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“To this man will I look, even to him that is poasnd of a contrite spirit and trembles at My word.”
Isaiah 66:2.

PORTRAIT painting is a great art. Many pretendttdut the masters of the art are few. In the Word
of God we have a gallery of portraits so accurstestriking, that only the hand of the Lord coul/é
drawn them! Most of us have been startled to se®wn portrait there. The best of all is that & Hot-
tom of each likeness we have the Lord’s judgmewinue character so that we are able to form an es-
timate of what our true condition is before the d.dfere you have a man drawn—he is poor and of a
contrite spirit and trembles at the Word of thed.ddere, also, you have the Lord’s estimate of him—
“To this man will I look.”

| hope to dwell chiefly upon the character desdtilre the closing words, “And trembles at My
word.” Support the text by the fifth verse, “hebe tWord of the Lord, you that tremble at His Word.”
This trembling is, in God’s esteem, an admiralddé in their character. The glorious Jehovah frore H
throne in heaven speaks of those contrite onestrghable at His Word—and then the prophet takes up
the strain and cries, “hear the Word of the Loml) yhat tremble at His Word.” It is a very greatraye
that there are descriptions of saints given inwhed of God which go very low and reach the feables
degrees of divine grace and the saddest framesnaf. We find the children of God sometimes upon
very high places—their spiritual life is vigorousdatheir inward joy is abounding. When we give you
descriptions of saints in that condition, manyld tittle-Faiths at once cry out, “Alas, | know hiig
of this! Would God it were so with me! But, indeedis not.” They are greatly discouraged by those
very things which should raise their spirits anchatate their desires—for surely if one believenide
to climb the Delectable Mountains, there is all there hope that another may do so. Yet, we have to
thank God that in His priceless Scripture, He haatpd for us portraits of the believer in his lestate.

In the picture gallery of those saved by faith welfRahab as well as Sarah and erring Samson &s wel
as holy Samuel. In the family register of the Lave have the names of believers who were weak and
sad and faulty. We have instances in the sacremtdeaf undoubtedly gracious men who were in very

uncomfortable and undesirable conditions. Men poken of as the Lord’s people when their souls are
sick, when divine grace is at very low ebb and wjogrs eclipsed.

God’s people are in Scripture acknowledged as swdn it is winter with their spirits lie dormant
like sap stagnant in the tree. The Lord acknowlsdgritual life in His own when there is small evi
dence of it, and when that evidence is confuse@. mkntion in the Scriptures of small but sure evi-
dences is cheering to many. | know many of God@ppeethat have been greatly comforted by the text,
“We know that we have passed from death unto hitsssause we love the brethren.” “Oh,” they have
said, “we do feel a love to all God’'s people, wherethey may be; and if that is evidence of divine
grace, we have that evidence.” Apostles could ‘88 know and we are quite sure about it, that we
have passed from death unto life, because we levérethren.” Therefore we also may be encouraged
by our sense of love to the saints to enjoy theesassured confidence that we also have passed from
death unto life. You may, some of you, think thisiasecure ground of consolation. But | can bedr wi
ness that it is, like the conies’ hole among tlekspa very useful shelter from the enemy.

That is very choice evidence, too, where God speaisose that think upon His name—*“A book of
remembrance was written before Him for them thatdd the Lord and that thought upon His name.” If
our thoughts dwell lovingly upon the name of thed,ahis is a saving sign. And yet how small a ghin
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it seems! Thoughts are like straws but they showchvivay the wind blows. Surely the Lord’s net of
comfort has meshes small enough to hold the smékés

That, again, is very comforting where the Lord s&y®our heart shall live that seek Him.” Even
seekers shall live. Though as yet they are ratbekess than possessors, they have the Lord’s peashis
eternal life. Though they are only pursuing andehbgcome faint in the pursuit, yet the love whieh s
them pursuing will keep them following on.

That is a blessed word, indeed—"Whoever shall gadin the name of the Lord shall be saved.
do call upon His name,” says one, “I know | donm arying to Him in prayer. | do wish to have His
name named upon me. | choose Him to be my God deditate myself to Him. And if that is calling
upon God’s name, then, truly, | am a child of Gothis precious passage has been a special stay to m
own heart in time of great heaviness of spiritnbWw I call upon the name of the Lord and | shall be
saved.

How often also have | said to myself, “One thingnbw, that whereas | was blind, now | see!” To
see even a ray of light is conclusive evidence ki no longer blind. The eye that can see aasylit
ray of light has clearer evidence of being restpifgabssible, than if it lived in the flood of slight. For
if it can see a single ray, and then is sight mby there, but it is there in no small degree. T who
can trust Jesus when he is at his lowest in hissouh is by no means a man of little faith, bubea is
he a man of strong confidence.

Dear friends, rejoice that the Lord, in infinite roy has deigned to utter the words of my texteein
they serve as most comfortable evidence to Godxplpe There is a song the Jubilee singers used to
sing which begins, “Swing low, sweet chariot.” | aure | do not know what the singers mean by the
expression. And so | give it a meaning of my owd aay that | am right glad when a promise swings so
low that | can get into it. Surely a promise fronodsis a chariot lined with love, drawn upward by
winged steeds which bear our hearts aloft. And & mercy when it swings as low as this text—"Tie th
man will | look, even to him that is poor and af@ntrite spirit and trembles at My word.”

“trembles at My word.” This is the description tdweh | call your attention. Here are the elect men
upon whom the Lord looks and with whom He dwellsey are not the chivalry of earth but the chosen
of heaven. They are not dancing Inémbling. And yet they have more reason to be happy thaseth
have who laugh away their days. Let us inquire eamag these chosen ones. First—who are these
people that tremble at the Lord’s word? Seconddy,uls inquire, why do they tremble; from where
comes their lowly spirit; their humiliation befotiee Lord? Then, next, we will give a glance at eneo
parison here used and answer the question—what@ogsompare them to? What does God say that
He will do for them? Let me read you the passagbu$ says the Lord, The heaven is My throne and
the earth is My footstool: where is the house tloat build unto Me? And where is the place of Myt?es
For all those things has My hand made and all thinisgs have been, says the Lord: but to this mi#in w
| look, even to him that is poor and of a contsipgrit and trembles at My word.” There you see tBat
prefers the trembler to the temple and makes t@dinérite heart a larger promise than even to tre c
secrated shrine of His glory. May the Holy Spitdds these meditations!

I. Aid me with your prayers while | try to answer theestion—WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE
THAT TREMBLE AT GOD’'S WORD? | think | hear your hga crying, “Oh, that we may be num-
bered among them!” Let me begin to answer the gurebly telling you who they aneot. They are not a
proud people—they do not cry, “Who is the Lord tthshould obey His voice?” They are humbly hear-
ing. Hearing the Word of God and inwardly reveragdhe heavenly monitor. They are no longer care-
less and reckless, for the voice of the Lord hasidgint them to their bearings. They have bowed their
heads before Jehovah and they listen with rapttaateto everything that He may speak. They are lik
the child Samuel when he said, “Speak, Lord, fouryservant hears.” They are teachable and lowly,
and by no means belong to the school who correcintfallible and judge the unerring.

They arenot a profane people, that is clear—they neither mock sin nor God’s Wdtds a terrible
sign of hardness of heart when a man can find maiccbook so ready to his hand as Holy Scripture.
Surely if men must play with words, | know not tlla¢y are always to be blamed. But they should find
the word of man sufficient for their amusement anttake Jehovah’'s Word to be their racket ball, Oh
it is ill with a man’s soul, be sure of that, whea can treat the Word of the Lord with lightnesd e
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gard it as no more than the word of ShakespeaBpenser. Such are not the men that tremble at God’s
Word but very far from it. They would not themsedv@are to be so described. In fact, they wouldrscor
the idea of being afraid of the Book they desp&mne there are that are downright scoffers. Thést tw
texts of Scripture. They pervert them to make mefchf them. They will hold up even the blessed
Christ of God to ridicule. And the Holy Spirit, Btiugh to speak ill of Him is a fearful thing, yetea

He has not been free from their profane utterandesthe proud man and the profane man are as far
asunder as the poles from the man that tremblésdis Word.

| must put down the careless in the same list aydb§the Lord’s tremblers they are not indifferent
people. We have among us a class who cause ussgmeatv of heart. They are not likely to jest at
God’s Word, but yet it has no power over them. THeynot scoff at it but they do not feed on it. ¥he
have too much thought and sense to become infiBelsyet they overlook the importance of the truth
which they accept. God’s book lies in their housesored but unread. They do not much trouble to go
and hear about its meaning. Or if through custoay titecome attendants at the house of God, they hear
the gospel but it goes in one ear and out the otlilee the French king who was brought to London in
great state and yet was only a prisoner to thekBRxince, so is the Bible bound in morocco and
adorned with gilt but is kept in bonds. There isonactical regard to it, no weighing it, no considg it,
no meditating upon it, no applying it to the coeswte and the daily life. Those cannot be saideimr
ble at God’s Word who neglect the great salvatidrey put far from them a consideration of the ldw o
the Most High and live as if they had license gitle®m to act as they please. O friends, carelads so
cannot be numbered with those that tremble at Gatbisd!

These were not a critical, skeptical people. Theynbled at the word and did not sit down on the
throne of usurped infallibility and call the Scuapes to their bar. There are men abroad nowadays—I
grieve to say some of them in the ministry—who ttieeBible, not that it may judge them but thatythe
may judge it. Their judgment weighs in its balanttes wisdom of God Himself. They talk exceeding
proudly and their arrogance exalts itself. O frignidknow not how you feel about the prevailingke
cism of the age but | am heart-sick of it! | shbe place where | am likely to hear the utteranéeaen
who do not tremble at God’s Word. | turn away fridme multitude of books which advocate doubt and
error. The evil is too painful for me. If | coulek lzontent to be an Ishmaelite and have my handhsigai
every man, | might seek this company, for herad #very faculty of my being called to warfare. Bst
| love peace, it sickens and saddens me to mekttiagtenemies of my soul. If | knew that my motker’
name would be defamed in certain company, | woelepkout of it. If I knew that my father’s character
would be trailed in the mire, | would travel fartrto hear a sound so offensive. | could wish talbaf
and blind rather than hear or read the modernHats#s which, at this time, so often wound my spirit

| feel more and more tenderness for the truth ofl @bthe same sort as | would feel for the good
name of my wife or my mother. | wish the modernilesg would have some compassion upon us old
believers to whom their talk is such torture. Tineight keep their doubts for home consumption. When
a man was going to swear, a wise person bade hibtilvde was further away from the town so that
nobody might hear him—it might cause grief to ai€tian ear. When a man has anything to say against
the eternal truth of God, let him speak it to thed® love to hear it—to his mates and admirers. &ut
for us, we are determined we will not be torturgdtias kind of thing—we cannot endure it. And we
will not remain among those who bespatter us wittOh but surely you are open to conviction?” they
say. We are open to no conviction that shall béraonto the truth of God that has saved us frommgo
down to the pit. We are open to no conviction 8gtell rob us of our eternal hope and of our glayym
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. We do not dedite, for we have decided. To be forever holdigy t
truth of God as though it might yet turn out todbée were to lose all the comfort of it. To bedweer
prepared to desert our Lord and Master to follomedorand new philosopher would be perpetual dis-
loyalty. No, we have not come thus far at a gudés have known our Lord and His truth for theseyfort
years and it is not maybe, or maybe not, with us.n&e neither speculate nor hesitate. But we know
whom we have believed and by His grace we will\aeim Him in life and in death.

Those who tremble at God’s Word are not presumgy@ople who derive fictitious comfort from
it. We meet at times with a vainly confident manowduts behind his back every warning and threat and
only appropriates to himself every promise, thotlgh promise is not made to him. Such a man steals
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the children’s bread and without question darepubinto his felon mouth what God has reserved for
His own. This thief knows nothing of trembling ab@s Word—he takes much too much freedom with
what the godly hardly dare to look upon. | will rezty a word in favor of unbelief—it is a dreadfir.s

But | would say very much in honor of that holy tan, that sacred bashfulness, that godly reverence
which treats holy things with deep humility andefat jealousy. Some of God’s dearest children are s
afraid of presumption that they go too far the otliay and hardly dare to be as confident as thgymi
Some of the holiest people that | know are afraidgdy what they might say, for they scarcely dare t
call themselves the children of God. On the otrardy | have heard others say what | fear they never
ought to have said for they have boasted that hleeer had a doubt. | heard one minister of grepéeex
rience, who believes in the doctrine of perfectiassert very plainly that he had lived in the mafsihe
church of God for many years and that he had semrympersons who claimed to be perfect but he did
not think that anyone agreed with them. And, ondtier hand, he had known intimately certain other
persons whom he thought to be as nearly perfenteascould be but in every case they had been the
first to disown all notion of personal perfectiomdamourned their own conscious imperfection. That i
my observation, also. | distrust the men who ptbtieeir own perfection—I do not believe one of them
but think less of them than | care to say. Defoyrtalks of its beauty, while true beauty mournsdigs
formity. | gaze with loving sympathy upon those wmoto me whom | liken to dew-laden lilies—they
are so heavy with the dew of heaven that they lmwtill they almost touch the ground. It may need a
trained eye to see the beauty of lowliness butradbufor a chaste loveliness nothing can exceed it

The lily of the valley has a charm about it thah@t to be found in flowers which lift their glods
colors aloft. Give me such lilies, for | believeattamong them Jesus lives and that He loves righit w
the men that are of a broken and a contrite spiidt, tremble at His Word. There is too much beass
too little gold about the perfection of the presday. It has a brazen forehead and has a waytuwigsit
by the roadside—a way which in old times belongetto true purity. | had rather tremble at God’s
Word than testify to my own excellence. We have @adugh of witnesses to themselves—Ilet us now
have some witnesses for God.

| have largely told you what these tremblers moe And | must now tell you a little of what these
peopleare. They are people who do believe that there is advd God. There are plenty of persons
who profess and call themselves Christians, anddgenhot believe that this sacred Book is the very
Word of God. Say that it is inspired, and they agsWSo is the Koran and so are the Vedas.” Thiky ta
after this fashion—“This is the religious book bktancient Hebrew nation. A very respectable bbok i
is, but infallible, certainly not—the very Word @od, certainly not.” Well, then, we distinctly part
company with such talkers. We can have no sorelddwship with them in any measure or degree with
regard to the things of God. They are to us ashieeatnen and publicans. If we are to come under the
head of those that tremble at God’s Word, we malebe that there is a Word of the Lord to tremble
at, as we do most assuredly believe, let otheksatathey may.

They are a people who are acquainted with God’'sdNV®¥pbu cannot tremble, in the sense here
meant, at a voice you have never heard or at a poolhave never opened. There is nothing sacred in
so much paper, ink and binding—nothing in the fastof a volume to make you tremble—you must
hear the Lord speak and know what He says to you. Whies the ancient king, you have found the
Word of God, and read its holy lawthen you will tremble. When you are astonished to fivev much
you have broken the law and how short you haveriadiven of the full enjoyment of the gospahen
you tremble. An intelligent appreciation of the Waf God can alone make a man tremble at it. And
the more he understands it, the more cause fobtmnegnwill he see in it. Yes, and the more he egjiy
the more will he tremble. The highest joy whiclyiglds to mortal men is attended with a reverent¢ aw
and a holy trembling before God. If the believemivieeyond the enjoyment of the literal word and saw
the Incarnate Word Himself in all the splendor a$ Herson, he would tremble still more. For what di
John say—*When | saw Him | fell at His feet as dé#&dsight of the Incarnate Word would create even
a greater trembling than the full understandinghefword as it is written and revealed. Yet suemtr
bling is a sign of divine grace and by no meanise@ensured.

But what does this trembling mean? Believe mepé@sidnot mean a slavish fear. They that tremble at
God’s Word at the first may do so, because the wreatens them with death. But afterwards, as they
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advance and grow in divine grace and become fanwiidn the God of Love and enter into the secret of
His covenant, they tremble for a very differents@a They tremble because they have a holy reverenc
of God and consequently of that word in which resido much of the power and majesty of the Most
High. These are the men of whom we are going talspé this time—these are they that reverence the
word, who would not have a syllable of it touchedho regard it as being divine after its measure and
therefore sacred as the skirts of Deity. What Gasl $§poken bears a portion of His majesty aboutdt a
we acknowledge that majesty. | say that these ergpaits are a people that all their lives longtooue

to tremble at the Word of the Lord. George Fox, fdmmous founder of the Society of Friends, was
called a “Quaker” for no other reason than this—tifeen, when the Spirit of God was upon him, and
he spoke the Word with power, he would quake fraadto foot beneath the burden of the message. It
is an honorable title. No man need be ashamed ateqwhen Moses said, “I exceedingly fear and
guake.” In the presence of God a man may well tten&urely he is worse than the devil if he does no
for the devils believe and tremble. Demons go #rgyth of that, and he that knows God and has any
sense of His infinite power and inconceivable puehd justice must tremble before Him. | believe
George Fox not only quaked, himself, but he matierstquake. And if we tremble at God’s Word we
shall make others tremble; true power, when itsrapon us, will discover our own weakness, butilit w
not itself be hindered.

Il. 1 have described these tremblers so far as my scawledge and brief time will allow—the
time has now come to inquire, WHY DO THEY TREMBLER®Rave been trenching upon this field of
inquiry already. They do not tremble because theygaing to be lost. Those who are going to be lost
are pretty generally free from trembling—-“there acebands in their death. But their strength s firl
would, my hardened hearer that you did tremble. Bacause you do not tremble for yourself | tremble
for you. Oh, that you judged yourself, that you ntigot be judged! | would that you condemned your-
self, that God might acquit you. | would that yoere horribly afraid. For then the great cause éair f
would be over. See how the text blesses all th&ritwand the trembling. And, when you have segn it
seek to be among them.

God’s people tremble, first, because of His exasgadnajesty. Note what became of Ezekiel, of
Daniel, of Habakkuk, and of John the Beloved, wtiery had visions of God. No man could see God’s
face and live. There must always be some sortafdcbetween. Through the veil of Christ's manhood
we see God and live. But God absolutely is beydhcr@ature understanding—the sight is far too much
for us. Even a glimpse of His garments is sometlmnerwhelming! They that have seen God at any
time have trembled at Him, and at His Word, for Wierd of the Lord is full of majesty. There is a di
vine royalty about every sentence of Scripture White true believer feels and recognizes, and there
fore trembles before it.

They tremble at the searching power of God’s Wbxal.you ever come into this place and sit down
in the pew and say, “Lord, grant that Your word rsagrch me and try me, that | may not be deceived”?
Certain people must always have sweets and comiutsGod’s wise children do not wish for these in
undue measure. Daily bread we ask for, not daijasuwise believers pray that the Word of the Lord
may prove to be quick and powerful and a disceofighe thoughts and intents of their hearts. That i
may do with them what the butcher does with thenahiwhen he cuts it down the middle and lays the
very entrails open to inspection—yes, cleaves titebune and lets the very marrow be seen. That is
what God’s Word has done for you and me, | am sAmé. when it has done so, we have trembled. | can
personally bear witness to the way in which thesw Word of the Lord makes my whole soul to trem-
ble to its center. The Word of the Lord has cutywvdose, sometimes, with many of you, and made you
cry, “Am | saved or not?” The man that did nevemnible before the Lord does not know Him. It is very
easy to take the matter of your soul's salvatiangi@nted and yet to be mistaken. It is infinitbtter
to ask your way twenty times than miss your roacthé&oAnd | do not blame the man, who with holy
anxiety says, “Is it so, or is it not so, for | wda know and to be sure?” O beloved, | am notystirat
you tremble before the refining fire of sacredhrutshould be much distressed if you did not!

God’s searching word makes man tremble—so doewdineé when it is in the form of a threat. Be-
lieve me, dear friends; the Word of God about thend of sinners is very dreadful. Hence, there are
some that try to pare them down and cut the solereaning out of them. And then they say, “I could

Volume 35 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. 5




6 Trembling at the Word of the Lord Sermon #2071

not rest comfortably if | believed the orthodox ttoee about the ruin of man.” Most true, but whght
have we to rest comfortably? What grounds or reaanrthere be why we ever should have a comforta-
ble thought with regard to the doom of those wHage the Savior? If with that dreadful doom before
us which Holy Scripture threatens to ungodly mendeegrow far too indifferent, to what will the
church of God come when it has torn out the doetiiom the Bible and given it up? Why, sinners will
be more hardened and professors more trifling. He seeks comfort at the expense of truth will be a
fool for his pains. blessed in the end will thatmi@e who can endure the Word of the Lord, when it i
all thunder and flaming fire—and does not rebeliagjdt, but bows before it. If it makes you trempit

was meant to make you tremble. One said, afterageheard Massillon, “What an eloquent sermon.
How gloriously he preached!” Massillon replied, ‘@Brhhe did not understand me. Another sermon has
been thrown away.” If a sermon concerning the Rifuunishment of sin does not make the hearer trem-
ble, it is clear that it is not of God. For hellnet a thing to talk about without trembling. Mymost de-

sire is to feel more and more the overwhelming postelehovah’s judgment against sin so that | may
preach with all the deeper solemnity the dangehefimpenitent and with tears and trembling may be-
seech them to be reconciled.

He that knows the Lord aright also trembles withr fiest he should break God’s law. He sees what a
perfect law it is, and how spiritual it is—how werlaps the whole of human life—and the man cfiis,
is high. | cannot attain unto it. O my God, help,mhpray You.” He views the law with reverence. He
admires with a sacred fear. He trembles at God'soWmt because he dislikes it but because he tanno
bear to be so far off from compliance with its tighus demands. He sees the law fulfilled in Chaist]
there is his peace. But yet the peace is mingled deepest awe. “Oh,” says one, “if he trembles lik
that, it shows he does not know the love of Gotlshbws that heloes know it. Have you heard of the
boy whose father was exceedingly fond of him? He asked by some other boys to go and rob an or-
chard with them but he said, “No, | will not go.h&y replied, “Your father won’t scold you, nor beat
you. You may safely come.” To this he answered, &?hDo you think because my father loves me,
that therefore | will grieve him? No, | love himdahlove to do what he wishes me to do. Because he
loves me | fear to vex him.” That is like the chdtl God. The more he knows of God’s love, the more
he trembles at the thought of offending the MogHi

We, also, tremble lest we should miss the promwgesn they are spread out before us, sparkling
like priceless gems. We hear of some who “coulderdér in because of unbelief.” And we are taken
with trembling lest we should be like they. We tidenlest there should be any passage of Scripture o
doctrine of revelation that we are not able todadi—we pray for divine grace that we may never-stag
ger at anything in the word. We tremble lest weusthanisbelieve. And tremble more—if you are as |
am—Iest we should mistake and misinterpret the wbtzklieve Martin Luther would have faced the
infernal fiend, himself, without a fear; and yet hv@ve his own confession that his knees often kedck
together when he stood up to preach! He trembleidhle should not be faithful to God’s Word. Angels
have a holy fear of God, and well may you and mtske when engaged in His service. To preach the
whole truth is an awful charge. It was as muchwenahe Son of man could do to fully discharge His
mission here below. You and I, who are ambassaftoré&od, must not trifle—we mustemble at
God'’s Word.

lIl. Now we have got through the description of theemhling ones and we have shown why they
so exceedingly fear and quake. Our third questias te be, WHAT DOES GOD COMPARE THEM
TO? Hearken, for here is a thing to be noted andght upon. The Lord compares the tremblers at His
Word to a temple. “Where is the house that youdbuitto Me? And where is the place of My rest? To
this man will | look, even to him that is poor apida contrite spirit and trembles at My word.” Thae
His temple. And to the Jews the temple was somgtneny wonderful. There stood the holy and beauti-
ful house, the joy of the whole earth. Lined witroag wood and overlaid with pure gold and its hewn
stones put together without hammer or axe. To sheelite’s mind there never was such a building as
this. Yet the glorious Jehovah speaks lightly & tbmple and says, “Where is the house that ydd bui
unto Me? And where is the place of My rest? To than will | look, even to him that is poor and of a
contrite spirit and trembles at My word.”
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So then, a man that trembles at God’s Word is Gatrgole. And he is emphatically so. He is so be-
yond the sense in which the house of Solomon was hlbonored. His heart is full of worship. His trem-
bling is, in itself, worship. As the angels veiethfaces in the presence of the Lord, so do goabtaue
men veil theirs, trembling all the while, as thegrahip Him that lives forever. As the temple, even
the posts of the doors, moved at the presenceeoGtid of the whole earth, so does every part of our
manhood become awe-stricken when He that dwellgdeet the cherubim shines forth within our spirit.
Well may we tremble to whom the Infinite draws neline ungodly in their brutishness may be free
from the fear of God, but the man worships withr faad trembling to whom divine grace has given a
holy sensitiveness.

Note that the Lord does not merely compare us thightemple but Herefers us to the temple. And
further, He prefers us even to the great templthefuniverse not made with human hands, which He
Himself sets so much above the house that Solormaiin Bhe Lord says, “The heaven is My throne and
the earth is My footstool.” And yet He seems to, Syl this is not My rest, nor the place of My athe.

But with this man will I dwell, even with him th&embles at My word.” The Lord prefers the tremglin
spirit not only to the golden house below but te leavenly house above! The Lord speaks of hearen a
His throne. And what is the trembler at God’s Wbt God’s throne? God is evidently enthroned with-
in Him. Under a sense of the divine presence, tingesidous weight of Deity has crushed the man and
made him tremble in every part of his nature. this glory of the revelation which causes the siglaf
heart, the shrinking of the soul. As for the eaittis Jehovah'’s footstool. But so is this lowlsermnbling
man. He is willing to be God’s footstool, willing e as the dust beneath God’s feet. Who is there
among you, my beloved in the Lord that would netf feighly honored if he might be permitted to be as
the footstool of the Infinite Majesty? It is tooghia place for us! To lie as a doormat at His tenggaite

for the poorest of His saints to wipe his shoesnym®an honor greater than we deserve—we feel it t
be so. At any rate, | speak for myself. When Gaakiar me | feel as if it were an honor to be theasd

of the least of His poor people. “I would ratherdéoorkeeper in the house of my God, than dwell in
the tents of wickedness.” Yet, look! The Lord mak#s throne and footstool out of the heart and con-
science of the man that trembles at His Word! i sublime comparison—you are the temples of God
and something more. The more you study these vidreenore you will be astonished.

And what does God say He will do? He says, “To than will | look"—look first with approval.
The Lord seems to say, “I will not look on proudaRkees. | will not look on the presumptuous. But |
will look at the lowly trembling penitent. | wiliXx My eye upon him. He shall be countenanced by Me.
will lift up the light of My countenance upon hide is right with Me, and | will show Myself gracisu
to him.” It is right that the creature should trdmhat the Creator—right that the sinner should trlem
before his Judge. It is right that a child shoublegdue honor to his august Father—therefore i t
Lord look upon such a one with approval. Sweetlgsdliss Steele pray in her song—

“Low at Your feet my soul would lie,
Here safety dwells and peace divine;
Still let me live beneath Your eye,
For life, eternal life is Yours.”

The text means, next, that He will look upon hinthwgare. You know how we use the expression,
“I will look to Him”? Thus will God look to the manhat trembles at His Word. You that can stand
alone may look to yourselves. But he that tremblesd| have God to look to him. When you are afraid,
cry, “Hold You me up and | shall be safe,” and ytaftering footsteps shall be firmer than a giant’s
tread. When you grow so sell-satisfied that asytheng man you can run without weariness, you shall
both be weary and fall. Oh, trust not in yoursellastremble before the Lord and He will look tauyo
and see that no evil shall come near unto you!—

“With sacred awe pronounce His name,
Whom words nor thoughts can reach,
A contrite heart shall please Him more
Than noblest forms of speech.”

The look of the Lord shall mean a third thing, nmdelight. We had a part of that in the term ap-
probation—it is marvelous that God should takeglelin the man that trembles at His Word. The Lord
has no such pleasure in the careless and carmallyes He that goes tramping through his Christan
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reer as if he were somebody and all were safe favarite of heaven. The man who takes things gasil
and self-confidently, with a kind of happy-go-luctaeling that all must end well with him; he has no
consideration from God. Have you seen the finegasdr who has despised the tender in heart? Mark
that man, for the end of that man will be a crashreat shall be the fall thereof.” Have you hearel th
boastful preacher, self-sufficient as to his owowledge and eloquence? Mark that man also—for his
end is confusion. But watch that trembling one, séhonly hope is in Christ, whose only strengtmis i
the Lord—he shall be sustained! Watch the one whw@npounces upon a privilege as if it were his by
right of merit, but humbly accepts it as a giftth@ unworthy—he is the man that shall stand inetvie
day. He that goes through life fearing is the mdmo Was nothing to fear. “Happy is the man thatdear
always,” says the Word of the Lord. He that is idfiaf falling under trial and cries, “Lead me nata
temptation but deliver me from evil’—he shall bgok&om sin.

But he who rashly rushes into temptation shalllfglit. He who watches by day as well as by night,
puts on his armor when there seems no war, anekgdris sword always drawn—even when there is no
enemy visible—oh, that is the man who shall cop Wie deadly enemy of souls! The Holy Spirit is in
him and the Lord has regard unto him. He shalffalbby the hand of the enemy. Though oftentimes he
trembles, he shall be safe at last. Glory shalk the given to God that helped him. The self-comfide
would not have glorified God if he had succeededhe would have thrown up his cap inside the gates
of heaven, and magnified his own name. As for @, he doffs his crown. “Non nobis, Domine,” he
cries, when he enters heaven. “Not unto us, nat ust” is still his cry. Unto Him that loved us and
washed us from our sins in His blood; unto Him tkegt us from falling and preserved us to His king-
dom and glory, unto Him shall be all honor! Evergnmwho this day trembles at God’s Word says
“Amen” to this. God bless you, my beloved! The Létonself look to you and dwell with you! Amen.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON

BELOVED READERS—Next week | hope to publish a sennmewly delivered at the Tabernacle.
And | trust | may have the privilege of continuitg preach at home, Sabbath by Sabbath, for many
months to come. | beg of those who have profitedhgysermons to ask for me a fresh anointing of
God'’s Spirit now that | begin anew to minister e tgreat congregation. | would gladly see the Widrd
the Lord glorified “by signs following,” in the ceersion of thousands of sinners, and the buildmgiu
the people of God. These great blessings are ffeadyestowal and only await our asking. Let us impo
tunately pray.

The great works which | am called upon to supenidteequire so much care that | tremble as | re-
turn to my place to reassume my burden. With geeabestness | beg my kind friends to hold up my
hands by their prayers. If you have judged me fialittentreat the Lord for me that I faint not.

Yet, in addition, | cannot close without acknowlgdgthe good hand of the Lord which has kept me
to now, and will still keep me, despite all adveiss The Lord is faithful, whatever men may bet le
trust in Him and not be afraid. Into the thick daeks which now hovers over much of the church, and
blinds many of her leaders, we advance with uglifianner, believing that the gloom will vanish lvefo
theeternal light. CRUX LUX. The doctrine of the cross is light. $iwill we uphold until death.

Yours ever heatrtily,
C. H. SPURGEON
Mentone, February 16, 1889.

Adapted fronmiThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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