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“Therefore will | divide Him a portion with the grat, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because He has poured out His soul unto death; atelwas numbered with the transgressors;
and He bore the sin of many, and made intercesdionthe transgressors.”
Isaiah 53:12.

WE may regard this verse as a kind of covenant rbatiseen the everlasting God, the infinite Je-
hovah on the one part, and our great Representaiediator and Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ, on
the other part. The incarnate God is to be brugsetiwounded. He is to pour out His soul unto death,
and by travail of soul He is to bear the sin of gnaknd then His ultimate reward is to be that Gad w
divide Him a portion with the great, and He Hims&iall divide the spoil with the strong. Note tloud
ble recompense and joyfully distinguish betweentihe divisions—that which Jehovah makes for Him
and that which He makes Himself. Our champion, Bkether David, is to confront and conquer the
great enemy of the Lord’s people, and then He isae His reward. Unlike David, He is to pour out
His soul and die in the conflict, and then He igedoeive a glorious portion from the Father, andisde
also Himself to seize upon the spoil of the vanuogdsfoe.

At this moment, our Lord Jesus is enjoying the meWwarhich His Father has allotted Him—
“Therefore will | divide Him a portion with the gaé” He is no more despised and rejected. Who dares
to dishonor a majesty so surpassing? See how tléevitost of heaven adores Him! All the pomp of
glory is displayed around Him. To Him the cherubamd seraphim continually cry in their ceaseless
worship and undivided adoration. The four-and-twegltlers, representing the ancient and the present
church cast their crowns at His feet. And the nudsiaf the redeemed whose robes are washed in His
blood pour forth their love and life at His feete lHas His portion with the great—none are as gigat
He.

He is not only King but kingmaker for He has mads Host humble followers priests and kings un-
to God and His royalty is multiplied in each of theHow much His Father honors Him, it is not for my
tongue to tell you. And if it were possible for maetell it in words, yet the inner meaning could/eebe
compassed by such narrow hearts as ours. He hagerflory from the great Father God. He lives-for
ever, King of kings and Lord of lords and all haljahs come up before Him. Imagination cannot reach
the height of His immeasurable majesty and happines

And why these honors? What has He done to merit these immeasurableegl®rihe answer is that
He has done these four things—*He has poured ositsHul unto death; He was numbered with the
transgressors; He bore the sin of many, and madec@ssion for the transgressors.”

In addition to what His Father gives Him, it is wor of contemplation that our Lord has taken, in
His life-conflict, great spoils with His own hand$ie shall divide the spoil with the strong.” Hesha
spoiled sin, death and hell—each one the vanqusheur race, the spoiler of the entire world. Hes h
overcome these three, and in each case has ladityapaptive. What must be the spoils of such eict
ries? All the processions of triumph that ever wgmthe Sacra Via to the capitol of Rome we may dis
miss as empty pageants. All the glories of AssyB@ahylon, Persia, and Greece are blots of the cruel
past which sicken us in remembrance. These ledyilbaptive. But when He ascended on high He led
captivity captive. Jesus blesses all by His vie®mand curses none. He spoiled no man of his goods—
He only brought death on death, destruction ondémstroyer and captivity upon captivity. In all His
spoils men are gainers. And therefore, when thariate God divides the spoil with the strong, ai H
people may joyfully shout without the reservatidrasigh for the conquered and the spoiled. That wa
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a rich triumph and the spoils He won are spoils &maich myriads of believers today and shall dnric
them throughout all the ages that are to come.

And why these spoils? What has He done? These trophies—where were tloa? What was the
conflict? Here is the answer—"Because He has poawgdis soul unto death, and He was numbered
with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of mamy made intercession for the transgressors.”

It is a strange fact that | am going to declaré,itig no less true than strange—according totext
the extraordinary glories of Christ, as Savior,éall been earned by His connection with human sin.
He has gotten His most illustrious splendor, Higlest jewels, His most divine crowns out of cogin
into contact with this poor fallen race. What ism@aVhat are all men? Nothings, nobodies! This great
globe itself; what is it in connection with the vaseation of God? One grain of the sweepings @t du
behind the door! The small dust of the balancesadarger proportion to the eternal hills thass title
globe to the great worlds which speak to us adtossnidnight sky. Yet all those glittering worldsat
we can see with the telescope bear an extremelytenproportion to the illimitable fields of diviree-
ation. We know not that anywhere Christ ever cam@ ¢ontact with sin, except upon this little balle
have no revelation of any other redemption. Thiscobe star is faith’s great marvel! How shall we
comprehend that here the eternal Deity did takent#tare of a man and here did suffer in the sisner’
place, “the Just for the unjust, that He might grus to God”? All the eyes of all the angels tuhis t
way. This mystery is too great for them. They cdrammpass its full meaning but desire to look into
We know not that anywhere in all the vast creavbrGod there has ever been seen the likes of this
matchless, unparalleled deed of divine grace—tmatSon of God, in mighty love, should come down
to earth and come into contact with hunsamthat He might put it away. No one imagines thatloard
hasoften suffered. No, He has been incarnate once anddesdacrificed but once. “Once in the end of
the world has He appeared to put away sin by thefisg of Himself.” And this for guilty men! | am
overwhelmed. | would gladly sit down in silence aide way to adoring wonder.

May the Holy Spirit, Himself, now aid me, for myetkis great! | am going to speak about these
four things very briefly. | have nothing of my owmsay about them. | only want to put them befare y
as much as | can in their naked simplicity—thera Iseauty in them which needs no describing, which
would be degraded by any adornment of human spétaie. are four flints out of which you may strike
sparks of divine fire if you are but willing to séweir brightness. These four things that Jesusttel
four reasons why He is crowned with such supesdaktionor, are connected wiybu, if you have but
faith to perceive the connection—so connected ttiey will save you—will even make you partake in
the glory which has come of them.

|. The first source of the Mediator’'s glory is that,Heit of His love to guilty men, has POURED
OUT HIS SOUL UNTO DEATH.

Remember that the penalty of sin is death. “Thé #w@t sins, it shall die.” “For in the day thatuo
eat thereof you shall surely die.” As God madewss should not have died. There is about man, when
he is in connection with God, no reason for deBtit.as soon as man touched evil he was divided from
God and he took into his veins the poison whicimgsideath with it and all its train of woes. Jesus
Christ, our substitute, when He poured out His soub death, was bearing the penalty that is due to
sin. This is taught in the Bible—in fact, it is thiief theme of Holy Scripture. Whenever sin wag¢o
put away, it was by the sacrifice of a life. Alrdlugh the Jewish law it stands conspicuous thatth'\w
out shedding of blood is no remission of sin.” G@$ so impressed this truth upon humanity that you
can scarcely go into any nation, however unenligéde but there is connected with their religion the
idea of sacrifice, and therefore the idea of thferofg of a life on account of a broken law. Nowet
Lord Jesus came into such connection with men Heabore the death penalty which guilty men had
incurred.

Remember the expression—“He has poured out His sotd death.” It is deliberate. “He has
poured out His soul.” It is a libation presentedhathought and care. Not the mere spilling of Hisoll
but the resolute, determingpeuring out of His whole life unto its last drop—the pourinigout unto
death. Now, Christ’s resolve to die for you and for masanot that of a brave soldier who rushes up to
the cannon’s mouth in a moment of excitement. Baitnds practically pouring out His life from the day
when His public ministry commenced, if not befdre was always dying, by living, at such a rate that
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His zeal consumed Him—"The zeal of Your house hasreMe up.” Deliberately and as it were, drop
by drop, He was letting His soul fall upon the grdu-till at length, upon the tree of doom—He emp-
tied it all out and cried, “It is finished,” andgaup the ghost. “He poured out His soul unto déath

As it was deliberate, so it was most real and trpeay you do not think of Christ as pouring ous H
soul as though the outpouring was a kind of senttroéself-abnegation. As though it made Him spend
a sort of ecstatic life in dream-land and suffdiyon thought, intent and sympathy. My Lord sufféras
you suffer; only more keenly, for He had never iiagliHis body or soul by any act of excess so as to
take off the edge from His sensitiveness. His wagpburing out of a whole soul in all the phasesuf
fering into which perfect souls can pass. He fadt horror of sin as we who have sinned could nelt fe
it, and the sight of evil afflicted Him much motean it does the purest among us. His nea suffer-
ing, real poverty,real weariness. And when He came to His last agony,biiedy sweat was no fic-
tion—His exceeding sorrow unto death was no faki¢lgen the scourges fell upon His shoulders it was
true pain that He suffered. And the nails and theas and the sponge and the vinegar—these tell of a
real passion—a death such as probably you andllrehaer know. Certainly we shall never experience
that pouring out of our soul unto death which wasybiar to Jesus—in which He went far beyond mar-
tyrs in their most extreme griefs. There were pwftanguish about His death which were for Himself
and for Himself, alone. “He has poured out His smib death,” in grief most weighty—so weighty that
it can never be fully weighed in any scales of miosyympathy!

And He did this, remembevoluntarily. If | were to die for any of you, what would it aomt to, but
that | paid the debt of nature a little sooner thanust ultimately have paid it? For we must ak,di
sooner or later. But the Christ needed not to ti@laso far as He, Himself, was personally conedrn
There was no cause within Himself why He shouldagthe cross to lay down His life. He yielded Him-
self up a willing sacrifice for our sins; hereiedi much of the preciousness of His propitiatioryda
and to me. Love, love immeasurable, led the imnhé&uded to die for man! Let us think it over and mel
into loving gratitude. A death endured outpofe love. A death which was altogether unnecessary on
His own account and, indeed, a superfluous act g@at it behooved Him to suffer that He mightifulf
His office of a Savior and bring us near to GodisTis a matter which should set our hearts onviita
fervent gratitude to the Lord who loved us to tleaith.

“He has poured out His soul unto death.” | will saymore about it, except that you see how com-
plete it was. Jesus gave poor sinresything. His every faculty was laid out for them. To Hist rag
He was stripped upon the cross. No part of His badgf His soul was kept back from being made a
sacrifice. The last drop, as | said before, waggdwut till the cup was drained. He made no reserv
He kept not back even His innermost soul—‘He hag @b out His soul unto death.”

Consider these two truths of God together. He esLitrd God Almighty before whom the hosts of
angels bow with joy. Yet on yonder cross He powrtsHis soul unto death. And He does it not because
of anything that is in Him, that renders it necegshut foryour sake and fomine—for the salvation of
all those who put their trust in Him. Put your trus Him, then, without reserve. Pour out your soul
full trust—even as He poured otlis soul untodeath. Come and rest in Him and then see the reason
why He is crowned with majesty. His death for ysins is the reason why He divides the spoils with
the strong. He has His portion with the great bseade “died, the Just for the unjust, that He might
bring us to God.” This, which brought Him so mud¢tase, has now brought Him all His glory. Come
and trust Him! Come and trust Him wholly! Come dndst Himnow!

Il. Secondly and somewhat briefly. It appears in tlétteat our Lord did not only bear the penalty
due to sinners but HE WAS NUMBERED WITH SINNERS. €hvas numbered with the transgres-
sors.” There is a touch of nearness to the sinbeutathis which there is not in the first clause. lbears
death for the sinner. But you would not supposgoif had not read it, that He would be writtenha t
sinners’ register. He was not and could not Ismaer. But it is written, “He was numbered with the
transgressors.” O sinner, see how close Jesus donyesi? Is there a census taken of sinners? Then,
that census, the name of Jesus is written downwakenumbered with the transgressors.” He never was
a transgressor—it was impossible that He couldtbeould be blasphemy to say that the Son of God
ever was a transgressor against His Father’s lawkdim was no sin in any sense, or shape, or fois.
spotless birth, His perfect nature, His holy liferaake Him, “separate from sinners.” How, then,swa
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He numbered with the transgressors? This makéag inbre marvelous because it is so hurtful to a man
who is pure, to be numbered with the impure. Whatiledh any woman with a delicate purity of mind
think if she were numbered with the harlots? Whault any honest man among us think if he were
numbered with thieves? But that would be nothingngared with the holy Lord Jesus being numbered
with the transgressors. And yet to this He submhifte our sakes. | said that He could not be astran
gressor. But we are not like He in this. Anyonausfcould be either unjust or dishonest, for, adas,
dwells in us, and the possibilities of its stilegter development are rich! But Jesus was cleaature
and pure in heart and therefore He could neveaimetd with evil. And yet the inspired prophet says
“He was numbered with the transgressors.” This sv&similiation, indeed! This was coming down to
where the sinner lay and bowing over him to lifnhip.

Our Lord Jesus was numbered with the transgresBas, by the tongue of slander. They called
Him a drunken man and a wine-bibber—they even dallan Beelzebub. That was sharp enough for
Him to bear, whom all the angels salute as “HolglyH Holy!” Accused of blasphemy, sedition, and so
forth, He had enough to bear from evil lips. Nothimas too vile to be cast upon Him by those whd,sai
“Let Him be crucified.” Reproach never spared tpetkess one, but spent its utmost venom on Him.
Like the Psalmist, He was the song of the drunk@he very thieves who were crucified with Him re-
viled Him.

He was numbered with the transgressors in the lgastiurts of justice. He stood at the bar as a
common felon though He was Judge of all. Thougly tteuld not find withesses whose testimony
agreed, yet they condemned Him. Though Pilate bady, “Why, what evil has He done?” yet He was
taken out with two malefactors that He might digesby side with them. And then, we are told by the
evangelist, the Scripture was fulfilled—"He was rhered with the transgressors” (Mark 15:28).

To go a little farther, our Lord Jesus Christ ortleavas treated, in the providence of God, as trans
gressors are treated. Transgression sometimesslomgnen poverty, sickness, reproach and desertion.
And Jesus Christ had to take His share of all tiagesinful men. No wind was tempered for thisisho
Lamb. No winter’s frost was stayed, no night dewedlto comfort His secret agonies—

“Cold mountains and the midnight air

Witnessed the fervor of His prayer.”
All things in this world that are so keen and tagito man, because man has become so guilty, were
just as keen and terrible to Him. The sun shoneliomtill His tongue was dried up like a potsheralan
did cleave to His jaws and He cried, “I thirst.”@ hails that pierced Him tore His tender fleshhaes/t
would have torn that of the sinful. Fever parchewh HIl His tongue cleaved to His jaws. There was n
softening of the laws of nature for this Man beeahbi® had never offended. But He had to stand as a
sinner where we sinners stand—to suffer from thraraon laws of a sin-cursed world—though He was
not, and could not, be a sinner. “In Him was no’svtet He was numbered with the transgressors.

And look, my brethren. Oh, that | may know how peak properly on it! The Holy God treated Him
as if He were one ais—"it pleased the Father to bruise Him. He has pum itb grief.” God not only
turned His back on transgressors but He turnedblik on His Son, who was numbered with them.
God never can forsake the perfectly innocent, yetwho was perfectly innocent said, “My God, My
God, why have You forsaken Me?” Sinking and angwishpirit, even to soul-death, cannot come to a
man who is numbered with the perfectly righteotisvds because Jesus voluntarily put Himself in&o th
sinner’s place that He had to bear the sinner'srdd@nd He being numbered with the transgressoes, th
justice which smites sin smote Him. The frown tfadis on sin fell on Him. The darkness which comes
over human sin gathered in sevenfold night aboatgdcred brow. In the day of the Lord’s anger, “He
was numbered with the transgressors.”

As this is the reason why He is now exalted, ins®& me that you and | ought to feel a mingling of
grief and joy at this time to think that the Lordsdis would condescend to put His name down with
transgressors. You know what a transgressor ist gon? One who has done wrong; one who has bro-
ken laws, and one who has gone beyond bounds anchitied evil. Well, Jesus Christ says, “Father,
that | might save these transgressors, put My ndomen among them.” It was necessary that it should
be so, that He, standing in our place, might Kftinto His place, transferring His righteousnessgpas
He took our sin upon Himself. | could weep as llyeu that “He was numbered with the transgressors.
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| cannot preach. This theme baffles me altogetheish that you would look into it yourselves. Neve
mind my words. Think of my Lord and of these twintjs—“He has poured out His soul unto death,
and He was numbered with the transgressors.”

lll. That leads me to the third matter by which the Ldedus Christ has won His victories and
earned reward of God. It is this—*HE BORE THE SIF ®IANY.”

Now do not think that these words are mine, andefbee find fault with them. Deliberately observe
that these are the words of the Holy Spirit. “Heebthe sin"—"“He bore the sin of many.” They quibble
with us for saying that He bore the chastisemergimf We shall say it none the less plainly. But we
shall go much further and insist upon it that réitly, Jesus bore the sin of man. Or else why dacdi¢?
Why did He die at all? “He was man,” you say, “atiterefore, He died.” There was no reason why the
Christ should die because He was a man—for beimg Wdthout the taint of sin and having lived a
spotless life, and having never violated the lawsold—there could be no justice in Christ’'s dying at
all, if there was not some reason for it apart fidimself. It is an act of injustice that Jesus dtdae
permitted to die, at all, unless there can be faurehson apart from His own personal conduct. If death
is the consequence of sin, there being no sin insChhe consequence could not follow without the
cause. You tell me that by wicked hands He wasifiede—it was so, and yet the Scripture assures us
that this was by the determinate purpose and fawledge ofGod. How could this have been, had our
Lord had no connection with sin? It was not neagstizat He should die because He was Man. He
might have been taken to heaven in a chariot ef fr it might have been said of Him, as of Enoch,
“He was not, for God took Him.” If the rough Elijadscended to heaven, how much more the gentle,
tender, perfect, absolutely perfect Christ mightehbeen expected to do so! There was no reasam, the
in His personal nature, why He should die.

“He died,” said one, “as an example.” But, my diggnds, | do not see that. In His life He is an ex
ample to us through and through, and so He is snddath. If we must die, it is an example to us wWe
should die as bravely, as patiently, as believing/He did. But we are not bound to die at alessl
God requires it at our hands. Indeed, we are baorghun death if it can virtuously be avoided. Self
preservation is a law of nature—and for any mardluntarily give himself up to die without some
grand purpose would not be justifiable.

It is only because there is a law that we mustita¢ we may judge ourselves permitted to volunteer
to die. The Savior does not set us an examplesphare into which we cannot enter. In that case He
goes beyond us altogether and treads the winepless. He is a Being whom we cannot follow in the
higher walks in which He is both God and Man. Irs igreat voluntary self-surrender unto death, the
Son of God stoops from a position which we, whoraogtal, because of sin have never held.

“Well,” you say, “but Jesus Christ died as an eiloh of divine love.” This is true in a certain
sense, but from another point of view, of all thegs | have ever heard, this does seem to me toebe
most monstrous statement that could be made. Esashrist, dying because of our sins, is a wender
ful example of divine love, | know, admit and glary But that Christ’s dying was an instance ofiukv
love, if He did not die because He bore our sins, irelgtdeny. There is no exhibition of diviteve in
the death of Christ if it is not faur sins, but an exhibition of a very different sdmhe death of the per-
fect Son of God, per se, without its great objdogs not exhibit love but the reverse. What? Doed G
put to death His only-begotten Son, the perfecatiseand holy Being? Is this the finale of a lifeotfe-
dience? Well, then, | see no love in God at akems to me to be the reverse of love that itldhme
so. Apart from sin-bearing, the statement that sJesust die the death of the cross to show us fsat h
Father is full of love is sheer nonsense. But ifdiled in our place, then the gift of Jesus Chnsthe
Father is undoubtedly a glorious instance of divimse. Behold and wonder, that “God so loved the
world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that eusy believes in Him should not perish but have ev-
erlasting life.” This is love, if you please. Bubtnthe mere fact that the Son of God should bet@ut

death. Thatvould be a thing altogether unaccountable, not to be jestjfout to be looked upon as a

horrible mystery never to be explained—that thess#el Son of God should die—if we did not receive
this full and complete explanation, “He bore the ai many.”

If our Lord’s bearing our sin for us is not the gek | have no gospel to preach. Brothers andrsiste
| have fooled you these thirty-five years, if tigsnot the gospel. | am a lost man, if this is tia gos-
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pel, for | have no hope beneath heaven, neitheémia nor in eternity, save only in this belief—ths-
sus, inmy place, bore both my punishment and sin. If ourdLdid so bear our sin we have a firm and
joyous confidence. God would not accept a substitutour place and then punish us. If Jesus suffere
in my place, | shall not suffer. If another has gaa prison and to death for me, | shall not gogh#

the axe has fallen on the neck of Him that tookptace, justice is satisfied, the law is vindicatedm
free, happy, joyful, grateful—and therefore, bodarkver to serve Him who loved me and gave Him-
self for me. | do not know how you look upon thscttine, but it seems to me to be something worth
telling everywhere. | would like to make every wihdar it on its wings and every wave watft it on its
crest. There is a just and righteous way to forgive—Jesus bearing the death penalty in the sihners
place—that whoever believes in Him should be jiestifrom all things from which the law could not
deliver him.

Now, these three things—that He poured out His soth death, and so bore the sinner’s penalty;
that He was numbered with the transgressors astbsd side by side with sinners; ad next, that ¢ie a
tually bore their sin and so came into a wondecritact with sin which did not defile Him, but whic
enabled Him to put away the sin which defiled mehese three things are the reasons of the glory of
our Lord Jesus. God, for these three things andmare, makes Him to divide the spoil with the stron
and divides Him a portion with the great.

I\VV. The last thing is this—*HE MADE INTERCESSION FOR EHTRANSGRESSORS.” You see,
all along Christ gets His glory by standing sidesige with guilty men. A curious mine it is to ggdld
out of. | will not venture to say what Augusting,a burst of enthusiasm, once uttered. When spgakin
of Adam’s fall, and then describing all the glohat comes to God out of the salvation of the guitiat
holy man could not help using the unguarded expes$Beata culpa!” “Happy fault!” Yet, though |
would not say so much as that, | do see that otltiefdunghill of sin Christ has brought this diaxdmf
His glory by our salvation. If there had been nmsrs, there could not have been a Savior; if norg
pouring out of the soul unto death; and if no pegrout of the soul unto death, no dividing a partio
with the great. If there had been no guilt, thesid been no act of expiation. In the wondrous a&txef
piation by our great substitute, the Godhead isengdoriously revealed than in all the creations and
providences of the divine power and wisdom—

“Sin, which strove that love to quell,

Woke yet more its wondrous blaze;

Eden, Bethlehem, Calvary, tell,

More than all beside, His praise.”
In the person of His dying Son, bleeding for hurgaiit, the Lord God has focused the splendor of His
infinity. If you would see God, you must look tolZary. God in Christ Jesus—this is God, indeed. God
in Christ Jesus—bearing sin and putting it away-ehgru see what a God can do in boundless love!
“God forbid that | should glory, save in the cragour Lord Jesus Christ.”

But this is thefinale of it. He makes intercession for the transgresdgitso among us will take up
the part of the guilty? Who will plead for the gy# | know, in certain cases, the lawyer will da
tongue to the most polluted. But if a man were gty pure you would not find him saying a word in
defense of the guilty, would you? So far as the man guilty he could not be defended. Unless there
were a fear of too severe a punishment, no onedaale his part. And even in that case, the offersde
viewed as so far deserving that he is not guiltyugih for so heavy a penalty, for the guilty we donbt
plead so as to deny or extenuate evil.

A just man would plead for innocent persons whohnlge falsely accused—but our Lord made in-
tercession for transgressors. When He was herarbm lgow tender He was with transgressors! Women
that were sinners came around Him and He never thade be gone. She that was taken in adultery, oh,
how He dealt with her! When Peter was about to déimy, He said, “I have prayed for you, that your
faith fail not.” Those nights out there on the calduntains were not spent for Himself, but for sirsn
He bore on His heart the names of guilty men. He ahaays pleading their cause and when He came to
die, He said, “Father, forgive them, for they knowat what they do.” He took their part, you see. He
would clear them of guilt if He could. | dare sdnat He has often prayed like that for you. When you
have been despising religion and saying vile thisgsut your Lord, He has said, “Ah, poor soullslt i
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like the ravings of a man in a fever who does mumivk what he is talking about. He does not know what
he is saying. Father, forgive him.”

Our blessed Lord pleaded thus when He was here.namdHe has gone up yonder He is pleading
still for the same persons. Though we cannot seaigih that veil which hides the invisible from yst
the eye of faith, | hope, is strong enough to ba¢ lte is at the Father’s side at this moment ngpkin
tercession for transgressors. | do not picture Hpyonder as using entreaties or pleading to anyago
Oh, no! With authority He intercedes, for He hassihed the work and He claims the reward. | do not
even picture Him as using words. Those are the pmms with whichmen plead with men. But the
death which our Lord endured for the guilty is plieg with the Father. The death of Christ is a well
spring of delight to God. The Father thinks of whasus has suffered in vindication of the law, exen
His obedience unto death. Anldat thought has power with the Judge of all the edrtheffect, the
wounds of Jesus perpetually bleed. Still His cagshe great Sacrifice come up into His Father’s ea
The Godhead, delighted to bless, is charmed tothedway of blessing men always open by the fact
that the propitiation has been made, and the srbban put away.

| cannot continue longer, for strength and timérfa. Only it does seem to me so delightful to khin
that Jesus pleads for sinners. If you see Himkdieis dying for sinners. If you see Him with Hisnma
written down in a register, that register is thensrs’ census book—His name is written there that H
may be in a position advantageous for sinnersoulf see Him pleading now that He is risen, He is the
advocate for sinners. Did you ever read this textbe Bible—"If any man does not sin, we have an ad
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right€éd3, you never did! But | will tell you what yalo
read there—"If any masin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Ghagtighteous.” “If any
man sin.” Is there anybody here that never sinfiddh there is no Christ for you. He never did any-
thing for you and never will. Are you guilty? Dowydeel it? Do you confess it? Do you acknowled@e it
Christ is foryou. If a doctor were to set up in the town he woudgter think of sending out a circular in
such terms as these—*Henry Smith, M.D., inviteslthggpersons to call upon him, for he is proficient
in the healing arts.” There will be no business‘tdenry Smith, M.D.,” among the healthy folks—Iet
him be as learned as he may. And if he is knowanaesminent physician, he does not need to intimate
that sick persons are welcome to call upon him tliervery fact that hes a physician means that he
lives to serve the sick.

My Lord Jesus Christ, with all His saving powemgat save those who do not need saving. If they
have no sin He cannot cleanse them from it. Can\Mk&t, then, have some of you to do with the Sav-
ior? You are very good, respectable people that Im@ver done anything wrong in all your lives—what
is Jesus to you? Of course, you go your own waytakel care of your own selves and forget the idea o
being beholden to free grace. Alas, this is folw foolish you are to think you are such charatter
You are nothing of the sort. If you look within, yoheart is as foul as a black chimney that hagmev
been swept. Our hearts are wells of defilement.tRdt,you could see this and quit your false righte
ness! If you will not, there is nothing in Jesusyou. He derives His glory from sinners, not fresif-
conceited folks like you. But, you guilty ones thatl admit and confess your guilt may cheerfullrr
member that those four things which Jesus did, iHéndconnection with sinners—and it is because He
did them in connection with sinners—that He is thay crowned with glory and honor and majesty.

Jesus Christ does not shrink from sinners. Whatzt@ you sinners do not shrink from Him! If Je-
sus does not shrink from sinners—(let me say iigayou sinners, do not shrink from Him! If we
were to go today to some of those unhappy partbefvorld in the north of Europe (it makes one’s
blood curdle to think that there are such placgkgre poor decaying lepers are made to live aland.
if these poor creatures came our way, we shoultl Wiem every blessing and should desire for them
every comfort. But while we werexpressing our kind wishes we should be gradually edgingaofd
leaving a distance between ourselves and theifd@pollution. That iswot the way in which Jesus acts
towards sinners—He draws near and never sets & Hexiggeen Himself and them. You need not un-
dergo quarantine before you may enter the portabfation by Christ. Yonder is a filthy leprous sin-
ner—as full of filth as an egg is full of matter—thlesus comes right up to him and lays His hand upo
him and says, “l will. Be you clean.” Jesus nevegps at a distance from the sinner.
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But suppose this poor leper began to run away frdbm. It would be natural that he should, but
would also be very foolish. No, poor creature, stopr running! Stay at Jesus’ feet! Look to Himu$t
Him! Touch His garment and be healed! O my deardrsain this pulpit | seem to stand a long way off
from you and talk to you from afar but my heanvith you. | wish | knew how to persuade you to come
to Jesus. | would use some loving logic that | haweyet hit upon. How heartily would | entreat yiu
trust the Son of God, made flesh, bleeding andglfan guilty men! If you will trust Him, He will nb
deceive you, but you shall be saved, and savedcat, and forever!

And, O you that love Him and know Him, will you k@aone lesson, and then | will send you home?
As Jesus does not shrink from sinners, do not ybegs shrink from them. You are not so pure ang hol
as He was and yet He came into the world to saweess. Go, each of you, into the world to seek them
Be in earnest after sinners. You get so good, soinyeu, that there is no living with you. You fotge
the dunghills where you grew and fancy yourselvagets, but you are nothing of the sort. God has
made something of you, and now you are too resbplecta look after those who are no worse than you
once were. If a man sins, you do not speak to leish you should be disgraced by his society. What
pride! A man is known to be a drunkard and theeesmme, even of you, that are teetotalers who would
not talk with such, but leave them till they argomoved, and then you would speak to them. You dll
them good if they come to you for it but you wibhtrgo to them—you cannot bring your souls to handle
the wound while it bleeds and touch the filthy whihey are foul. Some are too fine and finickyaoki
after roughs.

But | venture to say to the rough, the ragged gtiaeeless, and the godless—that they are more like-
ly to get a blessing than the self-righteous. ldw& that there is more likelihood of convertingawn-
right out-and-out sinner than of reaching the cars®es of your very nice, neat, hypocritical people
not, therefore, shrink from sinners, for Jesusraitt And as from them He won His brightest trophies
even so may you. Be not ashamed, even if, by @girth sinners, you should come to be taken for one
of them, for your Lord Himself, “was numbered withe transgressors. And He bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.”tlbe your vocation, as a man redeemed by blookle to
“the sinners’ friend,” henceforth and forever. Goelp you to do it'! O my beloved, may God send a
blessing upon us at this hour. Pray for it. Prayittd_ord, send it, for Jesus’ sake! Amen.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON

DEAR FRIENDS—With great pleasure | have preparesd sermon upon that truth of God which
lies at the heart of the Christian faith. The deafdhe substitutionary sacrifice of our Lord letenemy
of Christianity. Without atonement by the deathhed Savior there is no gospel. | do not conceiud-s
stitution” to be an explanation of atonement, lmubé of the veryessence of it. Those of us who have
received the Lord Jesus as our expiation and gisteess know what divine power dwells in that pre-
cious truth. In a few days | hope to be on my wagne—indeed, | may be so when this sermon is pub-
lished. | crave a kindly remembrance in the pragérhe faithful. May there be years of useful ptea
ing and fruitful hearing in store for preacher aadders!
Yours, in Christ Jesus,
C. H. SPURGEON
Mentone, February 11, 1889.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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