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“But | will have mercy upon the house of Judah, angill save them by the Lord their God, and will
not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by batilehorses, nor by horsemen.”
Hosea 1:7.

GOD is very considerate towards the messengers by vHemelivers His word to meihey are
bound to deliver His word faithfully, whatever thdings may be. Sometimes the burden of the Lord is
very heavy. The prophets have to denounce woe woen with terrible monotony of threat, and then it
is that God hastens to relieve them by giving tlaegnacious word, so that they may refresh theirthga
and not be altogether crushed beneath their loalh#Ve an instance here of the Lord’s care for His
heralds. Hosea was bound to say, in the name dfdite “I will no more have mercy upon the house of
Israel; but I will utterly take them away,” but winbe had saithat, with heavy heart and tearful eye, he
was allowed to add, “But | will have mercy upon theuse of Judah.” The Lord will not let our spirit
fail beneath a burden which is all of grief, but Wi grant us the high privilege of proclaimingage,
as well as publishing judgment. Dear brethren imisthif you have to preach God’s word, preach it
faithfully, and abate no syllable of its stern #@itiee Woe unto him who is afraid to preach the terod
the Lord! Woe unto the man, who refuses to puhhisd into the bitter box, and take out the wormwood
and gall which make such salutary medicine forsingls of men! We must at times speak lightning, and
prove ourselves sons of thunder. We must bringhenstorm and tempest in the heart of man, if fair
summer-tide discoursing will not touch them. Fa thost of men there is no going to heaven except by
the Weeping Cross, and we must drive them thatwitly God’s thundering sentences of judgment. Let
us lead them by the path of sorrow to the Man ofoses, sorrowing ourselves because it is so hard to
bring them to a godly sorrow. It is at our soul&xipthat we allow a warning to lie silent. “If tiveatch-
man warn them not, they shall perish; but theioblevill | require at the watchman’s hands.” Let us
think of that, and give ourselves up to our Mastevbrk, even when it is heaviest, cheered by the fa
that we have to speak of such glorious truths, guebious promises, such a gracious Christ, sddea
salvation, such full pardon for the very chief afireers, such abundant help for those that have no
strength, such fatherly compassion to those theabat of the way. Our themes of joy by far outweigh
our topics of grief, and we find the Lord’s servic@appy one.

The connection of our text suggests the thoughtttigae is a limit to the long-suffering of Gade
bade Hosea say, “I will no more have mercy upoaelst He had borne with that guilty people very
long, and overlooked their daring crimes, but Haildado so no longer; He would give them over to the
enemy, who would carry them far away, so that Isaaea distinct monarchy should cease to be. O my
hearers, God is very gracious, but His Spirit shatlalways strive with you. A little more sin, apou
may be over the boundary, and God may give yolstgp, | pray you! Do not further provoke. Repent,
and turn unto the Lord with full purpose of heart.

Having made that observation, | would make anothamely, thatthe Lord makes distinctions
among guilty men according to the sovereignty afddace.“l will no more have mercy upon the house
of Israel: but I will have mercy upon the houseJofiah.” Had not Judah sinned too? Might not thelLor
have given up Judah, also! Indeed He might justlyehdone so, but He delights in mercy. Many sin,
and righteously bring upon themselves the punishmee to sin; they believe not in Christ, and die i
their sins. But God has mercy, according to thatpess of His heart, upon multitudes that couldbeot
saved on any other footing but that of undeservectyn Claiming His royal right He says, “I will hav
mercy on whom | will have mercy.” The prerogativieneercy is vested in the sovereignty of God; that
prerogative He exercises. He gives where He pleasesHe has a right to do so, since none have any
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claim upon Him. We are all under His rule, and bgttrule we are under condemnation, and if He
should leave us there, it would be strictly justt #h any are saved it is an act of pure, undeskgrace,
for which He is to have all the praise.

Note, too, that even in the dark times, when winaligons go astray from Hinie still reserves unto
Himself a people’l will no more have mercy upon the house of I§raet | will have mercy upon the
house of Judah, and will save them.” God will hayeeople even when those who are called His people
prove unworthy of the name. There never was a rggldark but that God had a star shining through it
blackness. There never was a desert so drearydalit@uld lead a people through it, and make the wil
derness rejoice. There never shall be a time irchvkihrist will not have a remnant according to the
election of grace, who will maintain His truth athe® honor of His name. Let us be comforted by this,
and look for brighter and better times, howevekdae days may seem to be just now. God will save
His own, and by His own will keep His glory brigdmhong men.

But now the text brings us to consider this fdeatiGod will save His own people in His own way
He tells us positively how He will save the housduwdah, and negatively how He will not save thdm.
will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and vaMesthem by the Lord their God, and will not save
them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses by horsemen.” God displays His sovereignty
not only in the persons saved, but in the ways alinethat salvation is worked out.

The point which we shall consider is God’s way aviag His people, as instanced in the text, and
we remark, firstthat oftentimes God puts visible means aside itirtpavith His people;Not by bow,
nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by éimrsn.” Secondly, He hg®od reasons for doing this;
He acts with infinite wisdom. Thirdlfthere is a gospel in thisy gospel which has special relation to us.
Oh, for a blessing from the Spirit of the Lord!

|. First, then, GOD IS PLEASED VERY OFTEN, IN WORKIN&ALVATION, TO PUT MEANS
ASIDE. He said of Israel, “I will break the bow Israel in the valley of Jezebel.” He thus struck aiu
the hands of His people their only defense; thel/thasted in their bow, and the Lord destroyed it.

First,the Lord does this in the work of salvation by graalvation is of the Lord alone. Salvation is
not of human merit, for there is no such thingnBleof demerit you can find anywhere and everywhere
but of merit there is none. “When we have donevadl are unprofitable servants: we have done no more
than it was our duty to have done.” But we haveduarte all. Alas! On the contrary, we have doneehos
things which we ought not to have done, and we heftaindone the things which we ought to have
done, and there is no health in us. In ourselvefawe neither health, help, nor hope. We are net, w
cannot be, saved by our works. We dismiss thewdtraan honest indignation, each one of us for him-
self. Neither are we saved by any good dispositwimish lie dormant and latent within us, for thare
no such things. There is none good, no not one.lBEat is, in every case, deceitful, and despgratel
wicked. Who can bring a clean thing out of an uacfe No one. If our salvation depended upon our
hearts going after God of themselves, and the mgtd our nature ascending towards the Most High of
themselves, it would be a hopeless case. But diyiaee waits not for man; neither tarries for thass
of men. When we were yet without strength, in dugetChrist died for the ungodly. “You has He
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and iri 3ins.first movement is from God to us, not from us
to God. As soon expect the darkness to createdlieasl expect the sinner to turn his own heart¢o th
Lord. We are saved by the Lord’s grace, not bywarks, nor by our feelings, nor by our desires, nor
even by our sense of need. | believe it is oneablgeGod’s infinite wisdom in each individual catse
make this doctrine clear to the understanding &edheart. Certainly it is one object of every faith
ministry. We preach down the creature, and pregchthe Savior. Yet, preach as we may, self-
righteousness is so natural to man, self-trush isomgenial to our proud imbecility, that we canget it
out of men till the Holy Spirit comes. Every mais lown Savior is the kind of doctrine which is papul
but to set aside our own doings is to offend marsge before me a picture which was once before the
mind of Isaiah. Our nature seems like a rainboveoieal field of grass in the early days of summese Th
golden kingcups are intermingled with flowers oegvhue. What a luxuriant garden! Wait a moment!
A wind comes—a hot sirocco burns its deadly wayheTgrass withers, the flower fades: because the
spirit of the Lord blows upon it: surely the people grass.” So have we seen men glorious in dvair
self-righteousness, boastful of their moral puatyd we have half thought, surely there is something
all this! We walk over the same field after theheiting work of the Holy Spirit has been there, areh
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have been convicted of sin, and we see nothinglisappointment, and hear nothing but confession of
failure. We see no flowers, but dead, withered greow soon has the glory departed! The comeliness
of the field is passed away as in the twinklinginfeye!

You cannot have forgotten, some of you, when thigkle self-withering happened to you. When
God's rebukes corrected you, your beauty passe¢ awahe moth. Before | was instructed as to my-
self, | thought myself as good a fellow as coulddaend within fifty miles, but when the Spirit ofad
had revealed me to myself, | thought myself theebasreature within five hundred miles, or, forttha
matter, even outside or inside of hell itself. Yfoay, perhaps, have seen a picture drawn by a oginnin
artist. It represents a lady, very fair and beautib look upon, but the picture is so contrivedttiiou
discover underneath it the form of death. That Wiappeared outwardly so lovely is only a veiled-ske
eton. Just that kind of change the Spirit of Godesaupon our moral beauty; He turns it into coriarpt
by making us see what we really are. The boneleo$keleton of depraved nature stand out through th
proud flesh of our self-righteous pride. Then we tor God for mercy. Then we give up all idea of-sav
ing ourselves. Neither bow, nor sword, nor horse, morsemen, are any longer our confidence. The
weapons of our self-help are looked upon by useapeons of rebellion—and they really are so, and we
throw them away, and will have nothing further owlith them. The man upon whom there is found a
bad coin is very earnest in declaring that it iseof his, somebody must have slipped it into loiskpt.

He will not own it. A little while ago he thought himself, “What a splendid imitation it is! How Weé
have cheated the Queen!” Self-righteousness isimgpthut a piece of counterfeit coin, and when all
goes well with us, we say, “How well | have doneHbow splendid is my righteousness!” But when the
Spirit of God arrests us, then we are anxious taideof the very thing wherein we gloried. Whatsva
our righteousness we reckon to be as filthy ragsd-vesm reckon according to truth. Thus God saves us,
not by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, nor bydes;, nor by horsemen, but by His grace, which comes
to us freely when Jesus is made of God unto usamsdighteousness, sanctification, and redemption.

It is so in the actual salvation of men, ahé often so in their calling to this salvatiodVas any
man ever converted in the way in which he expetddae? | hardly think so. | know what you thought
would happen; at least | know what many expectyThbek for an interesting incident. They suppose,
perhaps, that they will have a very wonderful dreamthat, going to hear a minister, there will be
something very striking in the sermon which wilhiath or depress them, so that they will be tempted t
commit suicide, or do some other outrageous thrassibly, on the other hand, they half expect that
there will happen, a sudden death in the familysiokness upon many, and that so they will be im-
pressed. Or, possibly, like Martin Luther with fiiend Alexis, they may be walking out in a thunder
storm, and Alexis will be killed, and they will la@oused in that way. I, myself, always looked fame-
thing very remarkable, but it did not come to madAyet something happened which was more remark-
able than the most remarkable thing would have ;begmply heard the gospel command, “Look unto
Me, and be you saved.” | looked and I lived, arat ik all the story | have to tell you. Dear heatleat
is all the story, very likely, you will ever have tell. You have come in here tonight, and perhaps
have even desired that something very wonderful takg place. Nothing of the sort may happen, and
yet the infinite mercy of God may visit your heartd sweetly melt it. Before ever you are aware, you
may say to yourself—

“I do believe, | will believe,

That Jesus died for me,”
and, on a sudden, that change will come over yonhi¢h you have so often heard—by no means the
physical change which you have looked for, theasegant delirium of sorrow struggling with delight.
You will simply drop into the arms of Christ, argbt in His great sacrifice, and find peace. Thditlvei
all. You will not be saved by bow, nor by swordy hy battle, nor by horses, nor by horsemen, bu by
simple trust in the Lord alone. What more do yount®aVhat more can you hope to receive?

| feel very grateful to God whenever a person laites his conversion to me. | feel both honored
and humbled. But if you are brought to the Lordudesand no word of mine shall be used, but only tha
still small voice which speaks in solemn silencéhe heart, | shall be equally pleased, so longoas
are saved. If hungry souls receive the bread ovdrga will not fret because they took it from some
other hand than mine, Oh, that even now the Lomiddif might come like the dew which falls in its
own special way, and may He refresh your hearts etgrnal life, and fulfill this word, “I will save
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them by the Lord their God, and will not save theyrbow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor
by horsemen.”

In the next place, the same thing is true with r@édathe progress of religion, and the work of re-
vivals. Let every man work as he feels called to do, mhedihe follows the rules of his Lord, but we
have seen revivals of which it was said at thd,fit&/e will get up a revival.” Revivals can be gap,
but are they worth the trouble? What has beenndeoéthem all? A few years after, the result, vehisr
it? | hear an echo say, “Where is it?” | cannot yel what has become of it; in many cases | feat t
the disappointed church has become harder tohsiir it was before. Brethren, | hopefully believatth
there will soon come a deep, widespread, lastinyakof religion, and it may be it will come juas it
used to in apostolic times. How did they act inudalem? What did they do throughout Asia Minor?
What was the apostles’ plan? | cannot find, forlifeeof me, that they did anything else but preduoh
gospel, while at the same time they went from haadeuse, and held meetings for prayer, and theis t
kingdom of Christ came. They did not work up a vavi but they prayed it down. They simply waited
upon the Lord in supplication and service. Theyhhigave tried other plans had they been so unwise a
to think of them. They would never have toleratieel lodges of the present period, the adaptations of
the gospel, and the degrading of it, by seculdutes, entertainments, and so forth. They neveardeel
of keeping abreast of the times with liberal pholpisical teaching, but | recollect that Paul waseswn-
lutely ignorant as to say, “lI determined not to knanything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified.” Standing all together the chosen preasiof the first days could assert—"We preach Chris
crucified.” They could all sayhat, and say it emphatically. All the men of the colegf the apostles
stuck to that theme, and see the effect!—

“Nations, the learned and the rude,

Were by these heavenly arms subdued,

While Satan raging at his loss,

Abhorred the doctrine of the cross.”
| wish all the churches would try this old way agdor it seems to me that the world will neversod-
dued to Christ by the wooden sword of reason, hiyt by the true Jerusalem blade of a gospel redeale
from heaven. Until we take up such methods as owd bas ordained and make our sole confidence to
be in the Lord our God, who “will not save by bomgr by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by
horsemen,” we shall never see great results. Gpagaching, fine preaching, eloquent preaching! Yes,
but the apostle was afraid of it, lest the faitthisf converts should stand in the wisdom of merauth
he could have spoken with the tongue of an ora&®id not use the wisdom of words, lest the cabss
Christ should be of no effect.

“But, surely,” cries one, “we must have some adeament in theology. We ought to know more
than our old fathers did.” This is the pride of dwearts. Would you advance beyond the apostles? Int
what can you advance but into the ditch of erron@yrdid not crave for an advance in the apostolic
times, but they were satisfied to speak over atmirthe words of this life.” They remained true tioe
“faith once and for all delivered to the saintsytiahey found salvation in this primitive revelatioVhy
should we go gadding elsewhere? Depend upon itv@lbaot save men by advanced thought, nor by
eloquent discourses, nor by literary beauties; Wil save them by the Lord their God, and will not
save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, tmsés, nor by horsemen.”

| believe that the same great truth will be madeaagntas to the establishment of the truth of God
in this land.How my soul has been burdened with the many that haned aside, and the few that re-
main faithful to the covenant God of Israel! Théss are not so very few as some would make them ou
to be, but yet they are sadly scant in number. Rasreserved unto Himself seven thousand that have
not bowed their knee to Baal. Oh, that there wetlgoasand times as many! But we have striven with
all our might to bear our outspoken testimony tog bld faith, and we have hopefully thought, that
many would rally to the cry, but it is not so, nperhaps, is it God’s mind that it should be. Méermi-
nence have held their tongues, and brethren onlemtafor the gospel have practically gone ovehto t
enemy. | am sure that the Lord will confound theeadary, and bring forth His truth as the noonday;
but it may not be as we would suggest. He has Wisway; let us watch for Him to make bare His arm.
Perhaps those who are faithful must stand alonet fmear their witness in solitary places, and lge th
objects of general derision. Perhaps for many a yeaheavenly fire will only smolder amidst thénas
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es. But it is all right; truth shall hold the crowhthe causeway yet, and Christ’'s own word shiallts
head from the waves that have washed over it, artidfairer for the washing; for the truth has God
might with it, and it must prevail. He “will saveém by the Lord their God, and will not save them b
bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nohbysemen.” We must be content to subside; to be
nothing; to be never heard of; to die. So be i@ truth shall live. This will be better than ieviormed

a numerous band, and carried everything by magsritand set up a strong party, and won the day, for
then man might be great, and God be forgottennbwt He shall be all in all. When you have seen how
| fail, and those that are with me, and how plamd efforts are futile, you will all the more cleadee
what the Lord can do.

Dear friends, | would make one other applicatiorthefse words, and | trust it may be profitable to
you. The text has a voice to God’s people in the dayoaible | may be addressing godly people who
are in most terrible distress. You have faith indGleat He will bring you out of your affliction. Na&
tain that faith, and if for a long time no deliveca should come, still maintain it. Perhaps youehav
hopes from a certain quarter. Those hopes may ¢tomething; that cistern will leak. You have anathe
friend to whom you can apply. Yes, you can apgigt is all that will happen, for that tank alsodsho
water. When you have tried all the cisterns, beaweisough to recollect the fountain. It may be thate
will come a day when every door will be fast closadd you will see no way of relief whatever, but
then you will remember that there will remain theeavay, which you should have followed at the first
In such an hour let my text speak with you, “Helwdve them by the Lord their God, and He will not
save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, bssls, nor by horsemen.” What a glorious vision is
that of Jehovah alone with His own right hand gettio Himself the victory! When Israel came out of
Egypt, what armies vanquished Pharaoh? Who foughsmel’'s side to bring them out of Egypt? No-
body. Then there was no human victor to extol, mm&in warrior to praise, but clear and plain the inym
rang out—"Sing unto the Lord, for He has triumplggatiously.” If there had been an ally with God the
glory might have been divided, but as it was, tbedLalone was exalted in that day. When Israellibug
with Amalek it is evident that the battle never eiegged upon their fighting, for—

“While Moses stood with arms spread wide,

Success was found on Israel’s side;

But when through weariness they failed,

That moment Amalek prevailed!”
So that the real fighting was done by those ugliftends that brought down the divine success, and
made Joshua mighty in the battle. When Israel edb$ise Jordan, and came into the Promised Land to
fight the Canaanites, the very first conquest wes bf Jericho. Did they bring battering-rams te th
walls? Did they gradually throw down the structwiéh their axes and picks? Oh, no! They compassed
the city seven days, and God made the walls toniain the people gave a shout. In the memorable de-
liverances of God’s people, God has said to therskécause, “Stand back; let My glory come to the
front.” The bow, the sword, the battle, the horsey] the horsemen, He has sent them all about their
business, and then the Lord their God has led dne and His enemies have been scattered like te du
of the threshing floor. When He takes up the quafrélis covenant He makes short work of it, fonet
Lord is a man of war; Jehovah is His name,” andmiHe lays bare His arm to defend the cause of His
people, He wants no helpers. Now can you lean er.¢ind? Can you grasp the Invisible? Can you lean
aloneon God, and forego all helpers? Can you graspobiied arm, and let all other things go? O man
of God, if you can, you shall glorify God, and yslhall surely be delivered! If you must have youwbo
and your sword, or else give up hope, then théebasts with yourself. How can you plead the pEni
of God? But when you put the bow aside, and thedwohung on the wall, then can you go to Him
who is better to you than bow and sword, and restiin, and He will work gloriously, so that His own
name shall be magnified, and you shall be bledsacy the Holy Spirit to apply that truth to angdnt
here that is heavy by reason of sore conflict &t tilme. Oh, for grace to rest in the Lord and vt
tiently for Him, for in His own time and way He \Wwork, and none shall hinder Him.

So much upon our first point, that oftentimes Gatsghe means aside in dealing with His people.

II. But now, secondly, God has GOOD REASONS FOR THIshdll very briefly touch upon this
theme. The Lord is full of wisdom, and His doinge &ver prudent. He always has good reasons for
everything, but one of the things we should neweisdto ask His reasons. It is an unreasonabhg tia
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ask God to give reasons for what He does. His angwarrogant questioners is—“May | not do as |
will with My own?” Oh for grace to be silent whe@od is silent! Is He not God, and we worms of the
dust? Who shall presume to ask Him why or what bles@ Better far to say, “It is the Lord, let Him do
what seems Him good.” If He never gave us a re&sowhat He did, we ought to be well content to
leave all with Him, knowing that He must do thatigéhis best and wisest.

But, so far as in humility we may dare to look, ase/e looked, and we believe that the Lord’s ways
are intended, firsto prevent all boastingHow prone we are to self-esteem! How wickedlyrale God
to honor ourselves! If God uses—if God uses any sort of means—yet there is noitctedhe means
which He uses, but to Himself only. | read the otti@y of a certain writer who says, “l wrote theifo
hundred pages of this book with one pen.” Wherhas pen? Does anybody want it? If it were adver-
tised as an exhibition, | should not go to seéctare a deal more for the hand that wrote, andviaat
was written, than for the pen with which it was ttem. A common goose-quill it was in the case re-
ferred to, and no more. Ah, how plainly can we wbere the quill came from! God uses men for a cer-
tain purpose, as we use a hammer, or a saw, arvlaisappose that when we had done with such tools,
and put them back into the box, they all begarryp“See what we have done! What a sharp saw | was!
What a heavy hammer | was! Did | not hit the nailtbe head?” Such boastings would be foolishness.
Shall the axe boast itself against him that hewtb w? We do not judge that the instrument ought to
take credit to itself, but it does so in our caseemever it can, and this is a great injury to wsn& of us
might have enjoyed a much larger blessing, if wet i@t grown top-heavy with the blessing we already
enjoyed. God saved a soul or two by you, my deandr, and you began to rub your hands, and think
that you were something better than an angel. Yerewunning away with God’s glory, and thus end-
ing your own influence. Often this is the causeha drying up of hopeful usefulness. The instrument
began to exalt itself, and so the Lord put up tbe,lthe sword, the horses and the horsemen, and the
all men saw what powerless things these were. @2l the Lord may never feel compelled to leave you
and me to ourselves! Oh, that He may deign to hasdoy using us to His glory. | had far rather die
than stand a withered tree in the vineyard of tbhedl.and yet, what better should | be if He witldre
the dew of His grace from me?

Next, He does thito take us off from all reliance upon second cawsgsoutward mean¥ ou peo-
ple of God, the process of weaning is, with yodl, dften a long and tedious one, but if ever iats
complished, your faith will rejoice, even as Abrahmade a great feast at Isaac’s weaning.

My dear hearers, some of you are not saved yet| aititell you what happens with many of you.
You come here on Sabbath days, and to Monday pragetings, and Thursday services, and | am glad
to see you. You also read your Bibles; | am glathaf. You say a thing you call a prayer; | do kadw
whether | am glad abodhat But | will tell you what you are doing. You areaking yourselves quite
comfortable, as if, by some singular process, salwavould insensibly penetrate you by your being
found in good company, hearing the Word, and sd_.ebme remind you that these things were never
prescribed as the way of salvation. | do not want §o run away from hearing the Word, or from the
use of the means, but | do want to assure you ifhaiu trust in these means, you will be disappein
in the result. These are mere pitchers, but thélynet quench your thirst if there is no water hem.
Look to God, not to your minister. Get to Jesus séihrather than to the sacred Book. Remember how
the Savior puts it—for this is not a wrested regd#fYou search the Scriptures; for in them you think
you have eternal life: but you will not come to bhat you might have life.” Pass beyond the Scrggur
to the Christ whom the Scriptures reveal. Do nay $h the porch of the Word, but enter the house of
the truth itself, which is Christ Jesus. It is Botging hymns and saying prayers; it is gettinthe Lord
in praise and really coming to Christ in prayewish you not to stay away from any of the servides;
wish you to be where the means may be blesseduphyd the means of themselves cannot save you.
There is nothing in preaching—there is nothing il service that can mechanically bring salvation
to you, and do not expect it. “You must be bornijarou must distinctly go to Christ for yourselse
for the Lord saves men by the Lord Jesus Christ,H& will not save them by books, and prayer meet-
ings, and sermons any more than He would save Juddte bow, the sword, the battle, the horses, and
the horsemen. The Lord set aside horse and horsenieing the people to Himself, and often He lays
people up so that they cannot get out to hear thester, or He drafts them away to some portiothef
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country where they get no sermon, that then they gaeato the God of all true sermons, and may find
salvation in Jesus Christ Himself.

Again, beloved, the Lord blesses His people Himgelf He may endear Himself to thehte re-
veals Himself to them apart from other things, thaty may seélim and know whaHe can do. You do
not know to the full what God can do so long askideps within the bounds of the ordinary means, or
you feel that you are well provided for by ordinangthods. You are apt to forget tizbd provides for
you, because your quarterly allowance is receiwedegularly. Now, suppose that your business fails.
Ah! Then God must provide for you; then you wilesghat God is doing. Suppose that, instead of being
in one place, you should be kicked about like alfalh, and still the Lord should give you rest inrH
self; then you will see what He can do. When weiaréne feather, and everybody is kind to us, we
hardly know the loving kindness of the Lord; itsis smothered up by secondary agencies. When we get
quite alone, and nobody is kind to us, and we aqgrado the Lord in solitary trust, and prove Hisveo
to comfort us, then we know more of what He is imbklf to His people. The night reveals the stars,
and sorrow and loneliness manifest the Lord’s preseBut, beloved, God does this to endear Himself
to us, that seeing more of Him we may love Him marel may say to ourselves, “What a gracious God
He is to take notice of me, to interpose for mezdme and, by His own mighty power, do for me what
the ordinary ways and means fail to do!” In thisywaso the Lord often gives a double blessing—a
blessing in the gift, and a blessing in the wagiwing.

Now look at Hezekiah’s case. Supposing Hezekiahdua out to fight Sennacherib, and had de-
feated him, a certain number of the inhabitantdestisalem would have been killed in the battle, but
when the Lord delivered Hezekiah without a batthen there were no funerals in Jerusalem. Nobody
was wounded; nobody was slain. So frequently Gddonty blesses us by the favor given, but by the
way in which the gift is sent; He saves us frormpavhich any other method would have involved. The
Lord often spares us the humiliation of being deleen upon a person who would have made his pat-
ronage bitter to us. If we had received the blessiimough some great one, he might have crowed over
us all the rest of his life. | like that bit in Addnam’s life when the king of Sodom offered him finep-
erty which he had captured. Abraham had a rigit for he had taken it in war, but he said, “I Wwibt
take from a thread to a shoe-latchet, lest you lsheay, | have made Abram rich.” No, no; the setvan
of the Lord would not have a king talk as if he tee@n the maker of the Lord’s own servant. God Him-
self will so help you, so bless you, so carry yorotigh that you shall not have to take off your tioat
any king of Sodom; neither shall he be able to gand down the city and say, “| have made Abram
rich.” God will put the king of Sodom away with therses and the horsemen, and double the mercy to
you by handing it out with His own hand after Hisroway.

| think that the Lord does this also encourage you in all future troublede has rescued you in a
way beyond means, without means, and even agagetsnand therefore you cannot be in a condition
from which He will be unable to rescue you. If y&hwuld come to be more friendless and feebler than
you now are—what then? Are your resources withiargelf or dependent upon friends? If so, you are
in an evil case. But if all your supplies are ie ttord, you are no worse off than you used to beehkV
the Lord strips you bare of your own garments, tha@m can go to His wardrobe and put on the raiment
which He has provided. You cannot wear God’s cletivhile you glory that you are wearing your own.
When want has swept your table, then all the boead will come from your God. When the Lord has
brought you down to the bare rock, then you camg@dower, and there is a chance to build a house
which will stand against flood and wind. Be reliaqon Him who can work by means, but can equally
well work without means whenever it seems goodimdight! In such confidence you will find security
against all ill weathers. The Lord changes not, thiedefore you shall not be consumed.

lll. My time is done, or else | was going to say, tyiydIHERE IS A GOSPEL IN THIS TEXT for
those here present. | can only hint at this invavierds.

The first gospel is thagalvation is possible in every cadéotice, “I will save them.” What can stand
against a divine “I will"? With God nothing is impsible. If there is nothing to help Him, what ddtes
matter? He does not need help. He expressly abijoeesid of a creature when He says, “I will notesa
them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses by horsemen.” My dear hearer, whoever you
may be, there is hope in your case; if God sahes) you can be saved. If you had to save yourgamlf,
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would not be saved, but as there is nothing waateeu, but God works salvation with His own right
hand, your case is hopeful. How clear is this! Awgv bright with comfort!

Next, salvation is to be sought of God alorigo not go wandering about to the second cause. Go
straight to the Lord Himself, and go at once. $tiforward is the best running in the world. Go
straightforward to your God, your Savior. Let thbeeno waiting for tears, feelings, repentance¢tsan
fication, or anything else; but arise at once, gado your God, and for Christ’s sake plead witimHo
have mercy upon you at this moment. As salvatioesdaot necessarily come through the outward
means, if | address any here who have neglectedutweard means, let them come away to God at
once, though they have neglected His courts, peafaifis day, and despised His ministers. You came in
here with no idea of worshipping God, but only jisssee the place, and what the preacher is likg- N
er mind, look to the Lord Jesus Christ straight @w&ith those eyes that are so blinded, look! ltiyo
cannot see, it may be that in your obedient attempbok, the Lord will give you sight. He does not
command you teee,but He does command you lmok to Him and be saved; so that, if you turn your
eyes towards Jesus, though they be sightless éyelHal will make them see. If you will trust in @tr
you may cast your guilty soul on Him at this moméfhy should you not do so? Then for you the rain
will be over and gone, and you will see the brilggtit in the clouds. Instead of the dark and dismial
ter of doubt, you shall have a summertime of hopeg eomfort. These dreary weeks of cold despair
shall give place to a season in which heaven artt shall blend in your experience in a joy unsgeak
ble. The Lord grant it, for Jesus Christ’'s sake!elm

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—2 CHRONICLE S 32.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—103 (VERSION 1), 138 , 211.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON

DEAR FRIENDS—I am still somewhat like Mephiboshetiho “did eat continually at the king’s table, and
was lame on both his feet”; but the fine summertheraof this place, and the complete rest, aredhapéstoring
me. | ask prayer that strength may return in sualay as to remain with me, that | may, for a lomgipd after-
wards, abide in my work; as also that the diviresbing may rest on the preaching of the Word.

| have great cause for gratitude because of thérumh items of news which | receive concerning ithitu-
ence of the sermons. This is a rare restorative. iya readers still find in these simple discourisesd for their
souls, and comfort for their hearts. When theyrittiste them among the unsaved, may the Spirit al Gake
them to minister life to the spiritually dead.

I am most happy in being remembered in the pragemany saints, and | would beg for more intercasgsi
not for myself only, but for all who truly preadmet gospel of our Lord Jesus.

Yours ever heartily,
C. H. SPURGEON
Mentone, Dec. 8th, 1888

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574_Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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