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“The trial of your faith.”
1 Peter 1:7.

IT is a great thing, if any man can truthfully skda you, my brother, abouyour faith,” for all
men have not faith, and wherever faith is founds ithe token of divine favor. True faith is, inesy
case, of the operation of the Spirit of God. Ittumais purifying, elevating, heavenly. It is, df things
that can be cultivated in the human breast, onth@imost precious. It is called, “like preciousttdi
and it is styled “the faith of God’s elect.” Whees\faith is found, it is the sure mark of eternakéon,
the sign of a blessed condition, the forecast oéavenly destiny. It is the eye of the renewed,sbel
hand of the regenerated mind, the mouth of the newspirit. It is the evidence of spiritual life;is the
mainspring of holiness; it is the foundation ofidkt; it is the prophecy of glory; it is the dawhend-
less knowledge. If you have faith, you have in&tjitmore than he who has all the world, and yees-
titute of faith. To him that believes it is saidlI'things are yours.” Faith is the assurance ofstup, the
pledge of inheritance, the grasp of boundless gsgs® the perception of the invisible. Within your
faith there lies glory, even as the oak sleepsiwithe acorn. If you have faith, you need not amk f
much more, save that your faith may grow exceegjrghd that all the promises which are made to it
may be known and grasped by you. Time would failtontell of the powers, the privileges, the posses-
sions, and the prospects of faith. He that has llessed, for he pleases God, he is justifiedrbefte
throne of holiness, he has full access to the thafrgrace, and he has the preparation for reigwitty
Christ forever.

So far everything is delightful. But then comeghis word, which somewhat startles, and, if we are
cowardly, may also frighter“The trial of your faith.” Do you see the thorn which growstiwthis
rose! You cannot gather the fragrant flower withbsirough companion. You cannot possess the faith
without experiencing the trial, nor eat the lamithaut the bitter herbs. These two things are pge:tto
er—faith and trial, and it is of that trial of yotaith that | am going to speak at this time, aslGball
help me. It may be, my brother, that words saithist good hour shall comfort you while you undergo
the sorer trial of your faith. May the Holy Spintho nurtures faith, and preserves and perfeatader
its trial, help our thoughts at this hour!

l. And, first, let me say of it, YOUR FAITH WILL BE TEED SURELY. You may rest assured of
that. A man may have faith, and be for the presetiiout trial, but no man ever had faith, and whs a
his life without trial. That could not—must not Her faith, in the very nature of it, implies a degrde o
trial. | believe the promise of God. So far my faithried in believing the promise, in waiting for the
fulfillment of the promise, in holding on to an assnce of that promise while it is delayed, andon-
tinuing to expect the promise, and to act upomttl it is in all points fulfilled to me. | do nadee how
that can be faith at all which is not tried byatsn exercise. Take the very happiest and smoolikrest
there must, at any rate, be the trial of faithakitg the promise and pleading it before God iryera
and expecting the fulfillment of it. Be not mistak&sod never gave us faith to play with. It is aosiy
but it was not made for presentation on a gala dayfo be worn on state occasions only, nor texse
hibited upon a parade ground. It is a sword that maant to cut and wound and slay, and he that has
girt about him may expect, between here and hedhahhe shall know what battle means. Faith is a
sound sea-going vessel, and was not meant to leck and perish of dry rot. To whom God has given
faith, it is as though one gave a lantern to henfit because he expected it to be dark on his weneh
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The very gift of faith is a hint to you that youllneed it, that at certain points and places yduespe-
cially require it, and that, at all points, andewery place, you will really need it. You cannaetliwith-
out faith, for again and again we are told— “thstjshall live by faith.” Believing is our living,na we,
therefore, need it always. And if God gives youagfaith, my dear brother, you must expect graat tr
als; for, in proportion as your faith shall grovguwill have to do more, and endure more. Littlatiso
may keep close to shore, as becomes little boatsif od makes you a great vessel, and loads you
with a rich freight, He means that you should knelat great billows are, and should feel their ftilty
you see “His wonders in the deep.” That God, wh® hade nothing in vain, especially makes nothing
in the spiritual kingdom in vain, and if He makedHi, it is with the design that it should be usedhe
utmost and exercised to the full.

Expect trial, also, becausgal is the very element of faitlraith is a salamander that lives in the fire,
a star which moves in a lofty sphere, a diamoncttvbores its way through the rock. Faith withoiatl tr
is like a diamond uncut, the brilliance of whichsheever been seen. Untried faith is such littlehfthat
some have thought it no faith at all. What a fiskuld be without water, or a bird without air, thetuld
be faith without trial. If you have faith, you mawyrely expect that your faith will be tested; theaj
Keeper of the treasures admits no coin to His eeff@thout testing. It is so in the nature of faiimd so
in the order of its living; it thrives not, savesnch weather as might seem to threaten its death.

Indeed.,it is the honor of faith to be triecshall any man say, “I have faith, but | have mewad to
believe under difficulties”? Who knows whether ywave any faith? Shall a man say, “I| have great fait
in God, but I have never had to use it in anythimgre than the ordinary affairs of life, where | wbu
probably have done without it as well as with it8?this to the honor and praise of your faith? Do y
think that such a faith as this will bring any dgrgbory to God, or bring to you any great rewarti8d,
you are mightily mistaken. He that has tested God, whom God has tested, is the man that shall have
it said of him, “Well done, you good and faithfdrgant.” Had Abraham stopped in Ur of the Chaldees
with his friends, and rested there, and enjoyedshlmwhere had been his faith? He had God’s com-
mand to leave his country to go to a land whichhbd never seen, to sojourn there with God as a
stranger, dwelling in tents, and in his obediemcénhat call his faith began to be illustrious. Wéhéad
been the glory of his faith, if it had not beenl@alto brave and self-denying deeds? Would he learee
risen to that supreme height to be “the Fatheheffaithful” if he had not, grown old, and his body
dead, and yet he had believed that God would givedeed of his aged wife Sarah, according to the
promise? It was blessed faith that made him feas tlothing was impossible to God. If Isaac had been
born to him in the days of his strength, where baen his faith? And when it came to that seversr te
“Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom yae| and offer him for a burnt offering upon one
of the mountains which | will tell you of"—when hiese up early, and gathered the wood, and took his
son, and went three days’ journey, setting his fkeea flint to obey the command of God; and wiaén
last he drew the knife, in faithful obedience te tlivine command, then was his faith confessed,-com
mended, and crowned. Then the Lord said, “Now Iwkias if, even to God, the best evidence of
Abraham’s faith had then been displayed, when &ggstred not at the promise through unbelief, reck-
oning that God could restore Isaac from the deatkedd be, but that it was his to obey the supreme
command, and trust all consequences with God, witdmot lie. Herein his faith won great renown,
and he became “the Father of the faithful,” becdneseas the most tried of believers, and yet ssgzhs
them all in childlike belief in his God. If God,gh, has given to anyone of us a faith which is haiple
and precious, it has full surely been submittedst@wn due measure of trial, and if it is to bi# store
precious, it has yet more trials to endure.

We remember also two reasons for the trial of faithe trial of your faith is sent farove its sinceri-
ty. If it will not stand trial, what is the good of ifhat gold which dissolves in the furnace, and msa
pears amid the flame, is not the gold which shalcbrrent with the merchant, and that faith of gour
which is no sooner tried than straightway it evapes, are you not well rid of it? Of what use woilld
be to you in the hour of death, and in the Dayuafginent? No; you cannot be sure that your faithuis
faith till it is tried faith. You can not be cemathat it is worth having till it has been fitlysted, and
brought to the touchstone of trial.
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It must also be testdd prove its strengthiWe sometimes fancy that we have strong faith whren
deed, our faith is very weak, and how are we tonkmnether it is weak or strong till it is tried. Aan
that should lie in bed week after week, and pertggishe idle whim into his head, that he was very
strong, would be pretty certain to be mistakens lonly when he sets about work requiring muscular
strength that he will discover how strong or howatwée is. God would not have us form a wrong esti-
mate of ourselves. He loves not that we shouldtlsalywe are rich and increased in goods, and have
need of nothing, when we are the reverse, andftirerele sends to us the trial of our faith thatmay
understand how strong or how weak it is.

And besides that, dear friendle trial of our faith is necessary to remove itest There are many
accretions of sordid matter about our purest grat&sare apt ourselves to add to the bulk of oaces
without adding to the real value of them. We mistakiantity for quality, and a great deal of what we
think we have of Christian experience, and Chmskaowledge, and Christian zeal, and Christian pa-
tience, is only the supposition that we have tlgraees, and not the real possession of them. Siaréhe
grows fiercer, and the mass grows smaller tharag faefore. Is there any loss therein? | think Tbe
gold loses nothing by the removal of its dross, amdfaith loses nothing by the dissipation ofapgpar-
ent force. Faith may apparently lose, but it adyugdins. It may seem to be diminished, but itas tnu-
ly diminished. All is there that was worth havirfivhy, a week ago,” says one, “l used to sing, and
think that | had the full assurance of faith, amavd can scarcely tell whether | am one of God’syle
or not.” Now, you know how much faith you reallygsess. You can now tell how much was solid, and
how much was sham, for had that which has failadb&en real faith, it would not have been consumed
by any trial through which it has passed. You hase the froth from the top of the cup, but alltthas
really worth having is still there. It must be dor as faith is not born of earthly things, neittoam
earthly things kill it, nor even take from it onmee particle.

Understand, then, dear friends, that for many reeacgpurposes there is a needs be for trial. Peter
says here, “If need be” that there should be adfigour faith. You will get that trial, becauseo in
His wisdom, will give faith what faith needs. Dotrime anxious to enter into trial. Do not fret ifrtpta-
tion does not come just now. You will have it samough. Between the day of our new birth and the
day of our entering into our inheritance, we shale quite sufficient trial of our faith. We neeot ihe
uneasy if for a while we are at ease, for therenamaths enough left to the year to give winterfuls
measure of frosts and storms.

Il. Now, secondly, YOUR FAITH WILL BE TRIED IN VARIOUSNVAYS. The trial of our faith
does not come to all persons in the same Wagre are some whose faith is tried each day iir the
communion with Godl'hey pray this prayer, “Search me, O God, and kngwnheart: try me and know
my thoughts: and see if there is any wicked wame) and lead me in the way everlasting.” That praye
is heard constantly; the visitations of the Lore granted to them, and as the Lord comes, Hethéms,
for, believe me, there is no surer trial of ourlsdban the drawing near of God to our souls. Afrarn
any outward affliction, that searching thought,ttivavard feeling, which is somewhat more than
thought, that holy, secret trembling, which compsruour spirit when God draws near, is God’s con-
stant trial of our graces. If you walk away fromdz@nd live without fellowship with Him, you may
retain in your heart much falsehood, and fancy Voat are full of spiritual gifts and graces, buydu
draw near to God, and walk with Him, you will na@ bBble to retain a false opinion of yourself. Re-
member what the Lord is. Our God is a consumirgy fihave often reminded you of the way in which
people try to improve upon the Scripture when teay, “God out of Christ is a consuming fire.” The
Bible does not so speak. It says, “For our God eé®m@suming fire.” That is, God in Christ, who isrou
God, is a consuming fire, and when His people ilivelim, the very presence of God consumes in them
their love of sin and all their pretentious gracasd fictitious attainments, so that the false pjsars,
and only the true survives. The presence of pehelitess is killing to empty boastings and hollpre-
tences. You need not ask for any of those variouss of trial which God sends in the order of provi
dence; you may rest quite satisfied with His preseas the most effectual purgation, for “His farini
His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His flooWWhenever Jesus abides with us, “He shall sit as a
refiner.” Whoever He may leave alone in their agfient, “He will purify the sons of Levi.” It is the
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Lord Himself that will be as a refiner’s fire, ahikle fullers’ soap. Who may abide the day of Hisreo
ing? Who that loves holiness would wish to esc#®©ur prayer should be—

“Refining fire, go through my soul.”
Yes, let the devouring flame go through me anduphome yet again, till this earthly grossness shall
begin to disappear. As Moses soon put his shoelaff his feet when he beheld God at the burning
bush, so shall we put off the superfluities of supposed spiritual experience, and come to the maal
ked foot of truth, if we are permitted to standdsefGod in accepted sincerity. Thus you see theee i
constant trial of our faith, even in that whichits greatest joy and glory, namely its power to mak
see the Lord.

But the Lord uses other methods with His servdrislieve thaHe frequently tries us by the bless-
ings which He sends ushis is a fact which is too much overlooked. Wheman is permitted to grow
rich, what a trial of faith is hidden away in tr@ndition! It is one of the severest of providehtests!
Where | have known one man fail through povertigave known fifty men fail through riches. When
our friends get on in the world, and have a lomgtsh of prosperity, they should invite their bretito
offer special prayer for them, that they may bespreed, for the thick clay is heavy stuff to walton,
and when the feet slip into it, and it adheresda, \yit makes traveling to heaven a very diffictiing.
When we do not cling to wealth, it will not harm, bsit there is a deal of stickiness in money. Yuat t
have no riches may yet find a test in your dailycies; your domestic comfort, that loving wife, fieo
dear children—all these may tempt you to walk lghsinstead of by faith. Yes, and continued health,
the absence of all depression of spirit, and ting labiding of friends and relatives, may all make y
self-content, and keep you away from your Gods k igreat trial of faith to have much for sightest
upon. To be in the dark—altogether in the dark—igrand thing for faith, for then you are sure that
what you see is not seen of the flesh, but is iy deed a vision of spiritual faith. To be undeslaud is
a trial, truly, but not one-half so much a trialitais to have continually the light of this world/e are so
apt to mistake the light of carnal comfort for tight of God that it is well to see how we fare hatit it.

One form of this trial is praise. You know how Salon puts it, “As the fining-pot for silver, and the
furnace for gold, so is a man to his praise.” Ai€tlan minister may go on preaching very earnestly,
and God will help him, though everybody opposes, that when the world comes and pats him on the
back, and pride whispers, “You are a fine fellowuyare a great man!” then comes the test of the man
How few there are that can endure the warm atmespsfecongratulation! It is dangerously relaxing to
the spirit. Yes, nobody can keep himself right uneunless the almighty grace of God shall suskas
faith. When the soft winds blow they bring with thehe temptation, “Now preach the doctrines that
tickle men’s ears!” “Go in to be scientific, ancteed, and clever! Get the approbation of the greas
of the world, and the leaders of advanced thougtibé church.” And unless you say, “Get you behind
me, Satan: for you savor not the things that aréad,” such a trial of faith may be too much fouyo
“Oh,” says one, “that will not fall to my lot.” Nayo; you will not be a popular preacher, perhaps, b
then, you may be very acceptable in the companyreuing/ou move, and worldly people may flatter
you to the verge of ruin. You sing very nicely, yiu not? Well, they may want you to sing them agson
that is not one of the songs of Zion. Because of yatural attainments, and the amiability of ytam-
per, you may become a great favorite with ungodggbe, and that is an intense trial to the faitla of
child of God. The friendship of the world is as rnmity with God as it used to be in apostolicetsn
It is a bad sign when a courtier is in great fawtth the king’s enemies. Stand up and stand outheas
servant of God, and in whatever sphere you mové&eritgour one and only business to serve my God,
whether you offend or please. Happy shall you bgif survive the trial of your faith which this Wil
involve!

Another trial of faith is exceedingly common andilpeis nowadays, and that iseretical doctrine
and false teachinglhere are some who are carried away with this wihdoctrine, and others carried
away with the other, and blessed is he who is ffehded in Christ, for, naturally, the cross of {Shrs
offensive to the minds of men. There are temptatibat rise out of the gospel itself, yes, out®iery
depth and breadth. There is a trial of faith indieg the Scriptures. You come across a doctrinehvhi
you cannot understand, and because you cannotstadeérit, you are tempted not to receive it. Or,
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when a truth which you have received appears toaoe, and speaks to you in an unlovely fashion, so
that your natural feelings are aroused again#hig;is a trial of your faith. Remember how our dlare-

sus lost quite a company of disciples on a ceratasion. He had taught a doctrine about eating His
flesh and drinking His blood, and from that houmyaent back, and walked no more with Him, till the
Savior had to say, even to the twelve, “Will yosafjo away?” Truth is not always welcome to our ig-
norance, or to our prejudice, and herein is a @idhith. Will we believe ourselves or our God? e
want to believe God'’s truth, or do we wish to h#twe Lord’s message flavored to our taste? Do we ex-
pect the preacher to play our chosen tunes, arakspe opinions? Beloved, it does us good to bé wel
rasped sometimes; to have a word come to us, reosa®et wine, but as a purging medicine, that shal
search us through and through, and make us inhafoge God, “Are we true men, or are we aliens?” If
we run in the same line with God'’s truth, we areetrbut when we run counter to the truth of God, we
are ourselves untrue. It is not the Book that ibealtered; our hearts need altering. Happy isrttemn
whose faith can endure the trial of the Book. ‘@ the word of the Lord like a fire or a hammerhig

is so even to the Lord’s own people.

But the trial of our faith usually comes in therfoof affliction Our jealous lover uses tests that it
may be seen whether he has our heart. The trigdwf faith comes thus—You say, “Lord Jesus, | love
you. You are my best beloved.” “Well,” says the yexdy Lover, “if it is so, then the child that nkest
in your bosom will sicken and die. What will youysthen?” If you are indeed true in what you have
stated concerning your supreme love to Jesus, yibgiwe up your darling at His call, and say, “The
Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away, blessdtidoeame of the Lord.” The Lord is very jealous of
our love. | do not mean that He is so towards fajlau; | speak of His own people. The more He loves
us, the more He tests us. Whatever it may be vathaor creatures, it is always so with Jesus, kit
love goes with His jealousy, and His jealousy wilis love. Sometimes He says, “Good woman, | shall
take away your husband, on whom you lean, thatnyay lean the more on Me.” | remember Mr. Ruth-
erford, writing to a lady who had lost five childrand her husband, said to her, “Oh, how Christtmus
love you! He would take every bit of your heartHonself. He would not permit you to reserve any of
your soul for any earthly thing.” Can we stand ttest? Can we let all go for His sake? Do you amnswe
that you can? Time will show.

My Lord sometimes comes to me in this fashion. Bi¢ss“l have made you to trust Me these many
years. | have supplied the wants of your work bedal friends. | am about to remove a generous- help
er.” | go to the grave of my friend, and the sudgi@gesdogs me, “Who is to provide for the Orphanage
and the College, after other dear friends are d@ri@an you trust God then?” Blessed be the name of
the Lord, this fiery trial has never even left $maell of fire upon me; | know whom | have believed.
Then a dear brother, our best worker, our heartekter, comes to me, and says, “Goodbye, dear Pas-
tor; perhaps | may never see you again on earth.isHvery ill, and about to lie under the surgeon’s
knife, and the fear is that he may not rally. Ilgome and say to myself, “What shall | do withousth
useful man?” And then | have to say, “Why, do? Dwat have done before—trust in the living God.”
If you once get to walk the walk of faith, the Londll often try you in this way, to see whether you
come up to your own confession—whether you reallgttin the Lord, and have your expectation from
Him alone. Can you truly say—

“Yes, should You take them all away,
Yet would | not repine”?

If every earthly prop were knocked away, could wband by the lone power of your foundation?
God may not send you this or that trial, but Hd g&nd you a sufficient amount of trial to let yeee
whether your faith is truth or talk, whether youwéaruly entered the spiritual world, or have only
dreamed of doing so. Believe me, there is a grfferehce between a diamond and a paste gem, and th
Lord would not have mistaken at the last. So, ye| he trials of faith are very varied.

[Il. In the third place, YOUR FAITH WILL BE TRIED INDIMDUALLY. The text says the trial of
your faith. O dear friend, it is an interesting subjegtit not, the trial of faith? It is not quite pteasant
to study alone the trial gfour faith. It is stern work when it comes to Yeur trial, and the trial ofour
faith. You have not gone much into that particalepartment, perhaps. Well, | say again, do not wash
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do so. Do not ask for trials. Children must not esske whipped, or saints pray to be tested. Tieae
little book which you will have to eat, and it wile bitter in your mouth, but sweet in your stomdhbht
book is the trial of your faith. The Lord Jesus i8hhas been glorified by the trial of His peopl&gh.

He has to be glorified by the trial gbur faith. You are very obscure, perhaps, dear brotfiea have
but few talents, my dear sister. But, nevertheldsse is a particular shape and form of trial thdk
have to be exercised upon you rather than uponrengtse. “Oh,” say you, “I know it, sir. | know"it.
Well, then, if you know it, do not complain of hecause when you have your own trial, and the afial
your own faith, you are only treated like the resthe family. What son is there whom the fatheaszh
tens not? You are only treated like the Head offémaily. You are only treated in the way which the
great Father of the family knows is necessary #alli God had one Son without sin, but He never ha
a son without trial, and He never will have unte& Has taken us all home out of this world. Why $thou
we expect that God should deal better with us thamloes with the rest of His chosen? Indeed it doul
not be better, after all, because these trialshrereneans of working out our lasting good. But ivere

not so, who am [, and who are you, that God shpalidper us? Would we have Him put us in a glass
case and shield us from the trials which are comtoaal the chosen seed? | ask no such portion. Let
me fare as the saints fare. | only wish to have thread and their water, and love their Fathed, fah

low their Guide, and find their home. We will takar meals with them, whatever God puts upon the
table for them, will we not? The trial of our faitnll be all our own, and yet it will be in fellovag
with all the family of grace.

IV. YOUR FAITH WILL BE TRIED SEARCHINGLY. It will be nochild’s play to come under the
divine tests. Our faith is not merely jingled oe ttounter like the shilling which the tradesmarpsuss,
but it is tried with fire, for so it is written, ‘have chosen you in the furnace of affliction.” Tilews of
the flail of tribulation are not given in sport, ton awful earnest, as some of us know who havea bee
chastened sorely, almost unto death. The Lord thesvery life of our faith, not its beauty and its
strength alone, but its very existence. The iraremsninto the soul; the sharp medicine searchemthe
most parts of the belly; the man’s real self is entwlendure the trial. It is easy to talk of belngd, but
it is by no means so simple a matter to enduretteal.

V. Let me yet further observe, that YOUR FAITH WILL BERIED FOR AN ABUNDANTLY
USEFUL PURPOSE. The trial of your faith will inceeg develop, deepen, asidengthen it“Oh,” you
have said, “I wish | had more faith.” Your prayeillwe heard through your having more trial. Ofian
our prayers we have sought for a stronger faitlod& within the veil. The way to stronger faith adly
lies along the rough pathway of sorrow. Only ashfas contested, will faith be confirmed. | do not
know whether my experience is that of all God’spepbut | am afraid that all the grace that | hgoe
out of my comfortable and easy times and happydionight almost lie on a penny. But the good that |
have received from my sorrows, and pains, and gyriefaltogether incalculable. What do | not owe to
the hammer and the anvil, the fire and the file?at\do | not owe to the crucible and the furnace, th
bellows that have blown up the coals, and the haimidh has thrust me into the heat? Affliction ie th
best bit of furniture in my house. It is the beebk in a minister’s library. We may wisely rejoice
tribulation, because it works patience, and pateexperience, and experience hope, and by that way
we are exceedingly enriched, and our faith growenst

The trial of our faith is useful, not only becautstrengthens it, but becausdeaads to a discovery
of our faith to ourselves.notice an old Puritan using this illustration. kiys you shall go into a wood
when you please, but if you are very quiet, you mat know whether there is a partridge, or a paegs
or a rabbit in it, but when you begin to move abautmake a noise, you very soon see the living-cre
tures. They rise or they run. So, when afflicti@mes into the soul, and makes a disturbance ardbre
our peace, up rise our graces. Faith comes ous dfiding, and love leaps from its secret place-1
member Mr. William Jay saying that birds’ nests laaed to find in summertime, but anyone could find
a bird’s nest in winter. When all the leaves affetlod trees the nests are visible to all. Oftethedays
of our prosperity, we fail to find our faith, butwn our adversity comes, the winter of our triaklsahe
boughs, and we see our faith at once. We are bateve believe now, for we feel the effect of fai
on our character. “Before | was afflicted | wentrag,” said David, “but now have | kept Your word.”

6 Tell someone how much you love Jesus Christ. VolBe




Sermon #2055 The Trial of Your Faith 7

He found that his faith was really there by hisgieg God’s Word in the time of his affliction. I ia
great mercy, then, to have your faith tried, that ynay be sure beyond all manner of question that y
are a true believer.

Besides, when faith is trigtlbrings God glory Oh, how it honors God when a man can say with a
smiling face in prospect of death, “Good-bye, da@grl may never see you here again, but we sheditm
above!” We who are in health envy the brother whe &uch joy amid sharp pain. | went the other day
to see a dear brother who has since then gone aHewwas swollen with dropsy, and was close to the
brink of the grave, but to hear the song of assteand the utterances of his joy was most sweet and
cheering. It made me feel how good God is to Hisasds. He never leaves nor forsakes them, when
they come to their most painful times.

This trial of our faithdoes good to our fellow Christianshey see how we are supported, and they
learn to bear their troubles bravely. | do not kremything that is better for making us brave thasde
others believe in Christ and bear up manfully. €e that blind saint so happy makes us ashamed to be
sad. To see content in an inmate of the work-h@osepels us to be thankful. Sufferers are our tytors
they educate us for the skies. When men of Godsuéfier—when they can bear poverty, bereavement
or sickness, and still rejoice in God, we learnitay to live the higher and more Christ-like lif&hen
Patrick Hamilton had been burned in Scotland, @@ t® his persecutors, “If you are going to buny a
more, you had better do it in a cellar, for the kenof Hamilton’s burning has opened the eyes of hun
dreds.” It was always so. Suffering saints arentjvéeed. Oh, that God might help us to such fHith,
when we come to suffer in life, or to expire in tgave may so glorify God that others may beliave i
Him! May we preach sermons by our faith which sballbetter than sermons in words.

My time has gone, and | have much to say to yevarted to say to you about the trial of your faith,
dear friends, that SOME ARE TRIED VERY SPECIALLYor8e endure many more tests than others,
and that is because God has a great favor to thiemy men God does not love well enough to whip
them. They are the devil’'s children, and the hebv&ather does not trouble them. They are none of
His, and so He lets them have a happy life, andgper an easy death, “there are no bands in thatinde
but their strength is firm. They are not in troubkother men, neither are they plagued like atien.”

But they are to be pitied, and not envied. Woe wao that laugh now, for you shall weep! Woe unto
you who have your portion in this life, for it shgb ill with you in the world to come! God’s chiieh
are often much chastened because they are muath [A®many as | love, | rebuke and chasten.” Men
take most trouble with that which is most precioilscommon pebble will be let alone, but a diamond
must be fretted on the wheel till its brilliancedisplayed.

Some persons are also much tried in their faitrabge they are very fit for it. God has fitted the
back for a heavy burden, and the burden will be.gda has constituted them on purpose that they
should be helpful in filling up “that which is betd of the afflictions of Christ, for His body's sk
which is the church.” Men build strong columns hesmthey are meant to carry great weights. So God
makes great Christians, on purpose that they shmmdd great afflictions for His glory.

He does this also because He would have some meimta special service. What an honor it is to
do the Lord a special service! When some man inaoonry behaves himself very grandly, and wins a
battle, what will her Majesty do? Why, she will defor him next time a war arises. If any of you are
brave in bearing affliction, you shall have the twoof enduring more affliction. Does not every setd
court the opportunity of service? He that looksradvis soldiers says of a certain one, “I shall send
him; he is feeble and faint-hearted; yonder vetésahe man for me.” Do not think that you would be
honored by being allowed to ride to heaven on thé¥ebed. True honor lies in being permitted torbea
and suffer, side by side with Him of the bloody atvend of the five open wounds. This is the revedrd
the saints—that they should on earth be decoraifd-w

“Many a sorrow, many a tear.”
They shall walk with their Lord in white, for theye worthy.

Yes, dear friends, the Lord often sends us greasds than others, because He means to qualify us
for greater enjoyments. If you want to make a magable of holding more water, you dig it out, day
not? And many a man has been dug and enlargedflmyiaf. The enlargements of trial enable us to

Volume 34 Tell someone how much you love Jesussthri 7




8 The Trial of Your Faith Sermon #2055

hold more grace and more glory. The more a graaaeas suffers, the more he becomes capable of en-
tering into fellowship with Christ in His sufferisgand so into fellowship with Christ in His glooy
and by.

Come, let us be comforted as to the trial of oithfa here is no hurt in it. It is all for good. &Hrial
of our faith is entirely in the hands of God. Nolaxhn try us without God’s permission. He will urg
just as much as we ought to be tried, and no nwiele He tries us with one hand He will sustain us
with the other. If He gives us bitters, He will gius sweets in full proportion. A dear sister gaigne
this week, “When | used to be in poverty and iruble, the Word of God was much sweeter to me than
it is now that | am prospered.” | do not wondeiitat have made a similar remark when | have been
long without an illness. Some of us have cried,K&8 ae back to my sickness again. Take me back to
slander and rebuke again.” A Scotch saint said i they met in the moss, or by the hillside, and
were harried by Claverhouse and his dragoons, Ghlias present at the sacraments in the heather much
more than He ever was afterwards when they gottimachurch, and sat down quietly. Our worst days
are often our best days, and in the dark we see thiat we never saw in the light. So we will nateca
pin what it is that may befall us here, so longza&l is with us, and our faith in Him is genuine.ri€h
tian people, | am not going to sympathize with ybut congratulate you upon your troubles, for the
cross of Christ is precious.

But you that do not love my Lord and Master, if yali in riches, if your eyes stand out with fat-
ness, | mourn over you. Bullocks fattened for tlaighter, your joys are but the prelude to your svoe
Oh, that God would have mercy upon you, and thatwould have mercy upon yourselves, and flee at
once to Jesus, and put your trust in Him! Faitthie work, offices, and person of the Lord Jesubes
way of salvation. May He help you to run in it listhour, for His name’s sake! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—MATTHEW 7:1 3-29.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—691, 731, 700.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON.

DEAR FRIENDS—In answer to a general desire thaiolutd let my beloved readers know of my condition,
will write a line or two each week. Owing to extremveakness it has taken me the whole week to mgcunny
retreat, but at each stage | have found mysetfla better, and | can now walk a little—a veryldif yet for this |
am deeply grateful to Him “who restores our lifeHope, by rest in this genial climate, to recomre, strength,
and freshness of mind, and then | trust all willdpent, in future days, for God’s glory. Througk thlessing of
God upon the labors of Messrs. Fullerton and Senitheering work is going on at the Tabernacleglrbg read-
ers to pray that the Lord may be glorified amorgpleople in the absence of the usual worker, aatdhle print-
ed sermons may speak with power when the preaameeti is silent.

Yours, dear friends, in Christ Jesus,
C. H. SPURGEON.
Mentone, Nov. 24, 1888.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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