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“He that has received His testimony has set to &al that God is true.”
John 3:33.

IN opening this discourse | would call your attentito the different statistics given by John’s
disciples and by John himself. In thé™@rse, the disciples say, “All men come to Him"-attks their
judgment of how the ministry of Jesus was succegdiohn, in the 39 verse, said, “And no man
receives His testimony.” If we view them as bothrreot, then the disciples looked at outward
appearances and in their view the cause of Jesuseskto be prospering to an overwhelming degree—
“All men come to Him.” But John looked below theface, at the truspiritual results and his verdict
was, “And no man receives His testimony.” Be veoylotful of statistics they depend very much upon
the person compiling them. Some, with sanguineitspgay everything that is delightful and
encouraging; others, with more serious and witlthges, more severe judgment, say much that is
depressing.

I am inclined to take both these opinions withrairg of salt. Each one was intended for truth, but
neither of them was exact. We often hear personthsé there are crowds attending such a minighey,
people block up the gangways, they fill every seat the preacher is very useful for “all men come t
him.” This may be true and yet there may be fewveosions and little spiritual results so that aeoth
may as truly say, “No man receives his testimoh; dear friends, we can never be satisfied with a
numerous congregation; we want souls to receivaesigmony of Christ! Even though we may thank
God that all sorts and conditions of men lend ngliears to our teaching, yet only one note soumels t
knell of our joy! If we hear it said, “No man reges His testimony,” we are sad at heart.

Forgetting what the disciples reported, let us dowk at what John said, “No man receives His
testimony.” He did not mean, literally, that no aeeeived the truth of God, for his next word wte
that has received His testimony.” He meant t@nhparativelynone received it. Compared with the
crowds who came to Him, compared with the natiorsiel, compared with the human race, those who
received Christ’s testimony were so few that hngss made him call themone John, though he went
a little below the mark, was not far from the truthen he said, “No man receives His testimony.” In
these profound and wordy days, this is called {hesSimist” view of things. However, if it were not
precisely the truth, it was mournfully near it. Byg Christ is preached and many will come to hear
about Him but, alas, few receive the gospel inarthearts! Go through these crowded streets amkd ma
how few receive the sacred testimony! Go into aavimcial towns and country villages and note how
few receive the truth as it is in Jesus. When ymk lat the denominational rolls at the end of thary
what small additions have been made! | think orti@e of the church reports one addition for tharye
If any community reports as high as three or foam gent, people think wonders are accomplished! The
world can never be converted at the rate at whiehave now going, for the increase of population is
greater than the increase of the churches. Weetagvely further back than we were. There are more
Christians, but there are fewer Christians in prbpo to the population! There is much reason for
crying earnestly to God to work more mightily upgbe hearts of men.

How glad was John to think that some had recef¥kdst's testimony! How hungry he was that
there should be more! In what earnest tones dosgthferth his Lord’s claims in the verses around o
text! He would have men go beyond him, and findi€hand receivéHis testimony. This is how the
case stands. Men had wandered far from God. Goidedethat men should come back to Him and
therefore He sent a witness to men to tell therHisfkindly feelings towards them and to show in His
own person, teaching, life and death how really anky God desired that men should be at peace with
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Him. The only-begotten Son was born into our wanhdl took our nature that He might be a witness to
the people of the character of God towards us, wWeatknowing how God felt, might be led to cry,
“Come, and let us return unto the Lord.” He wouli/é& us touched with tender relentings when we
discover the greatness of the love and mercy of Ba@rds us by seeing Him seeking and saving the
lost in the person of His only-begotten Son.

Of that subject | am going to speak this mornkegping as closely as | can to the text and criong
the Holy Spirit for aid.

First,observe the testifiazarefully. Look at Him and see who it is that hame to reveal the Father
unto us. Secondlyhearken to His testimonyWhat is it? Know it and believe it. Thirdiyote the
rejecters—No man receives His testimony.” How sad is the!fdtien, coming closer still to the text,
commune with those who do receive His heaven-gesimony Of these it is said that they have set to
their seal that God is true.

l. First, let us OBSERVE THE TESTIFIER. Jesus, ourd,@s a witness, is so wrapped up with the
testimony which He bears, that you have to know Hefore you can understand His witness—in fact,
to receiveHim is the same thing as to receive His testimony!dflvave received Christ as what He is,
we have received the testimony which He came to. bea

Who is this testifier? This witness? We answet,thacording to the context, it i€ that comes
from above To save us there has not come to us a man whiege was at his birth, but one who
existed long before and descended from above! tituis that Jesus was born at Bethlehem, but it is
equally true that He had a pre-existence from lee&tirworlds! The Word was from the beginning with
God: “without Him was not anything made that wasiméaHe was God as truly before He became man
as ever He was afterwards. He that has come tousakas, in the highest sense, come from above. Let
this kindle hope in the sinner’s mind and let iwrforth faith in the divine ambassador. One haseco
from the highest heavens to lift those up, who tafram Him must have sunk into the lowest hell.
Nearly 1,900 years have passed since He came addhe roughest ways of this world and lived,
sorrowed and suffered here below. From the hilleedven He came to this land of sin that He might
lift us up and give us a divine inheritance.

He was one of the very highest charact@bserve: “He that comes from above is abovehallthat
is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the e&tththat comes from heaven is above all.” All other
messengers that God has sent have had much essthlbout them, and assuredly, we who are now
His messengers have much of it. “We have this tireais earthen vessels,” but there was nothingim o
Lord Jesus that could debase the Messenger. Hpuvas perfect, and heavenly; and though He bore
our nature, yet He shared not our sinfulness. Awddh He spoke in our tongue and brought down the
mysteries of heaven to our comprehension, yettdtilspoke them in a heavenly style; a style to whic
mere man could never have reached! Moses wrotenagnaand the Spirit of God only revealed truth
measurably by him. But our Lord Jesus Christ wilofugrace and truth, and He spoke with a manhood
united to Godhead, having the Spirit without measur all Jesus said there was a fullness, a paaver,
reality which mere men were not capable of contgniHe was above all, and others derived their
authority from Him, “for the testimony of Jesusthe spirit of prophecy.” Will you not listen to ose
supreme? “God, who at sundry times and in diffeneabners spoke in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, has in these last days spoken unto dtish$on.” Surely it shall go ill with him that refas
such a messenger!

As He was above all in charactso, was He above all in ranklone can be compared with Him for
dignity—the angels may be peers of the heavenlydaut He is the Crown Prince of the Blood-royal
of eternity! He is God over all, before whom chenukand seraphim veil their faces. He deigned to
become subject to parents, but He was, none tlse &®ve all—Lord, Ruler, Head over all things!
Though He stooped to seek and save the lost, Hestillakigher than the highest! Though He laid His
glory by, that He might wash His disciples’ fee¢sy and wash our sins away in His own blood; yet He
was still Master and Lord. “See that you refusehiioh that speaks. For if they escaped not who esfus
him that spoke on earth, much more shall not wapsdf we turn away from Him that speaks from
heaven.” | cannot too highly speak of the glory &odor and majesty which belong to our Emmanuel!
If I had the tongue of men and of angels | coultsufficiently extol Him. He is the First-Born ofery
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creature, yes, the Creator Himself! King of kingsl & ord of lords is He, and it is through so glosa
person as this that God has sent to us a messqgaoe. Our ambassador is of a rank above all ranks
that the Lord may show how highly He esteems Haseh of the race of man. We are greatly honored
by dealing with so august a messenger. Come, ybimgvhearts, and gladly receive the testimony of
Him who is above all!

We are further told by John a very important fahich ought to weigh with every thoughtful mind.
The testimony of Jesus is personal testimémytat He has seen and heard, that He testifiesé Th
prophets received their prophecies from the HolyiSpho spoke to them of things which they had not
seen. Sometimes they did not even understand Wwagtwrote. They did not see those things of which
they wrote for it is written that “many prophetsdakings have desired to see those things, but have
seen them.” These things even angels desired toilto, but they were too mysterious for them. Our
Lord Jesus Christ knows heavenly things of His gsoper knowledge, for He has ever dwelt in the
bosom of the Father. He knows the mind of God,Heris God. The secret intent and purpose of the
Most High God are with His Son Jesus. All that deeals to men of the mercy of God He has Himself
seen and heard. He was an eye and ear witness ofitid and will of Jehovah. Christ’s teaching i$ no
second-hand—*“No man knows the Father, save the’ $¥ho taught Him wisdom? From where has
this man knowledge? From Himself, from His own e#krexperience; as dwelling with God before all
worlds He speaks to us. Do you want a better mgssemy hearers? How can the Lord serve you
better than by sending one who knows what He destaknows it by having heard and seen and
handled it? With the God who made the heavens asliidned the earth He ever dwelt, as one brought
up with Him and He was daily His delight. The Ldedd has sent as ambassador to you one whom He
“possessed in the beginning of His way, beforewbsks of old.” What more can you desire?

And then, further, the Baptist goes on to telthegtthe testimony of Jesus is identical with the words
of God Himself“He that has received His testimony has set¢csbal that Christ is true.” Do you think
| am reading amiss? The Scripture says, “®Gadlis true.” The testimony of Jesus, and the testimufny
God are one; and when you believe Christ Jesuspgbeve God! Further on we read, “For He whom
God has sent speaks the words of God: for God gigeshe Spirit by measure unto Him.” If you deny
what Christ says, you make God a liar, for you hawebelieved His testimony concerning His Son. So
fully is the witness of Jesus backed up and supgdolty the words of God—so fully does Jesus
represent the purpose and the mind of the Fathetrfa@ doubt Him is to doubt the Eternal God! Ndw,
you have a plan of salvation put before you by Gadessenger—which is most assuredly the very
mind of God Himself—will you reject it? Will youylin the face of God by rejecting salvation which
comes stamped in every letter of it with divinehauity? | pray you, my hearers, if you have not yet
believed in Jesus, remain no longer in unbeligfiioh, for it is unbelief of the Lord God, unbelief the
Triune Jehovah who made you, and who keeps thehbnea/our nostrils! See what a messenger we
have, then, who speaks not His own words, but ti@svof Him that sent Him. Those words are full of
grace and truth for they are full of God.

Read a little further on, in the next verse and wall see that this messenger whom God has sent is
onein high esteem with GoiThe Father loves the Son.” To show His greatelo¥Him, He “has given
all things into His hands.” You have not, now, atwith God out of Christ, for all things are npwt
under the mediatorial government of the Son of Gaiwtist Jesus, the Mediator between God and men,
has all things in His power; the government is upt® shoulder. It has pleased the Father to put all
things under the man Christ Jesus—

“Life, death, and hell, and worlds unknown

Hung on His sacred will.”
Jesus is absolute Master of all things. Angelsafig devils tremble at His nod and all the wheels of
providence revolve in perfect order according te Miill. If you listen to His testimony of grace,
remember that He has all power to back it up anétemtitrue to you. “He is able to save to the
uttermost.” All power is given unto Him in heavemdain earth. God has put all things under His feet—
and He who is thus the Lord of all—has come tottva@th you concerning reconciliation. Turn not on
your heels, you busy men! Say not that you havéime to attend to Him! You must attend to One
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whose kingdom rules over all. Dare you treat Hinthwndifference? Will not the awe of His majesty
constrain you to hearken to His voice?

Once more only. Concerning this testifier, we hetiratHe is the Lord and Giver of lifgnd if we
will but accept His testimony we shall live therebie has life in Himself, and He has power to geick
whomever He will. “He that believes on the Son éaarlasting life.” And to make the matter still raor
pressing, the word of warning is added, “He thdieles not the Son shall not see life but the wadth
God abides on him.” God can never be pleased wittrson who gives the lie to His own Son. He has,
in boundless pity, sent His Son, His only-begot&em, to live and die, that men might be saved; how
shall He endure to see Him rejected? “God so Idkiedvorld, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but haverlasting life.” And if this Son of His love is
refused; if the guilty insult the Father by rejagtithe Son, what can remain but righteous wratle If
deed of mercy, unspeakable, immeasurable, combs tespised by you, then the anger must abide
uponyou. There is no hope for those who refuse Jddasier not yourselves that there is another way
of escape, in some future state, for if there cdwalde been another way, God would not have given up
His Son to shame, suffering, and death! Faith isuseis the only door of hope! Shut that upon
yourselves, and you shut yourselves in utter dakna helpless, hopeless misery! What can helpfyou
the wrath of God abides on you? This must meansamunspeakable, without the slightest alleviation
O my dear hearers, | wish | had the power to sghfmy Lord as the witness! As | cannot do thid as
would, | commend to you the passage of Scriptwelfit The sentences are short, sharp, crisp, clear—
and they show you who He is whom God has sent @emgtbat errand of divine love. Refuse Him not, |
implore you!

Il. Secondly, HEARKEN TO HIS TESTIMONY. What is the tiesony of Jesus? What has the
Christ to tell us concerning God? | will only ugeetthree chapters which precede my text and | shall
gather enough from them to give a fair outline divJesus tells us of the Father and His willingries
forgive and save.

First, he tells usGod has provided an atonemehbok at the 28 verse of the first chapter, where
John says, “Behold the Lamb of God, which takesyatlva sin of the world.” The very fact that the Son
of God came here as man to suffer for our sin @dkat God has provided a great and all-sufficient
sacrifice. God could not deal with a sinful world—wias too defiled with sin for Him to look upon it—
but that sin of the world which prevented a holyd@mm dealing with a condemned race has been
taken away by Jesus, so that now the Lord canmiait and favor him with the gospel of peace and the
work of salvation. This was necessary before alsimglividual could be saved. “God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Himself.” The death @&sds has enabled God to commune with men. Oh,
hear this! There is a sacrifice for sin! My hearbedieve it and make much if it. The blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin! Jesusdied and in that death He has finished transgressio
made an end of sin, and brought in everlastingtemisness. All believers are forgiven through His
death. God is willing that you, believing in HisaeSon, should be so forgiven as to be washed white
than snow. That is Christ’s testimony to you, apdhat receives it has set to his seal that Godiés

The next testimony of Jesus is tha Lord has made a way of access between man addLGok
at the 51' verse of the first chapter. He said to Nathariadgdrily, verily, | say unto you, hereafter you
shall see heaven open, and the angels of God asgearal descending upon the Son of man.” Jacob’s
ladder is not now before you as a dream, but asakbty. The Son of man, the Incarnate God, God in
Christ Jesus, is the way by which there can be cencenbetween man and God. We can go up to God
and the angels of God, loaded with blessings, camecdown to men. The gulf is bridged—a glorious
stairway has been made across the dread abyss sépalnated guilty man from his offended God. Jesus
Christ Himself, in His own person, is that laddeddle bears witness thereof to you. Sin is put away
and distance is removed. What is the next partisftéstimony? You will find it in the third chapter
God is only to be approached in a spiritual way come to God, “you must be born-again.” That
which is born of flesh is flesh and cannot commwitt God, who is a Spirit. That which is born oéth
Spirit is spirit and can commune with the holy Godl understand spiritual things. My hearers, tigere
no coming to God by a priest of human consecratidrére is no coming by outward ritual, form, or
ceremony—"God is a Spirit: and they that worshipnHnhust worship Him in spirit and in truth.” You
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must have a spiritual nature that the Spirit of Gaaly commune with you. Only by a spiritual nature
can you have communion with the great Invisibleuiyspirit can be in fellowship with God, the mighty

Spirit, but what can you do till a spirit is credt® you? This was our Lord’s testimony to Nathdnae
and | suppose that, by some means, John the Bhptdteard of it. But whether he had or had nosdoe
not matter to my purpose at this time—it is ceftampart of the testimony of Jesus.

Furthermore, our Lord bore testimony to the gfaat thatGod gives salvation to all believers in
Jesusand to make that very plain, He puts it thus—"Asdds lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that wéoéelieves in Him should not perish, but have
eternal life.” You know the type. Bitten by therfyeserpents, the people looked to the bronze serpen
and they were healed. Now, bitten by sin, you ltmiHim who was made sin for us and, looking to
Him, your guilt passes away and the poison of yanfulness meets its antidote. We look to Jesus and
live! Our Lord bore witness to this with His owipdi and then by the lips of His apostles. He stids;
“Look unto Me, and be you saved, all the ends efdhrth.” Yes, there is life in a look at the Cfiaci
One! Believing is receiving. Accept Christ, whomdsgends as a messenger to you, and in accepting
Him you shall be saved.

Jesus also testified plainly tfabm all who believe in Him the Lord has removeddmmnation It
is written, “He that believes on Him is not condedri He that believes is justified and, “being jfistl
by faith, we have peace with God.” Guilty and canded as you may be at this hour, if you accept the
Son of God to stand for you, you are not condemFiEakre is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus.” Though your sins areaslet, they shall be as white as snow. Though by
nature robed in rags, the Lord says, “Take awayilifiy garments from him.” Your glorious challenge
is, “who shall lay anything to the charge of Godlect?” “Who is he that condemns? It is Christ that
died.” Oh, this message of mercy from Jesus,ngfttfull and blessed? If | had the time | shouke Ito
have enlarged much upon the testimony of God ins€Clesus, but here it means just this, that you,
being guilty and condemned, can be justly forgitteugh the sacrifice of Jesus! You may be beloved
of God because of His love to Jesus. You may bieateld from all the evil results of sin becausehaf
death of the Well-Beloved. You can be saved! Yegpu now believe in Christ Jesus, you are saved.
All heavenly privileges are yours now, where yowrsit, and shall be yours world without end. Glory
be to God!

[ll. With great heaviness we have now to NOTICE THE REDERS—‘No man receives His
testimony.” You would have thought that the momignd testimony was delivered to the world every
man would have hastened to hear it and would halreved it with joyful readiness! But alas, the wer
reverse happened! If | went to fish with such lzstthis, |1 should expect to have a sea full of fish
rushing towards me, but it was not so. Men, asle will not accept this heavenly salvation—no man
will receive it except moved by God the Holy Spiwithy is this?

In the case of manyt is because they are earthlgnd the message and the messenger are too
heavenly for them. They are earth-bound and eartledh. They are so busy; how can they consider the
grand fact that God has come down to save men? Wihiethink of that great spiritual truth of God en
of these days when they have made sufficient mamnelycan retire—when they have nothing better to
do than to attend to the claims of God. God is seégate, no, seventh-rate in their esteem! They are
really so occupied and their thoughts are so talewith daily cares of this life that God’s graceish
wait their convenience. | fear they will never lbarded into thought until it is said of each orfelem,

“In hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torment3ke rich man had kept his eyes downward upon his
sumptuous fare, and had never looked up to heaveimgs; but the realities of eternity have awakkne
him. O God, grant that none of my hearers may kleeip eyes down until they lift them up in hell!

Some rejecters of the Word of our Lord, | havedoabt, wereoo learned to believe in anything so
simpleas the statement that God was among them in huonant6 live and die for men. Though this is,
in very truth, the most sublime of all mysteriest uman pride counts it a small matter; it isht® dews
a stumbling block, and to the Greeks foolishnessn Mnow so much that they will not know God! | am
struck every day, when reviewing books of the pmegeeriod, with how wise fools are nowadays.
Pardon me. | will put it differently and say—howofish the wise are nowadays. | mean the same thing
whichever way | say it. They get a hold of the tdib dead thing and they shout like men that §reht

Volume 36 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 5




6 Christ’'s Testimony Received Sermon #2158

spoil! Here is a great discovery—a discovery ofhinaj! At one time they find Deuteronomy to be a
fraud. Now there are two Isaiahs. Then the booRuth was written far down in the centuries after th
exile. Jonah is a myth. Esther is a romance, anfdrslo. Their criticisms are all false, as othefdhe
same breed soon show. They are always finding stead oat or other, and setting it out on the table
where the children’s bread ought to be. What mighsgoveries of mans’ nests we have lived to see!
Men of this nature will not receive the witnesslesus—it is a pity that they should—He is honongd b
their rejection. You can scarcely read a book n@yadut you come across a bit of rotten stuff, the
fondly-cherished nonsense of some writer who hiaste for that which is far gone in decay. They wil
not believe God. How can they while they receivadrmne of another, as learned critics? It is toamy

it was in our Lord’s time, “not many wise men aftbe flesh are called.” Still have we to ask, “Wéer
are the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is theutsis of this world?” Those who glory in fleshly
wisdom cannot receive the testimony of the carpent®on; a testimony so plain that the poor and
illiterate can understand it, and enter into etelifa | hope this will not be the case with any the
more cultured amongou Be willing to take Christ’s yoke upon you andrleaf Him.

Certain people did not receive the testimony olusdsecause they were too prolrkdigree and
privilege kept many away. Read this verse in th& thapter—*‘He came unto His own and His own
received Him not.” Why? Because they thought theyenGod’s own already! Did they not wear a text
of Scripture between their eyes? Had they not bfadades of blue on their dress? Did they not tithe
mint, anise, cumin, and other pennyworths of heib&l?they not fast thrice in the week and so on?
What didtheywant with Jesus? Those who professed to belorigotb and cried, “The temple of the
Lord, the temple of the Lord are we,” were too gaodaccept a Savior; too near to heaven to need a
messenger from God.

But the real reason for rejecting the testimonyled$us was thisthey were too evil to receive it
Read verse 19—"Light is come into the world, anchrte/ed darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil. For everyone that does evil hittedight, neither comes to the light, lest his dkee
should be reproved.” Ah, my unbelieving hearergpifil were better men you would more readily accept
the light of Christ! If men were not such sinnesglaey are, they would come to Him to learn the oy
the Lord. Alas, the depth of man’s guilt has hasgkhis heart and darkened his perceptions—and made
him prefer darkness to light! Men do not see thaytneed deliverance; they hear music in the raftle
their chairs. May the Spirit of God come and cohwien of sin; and when they are once convicted of i
and foresee their doom, they will change their mitowards the Savior, and be willing to hear the
message of divine grace! May God, of His boundtgsee, save every man and woman and child to
whom this sermon shall comgind may He be as merciful to those who read thithe 22" century!]|
am greatly pleased to see so many of you presesticddna wet and stormy day as this—I hope the Lord
means to bless you now that you are here. | remegiiag to the house of God one morning when
there were only a few persons able to reach theepthere being a heavy snowstorm at the time. That
morning | found the Savior by looking to Him updretcross; and now | look with great interest upon
services which are held in rough weather. | hop¢ tfose who have had the determination to come are
more than common hearers; | trust that they haaethiéhat the Lord God has touched. | hope you have
come here with a desire to find salvation and jfreay you find it in the Lord Jesus at once! O Lord
grant it, | beseech You!

All the while, remember, these rejecters of Chwstre under the wrath of GodVhat a terrible
condition! | will not dwell upon the awful fact, blet a man only know the meaning of these words an
he will tremble in his seat—"He that believes rfeg¢ Son shall not see life; but the wrath of Godiebi
on him.” O souls, how can you bear it?

I\V. We will conclude by speaking upon the fourth poiet US COMMUNE WITH THOSE WHO
RECEIVE CHRIST'S TESTIMONY. The text says, “He tHas received His testimony has set to his
seal that God is true.” To receive is, in stilliper Saxon, “to take in.” There is here the idea of
retaining as well as receiving. We take in theitesty of Jesus that it may abide in us. We heartwha
Jesus says and we answer to it, “Lord, | belie@ut word is, “Master, say on. Whatever You say, |
believe.” We take in all that Jesus witnesses aadhald to it. We believe and we keep on believiig.
come to Jesus and we are always coming to Him. Smople begin with believing in Jesus, and then
6 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 36




Sermon #2158 Christ’'s Testimony Received 7

turn aside to believe in their own feelings, butiyaust not do so; you must believe and keep right o
believing. The just shall live by faith. We recei@rist and keep on receiving Him. “He that recsive
His testimony.” Do you refusanythingto which Jesus witnesses? This is evil! Receive telstimony
with unquestioning faith. Some men will believe angnstrous assertion of scientists, or spirituslist
rationalists; but they cannot believe the plaitness of the Lord Jesus Christ! The man who takes i
the teaching of Jesus and keeps to it, he is tssét man!

He takes in the testimony of Jesus for himmadf receives it as his own possession. That 3eses
from sin is true. That He saves me from sin is aenp@rsonal truth! Christ will save those who badie
This is good. But, “I believe and therefore | anvesh” is better. Personal appropriation is the best
receiving! Accept the truth of Jesus for your ovanlls seize it by the grip of a personal faith, dhen
you have it! You have seen a boy with a burningsgfahe concentrates all the rays of the sun so as to
produce a fire. Even so, by faith, concentratetédstimony of Jesus upon your own case, and you will
soon feel a wonderful power working in your soub Hhat receives the testimony of Jesus makes it his
own, feeds on it and is saved thereby.

Receivers of Christ’'s testimony allow nothing tokemahem doubt what He has saWhen the
believer is down in the dumps, and is passing tjinau dark time, he says, “What Jesus has saidas tr
for all this. He has told me that if | believe inntHl have eternal, and | have it, however gloomndhb
may appear. | have a sluggish liver and it makedaaklow and miserable, but | have eternal lifey M
wife is sick to death and | have buried child aftbild, and lost friend after friend—but | have reiz
life! God’'s waves and billows go over me, but | Basternal life, for He says it and | cannot doubt
Him.” It is a grand thing to have your confidenagside yourself! It is glorious to have it all imfst!

As long as you keep your confidence in your owi is¥ill be a very poor stay for you. There islas

at sea and a foolish landsman feels very confidéte safety of the vessel because they have a big
anchor on board. My dear man, what is the gootiatfanchor while it is on board? It would rathercte

to sink the ship by its weight than to be of sesvio it. “Oh,” he says, “but it is one of the best
Admiralty anchors, and we are safe while that idoard!” O simple soul, an anchor is of no use &hil
you can see it! Drop it down into the deep sea,0bsight, and then it will be of service. Hear t&in

run out! Now the anchor is far down. It grips aralds the vessel. You must fix your confidemwa¢hin

the veil. Your anchorage of hope must be where ah@yes can never see. Our rest lies in simply
believing the Word of the Lord Jesus. | believéhitugh | do not feel it. | believe it though | cann
argue the matter out logically. | believe it be@m@od says it to me through His great witness| trd
Jesus Christ.

The foregoing will enable you to see the truthhef statement, “He that has received His testimony
has set to his seal that God is trutn the olden time men did not often write theames because they
could not write at all! Even kings set their selaéxause they could not give a signature. To thys da
how often does it happen to me, as a trustee hapet or a school, to have a paper laid beforemdd a
not only sign my name, but | put my finger on thed wafer which represents my seal and | say, “This
is my act and deed”? When you believe in Jesushgme set your seal to the testimony of Jesus, which
is the revelation of the Lord. You have certifibet you believe in God as true. What does that Méan
means not only that He has kept His promise as rimattee fathers in the Old Testament and will keep
it in Christ Jesus, but it means, also, that to @l is real. By faith in Jesus you have come twkthe
reality of God. Before, you talked about an unknd@wod, but now you know Him and declare your
faith in His reality and fidelity. Now you perceigibstance and not shadow. Now you see mystery, but
not myth. God is truth and all that Jesus said iof i$ truth. He says, “He that believes on the Sas
everlasting life,” and you find that God is truey fyou live in newness of life! Jesus says, “Het tha
believes on Him is not condemned,” and you knoig #&o, for you enjoy a sense of pardoned sin! You
have sealed the testimony of God by resting youn seul upon it. It seems a very joyful thing to me
that | should be allowed to be a witness to ththtai God. | feel honored by being allowed to suitec
my name to the testimony of Jesus. Can you nohel@ame? Remember what it involves. You doubting
Christians, what are you doing? You have alreadyypur hand and seal to the promise of God and are
you going to contradict your own signature and 3&ghen you first believed in Jesus you set to your
seal that God is true.
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And now, because you have met with a little treulare you going to retract your witness? Do you
fear that the Lord will not help you and save yd\Rat are we to understand by that seal of yourg? Is
after all, untrue, or unreal? You know better! Skaom you for contradicting yourself! Remember,
when you make God a liar you make yourself a fiar,you have already set your hand and seal to it
that God is true—and seals and handwritings remy@n. accepted the real Savior for your real sin and
you believed in the real death of Christ for you-e-gou going to run back? Will you doubt your Lord
after this? God grant you may not, but, on the @yt may you go on confirming the testimony of
Jesus and setting it to your seal again and abainGod is true! Give glory to God believing thadtatw
He has promised He is able also to perform. Netagger at the promise through unbelief. All the
promises of God are yes and amen in Christ Jesihe tglory of God by us; why, we set to our seat th
God is true!

| have done, when | have said just this. Avoidgrdeearers, anxiously, the double sin of unbelfef.
you do not believe Jesus, you do not believe Gogbu reject His Son, you reject Him. If you giveet
lie to the teaching of Christ, you give the lieGod. Flee from this deadly sin!

Note well the simple matter upon which eternat lifepends. “He that believes on the Son has
everlasting life.” He has mow. It is in his heart now and it is not for a timery it is everlastinglife.
Note that as soon as a man believes God, he séiis geal that God is true and then away flies all
suspicion of his God! Our sins are largely causgdur mistrust of God. You think that God deniesl yo
something that would be good for you and therefane go and take it. You suspect God of being so
cruel as to command you to do that which is to yiojury and so you refuse to obey Him. Now if you
believe that God is true, you will from now on giwe what He bids you give up because you feelithat
is well to do so. And you will act as He bids yocechuse you are sure His command is wise and good.
Between you and God there will be, from now onply ltonfidence; and what will that lead to? It will
lead to holiness of life and earnest seeking tag#deGod in whom you unreservedly believe. You will
love Him with all your heart and with all your spulow that confidence is created. See what a change
faith makes! Have you ever heard of a servant wdlieved hard things of her mistress? She thought he
a tyrant and resolved that she would do nothingléase her. When she did her work, she did it very
badly and thought it was quite good enough for sucheature as her mistress. But she heard sorgethin
about her which entirely changed her opinion. ladtef thinking her a demon, she judged her to be
little less than an angel! It might have seemednallsmatter, but it was not so. She did her work
zealously and gladly now that her suspicions weed. Faith in her mistress affected her whole life
So is it in spiritual things! Faith in Christ Jedaghe fountain of obedience, the ensign of a ghaof
heart. God grant it to you all! Amen.
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