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OUR PLACE—AT JESUS’ FEET
NO. 2066

A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON LORD’S-DAY EVENING, JUNE 8, 1879

“At His feet.”
Luke 7:38.

THE Easterns pay more attention to posture thardeveThey are demonstrative, and express by
outward signs much which we do not express, oresgless energetically. In their courts certain-pos
tions must be taken up by courtiers. Oriental mcmamare approached in positions which indicate the
greatness of the king, and the submissivenessgidtitioner. So, in their worship, the Easternsuziol
in postures significant of the humility which shdude felt in the presence of God. The most of usth
very little, indeed, of outward postures. Perhagsde not even think enough of them. Inasmuch as in
devotion we think little of the position of the bgdet us pay all the more attention to the postirthe
soul And if it seems to us to be a matter of indiffezve whether a man prays standing as Abraham did,
or sitting as David did, or kneeling as Elijah dygt let us take care that the posture of the socére-
fully observed. One of the best positions in which heart can be found is at Jesus’ feet. Here ag m
fall, or here we may sit and follow excellent exdespto our exceeding benefit. The first thing tisat
necessary to spiritual life at all is to recognilze presence of Jesus, and to come into relatipmgitin
Him. To look at Him is salvation! As to look at theazen serpent was healing, so to look at JesrtistCh
bringseternal lifeto the soul!

After we have come to look at Jesus, and so tlseaeconnecting link between us and Him through
which salvation comes to us, we are described iag) lire various positions with regard to our LordeW
are on His heart; just as the priest of old cartielnames of the twelve tribes, so does Jesug alhrr
His people on His heart—and that is where we atkisitime. There are favored times when, like John
we are on His bosom. We feel His heart beating trith affection to us; we not only believe His lpve
but there is a kind of sense—which | may not cafise, either, for it belongs not to the grossenfoof
sensation—but there is a kind of spiritual sensitess which causes us to feel that Jesus lové§ais.
seem to say, “God is love; | know, | feel.” Foraar very hearts the love of God is shed abroadcby t
Holy Spirit. Then are we raised to His bosom, drid & blessed posture to be in—

“Oh, that we could with holy John

Forever lean our heads upon

The bosom of our Lord!”
We are described, also, as being in haedsof Christ. All His saints are in His hand. He givento
them eternal life, and they shall never perish,HerSays, “none shall pluck them out of my haneé S
your position in the hollow of His hand, while inet Father’'s hand, the hand of Christ is embraasdi, a
He tells us “none is able to pluck them out of naytter's hand.”

Then, too, we are described as being on His shmul@®es not the good Shepherd, when he finds
the strayed sheep, cast it upon His shoulderscamng it home? When Aaron stood pleading before the
Lord, he not only carried the names of the tribpsruhis breastplate, but he had them in gold upsn h
shoulders! Christ carries us on the heart of Hi®Jand on the shoulders of His power. Thus are we
perfectly safe.

You see, then, where we are. And | do not wanttgoiorget this, while | urge upon all the Lord’s
people that they should seek to be “at His feebutan keep all the other positions, and this, too!
Though that were impossible for the body, it istgyossible for the spirit; the highest delight dine
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fullest assurance are perfectly consistent withldiadiest reverence. You may rise even to the Mé&ste

lips, until you can say with the spouse, “Let Himskme with the kisses of His mouth, for His losge i

better than wine.” And yet you may still be lyingHis feet conscious of your unworthiness, and lwbwe
into the very dust under a sense of His love.

We must leave those other positions and consideotie in our text. And we have only two remarks
to make—namely, first, that at His feet is a becupposture. And, secondly, at His feet is a helpful
posture.

l. First, AT HIS FEET IS A BECOMING POSTURE. This isoper because of the majesty of His
person. As He is divine, “at His feet” is the crgats becoming place. Jesus is “God over all, leléss
forever.” Let us exhibit the lowliest reverence wheer we think of Him. He comes very near us and
we sing at the communion table—

“His sacred name a common word

On earth He loves to hear;

There is no majesty in Him

Which love may not come near.”
But there is majesty—there is divine majesty. Jeswar brother, but He is the first-born among gnan
brethren. He has a human head, but on that headarg crowns. He wears a nature like our own, but
that nature is in union with His Godhead, and wenoé think of Him without bowing with lowly adora-
tion before Him. The sun and the moon, and theeslestars make obeisance to this star of Bethlehem!
All the sheaves bow before this Joseph’s sheaft sands upright in the midst. Jesus, You are He
whom Your brethren shall praise! All Your mothesans shall bow down before You, for You are ex-
ceedingly glorious! Behold, every tongue shall essfthat You are Lord, and every knee shall bow be-
fore You; therefore with glad prostration of spisié bow at Your feet even now!

We may well bow at His feet when we remember owrarthiness. We are insignificant creatures.
That is saying little; we are sinful creatures. Eteough we have been redeemed by His preciousibloo
and shall never come into condemnation if we aréeed, believers, yet we “were by nature children o
wrath, even as others.” Undeserved mercy has maaehat we are, and if, even now, His grace were
withdrawn from us, we are fit fuel for the fires loéll! There is nothing in ourselves of which wenca
glory, and when we come near to Jesus; our plat Idis feet.” There may be some—no, | think there
cannot be among His people any that would aspiangohigher position than “at His feet” when they
think of their sins; when they evehink of their wanderings since they have known His jaMetheir
shortcomings and coldness of heart towards Him.iBtitere are any that can take a higher place, |
know that | cannot. Oh, if | may but sit forevertéis feet! If | may only look up and bless Him th
loved me, and gave Himself for me, it shall be Egingly heaven to my spirit! And do you not shg t
same? Oh, uttarothingnessyou are something as compared with us, for wdemsthan nothing! The
blank of nothingness stood not in God’s way whenchi@e to create, but in us there was an opposition
to the divine will—a something, | say, which wasra@than nothing—which resisted our Lord’s grace!
But He has triumphed, and He has saved us, anditniswours, with deep humiliation, to lie “at His
feet.”

“At His feet,” again, is a place well suited to Umecause of His well-beloved claims upon us. As
many of us as have been renewed by divine grackawe been rescued from the slavery of Satan, and
we have come into the sweet service of Christ,raowd it is our great joy to call Him Master and Lord
When we are right-minded we make a full submissibaverything to Him. We place “at His feet” all
our time, our talents, and our substance. We désitaing every thought into captivity to His dear
sway. Our ambition is that He would rule us enyirdt is a scepter of divine grace with which Jesus
reigns over His trusting people, but it is quitepasverful as the iron scepter. Oh, that He would itis
and crush our lusts with it, and break our sinfesides with it like potter’s vessels, till we shduie
wholly given up to Him!—

“In my spirit rule and conquer,
There set up Your eternal throne;
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Wean my heart from every creature,

You to love and You alone.”
This is the Christian’s desire. He would lie joyjusubmissive at the Savior’s feet, completely sotgd
by the conquering Lord.

Once more—He igll in all and we would lie at His feet to find salvationHiim and seek it no-
where else. Perhaps | am speaking to those whodtieg eternal life, and are crying after salvation
Come, beloved friend, | do not know you, but myd.dioes. Come and lie at His feet and cry, “I never
will depart until You speak peace to me.” You ao¢ fiar from finding peace in Christ when you are sa
isfied that you cannot find it anywhere else; wgen are weaned from every hope except that which is
found in Jesus, you will soon have a hope in Himain@, lie prostrate there and say, “If | perish hére
will perish ‘at His feet.”” None perish there. Bele the cross, where the full sacrifice was offered
there | cast myself; | will never stir an inch bagoathis. If the eternal thunderbolts can smitedtuss,
they shall blast me at the same time, for herelll stay! At Jesus’ feet | lie, oblivious to all elsbut
with strong resolve never to go away from Him, tesd with Him to live or die! This is what | mean,
then, by the posture of being at Jesus’ feet.

And now remember dear friends that at Jesus’ fe¢he position which the very brightest of the
saints delight to take up. When John was in the d§lPatmos and saw His Master whom he loved, he
did not desire to place his head upon His bosormdreber his words—“And when | saw Him, | fell at
His feet as dead.” Now if such a one as John thnBilay there, that is a high enough place for you
and for me: “At His feet.” Oh, let us get there!ldg down, down, high looks! Proud thoughts, down
with you! Legal hopes, self-confidence, down withuy Away, away, with everything that lifts up man,
and may Christ, alone, be exalted while we lie stfielet, for if we do not bow willingly, we shalbke
to come to it by a humbling experience. The Lord pat all thingsunderHis feet. Let us put ourselves
“at His feet.” If we will not accept Him now to be oMtaster and Lord, we shall be flung into the wine-
press of the wrath of God, and then shall He trangplon us in His wrath and crush us in His sore dis
pleasure. God save us from such a doom, and magjaiee to be at His feet!

Il. Now we shall attend to our second observation. \Adeetshown, | think, that it is a becoming
posture. But now, secondly, IT IS A VERY HELPFUL BOURE.

Turn to my text and see that it is a very helpfstore for a weeping penitent. “Behold, a woman in
the city, which was a sinner, when she knew thatigesat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an
alabaster box of ointment and stood at His feetraeHim weeping.” It helps us to repent. Do not go
and stand at Moses’ feet. You will never repentéhto stand at the foot of Sinai and tremble mayeh
its uses, but gospel repentance does not sprimg legal terror. Gracious tears are wept at Jesed! f
Oh, if you would have your heart broken till thekashall gush with rivers of repentance, stanceaus’
feet! Stand there now! If you would have a tendeairhy think of the Beloved who died for you! Think
of how those feet were pierced. This woman couldsee that, for it was not then done, but you @ s
it and mark where the nail has bored each bless®d f

“At His feet” is the best place for a penitent, fiohelps faith; for as you look down at those deat
and think, “He is God and He became a man to suffery place, and those dear feet were pierced that
my heart might be delivered from death,” you wiid faith spring up in your soul at the sight oéth
great Substitute! Such faith will bring with it plan. Standing at His feet, you will find Him turnsH
head and say to you what He said to the woman, f$ms, which are many, are forgiven you. Your
faith has saved you; go in peace.” Repentancet &par Christ, will need to be repented of; repacta
at Christ’s feet is the only repentance worth hgviwhen you weep for sin, so that you cannot see
Christ through your tears, away with them! Unbahewvtears are not such as God delights in. Bt & i
sweet, sweet thing to taste a salt repentancethamdto taste the honey of a honeyed pardon—to have
the soul smarting, and then to have it rejoicing, because it stands at Jesus’ feet.

And let me say to all weeping penitents—Get awayesus’ feet, because it is there your love will
flow, and there you will begin to think of doingmething for Him who will blot out your sin. Did not
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this woman unbind the luxuriant tresses of her headake a towel? Did she not, instead of pitcimer a
basin, use the fountains of her eyes, no, the &nstof herheart, with which to bathe His feet? And
then for ointment she broke the alabaster box @skd, and kissed, and kissed, and kissed agase th
dear, dear feet of Him who had brought salvatiohad O penitents, | pray you stand not outsidéhe
cold porch with Moses, but come indoors where Jasisomes you! And stand at His feet, and He will
give you that blessed repentance after a godly wiith shall bring you an answer of peace, andl sha
nourish life in your soul! “At His feet,” then, & helpful posture to the weeping penitent.

Now you have got your Bibles open at Luke’s sevattapter, turn over to the eighth chapter and
the thirty-fifth verse. You know the story of theamthat had a legion of devils in him who usedub ¢
himself, and who lived among the tombs. Now we reatiey went out to see what was done. And
came to Jesus and found the man, out of whom tWiksdeere departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus.”

At Jesus’ feet is the best place fonew convertWhat a state of mind and body this poor man must
have been in who was possessed of devils thatdanim over hedge, and ditch, and field, and flood—
he knew not where! Men bound him with chains, ke Bnother Samson, he snapped them. He tore
himself with flints, and knives, and thorns. Poaeteh! He rested not day or night. And ever with hi
dolorous cry he made nights hideous, so that thatygassed by the cemeteries startled, feelinglibst
had come near the gates of hell! A whole legiorde¥ils dwelt within this poor wretch. And when
Christ cast all the devils out of him, he must hagen spent and exhausted, just as after a deliare
seems no life left. He needed rest. Where was lgett@? He sat at Jesus’ feet! Do you know why he
rested there? It was because he felt the devilsl gmi press on to Jesus’ feet; he felt quite sleedev-
ils would never enter into his body again whilesa¢ at Jesus’ feet. Why, no, the devils had beemdaf
of Jesus, and had gone into the swine and rushedha sea to escape from Him!

While he sat at the feet of that great One whorleadued him from so terrible a fate, he seemed to
feel, “I am safe here.” At Jesus’ feet he pluckedcaurage and gathered strength! With his new ekth
on (he had not worn any for many a day) and higlémhhair combed out again, and his poor face that
had been covered with filth, all cleansed agaican hardly imagine the pleasurable sensation amd th
happiness that he felt! Except | remember how kehsametimes felt myself, after sharp pains and long
diseases, when | have come forth to breathe thagain, free from pain. Convalescence is very sweet
and fairly pictures how souls feel when they geti§that last. “He has saved me, but oh, | am welary;
am weary. | will sit at His feet.” And as we sithdis feet, we feel all weariness pass away.

“Old things are passed away. Behold, all thingstea@ome new.” We see a new heaven and a new
earth, and we are made completely new creaturegr&dhould we sit but at His feet who makes all
things new? You that have found Christ and nowtfyreseed rest, do not try to find rest anywhere but
in Him. Come and sit “at His feet.” Have no moreesy no more fears, no more doubts, no more des-
pairs, for Christ has saved you! Sit still and rember what He has done and what He is doing; it sti
and look up at His dear face, and say, “Blessethéealtogether lovely One who plucked me out of the
jaws of hell, and delivered me from between théhteéthe dragon.” O dear friends, there is no li&st
resting at Jesus’ feet!'—

“Here itis | find my heaven
While upon the cross | gaze.”

Now, turn with your finger a little farther to tHerty-first verse of the same chapter, and you will
find out that “at Jesus’ feet” is a very helpfulspare for a pleading intercessor—for one who isdaiin
saved, and is pleading for others. “Behold, themme a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the
synagogue: and he fell down at Jesus’ feet anduiglasddim that He would come into his house: for he
had only one daughter, about twelve years of agshe lay a dying.”

Many of us know what it is to intercede with God @hers. But there is no interceding that is as ef
ficacious as that which is done at Jesus’ feet. Wjmur heart breaks—when you feel that you do not
deserve the mercy that you are seeking—when, likaldam, you cry, “I have taken upon me to speak
unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes,” th&n that you prevail. Lie “at His feet.” But dotriie
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there as if it were somebody else’s feet. Let itJbsus’ feet, the feet of your dear Lord, who came
save you. Lie there and say, “Lord, save my daughted, save my wife,” or, “Lord, have mercy upon
my wandering, willful boy, and save him for Your rogs sake.” Plead with your whole soul! Plead
importunately, but do not plead despairingly.

If you are at Jesus’ feet, you are near to thetiarof help. You are near to Him who tenderly lsve
you, One who would not have had feet if He hadloeéd mankind, for He took His body upon Him
out of love, and His feet are a part of His frar@®l, to realize the presence of Christ when we [y,
if not, we pray out into the open common, or actbsscruel sea. | like praying right into the Mddi&s
ear; it is grand praying when Jesus is near, andspeak to Him as a man speaks to his friend. dbus
| pray now—"Lord, have mercy upon my congregatiSave the people. Lord, have mercy upon those
whom | have prayed for many a time, who still ao¢ renewed in heart.” We always prevail when we
pray so. When | know that | have gained Christis ok out for the answer as confidently as pect
an answer to a letter that | send by post! Somauofprayers do not go that way for want of our éeli
ing that He is, and that He is the rewarder of thieat diligently seek Him. But when we believe thist
will hear us, He does hear us! So, Jairus, if y@aughter is sick, pray for her, but do it “at Jésest.”

You have an ungodly relative, and you have praygehpbut perhaps you have not prayed at Jesus’
feet, and | urge you now to try that hallowed place

This fourth time will you turn a little farther, touke 10:39. “She had a sister called Mary, whikh a
so sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word.” So‘tiatesus’ feet” is the fitting place for a willingarner.

A lowly sense of our own ignorance, so that we dbdare to sit higher than “at His feet,” but aibel

ing confidence in His infinite wisdom so that we‘sit His feet” to learn of Him—this is suitable o#
much better scholars we would be if we tried torest Jesus’ feet! Some even of the Lord’s peopde a
a deal too smart; many a boy at school does not Eaything from an excellent master, for he is-con
ceited—he knows nothing, and he teaches himsath kfraid we are like that scholar. We know noth-
ing and we teach ourselves. We have prejudices—ansrof what the truths of God ought to be. This is
evil—but, oh, it is very sweet to feel, “I do natdw anything; | come and take the Bible, and asé it
photograph itself upon my heart”! Some minds dte $itained glass windows; they shut out much of the
light, and the little light that does struggle thgh, they color after their own manner. It is bettebe
plain glass so that the Lord’s light, with all @slor and delicacy of shade, may come in just astes
from heaven, with nothing gathered from ourselBeloved, | pray the Lord to free us all from preju-
dice, from self-conceit, and from opinions whiclgorate with others.

We must learn at Jesus’ feet. Not at the feet af,mdoen man goes away from Christ. At times the
Lord may send a man whom He teaches, and what therglgom him may be God’s own voice to us.
Still, we must always be ready to discriminate ket what the man says of himself, and what he says
in his Master's name, for there is a grave diffeeerf'At Jesus’ feet” we must take up our seat. Dear
young men that are beginning to study theology,taatiwish to become teachers of others, do n& giv
up to any system, and say, “I follow this doctartlwat.” John Wesley is not our master—Jesus Christ
is! John Calvin is not our Master, but Jesus Chtistloes not matter how great and good these men
were—they were worthy of the love of all the chuafhGod but we call them not Rabbi. We may fol-
low the man as far as the man follows Christ, lmitam inch farther. We must sit at Jesus’ feet; blem
teachable, child-like, confidently believing whasads says, but having no “know” of our own—taking i
all from Him!

But my time fails me, and so | must take you tol&st instance that | will give you in Luke. Look a
Luke 17—and the sixteenth verse—the chapter whrelad to you. We find that the Samaritan who had
been healed fell down on his face at His feet,ngjudim thanks. Well, then, that position is modphe
ful to every gratefulvorshipper | think | see the angels and the blood-boughs@mmmencing one of
their celestial chorales. The eye of my imaginat®almost smitten with blindness as | gaze upen th
scene. They are all brighter than the sun, andwvti@e company shines with the light of more than a
thousand-fold midday! Hear them as they commeneeapturous strain! Their notes—how sweet, how
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seraphic—as they praise the eternal Father, andltm®us Lamb of God! We hear the song. How it
swells! Hearken to the soft touches of the harparping with their harps! Do you note how the sisge
and the players of instruments seem caught upeiretistasy? But mark! As the song rises they begin t
bow. As it rises higher they bow lower, and lowaard lower. Hark! The enthusiastic fervor of theiée
has made them lift their loudest hallelujah! Andtleey cast their crowns at His sacred feet! Thele/h
company is still lifting up the song to its utmasdry, but soon they fall on their faces, prostia¢fore
the throne. “At His feet” is their loftiest positibLet us imitate them, and making the worship mece
static than before, bow before Him—

“Lo, at His feet, with awful joy,

The adoring armies fall!

With joy they shrink to nothing there,

Before the eternal All.”

So let us praise Him for all that He has done farAnd, as we praise Him, let us sink lower and
lower, and lower, till in ourselves we amething,and Christ alone lives in us! Let no thought df,se
nor wish for self, nor dream of self, intrude, beit Jesus be all in all! “At His feet.” There shallr
heaven be found! When our soul is bathed deepegaieful praise, we shall fall down on our faced a
worship the Lamb! The Lord bless you, and keepaftodis feet forever. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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