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“Incline your ear and come unto Me: hear and youpal shall live. And | will
make an everlasting covenant with you, even theesarercies of David.”
Isaiah 55:3.

THIS very memorable chapter may be called God’s gespel sermon. In reading it we forget Isai-
ah and only remember Jehovah. He speaks not heteelprophet but in the first person. God Himself
says, “Incline your ear and come unto Me.” Now, wvedue every single word of Holy Writ, but espe-
cially those words which come directly from the rttoof God Himself—not so much spoken for Him
asby Him. Take heed that you turn not away from Himttbpeaks from heaven. These are not my
words but the words of the living God—it is nohht invite your attention to myself. It is your Mak
your God, saying to you, “Incline your ear and camnéo Me: hear and your soul shall live. And | will
make an everlasting covenant with you, even the swercies of David.” From the very beginning, this
chapter is a loving pleading with sinners—it isfang of stumbling blocks and a clearing away & o
jections. Perhaps someone laments thus—“Who amt ll tthould come to God? | am a poor, penniless
sinner.” The Lord forestalls the lament, by sayitide that has no money. Come you, buy and eat. Yes,
come, buy wine and milk without money and withouc@.” If you have no merit, if you have no
claims, still come. Free grace sounds its goldep bad mercy sings to it these words—"Without mon-
ey and without price.” If you stand back because gmk upon your past life with sorrow and you say,
“Alas, my God, | have wasted much time in anotlevise,” He tells you that He knows your past folly
and He calls you to cease from it, saying, “Whyyda spend money for that which is not bread? And
you labor for that which satisfies not?” He bidsiymow receive the substantial gifts of His graca. F
these will satisfy the soul.

If anyone cries, “My needs are exceedingly greatamt the largest and richest mercies, or else | am
lost.” The Lord God admits that necessity but méetgth a full supply, saying, “listen diligentlynto
Me and eat you that which is good and let your slalight itself in fatness.” He knows that nothimgg
great mercy will serve your turn. But great mersydady for you. He has not brought you anythiaa le
or mean but “fat things full of marrow,” a fullnes$ delight. If there are any who feel timoroustle
presence of such astounding grace and are ready,ttlLord, we cannot think that You would give so
great a salvation to us, for we deserve destruetimhwrath,” see how He meets that doubt by theHlou
verse. The highest proof of God'’s love to men is,tfGod so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son.” He points to His dear Son and s&ghold, | have given Him! In the manger, behold, |
have given Him. On the cross, in the sepulcheHigresurrection, in His enthronement, behold,Jeha
given Him!” What further proof of divine love do yorequire? What surer proof can you imagine?
Come without distrust and believe that since Gategph not His own Son, but freely delivered Him up
for us all, He will also, with Him, freely give @l things.

Furthermore, lest anyone should say, “| am a pamti® but the Old Testament was written for the
chosen people, the Jews.” The Father speaks tdddisSon, and cries, “Behold, You shall call aomati
that You know not, and nations that knew not Yoallstun unto You because of the Lord Your God
and for the Holy One of Israel, for He has glodfi¢ou.” To whatever race or nation you may belong,
Christ calls you to run to Him and the likes of yshall run to Him. May that promise be fulfilledgh
very day in all the unconverted who hear these slord
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Beloved, | have no need to preach this morningviehonly to follow the line of God’s own Word. |
do so with much confidence in the power of that Wdsladly will | simply enlarge on what the Lord
says and give you none of my own suggestibhsword; ah, it is weakness itself! But the Lord’s kfo
is potent as when it said, “Let there be light,tldight flamed forth and scattered primeval nighis as
potent as when He made this dead, dull earth to tegh grass and afterwards with cattle and placed
man over all. Speak, Lord, Your fiat. Where Your M/cs, there is power.

Still, there may be some who say, “We feel ourseleebe with no strength and incapable.” The
gracious Lord meets you there by laying upon yolheavy yoke—the precepts which He puts before
you are simple and easy. He has given you ear$larfids you use them, saying, “Incline your ear and
come unto Me. hear and your soul shall live.” Asttme we will look to the saving precepts laidiao
in the text. And then we will consider the savingmises which go with the precepts—“Your soul shall
live, and | will make an everlasting covenant wythu.” Lastly, as God shall help us, we will listem
saving pleadings, such as abound in the rest ofliapter. Oh, to speak only in the power of theyHol
Spirit! Oh, for salvation—salvation for ALL my heas!

|. Here are TWO SAVING PRECEPTS, which are pressed ypa at this time. For the Holy Spirit
says in all His commands, “Today if you will heaisHoice, harden not your hearts.” These precepts
are of simple character.

The first is, “Incline your ear.” This is placed amother form, “listen diligently unto Me. hear and
your soul shall live.” You have ears to hear witierefore hear. Some of you would hear fast enaugh
the faintest jingle of a guinea should invite yowgain it. Oh that you would now hear the voicé&aid!
What does it mean—this “Incline your ear”? It meac@nsider and think upon eternal things. It is the
fault and folly of worldlings that they reckon atat things to be second-rate and unworthy of timeir
mediate thought. Even from the cross our Lord campgl| “Is it nothing to you, all you that pass by?
Behold and see if there is any sorrow like unto $dyrow, which is done unto Me, wherewith the Lord
has afflicted Me in the day of His fierce angerlielgreatest event that ever happened in time @tem
nity was the death of Jesus to save men from dteroe And yet this prodigy of love is disregarded.
The soul-winner has to think of all sorts of wayswhich to draw men’s attention to that which isith
chief blessing. They are taken up with their famad ¢heir merchandise—any petty piece of news in the
daily paper will win their thought and excite th&ik. But this event which most nearly concerrenth
is forgotten, for passing pleasure they have eaoagh. But when we speak of heaven and hell théy wi
not hear—charm we ever so wisely. May the God bfj@ce this morning arrest the careless one and
constrain him to incline his ear!

O thoughtless man, be like the wedding guest whe spell-bound by the ancient mariner and kept
from the joyous company while he heard the strestgey of the sea. We have something of greater
weight to tell than any romance of the salt seanDbdeny yourself the benefit of hearing the trath
God. Rob not your soul of salvation. Your God iesityou to give earnest heed to your soul, your im-
mortal soul, and the place where it will spendmtgr—and the way in which alone that eternity caa b
come one of blessedness. Since you are not ddgsrees, think! And give most thought to that which
is of most importance, namely, your eternal stht&hould have hope for you if you would think. O
souls, why will you trifle where everything is aich infinite weight? Why need | plead for that whis
so much for your own good? But when you read, fireclour ear,” it means, think about divine matters
as God sets them before you. In these days thosgualge themselves to be wise disdain to be taught
by the revelation of God but they elect to folldwe tconjectures of their own minds. They will nok fo
low the Bible but their own brains, such as thes. 8ihey endeavor to make for themselves a chaat of
sea they have never sailed over. The way of happitieey picture as they would wish it to be. Surely
the voice of wisdom advises us to incline our @Onhe who knows more than we do. God has spo-
ken—we are to learn from His Words rather than framn own thoughts. Science is well enough but
omniscience is better. God has spoken, we need¢omécture—God has revealed it. Would you be
wise? This book is inspired by Him—bend your powersards this infallible record. Am | asking too
much? Does the Lord require an unreasonable thing@ speaks, shall we not listen? Especially when
He speaks only for our good.
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Furthermore, remark that this attention to etethadgs, this listening to what God, the Lord, will
speak, must be hearty, honest, continual, earnesbalieving. “Incline your ear,” as men do wheayth
reach forward to catch every syllable, fearful lgmgty shall miss the meaning. “Listen diligentliNot
as a man does who hears and forgets. Listen aglideyho were pent up and besieged and longed for
deliverance. How the Scotch woman rejoiced whenhsdaed, or thought she heard, the sound of the
Highlanders’ bagpipes in the distance! Ah me, taeelhope of rescue from ferocious foes made them
very quick of hearing. Beloved, give the gospelrybast hearing. Listen diligently—be attentive and
intent. When your mind has been attentive durirg discourse, let it be retentive afterwards. Try to
catch God’s meaning in His Word, and see what €rauld show to you. | say again, | am asking
here, in God’s name, of you nothing more than is tluHim. | would come round these galleries and
down these aisles and put it to every unconvertgdgm; is it not reasonable that you should conside
your ways and listen to your God? | pray you, mgrfds, do not deny yourselves this favor—give atten
tion, now, to your souls’ best concerns.

The second precept grows out of the first—“Inclymair ear and come unto Me.” This is to be the
outcome of your inclining your ear. Come unto Gtetbw can | come to God?” says one.

Come to Him at least by thinking much of Him. Aepent God is not in all your thoughts. Some of
you are busy just now with sightseeing but you sestka sight of God—should it be so? Others of you
are busy in making money. You go out to businedy @ad come home late and all those hours you are
as little mindful of heaven as if there were no Godill. We have not much doctrinal atheism abroad
but we are drenched with practical atheism. Théenatforget God. The Lord bids you turn your face
Godward and seek after Him. Consider eternity awd you will spend it, and what it must be for yéu i
you pass into it without God.

When you have come to Him in thought, and then cbyngour desires. The son in the far-off coun-
try began to return to his father’'s house, wheeedhwvas bread enough and to spare, before he had pu
foot on the ground to go there. His heart was enrtad before his feet. If you feel as if you contd
come to God any other way, come by desire, at-tedssire to be reconciled to God—Ilonging to be-
come His child, hungering to taste of His love.sTisia true coming.

Come to God by confession of sin. You have livediamow without Him. Confess that neglect.
You have thought that repentance and faith miglaiysée put off to a more convenient season and thu
you have given your God a contemptuous putting-@tinfess the wrong you have done in this. You
have violated the law, for you have not loved tled, “with all your heart, with all your soul, witdll
your strength and with your entire mind.” Besides tlyou have broken every commandment. Thus have
you insulted your Maker; yet come to Him with fileorrow and say, “Father, | have sinned.”

Come to God in humble, believing prayer. Ask Himstve you and believe that He that asks re-
ceives. What? Will you not do that? He that wilk msk when the blessing is to be had for the asking
how can | excuse him, how can I pity him, if helsparish of want? Come to the Lord by prayer agtd |
it not be said, “You have not, because you asK @t, how | pray that you may come with your pray-
ers while | am pleading with you by my preachingin@ and lay your burdens down at the feet of the
great Burden Bearer! Come with all your sins aravéethe load at the cross. Quit your evil ways and
your wicked thoughts and turn to the Lord, who ablundantly pardon.

These are the two precepts—HEAR and COME. Theynaither exacting nor unreasonable. How
earnestly would | urge them upon you! | feel ashdmiemyself that | do not preach with greater emo-
tion. But let not my fault be the ruin of any ofuydBe even more in earnest than | am, since ibig'y
own soul that is in jeopardy. Gladly would | saxauyf | could; | am eager to win you for my Lorce b
persuaded to listen diligently to your God and Baeven now.

Il. To encourage you in this, | come to my second hedwh deals with SAVING PROMISES.
Here are two promises corresponding to the twogpmtsc

You are bid, in the first precept, to listen andline your ear, and the promise given is this—"¥ou
soul shall live.” What? Live throughearing? Yes, live as the result of hearing, for “faith aesnby
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” If anynmaaould give himself diligently to the study of the
revelation of God, to the searching of the Word>oid, and to the hearing of loving, earnest, trdthfu
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spiritual preaching—he would not fail to find lifer his soul. If with heart’s resolve to find Chria the
Word a man hears it diligently, he has this promfikear and your soul shall live.” Some sit dowrl an
say, “lI cannot believe.” Of course you cannot baientil you know what you have to believe. But
while you are hearing what it is, the inspired Waits upon you with a self-evidencing power, and
your conscience and mind and heart are affecteglipje The Holy Spirit quickens through the Word
and fulfils the promise, “hear and your soul skiaé.”

There is such a power about the Word of God, thennt comes into contact with the heart which
is seeking eternal life, it breathes eternal Iif®iit. | will try to sketch the manner of its op&on. The
man is an earnest hearer and he says to himsalfy ‘Hvish | could meet with the salvation of God!”
While listening he feels a tenderness stealing duar perhaps a tear trickles down his cheek. He ge
absorbed in the truth of God to which he listend bacomes serious, anxious, and impressible. The
Word of God is like a fire which melts; attendedthg Holy Spirit, the influence of the Word upor th
soul acts for the removing of the stony heart, #edcreation of a heart of flesh. Be much in tharimg
of God’s Word and in thinking upon it, and a betesling will steal over you. There will follow upo
this feeling a measure of hope in the Lord. Attfitwill be as a mere spark. You will whisper touwy-
self, “I think, after all, | may be forgiven andaapted.” This little hope will be like the firstap of a
shower. This trembling hope will be the egg of eagijoy, or the mustard seed of the tree of hohfieo
dence. Hope that comes by hearing the Word attgtis a living and growing thing and will increase
to a blessed rest. By-and-by hope will arouse the ® pleading. You, who first of all heard the o
carelessly, and then heard it attentively, feelinghd hopefully—will commence to pray that it masy
fulfilled to you. I think | hear you crying, “O Godbless your Word to me. | am come to a turningioi
Lord lead me in the right way. Oh, that You woulddaken me to run therein!” This prayer will contau
to rise within the heart and will never ceaseitié heard and the soul is made to live unto God.

Having come thus far, the heart will soon possaseasure of trustfulness in the Lord Jesus, who is
the Revelation of the grace of God. Before you kitowou will find yourself trusting in the great&ri-
fice for sin. | do not know the manner in whichtlfais created by the Spirit in the human mind. knm
it comes very gradually. Who can tell when thetfiight of the morning broke over this city? Théwat
were wearily watching by the sick saw a gray lightle over the sky. But the sun was not yet risen.
Then the light became clearer and yet more cleairifBhere were clouds in the east, even the watch
could not tell exactly when the sun was above thezbn and the day had really dawned. The light
came by degrees but it came in truth. O my hear&rant you, while hearing the Word, to be praying—

“While | see You wounded, bleeding,

Dying on the accursed tree,

Gladly I'd feel my heart believing

That you suffered thus for me.”
Thus, by the light of the Word, the man becomeslever before he knows it. Is it not so in otheatm
ters? We feel that a thing is true and we believathout effort.

With that little faith will come gleams of joy! Of the faith is stronger, a full day will burst upon
the soul, lighting up the whole nature with heaydmlightness, Oh, that the Lord would give you joy
and peace through believing at this very momepthl it may be so! | am glad that you are hearrg t
Word. “Hear and your soul shall live.”

| remember when | sought the Lord; | said to mys#ifthe Lord is to be found by hearing, | will
always be hearing.” Three times on the Sabbathnymiht have found me, as a lad, in some place of
worship or other; and | never lost a word. | gaaenest heed to all that was spoken. As Gideonécée
drank in the dew, so did | receive the Word. Thergi life came to me at last, though not at thet fio
will it be with you, for there is the promise—theomise of God, Who cannot lie—"hear and your soul
shall live.” May you understand that first promisghaving it fulfilled within yourself!

Now consider the second promise, which is sometherg wonderful—“1 will make an everlasting
covenant with you.” This joins on to the secondcppt—*“Come unto Me.” The soul cries, “Lord, if |
were to come, would You receive me?” “Receive yos&ys the Lord, “| would enter into a covenant
with you.” If you come to God, simple as that comiseems, it shall involve infinite results, for the
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Lord will do for you exceedingly abundantly abovlat you ask or even think. Listen to this promise,
you that are willing to hear God’s Word, and priag t.ord to fulfill it to you at once.

First, observe how He promises condescending imtese—*| will make a covenant with you.” It is
in the Hebrew, “I willcut a covenant.” Covenants were made by cutting anvist two, and they who
made a covenant passed between the two halves shtrifice to make the covenant sure. The Lord in
effect says, “Poor, wretched sinner, you that hasea penny to buy water with; if you will comelte,
| will enter into a sacred agreement and covenatit you!” “Covenant with me?” says one, “What?
God and | become contracting parties?” Yes. He mdke a covenant with you! O my heart, how can
you stay away? This means life! This means sureigg@rThis means eternal blessedness! “I will make
a covenant with you”; with you, an obscure nobaglgp can only look on yourself as a heap of dirt and
filth. “I will make an everlasting covenant with yg

God is ready to enter into a binding contract witlu. He will bind you to Himself and Himself to
you. “I will make a covenant with you.” If once yamome to Him, He will put His fear in your heart so
that you shall not depart from Him. He will casbabyou the bands of His love and will betroth you
unto Himself in a marriage union which shall neberdissolved. Do you inquire into the tenor of that
contract? Well, | cannot tell you all about it timerning, for time would fail me. But it runs sonieat
in this fashion—"I will be their God, and they shbé My people. Their sins and their iniquities il
remember no more forever. A new heart also wilivegyou and a right spirit will | put within you. |
will take the stony heart out of your flesh andegirou a heart of flesh. The mountains shall depad,
the hills be removed. But My kindness shall notatefrom you, neither shall the covenant of My meac
be removed, says the Lord, that has mercy on ybhis is a covenant of mercy. Yes, of “mercies” in
the plural, as the text has it. God will enter iat@ontract with you to supply you with all manmér
mercies between here and heaven, and to land yely saHis right hand. Oh, what a promise this!

God will thus enter into an unending alliance wythu. “I will make an everlasting covenant with
you.” | do remember how this attracted me to Chn¥hen | saw that His grace was everlasting, |
longed to enjoy it. If | once got to the Lord Jedds would never let me go away from Him. This trea
ed in me a vehement desire after Him—

“Once in Christ, in Christ forever;

Nothing from His love can sever.”
The eternityof the mercy is an essential ingredient in thecipresness of it. | should not care to preach
to you a trumpery, temporary gospel, which wouldlygneld hope for a short season. But | delight to
proclaim my Lord’s everlasting covenant! Come, psiomer, come to Jesus and you shall have life
eternal. We do not offer you a ticket halfway frbmre to heaven, but a ticket all the way througkh w
no return to it. If you get into this covenant trait is running all the way and will never breaswah.
Yield yourself to the Lord, to be His forever and till make with you an everlasting covenant.

“Oh,” you say, “but suppose | go to God and trushtdnd yet these things should fail?” They can-
not fail, for He calls them “the sure mercies ofvidd’ If you believe in Jesus, you are now forgivés
sure as God is God, if you come to Him through §€hlesus you are saved, not for time only, but for
eternity. The covenant is ordered in all things ance. God has said, “I will never leave you, nar f
sake you.” Oh, the mercy of God in this!

You see we liken what He gives to the sinner totvwadid to David. The aged David lies dying.
His strength is gone, he is a worn-out man; he sabbn be in eternity. It is interesting to watcimhi
Tears are in his eyes as he thinks of Absalom ladest of his wayward family, and he exclaims t~Al
hough my house is not so with God. Yet"—blessed™y€éyet He has made with me an everlasting
covenant, ordered in all things and sure.” Thahéskind of covenant which God will make wibu! |
am not talking of the man in the moon but of yowvele around me, you guilty ones, who incline your
ear to Him. The Lord says to you, “I will make aredasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies
of David.” When you come to die, | hope you may have the faults of David to confess. But | trust
you may have his covenant to fall back upon. | amkful that David was not a perfect man by a long
way, because | can now take comfort from his camfa. He was full of infirmities and sins and yet h
could rejoice in the covenant of grace. And |, alsih all my faults, may venture to do the sameod,
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can say, “Yet He has made with me an everlastingrant.” What a mass of gospel comfort lies in
these words! Would God that all of you would so edim God that He would make with you an ever-
lasting covenant!

The covenant is all in Christ Jesus, Immanuel, @ad Us. With Him this covenant is made. Great
David’s greater Son is given to us to be our leadibe covenant is with Him. He stood for us in that
dread day when the Judge of all the earth exegustide upon our Surety. The storm was made totburs
upon His head. The sword of justice found its dh@aHis heart. And now He stands the covenant head
of all believers. And God has made with us in Ghfsn everlasting covenant, even the sure menfies
David.” Thus have | put before you the precept tedpromise.

[II. Our third work is to urge the Lord’'s own SAVING PAE. These are not to be mine but the
Lord’s. | keep to the chapter.

The first plea for which | would beg a hearing is-eeGHimself speaks to you. It is He that says,
“Incline your ear and come unto Me.” Can you realiar a moment the presence of God? Oh that He
would make Himself apparent to you! | do not asktfmnder or lightning to make you feel the temér
His majesty. But may you know of a surety that lthhed is here! Suppose you were to hear a strange,
mysterious voice from yonder dome, saying, “Inclywar ear and come unto Me. hear and your soul
shall live.” I am afraid the sole result would et you would be startled rather than savingly im-
pressed. But, indeed, it is the Lord God Almightgttsays, “Incline your ear and come unto Me.”d be
seech you; refuse not Him that speaks from heaBgihe long-suffering that has kept you in being un
til now; by the love that has borne with your ilarmers and provocations, | beseech you, now, lend a
willing ear to the Lord of mercy. You would hearyanother. Ah, how you wish that she were on earth
to plead with you, though you despised her admamstiwvhen she was yet alive! Soul, will you not hear
your God, your benefactor? Turn, | pray you, at éhsreaty. Accept His tender invitation! Come now,
without delay. Say, at once—

“Lord, you have won, at length | yield;
My heart, by mighty grace compelled,
Surrenders all to Thee.

Against Your terrors long | strove,

But who can stand against Your love?
Love conguers even me.”

Furthermore, the Lord pleads with you by the féett tyour day of mercy is not ended. Read the
sixth verse—“Seek you the Lord while He may be fhucall you upon Him while He is near.” God
may be found. What a blessed fact! Have you begriakard? Yet God may be found. Were you last
night in evil company? Yet you are not yet shutiupell and the Lord of Love may yet be found. Are
you very old and have you long despised your S@uite has not yet closed the gate of mercy—He may
be found. Seek Him at once, while the search casubeessful. “Call you upon Him while He is near.”
God is still within call. He is not far from any gbu. Even though you speak not, He will hear this
ing of your heart. O men and women, call upon y®ad while His ear is inclined toward you. Death is
on his way and may overtake you before this daglcmies. Between the gathering of one congregation
and another, someone among you will fall by degtvelin. Seek Him, my hearers, while seeking time
holds out; before the death sweat stands upontyauv, and your soul hovers upon the edge of a dark
eternity, seek after the Lord with all your mighi¢hile He is near to you, call upon Him—while He may
be found, seek Him. Does not the voice of wisdoeaglwith you to do this?

The Lord very graciously mentions yet another falsich should lead you to come to Him, namely,
that He is ready and willing to forgive the wholeyour past offenses. “Let the wicked forsake hesyw
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let leittrm unto the Lord and He will have mercy upon
him. And to our God, for He will abundantly pardbhdo not know what you think of those last words,
“abundantly pardon.” But to me they are so sweat thwould set the whole orchestra of the Handel
Festival to the singing of them. “Abundantly partébundantly pardon!” You have abundant sin—
fatally abundant! But here is abundgardon! You mourn your abundant hardness of heart! Yes, bu
abundanpardonwill dissolve the stone. How abundant that pardothe Lord does not tell. But cer-
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tainly it is superabundant. “Where sin abounded¢grdid much more abound.” Note the word—divine
grace not only abounded but it dishuch moreabound.” What a God is this who calls us to Hirfisel
Come, you blackened sinner—Jesus is both willirdyarle to make you clean! Come, you chief of sin-
ners, for He is the chief of all benefactors, arelddn so bless you that your foulest stains sleateb
moved and every virtue and grace shall adorn ybaracter. Such a gracious assurance should lead us
to come to Him, should it not? What more sweet doumbell can ring us unto God’s table than these
silver notes—"abundantly pardon”?

Then comes in the great persuasive of the magngnohiGod; hear the words—“For My thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways Mysyagys the Lord. For as the heavens are higher tha
the earth, so are My ways higher than your wayd, Mg thoughts than your thoughts.” No man here
knows what great things God designs for him. Yoarmnners who will incline your ears and come to
your God—little do you know what great blessingd &onors the Lord has decreed for you—nor what
is His mind concerning you! Shall | tell you a s&€rBefore you were born and before this rounddvorl
was made, the Lord thought wbu Your name was in His book; your person was on hdiart. The
Lord loved you and chose you unto Himself from taf. o you hear that? You are His elect—He or-
dained you to eternal life and that life He freglyes. Shall | tell you more of that secret? Heeggou
to His Son, to be His portion, His reward, His BridAnd that divine Son undertook to redeem you, to
save you and to bring you safely to His eternatyglét this moment God ordains for you His service
here below and His presence in the world to coingou indeed listen to His voice, He will make you
His child. And, as a child, you shall be an heiGafd, a joint-heir with Jesus Christ. You think yeelf
to be the meanest of the mean, and least desest/imgn, and so you may be. But the infinite graice o
God will put you among the royal seed, for He talkesbeggar from the dunghill and sets him among
princes, even the princes of His people. Hear rasigus word—"Since you were precious in My sight,
you have been honorable and | have loved you.” ‘Gtlable? Why, | have lost my character!” Be it so,
He is able to ennoble the fallen and it is He g®ts, “Since you were precious in My sight you have
been honorable.” The Lord determines to do notlésg for you than to set you on His throne, in the
image of Christ, without spot or wrinkle, or anychluthing. Is it not true that His thoughts are hagid
His ways heavenly?—

“You shall see My glory soon,

When the work of divine grace is done.

Partner of my throne shall be.

Say, poor sinner, do you love Me?”
Your answer must be, “O Lord, | must come to Yau, You do draw me with such soft but mighty
bonds.” Oh, the glory of divine grace! Oh that weould come and learn how deep the mines of Jeho-
vah’s love, how high the blessings of His favor!

Did | hear one cry, “I feel so dull and stupid;dnmnot come as | could wish”? Very well, come back
to that first precept—"hear and your soul shaleliv‘l have long been a hearer,” says one. Have you
been an earnest, attentive hearer? Have you healMyord of God as sure and infallible truth? Then b
a more believing hearer. Expect the Word to blesd fear how the Lord pleads the power of His gos-
pel—‘My Word shall not return unto Me void, butshall accomplish that which | please, and it shall
prosper in that thing whereunto | sent it.” ListenGod’s voice, and let it enter your heart. Thtewill
quicken and save you as surely as the snow anagitnevater the earth. Snow does not melt at onte bu
it turns to water before long and is then doubfeetial in watering the soil.

The devil tempts you to give up hearing the godpelnot listen to him. Hear with double diligence,
for if he does want you to listen, it is becausedhafraid of losing you. Listen diligently and lesle
steadfastly, and before long you shall be as matlrated with the power of divine grace as theheiart
moistened with the snow and the rain which falhirbeaven but return not there. Remember,@ad’s
Word, and in that fact lies your hope of getting lifeiby

Lastly, the Lord persuades men to come to Him Byn¢ethem of the joy they will obtain in com-
ing. | know that | am addressing seeking souls Wd®& miserable and even despairing. “Alas,” cries
one, “I shall soon go out of the reach of hope.b;Nsays the Lord, “you shall go out with joy.” “A$,”
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you sigh, “I shall be led forth to execution.” “Nigays the Lord, “you shall be led forth with peéce
These are nanywords. These are the very wordstleé living God Listen to them—"you shall go out
with joy and be led forth with peace: the mountans the hills shall break forth before you intogsi
ing and all the trees of the field shall clap tHeands.” It is a long time since you clapped yoainds.
But you shall do it with rapture and all the trestll join with you in your exultation. Up to nolwet
world has seemed to be as dull as you are. Butail srighten up. You walked, the other day, in the
fields but you found little repose among the lamabsg sheep, for you felt more like a wolf. The very
birds on the bough seemed to taunt you with beilegtsand ungrateful towards God. At times the flow
ing river, with all its sparkle of joy, half temmte/ou to plunge into its depths and find a wateigvg.
Earth is but the vestibule of hell to an unquietsmence. But if you listen to your God, He can endk
the porch of heaven. Listen to this promise. Béi#gvand you shall find it true. You shall enteionpa
new life and the world shall be a new world to you.
“Ah,” says one, “God will never make much mie Even if | had a little joy and gladness, | should

never be really an honor to Him.” He calls you tontby the effectual nature of His work. True, yoe a
a thorny bit of ground, covered with briers andrtisoand thistles. If you were left to barrenness it
would be your righteous due. But His thoughts areyour thoughts, neither are His ways your ways.
This is what He is going to do with you—"Insteadtlé thorn shall come up the fir tree and instefad o
the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and itldbato the Lord for a name, for an everlastingnsinat
shall not be cut off.” That thorny temper of yostsall become gentle and generous. That briery malic
shall give place to forgiveness and compassions@lamy shall yield to devotion, vice to holiness,
falsehood to truth and pride to lowliness. That girdrunkenness—which has been such a thicket of
thorns to you and your wife and family—shall giaqe to sobriety, industry, thrift, godliness, dode
to God and joy in the Holy Spirit. If you hear alnve and come to God so as to be in covenant with
Him, the day will come when you will not know yoelf so great will be the change. Mercy, in Bun-
yan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress,” laughed when she savatthe Lord was going to do for her, and if some of
you could see what the Lord is about to make of, yow would laugh, too. You would not laugh like
Sarah, who could not believe what was told her.lBatAbraham, who felt the joy of the coming bless
ing by the realizations of faith. Beloved, at tmement | rejoice that I, an unworthy sinner, slkiaell
with the Lord God in glory—

“I shall behold His face,

| shall His love adore;

And sing the wonders of His grace

Forevermore.”
Yes, | shall do it, by His grace. And so shalldllyou who now believe the promise of our faith@dd.
May His sweet Spirit gently lead you to Himself! @\if it is so, “it shall be to the Lord for a narhéle
will get a great reputation out of His great grad€een as a doctor wins a name by curing grievoss di
eases, they will tell it in heaven that you areeshand throughout eternity angels and principaliire
the heavenly places shall see in you a monumethivofe grace, a trophy of all-conquering love.

So may it be. And to the name of Jehovah, whoseyramdures forever, shall be glory and honor,

world without end. Amen.
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