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“I will go in the strength of the Lord God: | willmake mention of Your righteousness, even of Younsyd
Psalm 71:16.

This is a psalm of David’s old age and we will ¢allg notice the characteristic feature of it. $t i
not addressed to men concerning God, but it isesded to God Himself, for He was David’s dearest
friend. Our psalms and hymns are not for man’scgsin, but for the Lord’s acceptance.

This is the tenor of the psalm; David has beem Wis God and he is now ready for anything. This
grand old man, in his later days, is exposed tonee® quite as fierce as those which he had to erteou
in his earlier times, but instead of gatheringfhisnds together and conversing with them, and isgek
their counsel, he gets quite alone and beginsyto‘ler You, O Lord, do | put my trust: let me nevee
put to confusion.” Trusting alone in God makes tendly independent towards men. The man of God
shuts the door; he realizes that the Lord is inctiember with him and he speaks to Him, saying, “Be
You my strong habitation, whereunto | may contihueagsort: You have given commandments to save
me, for You are my rock and my fortress.” He poowus his heart before God and pleads with Him,
“Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake no¢ when my strength fails. O God, be not far from
me: O my God, make haste for my help.” It is aglegful sight! There are two in the room, though you
can only see one with the natural eye. The man whomsee, discerns another, a great and glorious
One and he talks with Him “as a man talks withfhiend.”

Is this a fancy picture to you, my brother, mytesi8 Is this merely a sketch of something which
happened ages ago? Hamminot often been one in that scene? | know that €hmBeen there and | trust
that it has been so with you. These are the chigjogs we know; these lone communings with Jehovah,
our God! That room where we are alone with Godhés riearest to heaven of any place between here
and Paradise! | wish that we more often enjoyedmamon with closed doors. We might. Why don’t
we? Whatever we gain by occupying our time othezwin, at the best, be only compared to silver; but
this is the golden way of spending our hours! Wiverare with God, we have the all-in-all for company
and He fills our minds better than a thousand ditieings could do. The Lord our God has filled our
heart and filled our room; and filled the univefseus; and we are overflowing with blessedness!

It is good to come here and mingle with God’s pedp public worship. As my well-beloved
brother, Mr. Williams, said in prayer just now; nyaa Thursday night have the saints of God come in
here burdened and they have gone away lightene@dd has met with them! Our Thursday nights are
little Sabbaths in the middle of the week; restaces between the Sundays; oases in the desaut of
toil; but there is something closer, and less jikel be a mere form; our private meetings with God.
pray you, make many secret appointments with yardland keep them! Have many trysting places
where you and your Well-Beloved meet. | am certhat it will be imperative upon you to meet Him
whenever you are in sore trouble; your sense afl mék drive you to it. | do not know that Jacobesv
spent a whole night with God till he was about teeinhis brother Esau and was in great fear that he
would smite the mother with the children. Then @&sathat he said—

“With You all night | mean to stay,
And wrestle till the break of day.”

| guarantee you Jacob was a greater gainer byfright than if he had never heard a whisper of
opposition! It was well for him that he had an Esaith armed men, to drive him to his God. He could
say afterwards, “It was good for me to have beditctd.” Anything that brings us into close
fellowship with God, however evil in itself, worker us the grandest form of good. Now, if there are
any here very much like David. If they are growwid and if, being aged, they are also surrounded by
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slander, persecution and reproach, let them seé Ddnad did. If they are met by great difficultiasd
even by malicious adversaries, let them go whendadaent! Go and sit before the Lord and pour out
your heart before Him. | think | see David sittithggre, naturally full of sorrow; an old man, comges
with infirmities, and at the same time, bowed domith troubles; and there hengjoicing in the faithful
God, of whom he says, “O God, You have taught mmfmy youth: and until this time have | declared
Your wondrous works. Now also when | am old andygreaded, O God, forsake me not until | have
showed Your strength unto this generation, and Yfmawer to everyone that is to come.” He has
realized the presence of his God in secret anttdubles are laid before God in prayer. Gradudiyt
subside. He began to speak very hopefully. Nowides from hope to a joyful confidence. The old man
goes on talking there, as some would say, “to Hiifiggut we know better; he was conversing with his
God; and before that hallowed interview is ovelhas reached such a happy state of mind that he says
“My lips shall greatly rejoice when | sing unto Y.0udis fingers long to join his lips and he is loog

for his psaltery and his harp that instrumental imugay aid his tongue and that so he may praise God
with all his might! Communion with God is a greatker of music so that he who went into the
chamber halting, comes out leaping. He that meets$ Wth tears in his eyes, comes forth from holy
solitude with songs in his mouth. May it be so wythu! When you are far away from any house of
prayer where you are likely to hear what will combfand bless you, go to God straightway and tethHi
all that is in your heart. Forget minister and aaggtion and go straight to Him who is far gredtan
churches and pastors! Pour out your troubles wtierg will meet with divine sympathy. Confess your
trust into His ear who is never weary of His petgphloice, and you shall have found the greatest
strength that is to be found this side of heavend Aou shall sing, “You shall increase my greatpess
and comfort me on every side.”

Taking as my text this particular verse in Davitditk with God, | want you to notice, first of allis
resolve;“l will go.” Secondly, his reliance;"l will go in the strength of the Lord God.” Anditdly, his
messagewhich he intends to deliver always: “I will makeention of Your righteousness, even of
Yours only.”

I. Now, here is, first, HIS RESOLVEI will go,” he says.

From this it is clear thdte will not sit still Look! He has come a long way already and he tisnge
weary and faint. The flesh suggests to him thatdsehad enough of it, while the devil hints to himat
he has done too much already and that the beg H@rcan do now is to give up struggling, battling,
warring and contending, and just sit down andHetgs go as they will. Do you not hear the advite o
unbelief, “Let affairs drift. You cannot help yoetf old man! You have got into a very sad conditio
Give up your confidence in heaven. Perhaps you baea under a delusion all these years and trust in
this God of yours is sheer fanaticism. Do not gondth it! Be reasonable, like the many that arenebu
about you who are criticizing and amusing themselamd while professing everything, are believing
nothing. Give up the contest and drop the swordt witich you contend for your Master and let things
go as they may.” So whispers Satan. So murmurfidsle. So advises the worldly friend. The brave old
man gets up, and cries, “No, | will go! | will neit still. I will not give it up. | have not finiggsd my
lifework. I have more to do. | have further testmgdo bear for my Master. | shall not idly quit theld,
but still bear the battle’s brunt. | shall not gthe pilgrimage; | will go, even now, though itusth
tottering footsteps. Bring me my staff. | will gatiwv the rest of the chosen company. | have not been
behind in the marches of the past, for | have hedway as a leader of God’s people. | have sung unt
His name and taught the host to sing that His mendures forever. Shall | now turn tail? Shall ino
linger in the rear? No,” he says, “I will go.” LobKe girds himself once again to follow the Lorddan
he goes forward as bravely as when he first stamelis pilgrim way!

That picture is no imaginary sketch. It has ocediio ourselves. It is a likeness taken but a faysd
ago. Dear friend, it may be a photograplyofi Some of you of very cheerful spirit, always btigimd
jubilant, do not know what it is to get discouragBdt there are others of another temperament who a
times are sorely put to it and they are temptedistain from the Lord’s service. Prudence makes the
man say, “Really, | have undertaken more than | aegomplish.” As our dear friend said in prayer,
there are many of the Lord’s servants who have wor#o for which they feel quite unfit and, while
they are under such a feeling, the hint comesam{tiGet out of it, or you will come down with aru
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You are like a man walking on a tightrope; if youce get to the other end alive, never try it again,
you will regret it. That simple reliance on God, ywit is like standing on the top of a church spite
needs a very cool head, and a miraculous nerve. witbtumake a slip one of these days, and then
religion will be laughed at through you.” So saywbelief! But it is a grand thing if, in the momeuit
discouragement, the child of God can gather himgelagain, gird up the loins of his mind, and imyho
sobriety, hope to the end and say, in the langoagee text, “I will go in the strength of the Lofglod. |

will not be kept back by the world, the flesh, loe evil.”

It is my impression that David meafit,will go to war.” He was a man of war from his youth up
and, of course, after many years of fighting, whgby no means pleasant work; and after many s&rio
risks, it might naturally suggest itself to the dgean that he had better quit the tented field.tketold
man would go. In fact, he went to battle so longfttlone day, in the midst of the fight, he fainseutl
then his people insisted upon it that he shouldgaoany more, for they saw that it would be outlbf
character to let the old man expose himself toagerdeath. Did they not say to him, “You are worth
10,000 of us”? If he were to fall, the very ligtitisrael would be quenched. But there was “fight'the
old lion till the very last. The same spirit thaade him go as a boy to fight with Goliath still bed in
him when he became an old man, and he still saidjlgo.” When he could not literally go to any
physical conflict, you can see that to the end twgiit for God and for truth, by his laws, his
government, his influence, and his prayers. Wheodutd not do one thing he did another. His enemies
that gathered about him to destroy him found thaythad a very difficult task before them, for sv
not true, though they said it, that the Lord wador@er on his side. They told a lie when they retie
that cruel taunt, “God has forsaken him.” And tipegposed more than they could carry out when they
said, “Persecute and take him, for there is noraetiver him.” David turned a bold front towardsth
to the very last, setting his face like a flintsobvsing that he would administer justice and mamtae
cause of God in Israel as long as he lived.

Well, dear friends, you are not called to be soklin the literal sense; the most of you, at atg;r
but you are called to be soldiers of the crosss&rae fighting times and no one must back ouhef t
conflict. Be not cowards! Be not neutrals. Showrycoiors and fear no opposition. Every day wear the
red cross on your arm, by avowing your faith in étening blood. Still have a good word for Christla
the old, old gospel. Be not ashamed of the dodrofegrace, nor of those who make a stand for them.
Still “contend earnestly for the faith once and d&tirdelivered to the saints.” And still say; “I hgo in
the strength of the Lord God, to make mention & kjhteousness, and of it only.”

The text may be used in many senses. “I will gtha strength of the Lord,” may mean thatwill
go forward and make progress in divine thingsvill go on studying the Word of God to get @ater
apprehension of its meaning. | will go forward pligey with the Lord to prove more effectually the
power of prayer. | will go on subduing evil habitsvill put down, by God'’s strength, this sin art. |
will go forth conquering and to conquer against wald, the flesh and the devil, where ever | am
called to encounter. | will not be content with et attainments. | will not rest in any joy thdtave
yet known, nor be content with any measure of lesinwhich God has granted me. As the eagle cries,
“Superior,” and spreads its wings to meet the sorwill | rise higher and higher, singing—

“Nearer, my God, to You,

Nearer to You.”
| know that some think it perilous work to climitanthe higher form of spiritual life and to aim evat
perfection, but | will not flinch from it. If | daot reach it, yet will laspireto it. | will go. “I will go in
the strength of the Lord.” Don’t you think thatdernumbers of God’s people are content with a very
poor form of spiritual life because they do nonthit possible to advance further? They have ljtie
and little strength because they are content wighjoy and strength they have and do not aspire to
more. We make a great mistake, dear friends, sdras,@s to the whole style of our life! | met wah
story, which seemed to me a rather pretty one.d'lwes a young woman, fair to look upon, who was
seen by a very wealthy man who determined to makénis wife. She had been brought up to habits of
rigid economy, for the family was straitened incaimstances. Her father was not of the very poorest,
certainly, but still poor enough. And on her magaaday he gave her all that he could afford, namely
five pounds, and that was put into the bank. Hebluad, on that day, told her that he had placedesnon
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in the bank in her name, and he handed her a chekklthat she might draw out whatever money she
desired. Well, having been properly brought up, §ient her money very, very carefully. Five pounds
was an enormous sum to her, and she felt frightettedinning through so vast a sum. She found,
however, that in the circle in which she was cattedhove, her five pounds was at last gone, anghso
even ventured to draw a check for 10 pounds. Irsidenable fear she went down in the carriage to the
bank to see whether they really would give her @0ngls all at a time. And when she got it she was
surprised and overjoyed. She drew again, untibstt $he had actually spent 50 pounds! One day her
husband said to her, “Don’t you know how to managdeckbook, my dear? | scarcely understand your
account at the bank.” She modestly replied, “I hbpave not been extravagant.” “You little gooseg’
said, “l put a thousand pounds in the bank for yand | thought that you would soon spend it. Most
women would. But instead of that, you have onlynsf@® pounds. You cannot behave yourself as my
wife on such a pittance. Remember, you may be apam’'s daughter, but you are a rich man’s wife;
S0 just begin to spend according to my riches,rartcaccording to your father’'s economy.”

This is our case in reference to our Lord Jesus kKwbw we are a poor man’s children. My original
father “broke” long ago. There was nothing left af the family estate. When father Adam was in
business, he became a bankrupt and he left usnigdblit a sea of debt. But then we are married g Ki
Jesus, who is heir of all things and He puts theckbook of the promises into our hands that we may
draw from the riches of divine grace! Do not letlive according to our natural quality, but letlise
according to our supernatural elevation, and bégispend according to the wealth of our Husband!
Very few women need encouragement to spend mongywdsy many Christian women and Christian
men need very great encouragement to draw upogdbdness of God; and to live at that high and
noble rate of divine grace to which they are ezdithy the election of God, by the call of the HSlyirit
and by their heavenly union with the Lord Jesusisthrwish that we could pluck up courage and say,
“I will go in for great grace, eminent holiness addse conformity to Christ. | will draw upon His
riches in glory and spend at a royal rate. Why &houaot show forth all that grace can do? Is themng
reason why | should be weak and wavering? | woelch® David, yes, as my Lord. Yes, | will rouse
myself, the Holy Spirit helping me, and | will settle highest and best things that a Christian cervk
| will go.”

Let us cheerfully use this tewthenever any service is proposed toAgyyoung man has been asked
to preach at a small cottage meeting. He has besitahng during the last two or three days wheteer
shall or not. | want him to feel that if this isnrk in which he can glorify God he should saywill go
in the strength of the Lord God.” There is a sisk&re, who has been invited to take a class ohgou
women. She thinks that she is hardly fitted for Bilele class proposed to her and yet she is thg onl
person available and evidently the finger of Gothgsoto her. | want her to say, with David, “I wgb
in the strength of the Lord.” Have you renderedsanvice to your Savior? Have | the unhappines®to b
addressing some member of a church who has reatly dothing for the Redeemer? Do you understand
what the gospel is? Do you know what its effectrugiee heart is? If so, how can you remain idle@ | d
not understand you or your religion! A man whoasexd; who isaved who has no longer to live with a
view to his own salvation but is saved; what cardbddut feel, “Bought with Your blood, my gracious
Lord, | belong to You and now | must spend all mgysl in serving You”? It is an instinct of the
Christian life to wish to be doing something torglpGod and to save the souls of others! If yowéa
not that instinct, | should question whether yoe wrally born of God at all. Can hard hearts haaenb
renewed? Will the Lord own sluggards as His chil@®id the heavenly Husbandman really plant an
utterly barren tree? Be it so, that, up to now kiaue done nothing. May the Holy Spirit at once asvak
you and may you say, before you leave this Tabé&ndowill go in the strength of the Lord God: lil
make mention of Your righteousness”!

We have also before asman who will go to suffering with holy resignati@ sister, just now, sent
a letter asking us to pray for her while she undesgan operation. May the Lord sustain her! It is a
prayer we often have to put up in this large coggtien for some of the very dearest and best among
us. Dear friends, the text is for you with regaodttie suffering you have to encounter; may you go
forward to it without fear! Some of us have to takms at the two forms of appointed exercise; vee a
sometimes serving, sometimes suffering; and oconabjowe carry a pair of baskets and both work and
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suffer. The Lord will be with us under every forrhtaal; He will sustain us under personal pain, or
bereavement, or business care, or cruel persecuttmrefore, believer, do not linger, but say, ‘illw
go, | will go"—

“If but my fainting heart be blest

With Your sweet Spirit for its guest,

My God, to You | leave the rest;

‘Your will be done!™”

Grand words were those of our Lord when, the sujpeeng ended and the next thing was the
bloody sweat, He said, “Arise, let us go from héieé does not merely wait for the trial to comet bu
He advances to take up His cross and to bear tbevgnich was laid upon Him by His Father. So Ist u
say tonight, “I do not know how dark the rest of mgy may be. | see that it is covered with thomnd a
briars, but in the Lord’s name, solemnly, in syleabspoken each one of them in deep determindtion,
declare that | will go in the strength of the Ldrd.

Beloved, may it be sawwhen we come to diéh a short time, unless the Lord shall come, yod kan
will have to go upstairs and gather up our feethm bed and die to meet our fathers’ God. Weli; if
should happen to be some disease which gives usngaand opportunity to think beforehand; we will
go onward, with death in full view; without any pidation in the strength of the Lord! Some of uswn
what it is to lie for days and weeks, looking ieternity, till our eyes have been able to gazeddiean
death and all the future. We have grown so uséde@rospect and so peaceful in reference to iitvlea
have almost been sorry to come back again to hiteits trials and sins! When we are so prepared and
even so jubilant at the prospect of passing ineoviorld of spirits, we almost reluctantly turn dace
earthward again! When the time does actually arowe God will give us grace to say, “I will gowill
go. My Lord has called me over the river, and Il wgib. | hear His sweet and mighty voice saying,
‘Arise, My love, My fair , and come away'! | answer it gladly, My Master, | will come.” | will gon
the strength of the Lord God. Perhaps | have saigh upon this point. May we be ready to march
when the trumpet sounds! Without fear or questiay we say at once, “Where He leads me | will
follow.”

II. Now, secondly, notice HIS RELIANCE. He is readygm, but he tells us howj Will go in the
strength of the Lord God

He would go glorying in strength already receiv@dep down in the middle of the words (I cannot
give you the critical way in which we come at ititlit is so), David means that while others putlogir
garments and array themselves in beauty, he wilbpuhe strengths of Jehovah (it is in the plyrahd
they shall make garments for him. It is a wondegidture to me. While others glory in another
strength, he takes God’s might as it has beenadisglin his past career and he puts it on as hisrar
He would not wear Saul’'s armor, or any fabric ainedwisdom, neither now nor when he went against
Goliath. He said to the giant, “I come to you ie tame of the Lord of hosts.” He put on as a cbat o
mail the secret strength of God which he had \edifind demonstrated in his own past career when he
slew the lion and the bear. What a wonderful thing for a child of God to stand clothed with tleos
garments of glory and beauty which are made uphatwWsod has workeish him and workedor him!
How happy is he to be renewed in might by rememigette strength of God which he has up to now
experienced! These are a fit marching dress forshid to wear! He may go forward to his future
without fearing; who has such a past to reflectniipo

David means thdte would go relying upon a strength which did nieéra The Source from which
we draw our strength, dear friends, is as full mingpotence as when David drew from it; certainly as
full as when we went to it in our younger days! @umn strength is much less as our years increage, b
it is not so with the Lord strong and mighty! Wheve could have traversed a county, we now weary
with a mile. Old men find that they cannot do wttety once did, but God can do all things evermore.
Our own strength is a cistern soon drained drymmiheed not thirst for we can tap the great “déap
lies under.” Our faith knows how to bore an Artesigell when surface water fails. Let us bore deep,
and then the stream will flow in summer and in winnhever frozen, and never parched; and we may be
always “strong in the Lord and in the power of Higght.” So David means that he would go in the all-
sufficiency and the immutable power of the Mostliig
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He felt thathe would go, also, in a power which sanctifieddosg “I will go in the strength of the
Lord God.” Where will a man go in that strength? the theater? Verily, it is a sort of constructive
blasphemy to imagine a Christian’s going there ha strength of the Lord! Will he enter upon a
speculation in which he will, in all probabilityplo other people if he succeeds and injure othdre i
disappointed? No, not in the strength of the LoodiGr'here are a thousand things that a man cooild
think of doing in the strength of the Lord God, ayed professing men venture upon them, to their sin
and shame. In the strength of the devil a man magtempt many of the doubtful enterprises and
amusements of modern professors, but in the strasighe Lord God, no! It were profanity to talkibf
Do you see what a limit this puts upon a Chrisgaaction? And yet it is no limit which in the least
restricts his gracious liberty. It is such a bougdes he himself would set up. You are strong tavtiat
you oughtto do and it is only what you ought to do that yoauld wish to attempt in the strength of the
Lord God. You are weak if you transgress, for ttrergyth is gone from you when you attempt to do
what would dishonor God. And is not this as it dddoe? Is it not just as you wish it to be? Come,
beloved, you see that not only did David get stiienigut he obtained holiness, also, from the Ldsd h
God for, if he would go in the holy strength of thest holy God, he could not go amiss.

Again, in this text | notice thdte is confident as to the sufficiency and adaptatibGod’s strength
to every trial or work to which he might be call@the Hebrew, being plural, hints at this. “I wilb gn
the strengthof the Lord God.” If | shall require mental vigdgod can give it to me. If | shall need
physical strength, He can give it to me. If | shadled spiritual power, He can give it to me. If the
particular demand is a clear sight that | may dedad baffle the cunning of the enemy, He can git@
me. If | require courage and quick resolve, He gae them to me. If my special need is firmness of
mind in the day of temptation, He can give it to.rfet is a patient temper, He can give it to me.
Nothing is needed by a believer but that whichgtiength of God supplies when it is needed! As our
days our strength shall be. We shall find the supplays equal to the demand.

“Oh,” says one, “my way is very strange. | coulat tell you the singular difficulty of my case.”
Dear friend, | do not wish to know the particuldssf | am sure that however strange the casenseto
and to you, it is not new to God! If you go in thteength of the Lord God, you have exactly thatahi
is suited for your perplexing path of pilgrimageisl one of the miracles of God that to each mansHe
just such a God as he needs. It is like the Welsiman that | spoke to you about on Monday night. She
would have it that Jesus Christ was not a Jewwsigcertain that He was a Welshman! But how was
that? How could the Lord Jesus Christ be a Welsin&ire answered, “He always speaks to my heart in
Welsh.” Truly, good woman, He always speaksmypheart in English, and he speaks to the heart of
each man in his own mother tongue so that the mim@icPentecost is repeated in our fellowship with
Jesus, and every man hears in his own languagedheéerful grace of God! Jesus knows how to adapt
His truth, not only to each nationality, but to legersonality, and to each peculiarity of that peadity.
Jehovah is the special God and the special straxfgthch individual Christian. He is my God and my
father's God, as well as your God; and no othellccbe as expressly suitable to me as | find thedLor
my God to be. It is a wonderful thing and we oughtender personal thanksgiving for it.

Now | will dwell for just a minute practically upothis. This text, “I will go in the strength ofeh
Lord God,” should rise to the lips of everybodyéamo isengaging in new servic& ou are attempting
what you have never tried before. Come, now, seéoy buckle of your harness and every portion of
your armor. You can see to it all at once by saythwill go in the strength of the Lord God.” Paisky
you are in great weariness tonight. “I cannot dg @ore,” you say. “The fact is, | am beginning ézlf
that | am an old man.” Yes, but perhaps you arénigehis in two ways; there is another old man
besides old age; and when you begin to feel waaweil doing, may not the old nature have a finger
it as well as the old body? Now is the time to myeurself out of lethargy, shake off sinful sloéimd
declare with determination, “I will go in the stiggh of the Lord God.”

Or, possiblyyou have come to a fresh peilou have reached a very hard bit of the road &ineal
danger lurks. | remember that, in going over thenGel, we came to a place which was called “Hell
Place.” It was a narrow road by the side of a miemis gorge. The way was very slippery, and the
horses began to slip about. We soon dismountedthemdwe had to walk over a bit of rock which was
as smooth as ice. You come to such a place nowhamdn the road of life, and you feel more thali ha
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inclined to go back. But you must not go back. &atrs may not go back. It is written, “If any man
draws back, My soul shall have no pleasure in hivimll must, tonight, put down your foot and resolve
that you will never turn to the right hand nor ke tleft, but keep your face forever Zion-ward. Sy,
will go in the strength of the Lord God.”

Or, perhapsyou are going away from us altogethdear friend. You have come in here for the last
time tonight, for you are going to live far awaythe country. Or you have already taken your passag
to New Zealand, or Australia, or Canada. Very wgil,in the strength of the Lord God. That is theywa
to go to unknown lands! | do not think that a Ctais ought to go downstairs in his own house in any
other strength, and certainly he should not takeuaney on which the rest of his life may depend
without having sought guidance, or without fixinig heliance upon God!

“But,” says one, “there is no journey for me. afe¢hat | am going to suffer a long illnes$eel that
great afflictions are coming upon thé&ery well, go in the strength of the Lord Godhéh my deacon
behind me here, whom you all know and love so wal; dear brother Mr. William Olney; had to
undergo operation after operation, we prayed for, laind it is wonderful how the Lord sustained hiyn b
giving him calm faith. He was not half as troubldsbut himself as we were. | know that he said & hi
heart, “I will go in the strength of the Lord Godghd he was enabled to go on from one operation to
another without fear. And here he is among ud, stilserve his Lord and Master! Be you also calm,
dear brothers and sisters, when your trial houresom

“Oh, it is not that!” says one, “but mine is a smable family trouble. There is a lot in it that is
wrong; mischief | cannot tell to anybody. | seemgti no help.” Well, go in the strength of the Lord
God. That is the right way to go. If you have nopetse to help you, go in His strength. | told yada
good woman who was speaking about Mr. Hudson Taydars ago. She said, “Poor Mr. Hudson
Taylor! | do not think that he can depend upon ahyhe missionary societies to help him. He has
nobody to trust to but God.” She said it in thatdkiof style, too; “nobody to trust fout God” And
whom do you want to trust to but God? It is a glos thing to get all the dog shores knocked away so
that the ship may be launched from the stocks,raag float upon the great ocean! We are apt to be
hampered by friends. They stand between us andldiee | know | have been so hampered, but | am
finding deliverance from these poor creature canrfes in a very painful but effective manner. lehav
lost a great many on whose fidelity | thought | Icodepend. But since | depend on the Lord all the
more, | am a gainer by ungrateful desertions. “Gfolti say, “do not talk like that.” | speak the weraf
soberness. It is a mercy to be saved from ourdgehbelieve that oftentimes our trust in friemdakes
us live like frequenters of lodging houses who hegkther in a miserable old shanty. When our éigen
are gone, and thus the old shanty comes down, thba? Why, we go off to a palace! We live at once
in the palace oassurancewith God, resting in Him along. Oh, it is a pode] the life that depends
upon things! It is a poor life that is buttressed &hored up by this and that; but that is histlife
which dwells under God’s sky, and has no fear thatsky-blue arch will fall! As the heavens stand
without shores and unsupported, except by the wbfdlod, so stands the man of God! Remember how
Luther realized this? When they said that Duke Geavould oppose him, he said, “If it rained Duke
Georges, | would not care, so long as God is wigt'+

“Fear Him, you saints, and you will then
Have nothing else to fear.

Make you His service your delight,

He’ll make your needs His care.”

“I will go in the strength of the Lord God.”

lIl. Now | have only a minute to speak upon the lashtpaoiwill save that for another time, I think.
David informs us as to HIS MESSAGEL will make mention of Your righteousness, everyaiirs
only.” The only testimony that he was going to bear lier rest of his life would be a testimony to the
righteousness of the Lord God. Here was enough Yaork lifetime and here was the man who was at
home in the work!

| cannot go into it. Therefore | say this; Bearuydestimony to the righteousness of God in
providence Stand to it that the Lord never does wrong. Heeiger mistaken, but whatever He ordains
is, and must be, unquestionably right. Bear witneest, to His righteousness in salvation, thatddes
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not save without an atonement; that He does noawaty sin without being strictly just. That He does
by no means spare the guilty, but has laid on Cthvet which was due to human sin that He might be
“just and the justifier of him that believes.” Ga,dhen, to tell everybody that the righteousnebkv
saves you is the righteousness of God, not your wghteousness. There is no such thing as human
righteousness; the two words make up a contradicémy righteousness that you could gain by your
own works would be filthy rags at the best; anthjilrags are natighteousnessWe have no personal
merit. We are justified bymputedrighteousnessMake mention of the righteousness of Christ which
covers you from head to foot—

“Jesus, Your blood and righteousness

My beauty are, my glorious dress.

‘Midst flaming worlds, in You arrayed,

With joy shall | lift up my head.”

Declare the righteousness of Gaslto a future stateDeclare that whatever Scripture speaks of the
ungodly is true and that God is righteous in itvélemind the quibbles and the inventions of thisspnt
age; God’s character can never be harmed by thesendrs. Stand by your God and you may rest
assured that time shall never change the esséntihlthat He is a holy and a righteous God and wil
justify His ways to men.

But the time has gone, so | have only to say these is no other righteousness worth talking gbou
if you will mention the righteousness of God, youllwlo much good. Make mention of the
righteousness of God to convince men of their Uneigusness. Talk of it to win their admiration floe
Lord Jesus. Oh, that everybody in this place knew hghteous the Lord Jesus was, not only in g,
in nature! Talk of the righteousness of God to simo@n the way of salvation. Tell them how the Lord
laid our sins upon Christ, and that while He igniély gracious, He is infinitely just. Then go ¢ono
point convicted sinners to where righteousness i thad. He that believes in the Lord Jesus &hdll
himself made of God’s wisdom and righteousness.

Talk of that perfect righteousness, also, fordabmfort of believers. Nothing will give them greate
joy than to see how they are accounted righteoukarrighteousness of Christ and, “accepted in the
beloved™—

“His only righteousness | show,

His saving truth proclaim;

‘Tis all my business here below

To cry, ‘Behold the Lamb!™”
Here is a happy vocation for the remainder of amjown here below! Forever and only make mention
of God'’s righteousness. To him be glory forever.efm
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