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“Behold, He comes with clouds; and every eye slsaé Him, and they also which pierced Him:
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail becauseldfm. Even so, Amen.”
Revelation 1:7.

IN reading the chapter we observed how the beldeduh saluted the seven churches in Asia with,
“Grace and peace be unto you.” Blessed men sdaéesings. When thigenedictionof God rests on us
we pour out benedictions upon others.

From benediction John’s gracious heart rose adlmrationof the great King of Saints. As our hymn
puts it, “The holy to the holiest leads.” They tha¢ good at blessing men will be quick at bles§iog.

It is a wonderful doxology which John has given ‘Wnto Him that loved us, and washed us from
our sins in His own blood, and has made us kingspaiests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory
and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” | like thevRed Version for its alliteration in this caset- al
hough I cannot prefer it for other reasons. It rtimss: “Unto Him thatovesus, andoosedus from our
sins by His blood.” Truly our Redeemer has loosedram sin, but the mention of His blood suggests
washing rather than loosing. We can keep the w@dliten and yet retain the meaning of cleansingeaf w
read the passage, “Unto Him that loved us, and dhsis.”Lovedus, andwashedus; carry those two
words home with you, let them lie upon your tongmeweeten your breath for prayer and praise. “Unto
Him that loved us, and washed us, be glory and dimmiforever and ever.”

Then John tells of the dignity which the Lord pag upon us in making us kings and priests, and
from this he ascribes royalty and dominion unto thed Himself. John had been extolling the Great
King, whom he calls, “The Prince of the kings oé tharth.” Such indeed He was, and is, and is to be.
When John had touched upon that royalty which taraato our divine Lord, and that dominion which
has come to Him by conquest, and by the gift offather as the reward of all His travail, he themiv
on to note that He has “made us kings.” Our Lordiglty He diffuses among His redeemed. We praise
Him because He is in Himself a king, and next, beeaHe is a king-maker, the fountain of honor and
majesty. He has not only enough of royalty for Hathsbut He hands a measure of His dignity to His
people. He makes kings out of such common stutfil@ginds in us poor sinners. Shall we not adore
Him for this? Shall we not cast our crowns at Hist? He gave our crowns to us; shall we not gieenth
to Him? “To Him be glory and dominion forever ancee Amen.” King by Your divine nature! King by
filial right! King-maker, lifting up the beggar fro the dunghill to set him among princes! King afidgs
by the unanimous love of all Your crowned ones! Y¥wa He whom Your brethren shall praise! Reign
forever and ever! Unto You be hosannas of welcontk lallelujahs of praise. Lord of the earth and
heaven, let all things that be, or ever shall bader unto You all glory in the highest degree.tien,
do not your souls take fire as you think of thegea of Immanuel? Gladly would I fill the univenséh
His praise. Oh for a thousand tongues to sing kbxeeg of the Lord Jesus! If the Spirit who dicthtbe
words of John has taken possession of our spirésshall find adoration to be our highest deligheyv-
er are we so near to heaven as when we are absarttedworship of Jesus, our Lord and God. Oh, tha
| could now adore Him as | shall do when, deliveirean this encumbering body, my soul shall behold
Him in the fullness of His glory!

It would seem from the chapter that the adoratibdohn was increased by hagpectationof the
Lord’s second coming, for He cries, “Behold, He esmvith clouds.” His adoration awoke his expecta-
tion, which all the while was lying in his soul aa element of that vehement heat of reverent love
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which he poured forth in his doxology. “Behold, El@mes,” he said, and thus he revealed one source of
his reverence. “Behold, He comes,” he said, ansl ¢lxclamation was the result of his reverence. He
adored until his faith realized his Lord, and beearsecond and nobler sight.

| think, too, that his reverence was deepenedhasddoration was rendered more fervent by his
conviction of the speediness of his Lord’s comitigehold, He comes,” or is comingje means to as-
sert that He is even now on His way. As workmenmoxed to be more diligent in service when they
hear their master’s footsteps, so, doubtless, sairg quickened in their devotion when they are con
scious that He whom they worship is drawing near.hids gone away to the Father for a while, and so
He has left us alone in this world, but He has,saidill come again and receive you unto Mysekyid
we are confident that He will keep His word. Swisdhe remembrance of that loving promise. That as-
surance is pouring its savor into John’s heartevhg is adoring, and it becomes inevitable, as asll
most fit and proper, that his doxology should atdlose introduce him to the Lord Himself, and eaus
him to cry out, “Behold, He comes.” Having worshggjpamong the pure in heart, he sees the Lord; hav-
ing adored the King, he sees Him assume the judgeseat, and appear in the clouds of heaven. When
once we enter upon heavenly things we know not taswve can go, nor how high we can climb. John
who began with blessing the churches now beholdd.biid.

May the Holy Spirit help us reverently to think thle wondrous coming of our blessed Lord, when
He shall appear to the delight of His people arddismay of the ungodly!

There are three things in the text. They will seemmmonplace to some of you, and indeed, they are
the commonplace of our divine faith, and yet naghtan be of greater importance. The firsbis; Lord
Jesus comes;Behold He comes with clouds.” The secondasr Lord Jesus Christ’'s coming will be
seen of all'Every eye shall see Him, and they also which @drélim.” And in the third placehis
coming will cause great sorrgWAll kindreds of the earth shall wail becauseHm.”

|. May the Holy Spirit help us while, in the first pls we remember that OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST COMES!

This announcement is thought worthy of a notedrhigation. As the Latins would say, there is an
“Ecce” placed here-“Behold, He comes.” As in the old books the printers putdsain the margin
pointing to special passages, such is this “behdlds a Nota Benecalling upon us to note well what
we are reading. Here is something which we arédiol and behold We now hear a voice crying,
“Come and see!” The Holy Spirit never uses supetfuwords, or redundant notes of exclamation;
when He cries, “Behold!” it is because there issagafor deep and lasting attention. Will you tuwagt
when He bids you pause and ponder, linger and I&@ik?you that have been beholding vanity, come
and behold the fact that Jesus comes. You that beee beholding this, and beholding that, and think
ing of nothing worthy of your thoughts, forget tbggassing sights and spectacles, and for oncedahol
scene which has no parallel.

It is not a monarch in her jubilee, but the Kirgkangs in His glory. That same Jesus who went up
from Olivet into heaven is coming again to eartHilkke manner as His disciples saw Him go up into
heaven. Come and behold this great sight. If dveretwas a thing in the world worth looking atisit
this. Behold and see if there was ever glory likéouHis glory! Hearken to the midnight cry, “Behpld
the Bridegroom comes!” It has practically to dohwytou. “Go you forth to meet Him.” This voice is to
you, O sons of men. Do not carelessly turn asmlethfe Lord God Himself demands your attention; He
commands you to “Behold!” Will you be blind when &bids you behold? Will you shut your eyes
when your Savior cries, “Behold”? When the fingémspiration points the way, will not your eyed-fo
low where it directs you? “Behold, He comes.” O hearers, look here, | beseech you.

If we read the words of our text carefully, thBehold” shows us first, thahis coming is to be viv-
idly realized I think | see John. He is in the spirit, but@flla sudden he seems startled into a keener and
more solemn attention. His mind is more awake tnsaral, though he was always a man of bright eyes
that saw afar. We always liken him to the eaglatierheight of his flight and the keenness of Isgown,
yet all of a sudden, even he seems startled witloge astounding vision! He cries out, “Behold! Be-
hold!” He has caught sight of His Lord. He says, rigie will come by and by,” but, “I can see Him; He
is now coming.” He has evidently realized the SelcAdvent. He has so conceived of the second com-
ing of the Lord that it has become a matter of fadtim; a matter to be spoken of, and even to be w
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ten down. “Behold, He comes!” Have you and | ewsslized the coming of Christ so fully as this? Per-
haps we believe that He will come. | should hopa the all dothat If we believe that the Lord Jesus
has come the first time, we believe also that Heasime the second time, but are these equallyradsu
truths to us? Perhaps we have vividly realizedfits¢ appearing; from Bethlehem to Golgotha, and
from Calvary to Olivet we have traced the Lord, ewrstianding that blessed cry, “Behold the Lamb of
God, which takes away the sin of the world!” Yd& ¥Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-bégotof the Father, full of grace and truth. Butdawe
with equal firmness grasped the thought that Heesoagain without a sin-offering unto salvation? Do
we now say to each other, as we meet in happywsh, “Yes, our Lord comes”? It should be to us
not only a prophecy assuredly believed among usalacene pictured in our souls, and anticipated in
our hearts. My imagination has often set forth thr@ad scene, but better still, my faith has redlit. |
have heard the chariot wheels of the Lord’s appgrpand | have endeavored to set my house in order
for His reception. | have felt the shadow of thagag cloud which shall attend Him, dampening ttdoar

of my worldliness. | hear even now in spirit theisd of the last trumpet, whose tremendous blast sta
tles my soul to serious action, and puts force miolife. Would God that I lived more completely-un
der the influence of that august event!

Brothers and Sisters, to this realization | inwital. | wish that we could go together in this,iuas
we went out of the house we said to one anothexhtBl, He comes!” One said to his fellow, after the
Lord had risen, “The Lord has risen indeed.” | wgiati tonight to feel just as certain that the Lard
coming indeed, and | would have you say as muananother. We are sure that He will come, and
that He is on the way, but the benefit of a mokedviealization would be incalculable.

This coming is to be zealously proclaiméxd,John does not merely calmly say, “He comest’te
vigorously cries, “Behold, He comes.” Just as tkeald of a king, prefaces his message by a trumpet
blast that calls attention, so John cries, “BeHokH the old town crier, was known to say, “O y€3!
yes! O yes!” or to use some other striking formiojawhich he called upon men to note his announce-
ment, so John stands in the midst of us, and ciBedjold, He comes!” He calls attention by that em-
phatic word “Behold!” It is no ordinary messagettha brings, and he would not have us treat hisiwor
as a commonplace saying. He throws his heart lgcahnouncement. He proclaims it loudly, he pro-
claims it solemnly, and He proclaims it with autihgr‘Behold, He comes.”

Brethren, no truth ought to be more frequentlyctaioned, next to the first coming of the Lord, than
His second coming, and you cannot thoroughly seh fall the ends and bearings of the first advént i
you forget the second. At the Lord’s Supper, thenmeo discerning the Lord’s body unless you discern
His first coming, but there is no drinking of Higgcto its fullness, unless you hear Him say, “Uhtil
come.” You must look forward, as well as backw&d. must it be with all our ministries; they must
look to Him on the cross and on the throne. We muastlly realize that He, who has once come, is
coming yet again, or else our testimony will be medy and one-sided. We shall make lame work of
preaching and teaching if we leave out either atlven

And next,it is to be unquestionably assertéBehold, He comes.” It is not, “Perhaps He will
come,” nor, “Perhaps He may yet appear.” “Behold,ddmes” should be dogmatically asserted as an
absolute certainty, which has been realized byhth&t of the man who proclaims it. “Behold, He
comes.” All the prophets say that He will come.rRrEnoch down to the last that spoke by inspiration,
they declare, “The Lord comes with ten thousanddisfsaints.” You shall not find one who has spoken
by the authority of God, who does not, either digear by implication, assert the coming of the Sn
man, when the multitudes born of woman shall bersared to His bar, to receive the recompense of
their deeds. All the promises are travailing whistprognostication, “Behold, He comes.” We have Hi
own word for it, and this makes assurance doubilg.dde has told us that He will come again. Herofte
assured His disciples that if He went away fronmthele would come again to them, and He left us the
Lord’s Supper as a parting token to be observei Hetcomes. As often as we break bread we are re-
minded of the fact that, though it is a most bldsselinance, yet it is a temporary one, and widsgeto
be celebrated when our absent Lord is once agasept with us.

What, dear brethren, is there to hinder Christnfrloming? When | have studied and thought over
this word, “Behold, He comes,” yes, | have saidnyself, indeed He does; who shall hold Him back?
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His heart is with His church on earth. In the pladere He fought the battle He desires to celelihegte
victory. His delights are with the sons of men. Hik saints are waiting for the day of His appegrin
and He is waiting also. The very earth in her seramd her groaning travails for His coming, whish i
to be her redemption. The creation is made sulbgeeanity for a little while; but when the Lord sha
come again the creation itself also shall be detiddrom the bondage of corruption into the glosiou
liberty of the children of God. We might questiohether He would come a second time if He had not
already come the first time, but if He came to Batbm, be assured that His feet shall yet stana upo
Olivet. If He came to die, doubt not that He witinse to reign. If He came to be despised and rejecte
of men, why should we doubt that He will come tceldenired in all them that believe? His sure coming
is to be unquestionably asserted.

Dear friends, this fact that He will come agamto be taught as demanding our immediate interest
“Behold, He comes with clouds.” Behold, look atntgditate on it. It is worth thinking of. It concer
yourself. Study it again and again. “He comes." Wileso soon be here that it is put in the pregente,
“He comes.” That shaking of the earth, that blgttout of sun and moon, that fleeing of heaven and
earth before His face—all these are so nearly tiexeJohn describes them as accomplished. “Behold,
He comes.”

There is this sense lying in the background—ttatis already on the wayll that He is doing in
providence and grace is a preparation for His cgmiil the events of human history, all the greetid
sions of His august majesty whereby He rules atigd+—all these are tending towards the day of His
appearing. Do not think that He delays His comimgyl then all of a sudden He will rush here in hot
haste. He has arranged for it to take place as asavisdom allows. We know not what may make the
present delay imperative, but the Lord knows, drad suffices. You grow uneasy because nearly two
thousand years have passed since His ascensiodeans has not yet come, but you do not know what
had to be arranged for, and how far the lapsenoé tivas absolutely necessary for the Lord’s designs.
Those are no little matters which have filled up great pause; the intervening centuries have @eme
with wonders. A thousand things may have been sacgsn heaven itself before the consummation of
all things could be arrived at. When our Lord conteshall be seen that He came as quickly as He
could, speaking after the manner of His infinitesdam, for He cannot behave Himself otherwise than
wisely, perfectly, divinely. He cannot be movedfbgr or passion so as to act hastily as you aond | t
often do. He dwells in the leisure of eternity, andhe serenity of omnipotence. He has not to nneas
out days, and months, and years, and to accomgishuch in such a space or else leave His lifework
undone, but according to the power of an endlédsdHe proceeds steadily on, and to Him a thousand
years are but as one day. Therefore be assurethth&brd is even now coming. He is making every-
thing tend that way. All things are working towattiat grand climax. At this moment, and every mo-
ment since He went away, the Lord Jesus has baemgdack again. “Behold, He comes!” He is on
the way! He is nearer every hour!

And we are told thaHis coming will be attended by a peculiar sigBehold, He comeswith
clouds.” We shall have no need to question whether itesSbn of man who has come, or whether He
is indeed come. This is to be no secret matter;chming will be as manifest as yonder clouds. I th
wilderness the presence of Jehovah was known Isitdevpillar of cloud by day, and an equally visib
pillar of fire by night. That pillar of cloud wake sure token that the Lord was in His holy plaweell-
ing between the cherubim. Such is the token ottmeing of the Lord Christ—

“Every eye the cloud shall scan,

Ensign of the Son of man.”
So it is written, “And then shall appear the sidgrih@ Son of man in heaven: and then shall alttibes
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Sonasf aoming in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory.” | cannot quote at this time all thasany passages of Scripture in which it is indidatet
our Lord will come either sitting upon a cloud,“aith the clouds,” or “with the clouds of heaverut
such expressions are abundant. Is it not to shaits coming will benajestic?He makes the clouds
His chariots. He comes with hosts of attendantd, thaese of a nobler sort than earthly monarchs can
summon to do them homage. With clouds of angeks;uthim and seraphim, and all the armies of heav-
en He comes. With all the forces of nature, thuclded and blackness of tempest, the Lord of all
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makes His triumphant entrance to judge the worlte @louds are the dust of His feet in that dread da
of battle when He shall ease Him of His adversasgkaking them out of the earth with His thunded a
consuming them with the devouring flame of His tighg. All heaven shall gather with its utmost
pomp to the great appearing of the Lord, and &ltéwrible grandeur of nature shall then be seets at
full. Not as the Man of sorrows, despised and tepof men, shall Jesus come, but as Jehovah came
upon Sinai in the midst of thick clouds and a tderidarkness, so shall He come, whose coming bhall
the final judgment.

The clouds are meant to set forth thaght, as well as the majesty, of His coming. “Ascribaiyo
strength unto God: His excellency is over Isranl] &lis strength is in the clouds.” This was theatoy
token given by Daniel the prophet in his seventhptér, at the thirteenth verse, “I saw in the night
sions, and, behold, one like the Son of man cantie the clouds of heaven.” Not less than divinehes t
glory of the Son of God, who once had not wherlayoHis head. The most sublime objects in nature
shall most fitly minister to the manifest glory thfe returning King of men. “Behold, He comes,” not
with the swaddling bands of His infancy, the weess of His manhood, the shame of His death, but
with all the glorious tapestry of heaven’s high ieers. The hanging of the divine throne room shall
aid His state.

The clouds, also, denotke terror of His coming to the ungodMis saints shall be caught up to-
gether with Him in the clouds, to meet the Lordthe air, but to those that shall remain on earth th
clouds shall turn their blackness and horror okdess. Then shall the impenitent behold this dread
sion—the Son of man coming in the clouds of heavdm clouds shall fill them with dread, and the
dread shall be abundantly justified, for those dkare big with vengeance, and shall burst in juglgm
on their heads. His great white throne, though tiright and lustrous with hope to His people, wilh
its very brightness and whiteness of immaculatégeisstrike dead the hopes of all those who trusted
that they might live in sin and yet go unpunisH&thold, He comes. He comes with clouds.”

I am in happy circumstances tonight, because rhjestirequires no effort of imagination from me.
To indulge fancy on such a theme would be a wretgitefanation of so sublime a subject, which in its
own simplicity should come home to all hearts. khatearly for a moment, till the meaning becomes
real to you. Jesus Christ is coming, coming in wvkm splendor. When He comes He will be enthroned
far above the attacks of His enemies, the persswbf the godless, and the sneers of skepticss He
coming in the clouds of heaven, and we shall berantioe witnesses of His appearing. Let us dwell up-
on this truth.

Il. Our second observation is this; OUR LORD’'S COMINGLWBE SEEN BY ALL. “Behold,

He comes with cloudsind every eye shall see Him, and they also whietced Him”

| gather from this expression, first, thiawvill be a literal appearing, and an actual sight the Sec-
ond Advent was to be a spiritual manifestationbéoperceived by the minds of men, the phraseology
would be, “Every mind shall perceive Him.” But & not so; we read, “Every eye shall see Him.” Now,
the mind can behold the spiritual, but the eye @aly see that which is distinctly material and bisi
The Lord Jesus Christ will not come spirituallyr fo that sense He is always here, but He will come
really and substantially, for every eye shall sem,Heven those unspiritual eyes which gazed on Him
with hate, and pierced Him. Go not away and dreamd, say to yourself, “Oh, there is some spiritual
meaning about all this.” Do not destroy the teaghof the Holy Spirit by the idea that there will be
spiritual manifestation of the Christ of God, blat a literal appearing is out of the question.tMauld
be altering the record. The Lord Jesus shall caomeatth a second time as literally as He has come a
first time. The same Christ who ate a piece ofaldul fish and of a honeycomb after He had risemfr
the dead, the same who said, “Handle Me, and see $pirit has not flesh and bones, as you see Me
have”—this same Jesus, with a material body, toe in the clouds of heaven. In the same manner as
He went up He shall come down. He shall be litgralen. The words cannot be honestly read in any
other way.

“Every eye shall see Him.” Yes, | do literally exqh to see my Lord Jesus with these eyes of mine,
even as that saint expected who long ago fell psleelieving that though the worms devoured his
body, yet in his flesh he would see God, whom Keseshould see for himself, and not another. There
will be a real resurrection of the body, though thederns doubt it; such a resurrection that wel skeal
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Jesus with our own eyes. We shall not find ourselinea shadowy, dreamy land of floating fictions,

where we may perceive, but cannot see. We shalb@datry nothings, mysterious, vague, impalpable,
but we shall literally see our glorious Lord, whomgpearing will be no phantom show, or shadow
dance. Never day more real than the day of judgemener sight more true than the Son of man upon
the throne of His glory. Will you take this statamhbome, that you may feel the force of it? Weget

ting too far away from facts nowadays, and too minth the realm of myths and notions. “Every eye

shall see Him,” in this there shall be no delusion.

Note well thatHe is to be seen of all kinds of living mewery eye shall see Him; the king and the
peasant, the most learned and the most ignoramiselthat were blind before shall see when He ap-
pears. | remember a man born blind who loved oud lmost intensely, and he was known to glory in
this, that his eyes had been reserved for his Udedsaid, “The first whom | shall ever see will the
Lord Jesus Christ. The first sight that greets rawlg-opened eyes will be the Son of man in His glo-
ry.” There is great comfort in this to all who arew unable to behold the sun. Since “every eyel shal
see Him,” you also shall see the King in His beaGiyall pleasure is this to eyes that are fulliltif
ness and pride; you care not for this sight, aridyga must see it whether you please or do notsplea
You have up to now shut your eyes to good thingswhen Jesus comes yowstsee Him. All that
dwell upon the face of the earth, if not at the sanoment, yet with the same certainty, shall bekwdd
once crucified Lord. They will not be able to hitleemselves, nor to hide Him from their eyes. They
will dread the sight, but it will come upon thenvea as the sun shines on the thief who delighteen
darkness. They will be obliged to own in dismayt tihey behold the Son of man; they will be so over-
whelmed with the sight that there will be no demyiin

He will be seen of those who have been long sileael. What a sight that will be for Judas, and for
Pilate, and for Caiaphas, and for Herod! What atsigwill be for those who, in their lifetime, shthat
there was no Savior, and no need of one, or teisJ&as a mere man, and that His blood was not a
propitiation for sin! Those that scoffed and regilelim have long since died, but they shall all rise
again, and rise to this heritage among the restt-ttiey shall see Him whom they blasphemed sitting i
the clouds of heaven. Prisoners are troubled asitjie of the judge. The trumpet of assize brings n
music to the ears of criminals. But you must hgaDiimpenitent sinner! Even in your grave you must
hear the voice of the Son of God, and live, andedonth from the tomb, to receive the things dame i
your body, whether they were good or bad. Deatmathide you, nor the vault conceal you, nor rot-
tenness and corruption deliver you. You are boorgee in your body the Lord who will judge both you
and your fellows.

It is mentioned here théte will especially be seen by those that piercemh. Hin this is included all
the company that nailed Him to the tree, with ththed took the spear and made the gash in His side;
indeed, all that had a hand in His cruel crucifixidt includes all of these, but it comprehends ynan
more besides. “They also who pierced Him” are byneans a few. Who have pierced Him? Why those
that once professed to love Him, and have gone tmatlle world. Those who once ran well, “What hin-
dered them?” And now they use their tongues tolkspgainst the Christ whom once they professed to
love. They also have pierced Him whose inconsidtees have brought dishonor upon the sacred name
of Jesus. They also have pierced Him, who refuseddye, stifled their consciences, and refused His
rebukes. Alas, that so many of you should be megrélim now by your base neglect of His salvation!
They that went every Sunday to hear of Him, and ris@ained hearers only, destroying their own souls
rather than yield to His infinite love; these prulcHis tender heart. Dear hearers, | wish | colda@
effectually with you tonight, so that you would ramntinue any longer among the number of those that
pierced Him. If you will look at Jesus now, and motor your sin, He will put your sin away, and the
you will not be ashamed to see Him in that day.rEtf®ugh you did pierce Him, you will be able to
sing, “Unto Him that loved us, and washed us fram gins in His own blood.” But, remember, if you
persevere in piercing Him, and fighting against Hyou will still have to see Him in that day, towo
terror and despair. He will be seen by you and ley nowever evil we may behave. And what horror
will that sight cost us!

| felt unfit to preach to you tonight, but lastridés Day | said that | would preach tonight if ludd
possibly manage it. It seemed barely possible,l lmauld not do less than keep my word, and | also
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longed to be with you, for your sakes, for perhtiggse may not remain many more occasions on which
| shall be permitted to preach the gospel among yam often ill; who knows how soon | shall conoe t
my end? | would use all that remains to me of ptglsstrength and providential opportunity. We never
know how soon we may be cut off, and then we areedorever from the opportunity of benefiting our
fellow men. It would be a pity to be taken awayhnane opportunity of doing good unused. So would |
earnestly plead with you under the shadow of thesigtruth; |1 would urge you to make ready, sinee w
shall both behold the Lord in the day of His appegarYes, | shall stand in that great throng. Yd¢aoa
will be there. How will you feel? You are not actareed, perhaps, to attend a place of worship, but y
will be there, and the spot will be very solemrytm. You may absent yourself from the assemblies of
the saints, but you will not be able to absent geliifrom the gathering of that day. You will beaté,
one in that great multitude, and you will see Jesad_ord as truly as if you were the only persefobe
Him, and He will look upon you as certainly asdauywere the only one that was summoned to His bar.

Will you kindly think of all this as | close thisecond head? Silently repeat to yourself the words,
“Every eye shall see Him, and they also that peidam.”

lIl. And now | must close with the third head, whickaipainful one, but needs to be enlarged upon;
HIS COMING WILL CAUSE GREAT SORROW. What does tlextt say about His coming? “All kin-
dreds of the earth shall wail because of Him.”

“All kindreds of the earth.” Thethis sorrow will be very generalou thought, perhaps, that when
Christ came, He would come to a glad world, weleamiim with song and music. You thought that
there might be a few ungodly persons who wouldéstrdyed with the breath of His mouth, but that the
bulk of mankind would receive Him with delight. Skeew different—"All kindreds of the earth,” that
is, all sorts of men that belong to the earthealitth-born men, men out of all nations and kindieuts
tongues shall weep and walil, and gnash their t&teltis coming. O sirs, this is a sad outlook! Weéha
no smooth things to prophesy. What do you thinthis?

And next,this sorrow will be very greaiThey shalf'wail.” | cannot put into English the full mean-
ing of that most expressive word. Sound it at Ilepghd it conveys its own meaning. It is as whem me
wring their hands and burst out into a loud cryasrwhen eastern women, in their anguish, tear thei
garments, and lift up their voices with the mostunméul notes. All the kindreds of the earth shadlilv
wail as a mother laments over her dead child; asia man might wail who found himself hopelessly
imprisoned and doomed to die. Such will be the hegsegrief of all the kindreds of the earth atshght
of Christ in the clouds; if they remain impenitetitey shall not be able to be silent, they shatl e
able to repress or conceal their anguish, but sheyl wail, or openly give vent to their horror. ¥ha
sound that will be which will go up before high kea when Jesus sits upon the cloud, and in the full
ness of His power summons them to judgment! Thieey‘shall wail because of Him.”

Will your voice be heard in that wailing? Will yoheart be breaking in that general dismay? How
will you escape? If you are one of the kindredshef earth, and remain impenitent, you will wail twit
the rest of them. Unless you now fly to Christ, &tk yourself in Him, and so become one of the kin
dred of heaven—one of His chosen and blood-washed-ewho shall praise His name for washing
them from their sins—unless you do this, there Wélwailing at the judgment seat of Christ, and you
will be in it.

Then it is quite clear that men will not be uniadhg converted when Christ comdsecause, if they
were so, they would not wail. Then they would Ufi the cry, “Welcome, welcome, Son of God!” The
coming of Christ would be as the hymn puts it—

“Hark, those bursts of acclamation!

Hark, those loud triumphant chords!

Jesus takes the highest station.

Oh, what joy the sight affords!”
These acclamations come from His people. But acegto the text the multitude of mankind will weep
and walil, and therefore they will not be among pe®ple. Do not, therefore, look for salvation tongo
coming day, but believe in Jesus now, and find iim Mour Savior at once. If you joy in Him now, you
shall much more rejoice in Him in that day, buydlu will have cause to wail at His coming, it wok
well to wail at once.
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Note one more truth. It is quite certain that wid@sus comes in those latter daysn will not be
expecting great things of HinYou know the talk they have nowadays about “gdathope.” Today
they deceive the people with the idle dream of mégoece and restoration after death, a fiction unsup
ported by the least tittle of Scripture. If thesadkeds of the earth, expected that when Christladvou
come they would all die out and cease to be, theylavrejoice that thereby they escaped the wrath of
God. Would not each unbeliever say, “It was a comsation devoutly to be wished”? If they thought
that at His coming there would be a universal masikon and a general jail delivery of souls longtsip
in prison, would they wail? If Jesus could be siggubto come to proclaim a general restoration they
would not wail, but shout for joy. Ah, no! It is teuse His coming to the impenitent is black witinikd
despair that they will wail because of Him. If Hiist coming does not give you eternal life, His@ed
coming will not. If you do not hide in His woundshen He comes as your Savior, there will be no hid-
ing place for you when He comes as your Judge. Thikweep and wail because, having rejected the
Lord Jesus, they have turned their backs on thetassibility of hope.

Why do they waibecause of HimWill it not be because they will see Him in His gipand they
will recollect that they slighted and despised Hifff2y will see Him come to judge them, and they wil
remember that once He stood at their door with gnardHis hands and said, “Open to Me,” but they
would not admit Him. They refused His blood; thejused His righteousness; they trifled with His sa-
cred name, and now they must give an account fentitkedness. They put Him away in scorn, and
now, when He comes, they find that they can tafith Him no longer. The days of child’s play and of
foolish delays are over, and now they have solertmlgive in their life’'s account. See, the books ar
opened! They are covered with dismay as they rereethieir sins, and know that they are written down
by a faithful pen. They must give an account, andashed and unforgiven they cannot render that ac-
count without knowing that the sentence will begfiart, you cursed.” This is why they weep and wail
because of Him.

O souls, my natural love of ease makes me wishlthauld preach pleasant things to you, but they
are not in my commission. | need scarcely wish, éx@v, to preach a soft gospel, for so many are al-
ready doing it to your cost. As | love your immarsauls, | dare not flatter you. As | shall haveatro
swer for it in the last great day, | must tell ytbe truth—

“You sinners seek His face

Whose wrath you cannot bear.”
Seek the mercy of God tonight. | have come hegain to implore you to be reconciled to God. “Kiss
the Son lest He be angry, and you perish from tag, when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed
are all they that put their trust in Him.”

But if you will not have my Lord Jesus, He comédtee same for that. He is on the road now, and
when He comes you will wail because of Him. Oh t@i would make Him your friend, and then meet
Him with joy! Why will you die? He gives life to ethose who trust Him. Believe and live.

God save your souls tonight, and He shall haveglivy. Amen.
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