcomed Him, that here He delights to come. Oh tha
as Jesus passes by, He may stand still, and logkwwith eyes of infinite mercy!

What was our Lord doing? Truth to tell, He was emd divine compulsion; He said, “I must work
the works of Him that sent Me.” He was looking émt material to work upon—material in which the
works of God should be made manifest. Here wayeing man, prepared for Christ as clay is prepared
for the modeler. Let him receive his sight, andJaltusalem would see the work of the Lord, and even
dwellers in far-off lands would hear of it. Thigrd beggar was the very person the Savior was hgpki
for. My Master walks up and down these aisles, ldadinds a great many who can see, or who think
they can. These He passes by, for “the whole need physician.” But as He goes along He comes at
last to a poor dark creature, hopelessly, helpfdsighd from his birth, and He stops and says, $Tisi
the man; there is room for a miracle here.” It vereso, O Lord. In those empty sockets, or in those
withered eyeballs, there is space for healing pdeexxhibit itself; in that hard heart and stubbuwsiti
there is room for renewing grace. The necessitigheosinner are the opportunities of the Saviad a
you, poor, guilty, lost, and ruined sinner, you #@re raw material for Christ’'s grace to work upgau
are the very man His forgiving love is looking for.

You who cannot see spiritual things, you who selgr&now what heavenly sight can mean, and
hardly have a desire to know, you are the verygreia whom there is elbow room for omnipotent
grace, space and scope for the matchless skiluofSavior's love. My Lord stops and looks at you.
“This will do,” He says, “This is the kind of manwant; here | can work out My mission and life-
purpose. | am the light of the world, and with tderkness | will deal, removing it at once.” O Laket
sus, You are in the highest heaven now, and yeth&aw Your servants’ prayers from this poor earth.
Come into this tabernacle, and repeat the wondeYsur love! We do not ask You to open the natural
eyes of the blind, but we ask You to give spiritsight to the inly blind, understanding to the mgriand
salvation to the lost. Prove Yourself to be the 8bthe Highest by saying, “Let there be light.”€ge
poor blind ones do not pray to You, ¢ ask grace for them, and surely Your own heart pterivjou
to answer us. Come at this hour and bless thethetpraise of the glory of Your grace!

This case of the blind beggar is eminently indtveg¢ and therefore, let us get at it at once hia t
hope that while we are considering the model casanay see it repeated in spiritual form in ourshid
Holy Spirit, bless our discourse to that end.

l. First, in this man’s healing, and in the salvatadrevery chosen soul, we shall see THE GREAT
HEALER CONSPICUOQOUS. If any one among us shall dwersaved, the Savior will be made great
thereby. If we are pardoned we shall not be honbyethe forgiveness, but the royal hand which signe
and sealed the pardon shall be greatly extolleduifeyes are opened, we shall not be made fanoous f
sight, but He that opened our eyes will be madstitious by the cure. It was thus in this case,ragid-
ly so.

To begin with, in this man’s mind, as soon as éneereceived sighta man that was named Jesus”
came to the forefrontlesus was to him the most important person istextce. All that he knew of Him
at first was, that He was a man that was namedsJesd under that character Jesus filled the whole
horizon of his vision. He was more to him than thtsarned Pharisees, or than all his neighborsoput
gether. Jesus was exceeding great, for He had dgeseyes. By and by, fixing his mind upon thgt fi
ure, he saw more in it, and he declared, “He isoplmet.” He boldly said this when he was runningagr
risks by doing so. To their faces he told the caydPharisees “He is a prophet.” A little further lo:
came to this, that he believed Him to be the SoBad, and worshipped Him. Now, my dear friend, if
you are saved by Jesus, your star must set, bstdhef Jesus must rise and increase in brilliditicée
becomes no more a star, but a sun, making youratayflooding your whole soul with light. If we are
saved, Christ Jesus must and will have the gloiy. dfone on earth or in heaven can rival Jesufen
esteem of souls brought from darkness to lightjdHeverybody to them. Do you dislike this? Do you
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want a share of the spoils, a fragment of the @dBp your way and be blind, for your condition can
never be altered while you refuse to honor the @aWe that opens a man’s eyes deserves grateful
praises forevermore.

After this man had received sighis testimony was all of Jesult was Jesus that spat, it was Jesus
that made the clay, it was Jesus that anointedyas. So will it be in your mind with the gospelyolur
salvation; it will be “Jesus only.” It is Jesus whecame the surety of the covenant, Jesus who leecam
the atoning sacrifice. Jesus is the Priest, trerpaiser, the Mediator, and the Redeemer. We kneusJe
as Alpha, and Jesus as Omega. He is the firstHand the last. In your salvation there will bemgs-
take about it, and no mixture in it; you will hamething to say about man, or man’s merit, or man’s
will, but on the head which once was wounded withthorns, you will put all your crowns. Jesusitid
did it all, and He must be praised.

It is to be noted thahe authority of Jesus issued the saving commdhad, wash.” These were not
the words of Peter, or James, or John, but the svofdesus, and therefore the man obeyed them. The
gospel message, “Believe and live,” is not obeyégdu perceive that it is proclaimed by the supee
authority of King Jesus, the Savior. O sirs, Hd thids you believe is that same Lord who can ant wi
give you healing through your obedience to His candh Trust because He bids you. The warrant of
the gospel is the authority of Christ. Obey His coand, and you have obtained His salvation. The suc-
cess of the gospel command is produced by Himsihalte it. It is effectual because it comes fordmfr
His mouth. “Where the word of a king is, there esver,” and the gospel is the word of the great King
and therefore those who listen to it find it totbe power of God unto salvation.

This man, when he had received sight, attributedoist distinctly and undividedly to Jesus. He said
expressly, “He has opened my eyes.” Whenever heedet his testimony, whether to his neighbors or
to the Pharisees, there was no uncertain sound &bbe had been enlightened by Jesus, and by Jesu
alone, and to Him he gave all the glory, and he rigi in doing so.

Come, then, lend me your ears. Oh, you who waualdi lfght this morning, give me your thoughts at
this moment! Endeavor to realize that Jesus Clwriatliving and acting person. He is not dead; Hg h
risen long ago. Being alive, and exalted to thénésg heavens, He is clothed with infinite power and
majesty, and is mighty to save. In a spiritual widg, is among us still, working according to His-gra
cious nature. To us He is not an absent Christangleeping Christ, but He is doing still what He d
when He was on earth, only He now works in theitsir as once He worked in the physical world. He
iS now present to save, present to open the eydsgedpiritually blind, present to bless you to whb
speak.

Understand that He is looking upon you at this montnStanding in front of you, His shadow is now
falling upon you. He is considering your case. po@ praying? He is hearing. Has it scarcely gdiaso
as a prayer? Is it but a desire? He is readingdésite; as it passes like a shadow across theraashe
your soul He is thinking upon you. At this momerg I3 able to say the word that shall take the film
from your eyes, and let in the everlasting lightgodce. Do you believe this? If so, then cry to Him
“Lord, grant me to receive my sight.” He will hegou. Perhaps while 1 am speaking He will send the
light. To your intense delight you shall find yoeifsin a new world. Escaping from darkness, youlsha
enter into His marvelous light.

Realize, further, that the great change that yeedrin order to salvation is beyond all mortal powe
You cannot effect it yourself, nor can all “the fjn@ff men and angels joined” effect it for you.dtdven
beyond your own conception. As a carnal man, yonadnow what spiritual things are, and you can-
not fashion an idea of them. A dead man cannot kmbwat life is. Truly, if he could live again, he
would have some knowledge of life derived fromfoisner life, but as to you, it would be all noveida
strange, for you have never lived unto God. Yowunocartonceive what heavenly sight is, for you were
born blind. May the Lord do a new thing in you lsistmoment, and bring you into a new heaven and a
new earth, wherein dwells righteousness!

Remember that you must have this miracle workezshuymu. If the blind man had remained blind,
he might have continued a tolerably happy beggarséems to have had very considerable mental re-
sources, and he might have made his way in thedveariwell as others of the begging confraternityt B
you cannot be happy or safe unless the Lord Jesusomem eyes. There remains for you nothing but
the blackness of darkness forever, unless lighth fr@aven visits you. You must have Christ, or die.
Here is the blessedness of it, that at this morHenis still in the midst of us, able to save to theer-
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most, and willing now to repeat the miracles of Hiercy to those who will trust in Him to do so. |
think | can almost hear the prayer struggling imrybosom. Silent, and unclothed in words, it sits 0
your lips. Let it speak. Say, “Lord, open my eyeis tday.” He will do it! Blessed be His name! Hesha
come on purpose to open the eyes of the blind.

Il. Having spoken upon the great Healer, as He stasspccuous in the miracle, | would now con-
duct your thoughts, in the second place, to THEG@RE MEANS OBSERVABLE in the miracle. Je-
sus could have healed this man without means, ocddéld have healed Him by other means, but He
chose to work the cure in a manner which to alsagdl remain a grand sermon, an instructive parabl
of grace. He spat on the ground, and made clayeo$pittle, and He anointed the eyes of the bliad m
with the clay. This is a picture of the gospel.

It meets with many modern criticisms. In the fipptice, the mode of cusems very eccentri§pat
and made clay with the spittle and the dust! Véenguar! Very odd! Thus odd and singular is the-gos
pel in the judgment of the worldly-wise. “Why,” sagne, “it seems such a strange thing that weoare t
be saved by believing.” Men think it so odd thdtlyfother ways are invented straightway! Though the
new methods are not one of them worth describiegeyerybody seems to think that the old-fashioned
way of “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” might Bdeen greatly improved upon. The way of justifica-
tion by faith is peculiarly open to criticism, argdabout the last that this wise world would hagkest-
ed. Yet, eccentric as it may seem for Christ td hath spittle and dust, it was the best and wisesy
for His purpose. Suppose instead thereof He hadijguhands into His pocket and had taken out a gold
or ivory box, and out of this box He had takent#elicrystal bottle? Suppose He had taken outtibe- s
per, and then had poured a drop on each of thasé bjes, and they had been opened, what would
have been the result? Everybody would have saidatvd wonderful medicine! | wonder what it was!
How was it compounded? Who wrote the prescriptiBefhaps He found the charm in the writings of
Solomon, and so He learned to distil the matchliesps.” Thus you see the attention would have been
fixed on the means used, and the cure would haee ascribed to the medicine rather than to God. Our
Savior used no such rare oils or choice spirits sbuply spat and made clay of the spittle, forkAew
that nobody would say, “The spittle did it,” or fMas the clay that did it.” No, if our Lord seenoshte
eccentric in the choice of means, yet is He emiggntdent. The gospel of our Lord Jesus—and there
is but one—is the wisdom of God, however singulanay seem in the judgment of the worldly wise. It
may be thought strange, but it is the sum of afidem, and those who try it find it to be so. It \bbe
impossible to improve upon it. Its adaptation tonfaacase is marvelous; its suitability to its desig
matchless. It blesses man, while it gives all gkorgsod. No one makes the gospel a rival to Chist,
in every case by the gospel the power which blessssis manifested as the power of God.

In the next place, the means may appear to sifaesive to the tast©h, | think | see some of the
fine gentry! How they turn up their noses as thegdr, “He spat™ “He spat on the ground, and made
clay of the spittle™ It turns the stomachs of teakelicate ones! So is it with the gospel. The Agabo
go delicately do not like it. How the men of “cukl sneer at the gospel for which our fathers died!
Hear how they decry the ever-blessed word of olvatan. They say that it is only fit for old women
and idiots, and such fossils of the past ageseapribacher who is now addressing you. We are all fo
except these men of progress, and our gospelgsistiag to them. Yes, but stop a minute, and disgus
may cease. In the miracle before us, the means ossdef was spit; but from whose mouth? It was the
mouth of Jesus, which is most sweet. No fragrarfupee, made of the rarest spices, can ever egaal th
spittle of that divine mouth of His! Clay! Whatitfis clay? Clay made by the spittle of the mouthhe
Son of God is more precious than “the terrible t&lysor the rarest powders of the merchant. TIsus i
with my Master’'s gospel; it is offensive to thosbanvare proud of themselves; it is offensive to ahrn
reason, to the idiotic self-complacency of those@wdonsidering themselves to be wise, have become
otherwise, but to you that believe He is precidwsy precious no tongue can tell—

“What if we trace the globe around,

And search from Britain to Japan,

There shall be no religion found

So just to God, so safe for man.”
The gospel is still to the Jews a stumbling blcamkd to the Greeks foolishness, but unto us who are
saved it is “Christ the power of God, and the wimdaf God.”
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It is further objected that the Lord healed thianmn sucha commonplace wayfo spit and make
clay of the spittle, why, anybody could do that! Yot have used an imposing ceremonial? Why not
practice an eclectic method? If it had been onthefdoctors of the age, he would have made a great
performance of it. His prescription would have beeneat for learned men. Did you ever read Culpep-
per’s “Herbal™? | hope you have never taken anthefmedicine which that learned herbalist pressribe
In one mess you will find a dozen articles, each ohthem monstrous, and in many a prescription you
will find a score or more of herbs most curioustyrpounded. Such were the prescriptions of stili-ear
er times. If they did no good, they did at leaswitger the patient. And now today what is the neagsg
pel that is proposed to us? It is the gospel ofttica.” Culture! This, of course, is the monopolyonr
superiors. It is only to be enjoyed by very refipgsons, who have been to college, and who casry i
side of them a whole university, library and alheTgospel, which is made to be plain enough for-way
faring men, is for that reason despised. That J&usst came into the world to save sinners is too
commonplace a teaching. That He bore our sins $noMin body on the tree is rejected as an outrageous
dogma, unfit for this intelligent age! Oh yes, waokv the men and their contemptuous leer. Yet com-
monplace as our Lord’s medicine was, it was unid\lethe philosophers of Greece, and all the wise
and rich men of Rome, could not have compoundethanaram of this healing application. Only the
Christ possessed that matchless spit; only Hisefimgould make that special clay. Even thus, if the
gospel should seem commonplace, it is to be remedlibat there is not another like it! Tell me, you
that are wise, can you find anything that will beamparison with it? Christ in the sinner’s steadde
sin for us that we might be made the righteousné&&d in Him; can you match this? Jesus redeeming
His people from the slavery of sin; you may cadl inercantile atonement, if you please, and graekol
in the face in your rage at the substitutionaryifiae, but you cannot equal it. The more abundamir
ridicule of the gospel, the more shall we clingti@and the better shall we love it, for the vepjttée of
Christ’'s mouth is dearer to us than the deepesigtts of your most profound philosophers.

| think | hear another objector say that the reyneds quite inadequateClay made out of spittle
would be positively inert, and could exercise nalimg power upon a blind eye. Just so, we are pre-
pared to hear all this. The clay alone has noafficbut when Jesus uses it, it will answer Higppse.
The man, after he had washed the clay into the, paohe seeing. The gospel may appear as if it could
not renew the heart and save from evil. To believthe Lord Jesus Christ seems an unlikely means of
producing holiness. Men ask, “What can evangeficahching do to put down sin?” We point to those
who were once dead in sin, who are made alive itly, fand thus we prove the efficacy of the gospel b
facts. “Oh,” they say, “can faith transform the @der? Can belief subdue the will? Can trust cohdu
the mind to a high and elevated life?” It doesaa] though in theory it appears inadequate, yet as
matter of fact it has made men into new creatwed,has turned sinners into saints.

Another wise gentleman judges that clay upon ttes evould even bimjurious. “To stick clay over
a man’s eyes would not make him see, it would adztheer impediment to the light.” So have | even
heard it said, that to preach salvation by faithgainst good morals, and may even encourage men in
evil. Blind bats as they are, can they not sedq, ttiea case is the very reverse? How frequentlyhey t
gospel are harlots made chaste, thieves made halmeeks made sober! By this very gospel of faith
which they say is against good morals the bestarfia are produced. Why, in the next breath they de
nounce believers as Puritans, too precise andoesidy half. Nothing creates so many good works as
that gospel which tells us that salvation is notvofks, but of the grace of God.

Another objector declares that our Lord’s way ofecwasopposed to the lawHere is this “man
named Jesus” actually making clay or brick-earthtenSabbath. Was not this a shocking infringement
of the law? It is insinuated that our gospel otifan Jesus makes men think lightly of the law. We
preach against the idea of merit, and we say tbat gvorks cannot save men, and therefore we are
charged with lowering the dignity of the law. Tlgsnot true, for our gospel establishes the lawfasd
ters true obedience. When the Savior said, “Gohwamnd the blind man went and washed, the Lord
Jesus had taught him obedience, even the bestdfiited—namely, the obedience of faith. Even so,
though we are apparently in conflict with the lawem we declare that by the works of the law shall n
flesh living be justified, yet we establish the |dar faith brings with it the principle and maimsp of
obedience. To trust God is the very essence ofiebeel. He that believes in Jesus has taken the firs
step in the great lesson of obeying God in allghinfo see how Jesus suffered the law’s penalty, an
how He honored the law for us, is to see that winelkes the law most glorious in our esteem.
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So, | would say in leaving this point; do not duliat the gospel. We sometimes tell servantsithat
is never wise to quarrel with their bread and buttevould earnestly say to every anxious spirit: ot
qguarrel with the gospel of salvation. If you areaimight state of mind as to your condition, | annes
you will not. When | found the Lord | was drivertansuch a corner, that whatever salvation mighthav
been, | would have had it on God'’s terms withoqgtastion. If you are the man that | am looking for,
you want to receive spiritual sight, you will make conditions with Jesus, you will not ask for a&-pe
fumed ointment for your eyes, but you will gladlgcapt an anointing with clay from your Savior’s
hands. Whatever the Lord prescribes as the wawleatson you will joyfully accept. In that cheerful
acceptance lies a great part of the salvatiort,iteelyour will is now at one with God.

Let us pray the Holy Spirit to reveal to our heate gospel, and to make us love it, receivend, a
prove its power.

lIl. 1 would now lead you a step further. THE PLAIN COMMD IS MOST NOTEWORTHY.
Our Lord said to His patient, “Go, wash in the poblSiloam.” The man could not see, but he could
hear. Salvation comes to us, not by sight of cereesp but by hearing the word of God. The ears are
the best friends the sinner has remaining to hims. by Ear-gate that the Prince Immanuel comeasgid
into Mansoul in triumph. “Hear, and your soul shaié.”

The command wasxceedingly specific*Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.” So is the gospeteed-
ingly specific—“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christdayou shall be saved.” It is not: Do this or that
work, but believe! It is not: Believe in a priest,in any human being, but in Jesus. If this maoh $&d,

“I will wash in Jordan, for it was there that Naamlast his leprosy,” his washing would have beegus
less. It was a little, insignificant affair, thabvq of Siloam, whose waters flowed softly; why mhstgo
there? He did not ask for reasons, but he at obegeal, and in obeying he found the blessing. My-hea
er, you have to believe in the Lord Jesus Chrisdl, you shall be saved. There are not twenty thiags
be done, but only this one. The very longest fofrthe gospel runs thus, “He that believes and & ba
tized shall be saved,” the faith is to be openlyfessed by obedience to the Lord’s prescribed sapti
but the first matter is the faith. “He that believan Him has everlasting life.” This is very spitiiYou
can make no mistake in the matter.

It was alsantensely simple“Go, wash in the pool.” Go to the pool, and wésé clay into it. Any
boy can wash his eyes. The task was simplicityfitS® is the gospel as plain as a walking stickuY
have not to perform twenty genuflections or posiysi each one peculiar, nor have you to go to $choo
to learn a dozen languages, each one more diffilcait the other. No, the saving deed is one and sim
ple. “Believe and live.” Trust, trust Christ; ralypon Him, rest in Him. Accept His work upon thesso
as the atonement for your sin, His righteousnesgas acceptance before God, His person as the de-
light of your soul.

But the command was alsbistinctly personal “Go, wash.” He might not send a neighbor or a
friend. His parents could not go for him. It wolldve been idle for him to have said, “I will prayoat
it.” No, he must go, and himself wash in the p&u, too, the sinner must himself believe in Jesigar
me, dear friend; only your own faith will answeethurpose, your own eyes need opening, and there-
fore you must yourself go and wash in the poolbedience to Jesus. You must personally believe unto
eternal life. You get into the notion, some of ythat you may sit still and hope that God will syoe!.
| have no authority to encourage you in such alliebs inactivity. Jesus bids you go and wash aow h
dare you sit still? When the father comes to rezéig prodigal child he finds him on the road. Hesw
yet a great way off when his father saw him, bstface was turned in the right direction, and he wa
making the best of his way to the father's house shiys to you, “Awake, you that sleep, and arise fr
the dead and Christ shall give you light.” Up wyibu, Man! Up with you! The pool of Siloam will not
come to you, you must go to it. The waters will te@tp out of their bed and wash your eyes, but you
must stoop to them, and wash in the pool untildlag is gone and you see. It is a very personaicdir
tion; mind that you treat it so.

It was a direction whiclnvolved obedience to Christvhy must | go there, and wash there? Be-
cause He tells you. If you want Jesus to save you,must do as He bids you. You must take Jesus to
be your Lord if you take Him to be your Savior. Déa&art, yield to Jesus Christ this morning. Never
servant had such a Master. You may well bow downhkass those dear feet which were nailed to the
cross for you. Yield yourselves to the rule of 3eationce. The act of faith is the more accepthble
cause it is the heart’'s obedience to Jesus. SubrHIM by faith, | beseech you.
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The command was for the time presdeisus did not say, “Go, wash in the pool tomoyromin a
month’s time.” If the beggar had been blind inwgrds well as outwardly, he might have said, “My
blindness brings me in money. | will make a litth@re as a blind beggar, and then | will have myseye
opened.” He valued sight too much to delay. Haddlayed, he would have remained blind till Dooms-
day! If any of you think it would be inconveniemt be converted at once, | have no hope of younl ca
preach to you no salvation but a present one. Hwe, will not be saved today, will not be likely te b
saved at all. Go, blind beggar, go and be blindver unless you will have sight today. It may bewn
or never” with you. Today is the day of salvatitmmorrow is but the devil’'s net. You will be hopste
ly lost if you continue to delay.

The command in the blind man’s case was very notigsw—“Go, wash,” and so is the spiritual
command which is its parallel, “Believe in the Lalesus.” O souls, hear the word which bids you trus
the Savior. He cries, “Look unto Me, and be youeskall the ends of the earth.” Oh, may God help yo
to do so at this very instant! Will you not? Bled<&pirit, lead them to do so, for Jesus’ sake!

I\V. 1 come, in the close of the discourse, to invite y@ see THE DELIGHTFUL RESULT CERTI-
FIED. I think | see this man, attended by his nbais, going to Siloam. They had seen Jesus place th
clay upon the man’s eyes, and they had heard Hyni'&® to Siloam.” They volunteer to go, and act as
guides to the blind. Curiosity inspires them. Hactees the pool. He goes down the steps. He is tose
the water. He stoops his head. He washes his @jtegt will come of it? The clay is gone, but whateel
has happened? Suddenly the man lifts up his fadecaes, “I see! | see!” What a shout went up from
them all. “What a wonder! What a marvel! HosannkdsBed be God!” The man cries, “It is true, | have
washed, and | can see!”

This man could see at ondde washed, and his blindness was gone. Eteffieaislireceived in a
moment. It does not take the tick of a clock tdifus sinner. O soul, the moment you believe, fiane
passed from death to life. Quick as a flash ofthgig the effectual change is worked, the eterifial |
enters and casts out death. Oh, that the Lord wweal# salvation now! This man could see at once. We
read of another blind man that he first saw metrees walking, and only after a time saw every man
clearly, but this man saw clearly at once. Oh tltat who hear me this day would believe, and live at
once!

This man knew that he could séfe had no question about that, for he said, “@ireg | know, that,
whereas | was blind, now | see.” Possibly someaf gave been decent people all your lives, and yet
you do not know whether you are saved or not. Thigoor religion. Cold comfort! Saved, and not
know it! Surely it must be as lean a salvationrest than’s breakfast when he did not know whether he
had eaten it or not. The salvation which comesaghfin the Lord Jesus Christ is conscious salwmatio
Your eyes shall be so opened that you shall nodoggestion whether you can see. He could see, and
he knew that he could see. Oh, that you would elie Jesus, and know that you have believed and ar
saved! Oh, that you might get into a new world, anter upon a new state of things altogether! May
that, which was totally unknown to you before, bade known to you at this hour by Almighty grace.

And other people perceived that he could.sEleey could not make it out. Some said, “Thises’h
but others would only say, “It is like him.” A mavith opened eyes is very different from the sama ma
when he is blind. If we were to take any friend km®w who has no eyes, and suddenly eyes were to be
placed in his countenance, we should probablyliilscexpression so altered that we should hardhkthi
him the same person, and therefore the cautioghibers only said, “He is like him.” Yet they werk a
of them sure he could see. None of the Phariseggcsaim, “Are you sure you can see?” Those twin-
kling eyes of his, so full of fun and wit, and sasm, were proofs most plain that he could see.YAiuir
friends at home will know that you are converted i§ really so; they will hardly need telling,e will
find it out. The very way you eat your dinner vghow it. It will! You eat it with gratitude, and sle a
blessing on it. The way you will go to bed will sha. | remember a poor man who was converted, but
he was dreadfully afraid of his wife—not the onlamin the world that is in that fear—and therefloee
was fearful that she would ridicule him if he kn&tpray. He crept upstairs in his stockings that h
might not be heard, but might have a few minuteayer before she knew he was there. His scheme
broke down. His wife soon found him out. Genuinewasion is no more to be hidden than a candle in
a dark room. You cannot hide a cough. If a manahesugh, he must cough, and if a man has grace in
his heart, he will show grace in his life. Why shibwe wish to hide it? Oh, may the Lord give yoglsu
an eye-opening this day that friends and relatshedl know that your eyes have been opened!
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8 The Blind Beggar of the Temple, and His Wonde@ute Sermon #1977

Observe that the restored onever lost his sight againrhis man did not become blind again.
Christ’s cures are not temporary. | have heard afiyrcases of late of people who have been exceeding
ly happy because they fancied that they were pidyfeestored. The cure lasted a week, and then they
were as bad as ever. Fancy can do great thingsdeason, but Christ’s cures last forever. Nevezyan
that Christ opened ever went blind again. We believbeing born again, but not in becoming unbbrn.
know that whatsoever the Lord does shall be fore®emy friends, | have nothing to preach but eterna
salvation! Come to Christ, and He will work in yan effectual cure. Trust Him wholly, for in Him
there is everlasting life.

This man, when he received sigivgs willing to lose everything in consequeritiee Jews cast him
out of the synagogue, but when Jesus found hirméone did not fret about the Jews. | think | canlsiee
face when Jesus found him, how happy he was asoh&hipped his benefactor! “Poor soul, poor soul,
you have been cast out of the synagogue!” “Oh,8dnes, “don’t pity me. They may cast me out of fifty
synagogues now that Christ has found me. Whatldaresynagogues now that | have found the Messi-
ah? When | was in the synagogue | was a blind @ath,now | am out of the synagogue, but | have my
sight.” When you become a Christian the world w#ite you and revile you, but what of that? Some
will have no more to do with you. This may be thestoturn they can do you. We had a lady of title in
our membership once, and a very gracious sistewsalel had some little fear about her at firsdf the
great ones should draw her away from the truthnSdter her baptism, she remarked that a certain no
ble family had given her the cold shoulder, ancethwho were very intimate had ceased to call. She
took it as a matter of course, and only remarked ithmade her own course all the more easy, fer sh
had not now the pain of hearing their ungodly cesaton, or even the responsibility of severing the
connection. The world has done its best for thilabfi God when it has cast him out. Its excommunica
tions are better than its communications. The datsif the world’s house is the safest side of ntus.
That we love the brethren, and that the world hasgsre two good evidences of grace for which a ma
may be grateful. “Let us go forth unto Christ odésthe camp, bearing His reproach.”

What a wonderful thing the Lord Jesus had donéhigrman, and what a wonderful thing He is pre-
pared to do for all who trust Him! It had been arkvof creation. The man’s eyes were no eyes, Jesus
created sight in them. To heal a limb is one thing,to make an eye, or to enable that which wag on
the mere fashion of an eye to become an organroépton, is a greater thing by far. To save a soal
work of creation. We are created anew in Chrisugek was also a work of resurrection. Those eyes
had been dead, and now the Lord Jesus raised tioemtiie dead. The Lord God Almighty can work
creation at this moment, He can produce resurmectics day, and why should He not? This day we
commemorate both of these divine works. This flest of the week was the beginning of the creation o
God. It is also the day in which our Lord rose frtime dead, as the first fruits of them that sl@pis
Lord’s Day commemorates the beginning of creatioth @f resurrection. Let us pray the Almighty Lord
to manifest among us the works of God this day.o@d] regenerate, illuminate, pardon, and save those
who are here present, and thus glorify Your SoneApand amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—JOHN 9.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—916, 502, 505.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574_Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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