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“Therefore does My Father love Me, because | laywdoMy life, that | might take it again.”
John 10:17

OUR Lord Jesus here speaks of Himself in His complrsonality as God and Man, the Mediator
between God and men. As such, He comes to usafiBethlehem, “wrapped in swaddling clothes, and
lying in a manger.” We behold Him a babe, a chalahan, a worker, a sufferer, a witness for theéntadit
God, and a victim condemned to die upon the tree bdhold Him dead in the grave, and risen again as
the Interposer between God and man. In that cgpa@tshall think of Him during this discourse. gt i
the voice of the Man Christ Jesus, the eternal @ddod, which says, “Therefore does My Father love
Me, because | lay down My life, that | might takegain.” The Father feels boundless love to Hinowh
for us men, and for our redemption, came down fr@aven and took upon Himself our nature and be-
ing found in fashion as a man, became obedient deth, even the death of the cross. “Therefore God
also has highly exalted Him,” or, to use His owrrdg) “Therefore does My Father love Me.”

At this time we shall not keep strictly to the textit shall introduce other truths related to leTun
of our discourse will be somewhat as follows:—fikginsider the Father’s love to Jesus becausesof Hi
death and resurrection; secondly, consider thegFathbomplacency in us on that account. Then, tird
consider our love to Jesus on this account; andtHly, consider our consequent fellowship with the
Father.

I. First, CONSIDER THE FATHER'S LOVE TO CHRIST JESUEBAUSE OF HIS DEATH
AND RESURRECTION. This love was exceedingly sweefé¢sus. Persecuted by men and sometimes
depressed in His own spirit, He comforts Himselthathis, “Therefore does My Father love Me, be-
cause | lay down My life, that | might take it agdiTo be well-pleasing to the Father was everyghin
with our Lord Jesus Christ. In heaviest toll, irrldalander, in deepest perplexity, if His Fathelyon
said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom | am wekkased,” Jesus was refreshed with meat which others
knew not. Beloved, let us be like our Lord Jesuthis—let the love of the Father to us be our cainfo
our joy, our strength, our hope, our heaven. Whatentan men or angels have than the love of God?
Let that love be shed abroad in my heart by theyI3giirit, and even the celestial city cannot afford
a more pure and substantial delight. O my God, Youe is precious beyond all estimate! “Whom have
| in heaven but You? And there is none upon edudh ltdesire beside You.”

But to come back to our Lord: The Father took theatgest delight in His Son as laying down His
life, first, because of the delight of Jesus in Hagher’s plans. Exceedingly high are the thoughtsod
in reference to His dealings with the sinful sohsen. Jehovah could, with a word, make creaturas t
should be perpetually innocent of sin. He coula atsake creatures which He foreknew would choose
evil ways, and depart into rebellion; but a simgde of creation would not produce the charactexledt
man. A weapon may be struck from the anvil at avblout a Damascus blade needs special annealing to
produce the temper needed in a champion’s sworel.chbsen were to be a race who had eaten the fruit
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, andknew good and evil by actual practice—especially
knew the result of evil in their own persons—foeyhwould even die spiritually; but they would be re
stored from death, and hell, and sin, and woulchbde haters of transgression, lovers of righte@assne
Though left to their own free agency, yet when Wk of divine grace was complete in them; they
would be of a character to which sin would be ingilde, since they would so deeply abhor it. These
persons would be raised to the peerage of thealkimgdom, and bear the name and dignity of sons of
God, being in very deed brothers in blood to Hinovidrone with God. They were to be brothers of the
Son of God by birth, and yet never to be the subjet pride. It will be infinitely safe for the Ldrto
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entrust us with all the privileges, royalties, dibérties of His own household; for this end it waeses-
sary that the chosen from among men should undeng@arvelous process, much more complex and
intricate than that which follows the fiat of powewe must in Jesudie—and be made alive again in
Him.

Beloved, it was necessary, in order to the conguedif the plan of divine grace, that God Himself,
in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, should takehood into eternal union with Godhead. The Son
agreed to do this, and was born of the Virgin; When He took manhood into union with Himself, He
took all that belonged to manhood. Now, sin haattgched itself to manhood, the Christ, in becoming
man, took our sin upon Himself, as it is writtefihe Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.’eH
could not be actually guilty—God forbid the thougBut He became legally amenable to the penalty
due for our transgression; and He was willing eieemake this stoop of condescension. When the di-
vine plan was proposed to Him, this was His answie;H come: in the volume of the book it is writ-
ten of Me, | delight to do Your will, O My God!” Dgou wonder that the Father loved Him, when He
saw in Him such sympathetic union with Himself%ls the Son’s highest pleasure to become subser-
vient to the sacred plan of glorious grace, in \Whfor ages to come, Jehovah would show forth the g
ry of His nature, and the splendor of His eternappse. The entire plan was acceptable to Jesds; an
He was eager to carry it out at His own expenseugh He knew that the work involved His death up-
on the shameful tree, yet He felt so one with thth&r that He cried, “I delight to do Your will; y/e
Your law is within My heart.”

When He actually appeared as a child, He went dlpedemple and amazed His human parents with
the words, “Know you not that | must be about MyHea's business?” Such a Son as this, so intent up-
on His Father’s plan—is it any wonder that we rédtierefore does My Father love Me”?

But His Father also loved Him for the constancy petseverance with which He pursued His life-
work, making it His meat and His drink to do thdlwif Him that sent Him. He underwent many re-
hearsals of His passion before it actually cameeiVHe said, “Except a corn of wheat falls into the
ground and dies, it abides alone: but if it di¢dyrings forth much fruit"—He was passing through a
baptism of soul-trouble. The shadow of His dealhoie Him often, before He actually carried thessp
but His face was steadfastly set to go to Jerusaldma plaudits of the people never made Him turn
aside, and aspire to be a king. Their denunciati@ver made Him tremble, and seek shelter in obscur
ty. His was a spirit constant to its high intemt;the last He was firm as a rock. The manhood m Hi
shuddered at death—it would not have been true owhti it had not; but, overcoming His natural hor-
ror, He took the cup and drank it to its dregshwiiNot as | will, but as You will.” He did say, f'it is
possible, let this cup pass from Me”; and He tiveaeranted us in saying that there was no otheratay
accomplishing the divine purpose except by His ldeBedemption could not be accomplished except
by the Substitute bearing the penalty and dying Jilist for the unjust, to bring us to God. The Led
sus, from the beginning, knew what it all meant—dften told His disciples what would surely happen
to Him; He did not go to a suffering of which He svaot aware. He was not, as one said, like a man
who went in among machinery to set it right, and waught in a great wheel which was too strong for
Him, and so was dragged to death. My brethren,Land knew all about the strength of that great
wheel—He foretasted all the woe which the accorhplisnt of His Father's purpose would cost Him;
but He went forward, resolvedly laying down Hislithat He might take it again. Therefore His Fathe
loved Him, as well He might. Victim by intent! Reztaer by resolve! Be You glorified forever! Let me
put to you a little picture. No doubt our Queen hagrong affection for her sons. She loves theimeas
children; but if it should so befall that one okthrinces was found upon the seacoast in the Hour o
storm, endeavoring to save men from a wreck; anikefprince, when others stood back, bravely ven-
tured his life to rescue the perishing, would nistreyal mother love him for his humanity? If heew
himself into the surf in his eagerness to savefoiieseeing the consequences, he persevered mggivi
his own life that he might bring poor perishing ntershore—would not his mother feel that she loved
him anew for his heroism? | think so. Would not afiyus love with renewed affection a dear son who
had displayed a sacred self-denial for the goosh@h? Now turn your thought, reverently, to the grea
Father of spirits, who loves His Son as His Sonyatitioves Him especially, because, out of pure, un
selfish love, He laid down His life without debal¢arvel not that He said, “Therefore does My Father
love Me.”
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The chief source of this peculiar love was His akttieath as the perfecting of His obedience. He
had become a servant, and He served to the eradl. Hhis life no single disobedience ever occurred—
the great Father’s will was the rule absolute. Nmmes in the last clause of the obedience—He must
lay down His life, for so has God appointed; andreunto this last He fails not but willingly yieldg
the ghost. Jesus went to the garden and the bwedgat; He went to the high priest’s hall and thsefa
accusing—to Pilate’s hall and the scourging; He twerHerod, and the setting at nothing. He endured
the cross with its nails, its scorn, its darknéssever, its death-agony—He went to it all aaml goes
willingly to the slaughter. On the way to death Was careful to obey—He would not die until every
Scripture had been accomplished. His last words$hifst,” were spoken that the Scriptures might be
fulfilled. He carefully observed the Father’s wiil all things—in the detail as well as in the groasd
to prove that He obeyed even to the end, He sHid; finished"—and He bowed His head and gave up
the ghost. The Father is infinitely delighted wiitle perfect obedience of the Son. He is a holy @ad,

He sees in Jesus holiness perfected by patienezefbine He calls Him, “My elect, in whom My soul
delights.”

Remember, also, that the death of our Lord Jesgsnetionly the perfection of obedience, but the
vindication of God'’s righteous law. Some would hagod without law, that he might be love alone.
This might suit anarchists and the like; let théike the heathen, have a god of their own makisgt |
not well spoken by the Psalmist, “They that malenthare like unto them”? A lawless man fashions for
himself a lawless god; but he who knows that sgaannot exist unless there is law, and unlessgaw
sanctioned with reward and punishment, delightse that this is, also, the mind of God! God has th
deepest concern for order and law. There was nerangGod against men, as men; for while they
abode in purity, He communed with them; but théct#tholy God must hate evil in every form, and He
must abhor it even in His most favored creaturfethe Lord should forgive sinners without demanding
a penalty, He would weaken the foundations of mgoaernment. In his magisterial capacity the Judge
of all the earth perceived that He could by no nsegmare the guilty. It would not have been an &ct o
mercy to the race of men if God had winked at husianin any case. It would have been in conflict
with the fundamental law of the universe. Everykrarfi angels and intelligent beings in all worlds
would have been affected—affected mischievouslyihdden proved that Jehovah had in any case set
aside His own perfect law, and allowed the breddhto go unpunished. It is not a case of private
fense against an individual—it is rebellion agaihst highest authority. Sin must be punished, fbeze
and Jesus came to do honor to the broken law. Heinmcent; but He voluntarily submitted Himself
as the Representative for men, to suffer so that €wild righteously forgive. The law must be magni-
fled and made honorable, and when the lawmaker selimdied under the penalty of the law, then a
sufficient vindication was given to the vital pripte of moral government. The law became more-llus
trious in righteousness by the death of the LosligeChrist than if every guilty son of Adam hadrbee
cast into hell because of his transgressions. CGhaeafferings were unto the law of God a full jlisa-
tion for the free pardon of guilty men—and as tlaghEr looks at the Son, and sees Him lay down His
life that He might take it again, He is well cortém justice to forgive, and in righteousness tstijy,
the sinner. Truly said the Lord Jesus, “TherefaresdMy Father love Me.”

Beloved, my heart delights in the thought that H®ws a consuming fire against all sin, yet, when
He looks on Christ, sees such a vindication giveHlis law, that He can justly sheathe His sword and
smile on those whom once He was bound to smite.

Once more, | think we may say that the Father IdkesSon in His death and resurrection, because
He herein manifested His supreme love to men. WA sag of our Lord Jesus, “Yes, He loved the peo-
ple. All His saints are in His hands.” The love Jefsus to His chosen is no new thing—no idea that
sprang up yesterday, to perish tomorrow. Long aggs when the mountains were not brought forth,
and the ancient hills had not lifted their heatig, $aints had a dwelling place in the heart of Gal.
saw us in the glass of His foreknowledge, and layvedccording to the predestination of His willofar
of old the Father loved us so as to give us His, &ad the Son loved us so as to give His life aoan
for us; and because of this love to one chosernchljeere was a fresh display of love to each other
said, in the opening of my discourse, that the &a#tiways loved the Son as God, but in our text we
have a love of Him as man and God in one wondreusgmality, in which are blended the two natures
of holy God and perfect man. The Mediator lovedsaghat He died for us, a sacrifice unto God, pre-
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sented by infinite love in our place; and He sd&¥$erefore does My Father love Me, because | lay
down My life.”

Only this word more—the resurrection is mentionedeasuring the result, and as therefore being
another opportunity for love to break forth. Jesags, “I lay down My life, that | might take it agd If
that prince, of whom | spoke just now, had leapedhfthe side of a vessel to save a drowning man, it
would have been a grand action; but if he sank meveise again, his memory would have been en-
shrined in the grief of the Queen’s heart; but ol not have been able to say, “Therefore does my
mother love me.” Jesus sinks into the dark wave,Hmirises again! | see Him make the great plunge
into the abyss; but He cries, “You will not leavey Bbul in hell; neither will You suffer Your Holy i@
to see corruption.” He lifts His head above thecklhillows. He strikes out for the shore. He lamils
safety with those whom He has rescued. How the hardt delight in the risen Jesus, and in all thht f
lows upon His victory over the grave! Now is dedd#feated by the death of the Well-Beloved; now is a
new life ensured for dead sinners; now is the alege of all the once condemned published bothlto he
and heaven. Say, who is He that has passed thé&haia descended into the abodes of death, and then
returned triumphant to the upper air? Who is tys} angel-watchers, at the gates of glory? Whaiss t
kingly Conqueror? “Lift up your heads, O you gatasd be you lift up, you everlasting doors; and the
King of glory shall come in.” The Lord of hostsethord mighty in battle, has laid down His life,dan
taken it again! He has done it as readily and &ffdly as once He laid down His garments, and short
girt them about Him again, after He had washedebeof His disciples. Having redeemed and cleansed
us by His blood, He puts on again the human bodiycwfor a while, He had cast aside. Jesus is-glori
fied in all whom He has saved by His death andgisBut His greatest glory is that the Father loves
Him! Sweet are the songs of the saved on earthpsded are the anthems of the redeemed in heaven;
but to Jesus, the best reward which is possibdeiighis word—"“Therefore does My Father love Me.”
Before me, in this divine love, | see a great dedych | may not attempt to explore—I have but
brushed the surface as with a swallow’s wing.

Il. Secondly, CONSIDER THE FATHER'S COMPLACENCY IN USNOACCOUNT OF HIS
DELIGHT IN HIS SON. Beloved, the Father loves HienSso much that His love overflows its banks,
and covers all of us whom the Lord Jesus has takee His own. The Father’s love is like a grea-be
con kindled in honor of the Well-Beloved, but shiedgdts radiance far and wide to enlighten those wh
sit in darkness, and in the valley of the shadovdexdth. Let us contemplate this fact so fraughh wit
blessing to all believers.

First, as our Lord Jesus is a man, the Father plece work to man’s account. The Lord had made
man in His own image. He had created him a remékiabing of united matter and spirit; but man
made a revolt from Him, so that, “it repented therd_that He had made man on the earth.” When the
Lord looks upon our race at this moment, He catedad satisfaction in creatures who have made them-
selves so vile. Our nature is prone to evil, anchitnot but be abhorrent unto the thrice-holy Jahbv
Yet is man not blotted out from the list of beins;, there is one Man, true man, born of a woman,
made under the law—a partaker of flesh and blodu & in Himself so well-pleasing to the Lord—that
He makes up for all the displeasure felt towardsrést of our race. This Man was so obedient, Bo se
sacrificing, so pure, so devout, so gentle, soyhirg that is admirable, that when the Father whars
Him, the virtues of that one Man'’s life and deatidear to Him the race; for His sake He forgetssihe
of men, and is well pleased to accept all who areed to Him. “By the obedience of One shall maey b
made righteous.” The savor of this one Man’s samerifhas sweetened all the offerings of His felloivs.
was a Man who, for the sake of the divine gloryeatyas it were, great drops of blood, and diechupo
the cross; and therefore is the Lord well pleasgdn with guilty men for whom Jesus stood as tiee se
ond Adam, and for whom He has won acceptance b#ferthrone.

Next, remember that the Lord Jesus has so glorified-ather that His great achievements are made
to redound to our benefit. All the works of Godanlals praise Him; all the deeds of His providence ex
tol him; but redemption brings Him His highest hosdn the person of the Redeemer, Jehovah is best
made known—

“God, in the person of His Son,

Has all His mightiest works outdone.”
When the Father hears dishonor put upon the dwarae by blasphemers, or false teachers; when He
sees the drunkenness and lust, the pride andcfatten, He is grieved at His heart—but on thesoth
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hand, all the dishonor is covered, and put awathbyglory of the character and work of the Man,i§thr
Jesus. | cannot utter my own thoughts on this pemtich less can | think adequately upon such a
theme. It is as if the millions of the redeemedeveo many evil lamps all pouring forth darknessg} an
filling the universe with blackness; and then, e bther side, this one blessed lamp of God stood
alone, pouring forth light; and the sacred lightsvg® powerful that it banished all the darknesthef
myriad night-makers, and created eternal and udeldway! | will change the example, and say that al
of us were as the Dead Sea, full of foul waterskireg with deadly odors—and the life of Jesus, pdur
out for us has turned that lake of death into @ @und sparkling sea of life! The purity of Jesuiices

to purify all the multitudes of the human race whua their trust in Him. God loves His Son because H
gets a glory from Him which cancels the dishonorked by all the sins of men.

Note, again, that as God has great complacencysrSbin, it runs over to us, because we are one
with Jesus. | say not this of you all; for someyofi have nothing to do with Christ at this timet btias
many as believe in Jesus, | may say, “We are mesrdddilis body, of His flesh, and of His bones.” The
Father’s love to His Son extends to all the memloérslis Son’s mystical body. What? Though we
should be only comparable to the soles of our Lofdét, and are still in the mire, yet, if we anghe
body, we share with the head in all its gloriesuManow the old proverb, “Love me, and love my dog.”
And certainly the Lord Jesus Christ might well sayyve Me, love the least of My people.” The Father
like David, loves every lame Mephibosheth of thegehold, for the sake of His Jonathan. Brethren, as
many of us as are joined unto the Lord by a livimith—we are one with Jesus—we are by eternal un-
ion one! When He died, we died; when He rose, ge.riVe were condemned and justified in Him; and
now that the Father loves Him, we also are belameldim. What a blessed thing it is that the Father
loves One who has such an intimate relation tosu® &e our Representative and Head! Meditate upon
this overflow of the Father’s love to the elect whéle has given to His Son. He so loved the Chief Be
loved, that, for His sake, we are accepted. Wepartected and at last will be glorified. This igdrof
myriads of men—myriads! You speak of great congiiega—but all that ever assemble here are a
mere handful. Look at the countless congregatidieemed by our Lord’s death—"a multitude, which
no man can number, of all nations and kindredspeagle and tongues.” Remember the multitudes who
have died in infancy, redeemed by precious bloothfall the consequences of the fall. Consider the
multitudes of converts in the latter days, when dglay of the Lord shall be revealed; “For as byon
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, soebgphlibdience of One, shall many be made right-
eous.” How many, human arithmetic fails to tell.

Now, call to mind the number and the variety ofssivhich have been committed by the redeemed
company. All those sins are washed away by thedotdcChrist. The love of God in Christ Jesus sees
no iniquity in Jacob, for the atonement has putyaalamanner of offenses. The love of the Father to
Jesus has made us comely in His comeliness, debpit@ultitude of deformities which were found in
us. O sea of love, in which so vast a host of sias swallowed up! How greatly does the Father love
the Son when, for His dear sake, He covers alhtijiead causes of displeasure, and makes us precious
in His sight!

Then remember that while Jesus has redeemed sq, mrahygleansed them from so many sins, He
has done more; for by the Father’s love to Him theymade partakers of very many most costly bless-
ings. Could you calculate the wealth of benefiterewith the Lord daily loads His redeemed? Cove-
nant mercies, who shall weigh them? Yet they athedhrough the Father’s love of Jesus.

Above all, reflect that we have eternal life througur Lord’s death. God so loves Jesus that, be-
cause of His temporary death, He has given entifes® all the redeemed! Jesus died once, ancther
fore we live forever. Because the Father’'s lovéiim can never die, and He ever lives, we shall live
also. His passing sorrow brings us eternal glorgcd®ise of Christ's death, millions and millions of
years from now, we shall still be the children add>and shall be with Jesus where He is, beholifiag
glory which the Father has given Him. Admire theaswreless merit of the Lord Jesus! Meditate with
reverence upon the overflowing torrents of the &ashlove to His Son! Because of His death He is un
speakably beloved, and we are beloved in him. Heweuld be well to pause. No tongue can ever ex-
press this matchless story. We are “accepted ilBdteved.” How greatly beloved must He have been
to cover such base things as we are with divine@ence! Think it over! Think it over! In heavenwo
will need no fuller or loftier subject of meditatidhan the love of the Father to the Only-Begottamn,
wrapping in its folds the whole family of love. “€hefore does My Father love Me.” Oh, how He must
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love Jesus, since for His sake He loves multituafesnners, and loves them all the way from therdoo
of hell to the gate of heaven! By the bliss eterbglthe rivers of pleasure that are at God’s rintd,
by the glory without bounds, we may form some idé¢he love of the Father to Him who laid down
His life that He might take it again.

[Il. In the third place, CONSIDER OUR LOVE TO THE LORBSUS ON THIS ACCOUNT. Be-
loved, His death is the great fact for which wed@ur Lord Jesus. The individual love of each lvelie
wells up when he can say, “He loved me, and gawesklif for me.” This, also, is the crowning evidence
of God’s love to believers in general, for “Godlswed the world, that He gave His only-begotten,Son
that whoever believes in Him should not perish.5 Kiying down His life is the central display ofsHi
love, and the chief cause of our affection. We Ibwe for the holiness of His character, for theden
ness of His heart, for the excellence of His teaghand, indeed, we love Him for everything aboig H
blessed person and work; but, if the secret musolde our hearts were chiefly won when our Beloved
put on the crimson vesture, and stood before ulsediewith wounds and pale in death. Then did we sing
of Him—

“White and ruddy is my Beloved.”
Oh, the beauties of our King when He stands bertbatipurple canopy of sacrifice! Then is our heart
won, and held in joyful captivity when we can sdypu were slain and have redeemed us to God by
Your blood.” That text often thrills my heart wharave read, “Who His own self bore our sins in His
own body on the tree.” Calvary reveals the greanfain of our love; the cross is the pole whereon i
uplifted the banner of love, both His and ours. Mte Him because He first loved us, and Golgotha is
the window through which His love looks!

The connection of our text enhances our Lord’s ldlvetands connected with the Good Shepherd. It
is He that lays down His life. He gives it for thleeep. Will a man die for sheep? Yes, that maybg;
could the Son of God die for such base creaturegease? We were, of ourselves, by no means so great
a treasure to Christ as a sheep is to a man. Andey¢hought far more of us than shepherds doef th
flocks. We were, by nature, only as so many foxgsserpents, or creeping things; but yet the Lord
Christ, having set His love upon us, would not ti#isHe had laid down His life for us. Alas, we veeas
ungrateful as we were unworthy! We even opposecettoets of our Savior. We acted more like goats
than sheep, for we butted with our horns againstSthepherd. We were stray sheep, and did not return
at His call—we did not follow Him, but we went fagr and farther away. We were lame as to return-
ing; but “when we were yet without strength, in diuee Christ died for the ungodly.” We are sheep,
too, that still go astray very grievously. Woe ig,nthat this should be true of me! After havingrbee
brought back on His shoulders; after having beestyoad by His care, yet still | go astray! We are
sheep that were lost. We are sheep that wouldtlesaselves again, if we could—sheep that make a
very poor return to Him that shepherds us. “Is tlaar kindness to your Friend?” is a question which
might often awake sad memories in our hearts. Belplet us love our Lord more! Surely, we cannot
help it, as we perceive our own vileness, and tkatgess of His love whereby He laid down Hisfide
us!

And remember that the Lord laid down His life ofsiiwn free will, and under no constraint what-
ever. If you or | were to die for other people, sf®uld be only doing a little sooner what we sball
obliged to do one day—for death is the debt of matuhich, sooner or later, all must pay. If a man
yields his life for another, he only anticipatesadghort season the time when he must lose it)ésus
needed not to die at all, so far as He, Himselfs w@ncerned. “Messiah was cut off, but not for Him-
self.” What love is this! He wills to die. He sag&His life, “No man takes it from Me, but | laydiown
of Myself. | have power to lay it down, and | hgyawer to take it again. This commandment have | re-
ceived of My Father.” Herein is love indeed, fregd, deliberate and resolute. | see the bullocksggo
to the altar of the temple—poor, dumb, driven eatthey know not that they are to be a sacrificeay-th
cannot throw into their deaths the merit of devimtént. Behold our Lord going to the slaughter as a
sheep in regard to patience, but not like a sheegpnowledge and purpose—He knew what that slaugh-
ter meant, and why He must endure it. “Lama Salaadthwas in its meaning known to Him before He
uttered the cry. He foresaw the death on the cré$s+was made a curse for us, knowing what the curse
meant, and calmly resolving to bear it. For thiSbegation of love He has our inexpressible grafgtu
and love! Do we not each one love Him?
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We should love Him, for Jesus laid down His life &ach one of His people. This love in general is
a delightful theme; but how tender and touchingetomes when each one sees his own participation in
it and cries, “He lovedne,and gave Himself fome!” Love delights inpersonalpronouns, “My Be-
loved ismine,and | amHis.” Love is most of all excited and called forth bgexrsonal sense of gracious
gifts received; it is a heart-moving song when \aa sing, “Unto me, who am less than the leastlof al
saints, is this grace given.” Remember, that t@ sme single soul, our Lord would have had to ainel
yet to save all men in the world He could have domenore; and if there had been as many worlds of
sinners as there are grains of sand upon the seastie one death would have been a sufficientivind
cation of the law on account of them all. We caagme no limit to the value of Christ’s atoning isac
fice. Its object could not have been attained bytlang less than the laying down of His life. Hedl
for His flock and for each one of His sheep in jgatar—so that we may each one today say, “He loved
meand gave Himself fome” And each one knows that for himself, with speti&nt, the Lord Jesus
bore the agony and bloody sweat, the cross andopasiserefore we must, each one of us, love Him to
our heart’s utmost capacity.

Indulge yourself with a sight of His love as it lgarbleeding on the tree. It may be, poor soul, this
morning you are bowed down with trouble becaussimfand yet you are a child of God—see, then,
how Jesus loves! Do what you did at first, whenyoar soul’s dark hour, you did look to Jesus. Lémk
His cross. Look wholly to the slain Jesus. “Hisddldias made peace—

And brought us release,

And now the old bondage

Forever must cease.

Who trust in His might

He leads into light—

Nor can any enemy

Break on His right.”
Blessed, forever blessed, be Your dear name, GJ&kare is none like it in heaven, nor in the lezav
of heavens. How shall we praise Him? Our teargatitgde come to our rescue; if we cannot speak His
praises, we willveepthem.

IV. I shall conclude by saying, CONSIDER WHAT A FELLOWF IS OPENED UP BETWEEN
THE SAVED ONES AND THE FATHER. The Father loves then, and we love Him, also, after our
measure. Brethren, we are agreed with the greatwbdvhom once we were at enmity. Since we have
seen our Lord lay down His life for us, we love Hinlow can we do otherwise? For the same reason
the Father loves Him—the very strongest love idficored when a common object of affection becomes
a rivet between the two parties. Two hearts mawpre in married love, but their union is intensified
when a baby’s cry is heard in the house. Seldonthane parted by divorce who have blended their love
in watching over a company of little children.

Beloved, when the Father looks on Jesus, He seesm@a is altogether lovely to Him, and when
we look on Jesus in our poor, half-blind manner,alg® are charmed by His beauties. No enmity can
remain between a soul and God when love to Jesusres the master passion of life. By His cross, our
Lord has slain the enmity; His death has cast allawound the divided ones, and has reconciled us to
God. The thrice-glorious Jehovah agrees with tlediwashed sinner in glorifying His Son. In the
blood of Jesus we are made clean, and thereforleweeHim—the Father sees Jesus pouring out His
heart’s blood to make us clean, and He loves Hinham account—thus the two who were apart are
agreed in one. From now on we desire to honor €haisd we are grieved if He is not magnified.
Whenever you hear a sermon which praises the Legds) does not your heart dance like David before
the ark? But if your Lord is dishonored, do you fesl indignant? Could you not beamythingsooner
than hear your Lord defamed? In the congregatidvgenHis atonement has been decried, have you not
found yourself on the move? And if you did not molvet kept your seat, did you not bite your lip2uYo
love Him, and you cannot permit Him to be thrusbisecond place; if it were in your power, you wbul
set Him upon a glorious high throne, and make ekege bow before Him. That is what the Father is
doing, and will yet do—thus the Father and youare towards Jesus.

You have also an intense desire to become like otd, have you not? Ever since He bought you
with His blood, and you knew it, you have longed®conformed to His image. This, also, is the Fa-
ther’s design, for He desires His Well-Beloved &the “first-born among many brethren.” He loves ou
Lord Jesus so much that He has predestinatedhes ¢conformed to His image. There cannot be another
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divine Son, but the Father would have many humans s¢ho shall be like the first-born. If you have
ever stood in the middle of a hall of mirrors, ywave seen yourself repeated on all sides. Evehalb s
heaven be full of lovely reflections of Him whoa#iogether lovely; for every blood-washed one shall
wear the likeness of the Lord from heaven! The &atan never have too much of His dear Son; He
would have Him live in ten thousand times ten tlamasbeloved ones—and as this, also, woulgdug
highest joy, you have in this desire a wonderfuidof union between you and the Father.
| think | hear you say, “Now | perceive that thehle&a Himself, loved men, for He gave the Son He
loved so well to die for them, and loved Him foiirtty on their behalf.” This is an instructive diseoy.
When Abraham called Isaac to go up to Mount Mot@be offered up as a sacrifice, Isaac could have
resisted his father’s will; but he did not. Theynwéoth of them together to the place of the offgri
Abraham loved Isaac when he bound him—yes, he Ibwmadall the more for consenting to be bound.
Not only did Abraham, the father, offer his sont maac, the son, voluntarily surrendered himsaif]
his father deeply loved him for that self-surrendisus, the greater Isaac, did actually give gpliféi
in our place, to achieve His Father’s purpose, icete His Father’s law, and save the people whos Hi
Father had given Him. Therefore does the Fathe ldwn, and we love Him—and we love the Father
who freely delivered Him up for us all. Thus lovempletes its circle, and God and man are made one
by Christ’'s work, even as they are one in His perso
If anyone here has, by believing contemplationntbuis way through the process described in my

sermon, he is no longer an enemy to God, or ewstranger to the Most High; for the death of Jesass h
drawn him near! If you have followed me in thisckanot merely with an attentive ear, but with #-wi
ing heart, you are reconciled to God by the de&tHi® Son! You love Jesus because He died, and God
loves Him for the same reason; you two have linkadds over the great sacrifice. What a joy is this!
feel as if | could find no better conclusion thae glowing verse of William Williams—

“To You, my God, my Savior,

Praise be forever new.

Let people come to praise You

In numbers like the dew.

Oh, that in every meadow

The grass were harps of gold,

To sing to Him for coming

To ransom hosts untold!”

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON.

BELOVED FRIENDS—KIind providence has brought me bafere; and | am resting and endeav-
oring to gather new stores. Very greatly am | chddry news from the Tabernacle, of the very remark-
able blessing resting upon the special servicegmulssrs. Fullerton and Smith. The Lord be praised
for using these beloved workers! May the membeth®thurch see to it that the good seed is wdtered

Having enjoyed the friendship of many of my readeranore than thirty years, | feel bound to send
them my affectionate greetings, and to thank thentHeir long-continued attention to my ministry. |
would beg an interest in their daily prayers, foyseif and for the work. May the Lord our God arise
speedily, for the vindication of His own truth!

Yours in Christ Jesus,
C. H. SPURGEON
Mentone, November 28, 1889.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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