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“For from you sounded out the word of the Lord nonly in Macedonia and Achaia but also in every p&c
your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that meed not to speak anything.”
1 Thessalonians 1:8.

PAUL went to Thessalonica from Philippi with a stweck but with a sound heart. He went resolved
to spend and to be spent for his Lord in that ¢ity.the first three Sabbaths he spoke to the Jewsei
synagogue but he soon found that they were obstynegsolved to reject Jesus of Nazareth as the Mes
siah. Therefore he directed his attention to thethen of Thessalonica and among them he had wonder-
ful success. Large numbers of persons, some ofrhbleorank, turned from their idols to worship the
living God and he soon gathered about him an erdhitis people. During his stay at Thessalonica he
pretty nearly wore himself out—for he had deterrdiieat he would accept no help from the people
who appeared to have been in great straits attithat He toiled night and day at his trade of tent-
making but even then could not earn sufficient medo survive. He might have failed to maintain his
existence had not the believers at Philippi seoepand again, to assist him. Thus, being affeateiy
desirous of winning them to Jesus, the apostlewitiag to have given to them not the gospel of God
only, but even his own life. The Lord accepted ¢heerful sacrifice and gave the apostle the reward
sought. The Thessalonians not only received thel wath joy of the Holy Spirit but became zealous in
making it known. Their intensity of faith helpedgpread the gospel, for their lives were notabfgcif
ed by it. And for their earnestness and godlinbey were everywhere talked of. Living in a trading
town, to which many went and from which many cathejr singular devotion to the faith of the Lord
Jesus became the theme of conversation all ovexc€ré\nd thus inquiry was promoted and the gospel
was sounded out far and wide. In their case, learsygeedily became teachers. The Lord Jesus had thu
not only given them drink but He had made them mtoell overflowing, to refresh the thirst of thou-
sands. They had heard the gospel trumpet and neyvhad become trumpeters themselves! In their
lives the echoes of Paul's preaching were preseflieid was a very happy circumstance for the tried
apostle and greatly cheered his spirit.

These Thessalonians must have been especiallyogsapeople for Paul to praise them so heatrtily.
“As the fining-pot for silver and the furnace foold; so is a man to his praise.” Many can beardsgan
better than they could endure praise. Many, whemneended, become puffed up. But the Thessalonians
were in such a happy spiritual condition that Ranld safely speak of them as, “examples to all tha
believe in Macedonia and Achaia.” That praise whtha more precious because it was not indiscrimi-
nate—"not laid on with a trowel,” as the proverbtpit. The Thessalonians had faulty ones among
them. The best church that ever existed has hatdinmperfect members. And the very virtues of the
Thessalonians carried them into certain faults.yTwere notable for their expectation of the comufig
the Lord and certain of them became fanatical aa$ed from work because of the speedy approach of
the last day. The apostle was obliged to talk emtlabout this in his two epistles, and even tadiayn
the rule very strongly—*“If any man will not workeither let him eat.” Under whatever pretense men
might cease from their daily callings they were twobe maintained by their brethren. These good peo
ple were too ready to be deceived by idle rumorsonfing wonders. Even the Thessalonian church had
its spots. But, then, there are spots on the sdryanwe do not speak of it as a dark body sirecéght
so much preponderates. Grave faults in the Thassal@ehurch did not prevent our honest apostle from
awarding praise where praise was due. When a msouisd at heart, praise does not become an intoxi-

Volume 35 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 1




2 Sounding Out the Word of the Lord Sermon #2076

cating wine, but an invigorating tonic. Feeling adast fear that he does not deserve the warm com-
mendation, the good man is anxious to live up ®dharacter imputed to him. This will be the case,
however, only with those whose spiritual life ig@rous.

| entreat you, dear friends, to learn practicalbni these Thessalonians by being led to imitatenthe
May it be truly said of us also, “From you soundaed the word of the Lord™! It is true even now in a
measure—may it be far more so! The expression teahwhwould call your attention is this—“From
you sounded out the word of the Lord.” It remindsai a trumpet and its far-sounding notes. Having
heard the gospel sounding within, they in retunmnsied it out.

First, let us carefully look at the trumpeters. Whart of men are these who make God’s word to
sound out? When we have talked about the men wéowakl at their trumpets and see how it is thaythe
give forth so telling a sound. Next, we will spezikhe need of such a trumpet blast just now. Andec
by inquiring whether we are not called to give liathat trumpet sound.

I. We begin by looking at THE TRUMPETERS. Who are ¢hbg whom the word of the Lord is
sounded out? | shall hastily give you a pictur¢hese Thessalonians drawn from Paul’s lettersemth

Observe at the outset that they were a people wihenthree cardinal graces were conspicuous.
Kindly look at the third verse: “Remembering withameasing your work of faith and labor of love and
patience of hope.” The three divine sisters—Faitbpe, Love—linked hands in their lives. These were
with them in their best condition—faith workingvi® laboring, hope enduring. Faith without works is
dead. Faith performing her work with energy is ttgaand alive. Paul saw the Thessalonian belieteers
be fulfilling the lifework of a true faith. Nor wafgith left to work alone—at her right hand wasdov
sweetening and brightening all. Their love did ocotsist in words or in mere amiability of tempeutB
it worked with awill. They threw their whole hearts into the cause of-&they loved Jesus and raptur-
ously waited for His appearing. They loved one haptind shared the sufferings of their leaderten t
time of persecution. They exhibited a labor of levewas not work, only, but in intensity it desedvi®
be called “labor.” As for hope—that bright-eyed @gavhich looks within the veil and realizes things
not seen as yet—it was peculiarly their endowmehis enabled them to bear with patience their suffe
ing for Christ—whether it lay in false accusatian,in the spoiling of their goods. Of them it coudd
said, “Now abides faith, hope, charity, these thrBeethren, it is of no use for us to attempt tusd
out the word of the Lord if we have not the spaltpower which lies in those three divine gracdsese
are of first importance. Those precious truths ofl®@/hich faith believes, which love delights in,iefn
hope relies upon—these are the truths of God wk ditigently make known. We believe, and there-
fore speak. We love, and therefore testify. We hapd therefore make known.

Next | note these Thessalonian believers were alpashose election was clear. Read the fourth
verse—“Knowing, brethren beloved, your electionGxd.” Paul said the same of them in the second
epistle (2:13)—"We are bound to give thanks alwkys§od for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, be-
cause God has from the beginning chosen you tatsaty through sanctification of the Spirit andiekl
of the truth.” They were not ashamed to believedbetrine of election as some professors are. They
rejoiced in having been chosen of God from thero@gg. They saw the practical nature of electian fo
they perceived that they were chosen usatiactification. Their lives were such as to prove that they
were the Lord’s chosen people for they became ehmiethren. They gave evidence of the secret choice
of God by their holy lives. | hope this is trueusf as a people—we are old-fashioned enough tacegjoi
in the electing love of God and free grace has eeswound to our ears. If it is so, we ought tadpri
forth fruits worthy of it. Gratitude for sovereiggmace and eternal love should operate upon us ityight
Let the slaves of law go to their tasks with a laskheir backs—the chosen of God will serve Hirthwi
delight and do ten times more from love than otlfiens hope of wages. None can show forth the prais-
es of God like those who taste His especial lowklamow the unutterable sweetness of it.

These trumpeters had received the word of God tlles in much assurance and with much pow-
er. Note the fifth verse—“For our gospel came natbuou in word, only, but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and in much assurance.” The apostle alys, in the thirteenth verse of the second ehapt
“For this cause, also, we thank God without cegsbegause, when you received the word of God
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which you heard of us, you received it not as tloednof men but as it is in truth, the word of God,
which effectually works also in you that believ®&loved, it is a poor thing to receive the gospel i
word only. You then say, “Yes, it is true, | bekeit.” And there the matter ends. It is a far didfet
matter tofeel the power of the word as it comes from the ommipbtord so as to have your heart bro-
ken by it and then healed by it. To receive thepgbas indisputable, infallible and divine is tcewe

it, indeed. To receive it not because you thinledain way but because it carries conviction witand
bears you away by its irresistible forcéhat is to receive it in itgpower. Beloved, | do not believe a
man will spend his life in spreading a doctrine ethhas never mastered his spirit. But when thé wit
God takes possession of a man and holds him bg @ strong man armed keeps his own house, then
will he run up his flag and openly acknowledge kighty One who reigns within. He who believes,
and is sure, is the man who will propagate thdfaitd desire that others should accept it. Whaffexr-d
ence there is between the man who has felt thepotence of truth and another who merely professes
to entertain sound opinions! If the almighty woraklcarried you captive you will hold it fast andhmo

ing will persuade you either to surrender it ostidle it.

The Thessalonians were a people whose constancpneasn. They received the word “with much
affliction.” The apostle says, “For you, brethréecame followers of the churches of God which in Ju
dea are in Christ Jesus: for you also have suffekedthings of your own countrymen, even as they
have of the Jews.” The assault by the mob, recoirédts 17, was, doubtless, only one of their many
trials. They remained steadfast and enthusiastiewall their tribulations. And therefore the gdspas
sounded out by them. Cowards hold their tongues—bbaxe men are not to be put down. Having al-
ready borne slander, reproach and misrepresentafievery kind, we are not abashed but rather are
hardened to endurance and publish our belief moreservedly than ever. We have nothing to conceal,
nothing to fear. Slander can say no more. Theref@ethe more boldly sound forth the word of God.
Brethren, unless you can hold on in rough weather lzear up under opposition you will do little in
sounding out the word of God. Trumpets must be nmdderd metal and trumpeters must have some-
thing of the soldier about them, or little will cenof it.

Therefore these people really and lovingly served.G.ook at the ninth verse—"“For they them-
selves show of us what manner of entering in weumd you and how you turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God.” | have no doubt ynahthese folks had been great devotees of their
idols for it is amazing what idolaters will do fdneir deities! At this day the gifts of Hindus tdol
shrines put to shame the offerings given by Clamstito their Lord. Have you not heard how they were
likely to throw their very lives away beneath thbegls of the chariot of their demon god? Shall tide
deities of wood and stone command a zeal whicloisshown in the service of the living God? | doubt
not that these Thessalonians became as earnestippms of the living Jehovah as they had once been
earnest votaries of their idols. They turned fraiols but they turned to serve God. They were not
turned in opinion, only, but in a practical mannéfhat a pity it is that to many Christian professor
religion is opinion, and conversion a feeling! Dat many live as if God were a myth and the seroice
God a sham? If God is God, serve Him—service isitite of Godhead. Does not the Lord Himself say,
“If then | am a father, where is My honor? And iain a master, where is my fear?” Oh, that to us the
service of the Lord may be a delight—and then It a@ as natural to us to sound out the word of the
Lord as it is for birds to sing!

For one thing the Thessalonians were peculiarlpriet—they were enthusiastic expectants of the
second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul saieem in the tenth verse that they waited for Siom
of God from heaven. They really expected Christdme and to come speedily. They even carried this
expectation beyond its proper bounds—they grew tirapaof the Lord’s apparent delay. Some of their
number died and they laid it to heart as thougtheir case their hope had failed. Paul wrote tanthe
concerning this—"But | would not have you to beagant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep,
that you sorrow not, even as others which have opeli They were not losers by their death. Those
who remained alive till the advent would have nefgrence over those who slept. In their case there
was no need to write “of the times and the seasémsthey well knew that the Lord would come as a
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thief in the night. They came to expect the immed@ming of the Lord as to fall into unhealthy ex-
citement about it. And it was needful for Paulptevent their becoming fanatical, to say, “Now vee b
seech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord g&3hrist and by our gathering together unto Him,
that you be not soon shaken in mind, or be troybiiedher by spirit, nor by word, nor by letterfeam

us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.” Paupt&dd to see them waiting for the coming of Chiisit

he also prayed, “The Lord direct your hearts itte patient waiting for Christ.” He wishes rest be t
troubled—but this unrest was a virtue carried toess. We are not, many of us, in danger of exaggera
tion in that direction. | fear that we are moreelikto forget the Lord’s coming, or to treat it @s un-
practical speculation.

If any truth of God should arouse us this shouldtdeyet even the wise virgins, as well as the fool-
ish, are all too apt to slumber and sleep becausdtidegroom delays His coming. Hear you not the
midnight cry? Does not this startle you? “Beholte Bridegroom comes; go out to meet Him.” If you
hearken to that call you will be the men to sountltbe word of the Lord in every place. If we, as a
church and people are more and more influencetidgxpectation of our Lord’s appearing, we shall be
more eager to spread His gospel!l Remember that &eaome at once. Those things of which Paul
spoke as hindering His coming have now come ané;geighteen centuries and more have passed away
since Paul wrote that the Lord comes quickly. Gpiryourselves then, to use all diligence. Procldis
word, and according to your ability go forth inteetentire world and preach the gospel to every-crea
ture. You that look for your Lord—you are the mehoashould herald His coming by a clear testimony
to His name in every place.

Thus | have given you hints as to what kinds of rmenlikely to sound forth the word of God. Judge
my brethren, whether you have these qualificatitiis.my sincere impression that they are to hentb
in many of you.

II. Secondly, let us notice THEIR TRUMPETS. “From yausded out the word of the Lord.”
Their testimony was distinct, clear, resonant aresbunding. We may find an illustration in theverl
trumpets of the sanctuary which were sounded toegdhe people together. Let your trumpets ring out
the call to assemble to our Lord Jesus, the trueiBhunto who shall the gathering of the people be.
We may further think of the Jubilee trumpet whiahrlg in the morning proclaimed clearance of debts,
release from bondage and restoration to lost lygestaSuch are the glad announcements of the gospel.
Let us hasten to make them. Trumpets are also biowime of war—many are the allusions to this in
Scripture. Oh, that the church of God may boldlyrsbthe war trumpet, at this time, against impurity
intemperance, false doctrine, and loose living! Qoird has come to send a sword upon earth in these
matters. Oh that from each one of us the war et be sounded without fear or hesitation! Gladly
would we also earn the name given to the aposilégy that turn the world upside down”; for at pre-
sent it is wrong side up! A trumpet is also usedmy for musical purposes and the testimony of the
church to her Lord Jesus should be the most malsdiound the ears of man have ever heard—

“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds!”

Oh, to sound forth the glorious name “with trumaetl sound of cornet,” that multitudes might be com-
pelled to hear it! Oh, to make all earth and heavenwith that dear name! Somebody writing upos th
verse compares the sounding forth to the voiceshofch bells. | will suppose that you are sojougnin
among the hills and have almost lost reckoninghefdays. How clearly are you told that it is thé-Sa
bath morning when you hear the sweet voices ob#ils from yonder tower far away! The call comes
through the wood and over the moor and it seensayp “Come here and worship, for the day of rest
has come.”

Each church should find in its living members igstpeal of bells. Every individual, great andditt
should give forth his sound—no one should be dudtbthat it were always so—that everyone would
constantly show forth the praises of the Lord! Tled of hosts is with us. Let us lift up the shodita
King. He is all in all to us. Let us make Him knaow®od grant us to realize that we may give a |lard f
fare upon the silver trumpets to our coming Prince!
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What was the means by which these excellent peoplde the gospel to sound out? It was made
known by the remarkable conversions which happemedng them. These men had been idolaters and
had fallen into many lusts common in those timesul'B preaching had made a change which none
could have looked for. They had been brought toshiprthe true God and to look for His Son from
heaven and to walk worthy of their high calling.eEybody asked, “Why, what has happened to these
Thessalonians? These people have broken theirdbbsy worship the one God. They trust in Jesus.
They are no longer drunken, dishonest, impure,@amientious.” Everybody talked of what had taken
place among these converted people. Oh, for coioverglentiful, clear, singular and manifest—so the
word of God may sound out! Our converts are out bdsgertisements and arguments. Have you not
known a whole town startled by the conversion a# great sinner? A distinct, clear-cut conversiol wi
often astound an entire parish and compel the crtovady, “What is this word of the Lord?” Brothers
and sisters may your own conversions and thoseaofyraround you proclaim aloud the power of the
word of God and the efficacy of faith in the pragdlood of Jesus!

The attention commanded by their conversion wathdéursecured by their unmistakable, unques-
tionable character. They became such godly, hoopsght, sober, saintly people that all who obedrv
them took note of their excellence. They were Gians, indeed, for they were Christians in theiedie
Their whole lives were affected by their faith—bathhome and abroad. They were so admirable in
character that they had become examples to thoseneghe already saved. Notice in the seventh verse
the remarkable expression, “You were examplesltthat believe.” It is not so difficult to become a
example to the ungodly, for their level is a loneoBut it is a high attainment to become an exanwple
those who fear God. This requires divine gracevén saints may copy from you, you had need write a
good hand. The Thessalonians had attained toaht,t was by this that they were able to give such
voice to the gospel. Holy living is a grand pulgitgodly character has a louder voice in it thaarttnost
eloquent tongue. Character is our Chrysostom—hsdif@as a golden mouth. The apostle says that their
lives were so complete a publication of the gogpat he did not need to call attention thereto. He
writes, “We need not to speak anything"—as muclhoasay, “We have only to point to you.” Shall |
ever feel that | have little need to preach in vgosthce my people preach far better by their livéss,
there are many cases among you concerning whiaghtreay—"“There, watch that friend’s life and see
what the gospel is—there is no need for me toywli.” Nobody stands on a summer day and points
upward, saying, “There is the sun.” No, the grégttisheds its radiance everywhere and nobody mis-
takes him for the moon or a star. Oh, that allofuere of such a character that none should mistske
Till we have more grace in our hearts and morenlesh in our lives, we shall lack the greatest meéns
making the gospel known. We must shine by our wdrkgen are to see our light. Oh, what a sounding
forth of the word will your holy lives be! Withouhese, all is vain. If the life contradicts the i it
will be as when a trumpet is stopped up and bloywoasmay, no sound is heard.

| have no doubt that the Thessalonians added todharacter many earnest efforts for the spread of
the truth of God. They went about telling what ttey heard, believed and enjoyed. Some of them be-
came preachers of the word at home and others aieatd to publish the glad tidings. Jesus would be
made known to the poor in the back slums of Thesszd and talked of to the sailors on board the ves
sels and to the merchants on the wharfs. Are yeloved, all of you, making Jesus known? Are there
any of you silent? Have we not among us some wbaldmow be working in foreign lands? Have we
not in these pews many whose voices should be heardr streets? We shall never be as we ought to
be till every talent is utilized. We must be alitaalways at it, and at it with all our might. Wiave not
come to this yet. May the love of Christ compethereto!

Meanwhile, it was by their faith that their teadpiwas made so clear and forcible. They were in-
tense believers, so that Paul says, “Your faithGd-ward is spread abroad.” They did not half-
heartedly teach what they half-heartedly believdwy accepted the teaching of the apostle as lmging
the word of man but the word of God. And so thegkspwith the accent of conviction. Those who
heard them felt that they were enfeebled by no thohbt were filled with full assurance of the etdrn
verities. Their goods were spoiled—they were thdwesebrought before magistrates and yet they stood
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fast in the faith and had no secret mistrust. Thveas no moving them, although the philosophers
sneered at them and the superstitious persecutead tFhey stood like rocks amid raging seas. This wa
a trumpet for the gospel blasting loudly. When hobystancy is to the front under reproach and ridi-
cule, the gospel is sounded as with a bugle nadenaan are compelled to hear it. Brothers and sister
you possess this confidence. Have it more and more!

May we have among us remarkable conversions, utiqonable character, earnest effort and intense
faith, and these will be to us all the trumpet thatneed. We need not blow our own trumpets nor bor
row the whistles of politics or amusement. Butwwd of the Lord will by these sound forth all anou
us. | cannot keep you long upon these points—myisinot to fill up the time but to fill you with an
eager desire to sound out the truth of God.

lIl. Oh that the Holy Spirit would put fire into my sesm—that its live coals may touch your hearts
while | say that THERE IS NEED, AT THE PRESENT TIMEOR A TRUMPET BLAST OF THIS
KIND.

Brethren, the word of the Lord ought to be soundetibecause it is the word of God. If it is the
word of man lethim spread it as he can. We are not concerned toHielpThe word of man comes
from a dying source and it will return to it. Biietword of the Lord endures forever—

“Float, float, you winds, His story!

And you, you waters, roll,

Till, like a sea of glory,

It spreads from pole to pole.”
The word of the Lord is so all-important that ibskd have a free course, run and be glorified. WHen
gives the word, great should be the company of ttlenhpublish it. If you believe the gospel to he t
divine word you dare not withhold it. The stonesdocry out if you were silent.

With many of us this is a matter of solemn obligatiThe word of God has been to us life from the
dead, deliverance out of bondage, and food forhounger, strength for our weakness, comfort for our
sorrow and satisfaction for our hearts. Spredaeih+—

“Can you, whose souls are lighted

With wisdom from on high,

Can you, to men unenlightened,

The lamp of life deny?”
Seeing that God’s word has come to you with power fzas saved you from all evil, yowst sound it
abroad.

Remember too, that this is salvation to the panghbDid not one dear brother and deacon on Mon-
day night pray to the Lord with great fervor, regtng these words, “They are perishing; they ae p
ishing; they are perishing, Lord, save them!”? Yaglieve that men are diseased with sin and thasChr
is the only remedy—uwill you not tell them the remgedvou see men dying without hope—uwill you not
tell them where there is hope as to the hereaftert?tremblingly feel that for souls to die withoaxt-
cepting the Savior is eternal woe—will you not pfaythem, in Christ’s place, to be reconciled tod3
O sirs, by everything that is terrible in the doofrthose who die in unbelief, | charge you, sountl o
the word of the Lord! As you will shortly appearftwe the judgment seat of Christ, be clear of the
blood of all men. The gospel has power to saveytada to save forever—sound it out!

This is a time in which the word of the Lord is rhuabused. Many venture to say that it has lost its
power and has proved unsuitable to the age. Thieyst¢hat we need something more advanced than it.
O you that love it, avenge this insult by manifegtits power in your lives and by sounding out olrck
gospel with new vigor! By your holy characters, daydyour incessant labors, force men to see the pow
er of the divine word! Let its secret power be eribd in your practical consecration and proclainmed
your incessant witness-bearing. When | wish to lsfesst, my tongue fails me. | am a poor advocate,
but oh, | pray you, by the glory of the Ever Blebsavhich is tarnished by the foul mouths of ungodly
men—seek with sevenfold energy to make known Christified, and the way of salvation by faith in
Him! If you have slept until now; “Awake, awake! tan strength!” for the enemy is at the gate. | be-
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seech you, now that Christ's crown and throne asaied by His adversaries, put on your armor,pgras
the sword, and stand up for the sacred cause.

At this time many other voices are clamoring tohieard. The air is full of din. Men have devised
new methods by which to elevate the race and loedhee voices that proclaim the man-invented nos-
trums. “Shall we be heard?” cries one, “if we lifp our voices?” Yes, if you take the gospel trumpet
you will enforce a hearing. It chanced one evenmigen there was a large gathering of friends at the
Orphanage that our boys were sweetly singing a higma upon their bells. An American organ was
being played as an accompaniment, and all the gatthesompany were singing at their best, making a
rushing flood of music. Just then | quietly hintedour friend, Mr. Manton Smith, to put in a fewtes
from his silver cornet. And when he placed it te hps and threw his soul into it, the lone man was
heard above us all! Bells, organ, voices—everytlsegmed to yield before that one clear blast ohiru
pet music! So will it be with the gospel. Only sduhout as God’s own word, and let the power & th
Holy Spirit go with it, and it will drown all musibut its own. At any rate, you will have done yqart
and will be no longer responsible, even if men dohear it, if from your very soul you sound oue th
word of the Lord.

Need | say more to show you howecessary it is that we now should put a tongue into theveea

ly doctrine and let it proclaim salvation to alhts?

V. | want, during my last few minutes, to hint to theembers of this church and to those many
friends far and near who have so generously adsedcwgith me in holy enterprises that WE ARE THE
PEOPLE TO GIVE FORTH THIS SOUND.

It is our duty, first of all, because of our positi Thessalonica was a well-chosen center bectuse i
was a place of great resort. Ships were alwaysmgpmio that port and going out again. Whatever was
done at Thessalonica would soon be known in alttgtea We are placed in a central position in Lon-
don. Who does not know the Tabernacle? Here thesrcome up and here the multitudes continually
assemble. Friends from the country flock to thistspnd on any summer Sabbath, persons from all
countries are in these pews and aisles. | statsithgle truth when | speak of this house as knowvn t
some of all nations, and therefore what is done,hisrdone in the heart of England and in the cesfte
the world. If you, as a church, can sound forthybyr character and exertions the word of God, yeu a
in the fit place for it. The position demands ityglu—act not unworthily!

Providence has forced us into prominence. We havelesired it, but we are known and observed
by multitudes. If, beloved, we keep the fire bugnimere it will be a beacon seen afar. If we areseen
crated men and women we have a great opportuhityy helpers will see to it that nothing fails img
place, we shall encourage many. But we shall digpiousands unless we carry on the work here with
great vigor, the Lord being our helper.

Nor can | forget our numbers. There may have béencbes of larger numbers than ours but | have
never heard of them. In this | do not glory butarel not conceal from you the anxiety which it cause
me. If little is done by such an assembly it wil & great disgrace to us all. | am overwhelmed thi¢h
thought of more than five thousand souls unitec erchurch fellowship. Large numbers may be our
weakness. We may become a mere horde of men witthexipline, without unity, without power. But |
trust in the great Lord that it shall not be saGtd has caused us to be as large as almost agyteth
churches put together, does He not call upon @xeot ourselves ten times more than others to dprea
abroad the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ? | amlysburdened with this great host—will you allobwv i
to be a burden? Will you not make it a joy? Willtakese professed believers make up a crowded -hospi
tal? Shall not this house rather be a barrack lofiess? Shall not our voice be louder for our Lémen
if we were but five hundred instead of five thou$amow would | plead with you if | knew how! Do
not make this community a gigantic failure. Godngréhat, remembering our numbers, we may not be
satisfied with a thin and feeble voice for Jesus: @ice should be as the noise of many wateli sts?

Is it as much so as it ought to be? Oh, for theitSgi God among us as a rushing mighty wind!

Through our agencies we ought to sound out the wbttle Lord very loudly. At this moment you

have, by the College, sent out more than sevenredmuteachers of the word into all countries. @hf t
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they were all as faithful as some are! Many are dherches presided over by those trained in your
school of the prophets—pray that the Lord may b wiem. Your orphan children are growing up—
oh, that they may be a seed to serve the Lord! Yeddlers are going from door to door with holgit
ature. Oh for the power of God with their laboriaiforts! Your evangelists are heard by tens ofitho
sands—implore the unction from on high for theme ®ermons preached in this place are not only
printed in our own tongue but many of them arediaed into other languages and are widely read.
This is no mean agency for good. All this, and mogre which | will not speak upon, | mention not to
boast, but that we may be humbled under our redpbtiss and may cry to God for His power. All
this, if the Holy Spirit is with us, must accompligreat results. But without Him—and we shall be
without Him unless we are a holy, godly, earnesi;isE-loving people—nothing will be accomplished.
Our agencies will become burdens to us until tHatiwvshould be the armor of our warfare will become
the sepulcher of our life. | feel this more thalyame else since the very finding and using of fufwds

so great a work would crush me if the Lord weremgthelper.

Beloved, | press home upon you the duty of soundingthe word of God because of your prayers.
If there is a people under heaven that constandgtsin large numbers to pray, we are that people.
However some of you are lax on this point, but | lamand to say that | rejoice in your gatherings for
prayer. In this you are my joy and crown. God baiged for it! But if any cry to God and then do not
work for Him, what hypocrisy it is! What if we askim to save souls and never lift a finger to spread
the gospel? Is this truthful? Dare we hang the preinon the wall and then pray, “Lord, let it bevoid?

No. By the honesty of your hearts set that trunbpgbour lips if you desire its sound to go forthv&it
your very life’s breath. Lift up your voice withrehgth—lift it up! Be not afraid.

Once more—you have stood with me in solemn pratgatnst the declensions of the age. He who
knows all things knows what this has cost me. Butryjlove has been a great relief to me in the ibitte
sorrow. We will have no complicity with erro—we lwhot aid the Philistines in shearing away the
locks of the gospel’s strength. Having protested,must justify our position by our lives. We shadl
dishonored unless we have the power of God espensting upon us—that may be a small thing—but
the truth of God itself will be dishonored. Andghwe cannot bear. If the gospel is indeed true—vemd
have no doubt about it—we beseech the God of tougnant us the sign and seal from heaven by baring
His holy arm in our midst. Today, again, | lay werifice upon the altar by reasserting the oldpbgbs
against the down-grade of the times. The God thsivars by fire let Him be God! May the tongues of
fire descend and rest on you. May you who are wigh whether in London or in the utmost parts of the
earth, be inflamed with zeal and fired with loveayjMhe water in the trenches be licked up by thed
and the whole sacrifice consumed with heaven’s fikertill the people, once deluded by Baal, shall b
forced to cry, “Jehovah, He is the God! Jehovah,diihe God!” May the substitutionary sacrifice of
Christ triumph in the midst of the earth and becpaseit always has been, the truth by which theyglo
of the Lord shall be revealed! The Lord grantabdr, all of you to secure it.

| have not preached to sinners. | leave that, famepto you. | lay on you this burden—that you each
one make the word of the Lord to sound out “so Wmameed not to speak anything.” God grant it may
be so, for Jesus’ sake! Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !
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