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GOD FIGHTING SIN
NO. 2179

A SERMON
INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S-DAY, DECEMBER 28, 18 90.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“But they rebelled, and vexed His Holy Spirit; thefore He was
turned to be their enemy, and He fought against iné
Isaiah 63:10.

THISis aterrible case. When God is turned to be a man’s enemy and figb&nst him, he is in a
desperate plight. With other enemies we may conteitildl some hope of success, but not with the
Omnipotent. The enmity of others is an afflictitmut the enmity of God is destruction. If He turashe
our enemy, then everything is turned against us.skars in their courses fight against us andtthrees
in the fields are in league for our stumbling. Gbd is for us, who can be against us?” But if God i
against us, who can be for us? The words readalikaeral knell—“He was turned to be their enemy,
and He fought against them.”

This shows us thasod is not indifferent to sin. Men may try to persuade themselves that God does
not care; that it is nothing to Him how men actgetiter they break or keep His laws. Men plead treat H
is “kind to the unthankful and to the evil,” andcetekame event happens to all, both to the rightaods
to the wicked. And so, indeed, it seems for thes@né Our shortsightedness may even assure uthéhat
ungodly prosper and have the best of it—but thisnly our blindness. God hates sin now and always!
He would not be God if He did not. God is stirredhwighteous indignation against every kind of
evil—it moves His Spirit to anger. Some believamimpassive God, but certainly the God of the &ibl
is never so described. He is represented in Hofiptece after the manner of men, but how else could
He be represented to men? If He were representedthé manner of God, you and | could understand
nothing at all of the description; but as He isresgnted to us in Scripture—the Lord notes sirlsfeia,
grows angry with sin, is provoked and His Holy 8ps vexed by the rebellion of men. Let me reagl th
solemn test again: “But they rebelled, and vexesl Holy Spirit; therefore He was turned to be their
enemy, and He fought against them.”

God is always the same, but His acts vary. He changes not and yet He is represented inextiak
turning. He turns in Hisactions though He does not turn in Hmurposes. He often wills a change
though He never changes His will. He is always same God, but He does not always show us the
same side of His character. Sometimes He manifestsy, at other times justice—He is as much God
in the one case as in the other. At one time Heemakworld. At another time He destroys it—but #le i
the same Jehovah. A change in His outward dispensdbes not argue any change in His inward
disposition. He is an unchanging God of whom wel réide was turned to be their enemy.”

Having said these two or three things as a helpduhmencement, | would invite you to consider
this remarkably impressive verse with very greaerence and awe. May the Holy Spirit help us! The
current ideanow, is, “Never preach anything that is dreadful aribée. If you do, you will earn as bad
a character as Spurgeon.” Now, | am not ashametherneast degree, to have a bad character for
preaching against the evil of sin and declaringghie punishment of it. What have | to gain by such
preaching? Shall | get the applause of men? Nowti@e current of this generation’s liking rushie t
other way! Let the preacher tell men that they mhayas they like and that it will be all right the long
run, and that will please them. Universal salvai®a very popular doctrine among the “culturedkfo
| want none of your popularity! | will preach to ypas long as this tongue moves in my head, God’s
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truth, whether it offends or pleases! And the dagllsdeclare who best loved your souls—those who
could flatter, or those who spoke the unpalatatlthtof God. Our text has in it very little, appatig,
that may minister comfort to anybody and yet myspasion is that if, with reverent heart, you lendry
ear to what it teaches, it will lead you into aeguromfort than you will ever find in the philosops of
men, yes, it will bring your conscience into a stat rest with God for which you will bless Godlasg

as you live!

I. First, MY TEXT BELONGS TO THE LORD’S OWN OFFENDINGHILDREN. Let me try to
find them out and lay this text home to them. Thame some of God’s own people—really converted,
saved people—who have, nevertheless, degenerdteduch a state of sin that the Lord is turnedeo b
their enemy! If you read this chapter, you will dbat it is so. Let me begin at the seventh veitssill
mention the lovingkindnesses of the Lord, and tteesps of the Lord, according to all that the Lbes
bestowed on us, and the great goodness towardotinee lof Israel, which He has bestowed on them
according to His mercies, and according to the itodié of His lovingkindnesses. For He said, Surely
they are My people, children that will not lie: e was their Savior. In all their affliction He was
afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved theris love and in His pity He redeemed them; and
He bore them, and carried them all the days of Blat they rebelled, and vexed His Holy Spirit;
therefore He was turned to be their enemy.” Sear, ftends—once they were on the lap of love, once
they lay in the bosom of favor, once they knew $lyepathy of Christ, once they could sing of
lovingkindnesses and a multitude of mercies—buy trebelled. Is it not a shocking thing that the
favored people of God should backslide? Is it remt that they who have eaten the bread of heaven
should hunger for the ashes of this world—that mém have lain in the bosom of Christ should,
nevertheless, play the traitor to Him and provoke &hger? Yet it is so, sadly so—we have seeniit so
others. God grant that it may not be so with usSehpeople, after tasting all this love and a#i favor,
became rebellious. He calls them “rebels.” Theyenwst merely children that made a mistake, children
that fell through folly, but “they rebelled.” Dodise child of God ever get into that state? Yesidchn
have rebelled. David thus erred and many otherge kshamefully rebelled against their God. | cannot
say how far a man who has tasted of the grace dfr@ay go in sin but, | pray you, do not experiment
with it! No, let us keep as far away from sin asgble. Yet it appears that those with whom the@av
had such sympathy that in all their affliction Haswvafflicted, nevertheless “rebelled and vexed His
Holy Spirit.”

Well, then, what happened? Now we come to the tesleed—"He was turned to be their enemy,
and He fought against them.” This is the story engncasedHe sends affliction. There come upon the
man’s harvest the palmer worm, the caterpillar tredcanker worm. There come upon his business a
blight and a blast. He cannot understand it, foergheverything seemed to go well, all affairs naw g
amiss. All that he gets is like money poured intoag that is full of holes. Seeing that he is ddcbf
God and has become a rebel, he has vexed Godis, Spit chastisement falls upon him. Perhaps he is
brought low by a painful disease. Perhaps a da&t shtaken away. Affliction comes into the family
one way or another—not the affliction of Job whidld him for God’s glory; but the affliction of dab
who was afflicted in his family because that fanmigd become defiled with sin. God is jealous and
deals severely with His erring children.

He sends them affliction, but worse than thattitas to be their enemy aihtk fights against them
by withholding the comforts of the Holy Spirit. Oh, how they once enjoyed a sermon! It was fugrace
and the truth of God. They do not enjoy it now. Flaene preacher! Other people are edified as much as
before. But they are not. Such a man goes to jmatyhe feels no Spirit pleading within. He reads th
Bible and it is a dead letter. He seeks the comp&iGhristian people, but their society is dreahim
and yields no solace. God has shut up the winddveaven. He has made the angels cease to bring
down blessings by the way of the golden ladder. Baxiturned to be his enemy and fights against him.
| have known cases in which true people of Godch@vk they were the true people of God, for they have
come back, and they never did lose the life of Gv&n when they were away from Him) have come to
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this—that God has fought against them in their erayand they seemed to pray like a man shouting
inside a great copper caldron where every soundescim his ears like thunder. | charge you thatlaee
people of God to mind what you are doing, for Getlp loves you, will deal roughly with you if you
sin against Him. Remember that text, “You only hakaown of all the families of the earth: therefdr
will punish you for all your iniquities.” As | haveften said, if a man saw a boy in the street bnepk
windows, or doing mischief, he might say very dittb him. But if he was hiswn boy, he would give
him a smart blow and send him home—and so is itmthe Lord catches His own children sinning. He
may let the common sinner go on and sin until jueigishall be executed; but as for His own children,
they cannot transgress with impunity. “He was tdrteebe their enemy, and He fought against them.”
At such times, if they still pursue any Christieareer of usefulnesshey are smitten with great
barrenness and their work is without efficacy. | should gigatorrow if my words brought bruising to
the tenderest of God’s people, but yet | know thét so. If the preacher leaves his God, his Gdd w
leave him to preach in vain. If the teacher quis $avior, the Savior will quit the teacher andiéea
him, or her, to fail with the children. What gengrénappens with a minister when God has gone? Well
instead of going to God and humbling himself andngy to Him for mercy, he resolves that he will buy
a new organ! That will do the trick! The new orgafter all, blow it as they may, does not come to
much. Well, then, he will have sensational ententents, a Sunday evening concert—fiddling, or
something or other! If God will not help him, heisthe same plight as Saul, the son of Kish. Hé& wi
try music first, and if that does not render him, die will go to the witch of Endor, now called “dern
theology,” and ask assistance there! God have mapoy us, if we ever do that! | do not wish for
success in the ministry dod does not give it to me; and | pray that you, wh®workers for God, may
not wish to have any success except that which sdrmen God Himself in God’s own way; for if you
could heap up, like the sand of the sea, conveatsybu had made by odd, unchristian ways, theylavou
be gone like the sand of the sea as soon as arnatbecomes up. O child of God, do not try to do
without God! Do not bring in new inventions to datgp the breach that your sin has made! If the Lord
turns to be your enemy and fights against you, befere Him and confess your wrong.
| leave this point when | have made solemn inquimy | speaking to any Christian man or woman

to whom this text is sorrowfully true? Is not shetcurse of your sorrow? | beseech you, do nde trif
with this matter. It is a very solemn thing to haved fighting against you. Say to Him, “Show me why
You contend with me.” But do not despair. If therdddhad meant to destroy you, He would have sternly
said, “He is joined to ideas: let him alone.” Tave a man altogether alone is God’s ultimatum whigh
hopeless; but to flog the wanderer back to his lisddve in a mask. The wise man can see beneath th
mask and understand that it is because God wouldiesiroy you with the wicked that therefore He
now brings you under the discipline of His familgdamakes you feel that sin and smart must go
together in an heir of heaven. Seek the Lord! GrioHim and confess your sin! The parable of the
prodigal son belongs much more to you than it doean unconverted person, for you can call God,
“Father,” and you may come back to Him as a son—yfmur are His son, notwithstanding all your
riotous living in the far country, and all your viiag) of your Father’'s substance. Arise, and go ito &t
once. You know the way. Retrace it. You know yoather; fly to Him immediately. Put your head on
His bosom and sob out your confession, “Fathegvielsinned”; and before this present service is,ove
you shall receive your Lord’s full absolution amalyshall feel yourself—

“To your Father’s bosom pressed,

Once again a child confessed.

From His house no more to roam,

But with God to rest at home.”
God will soon put away the rod when you put away ¢m. If He does not stay the chastisement, you
will patiently bear it and bless Him that He hasgfeen you; for that is the chief thing to be thbtof.
As a rule, the Lord ceases to fight against the mha ceases from sin, but if He does not, prostrate
yourself before Him. There is a picture in a quaict book which represents a man with a flail tgyto
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strike another. The man who is assailed runs dlgsso that the adversary cannot strike him. Run in
upon God and He cannot strike you! What does He Yagt him take hold of My strength; and he shall

make peace with Me.” That is—go right up to God wias been smiting you, and say, “Lord, | fully

submit to You. By the heart of Your compassiontdypYou, forgive me, and restore me to Your love.”
He has no pleasure that you should suffer; as el dhild He would have you happy. He is grieved
that you should wander away from Him. Come backrate, backslider! Come back even now! The
Lord enable you to do so now, for Jesus’ sake!

Il. THE TEXT IS TRUE TO THOSE WHO CANNOT SAY THAT THEXARE THE PEOPLE OF
God—who would give their eyes if they could. Mamyawakened sinner feels that he has rebelled and
vexed God’s Holy Spirit; and now he feels that Gad turned to be his enemy and is fighting against
him by sending him trouble. Yes, he was gettingpiendidly and his prosperity was a snare to him. H
had plenty of money and therefore he could go @very place of amusement and every haunt of vice.
Now he mourns an empty pocket. Tonight he hardywswhere he is going to find lodging. He was a
young gentleman once, but he has to herd with beggaw. Yes, many and many a man has been
brought down, by lechery and drunkenness, to tiaedb abyss of penury. God has turned to be his
enemy, for all things fail him. He has tried to getployment and he cannot. He has worn his boéts of
his feet and he cannot find work. Perhaps | speaoine young woman here whose course has been far
away from God and she, too, has come down in anstese. Health is gone. Alas, for that laughing
girl! That hectic flush upon her cheek tells tHat tvorm is within the fruit. Poor soul! She is fakng.

She will pass away, and she is still without hdped has turned to be her enemy, (so she thinkd), an
He fights against her, for the medicine is of ne tesher; while other people seem to have beerdcure

she remains as sickly as ever. There are thoseaanest whom God has been fighting of late andnwhe

God fights, it is not child’s play, nor mere buffel—He fights, indeed. Perhaps He may be fighting

with some of you in this respect, that your spidate gone. You were once as merry as a cricket. You
used to count it one of the easiest things to diivécare away. Oh, what a jolly fellow you werehd

now you cannot hold up your head. An awful depmassias come upon you and you cannot look up.

It may have been through a sermon, or you werealathe, thinking, and you began to feel
despondent, melancholy, and unhappy. God is fighaigainst you and in the depths of your soul you
feel His frown. Or else you are in monetary difftes. Formerly, your prosperity was youwin. You
could not be saved while you were rich, and yowseemnd your carelessness had to be broken in upon.
There was no saving you without burning up the ipedhich you slept so securely! God is tearing to
pieces all your deceitful joy and making you sesttiath of matters.

I should not wonder if God is fighting against somf you in another way, so thgbur flimsy
notions of religion are all going. You formerly boasted, “I can believe in the Loddsus Christ
whenever | like and it will be all right.” You ondbought it such an easy thing to believe, but giou
not find it so now. You have been thinking abouvaion, lately, and it is not quite such a trifiin
matter as you thought it was. Why, now you crycannot feel! What is worse, | cannot believe, |
cannot remember! | cannot restrain myself from;dwleem possessed by the devil! God help me, for |
cannot help myself!” God does not seem to help Y, He makes you feel more of your weakness
than you ever knew before, and the more you labbetbetter, the worse you are. “He was turnectto b
their enemy, and He fought against them.”

In the progress of this battle you may have satferery serious damage. There came a man into this
Tabernacle, some years ago, who said, “I got sppailee Sunday morning. | came into this Tabernacle
and | thought that | was as good a man as anydnaale within 50 miles of the place.” Said he, “I wen
out spoiled, for | was made to confess that | wslsad as anybody in Newington, or within a thousand
miles of the place.” That is what comes to us wea begins to fight against our self-righteousnéss.
thought myself, as a child, a good and decentiladdaw my own heart. | was a fine soldier tilloG
came with His battle-ax, smashed in my shield, laeamled away my finery. | stood there, in my own
apprehension at that time, the worst youth thatdat lifted his hand against God! God makes great
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havoc with the trappings of self-righteousness. Audry finery soon goes to pieces when the trdith o
God deals with it.

At such times, when God is fighting against a mfas,inward sorrows seem to increase. His
memory shouts at him, “Remember this! Remembet Bamember the other! Remember that night of
sin! Remember that day of rebellion!” His fearserigp and stalk like grim ghosts before him. Hisdwp
that once sang sweet siren songs, now turn thaimets into dirges. His expectations fail. The man’s
thoughts are all a case of knives, cutting his sb@very point. O sirs, when God besieges the tofvn
Mansoul, He sets His batteries against every déiehrtillery is turned against every part of thallv
His big shells burst in the center of the heartt Tord is a man of war, Jehovah is His name! When H
goes forth to battle, it shall be terrible for than against whom He fights.

| hear you say to me, “You are giving a very taaidescription.” | am not describirgerybody that
is saved. Many come to Christ very readily and $nnoist in Him and live at once. But, my hearevuy
are not of that tender sort. You would not comemather’'s tears could not persuade you. Your
teacher’s exhortations could not induce you. Evengdentler dealings of God could not drive or draw
you and you have lived in sin till at last God tedfectively taken you in hand. Your conscience is
awakened—you cannot go on any longer as you now are

“Oh,” says one, “I do not feel like that.” Alaswish you did! | have to meet with a great many
people of a sorrowful spirit. They are constantglsng me out. | have known them come for many a
mile to have a talk with me, for they seem to ththlat | know something about these wounds and
bruises. They are right in their belief, althougle fact causes me great labor among the @addear
hearts, if God fights against you, throw down yagapons! Pull those feathers out of your caps! Down
your faces before Him! Yield, and when you havdded He will do you no harm—He will stoop over you
and lift you up—andorgive you! The woman taken in adultery in the presericElwuist is an example of
what He will do with you, taken in the very actrebellion against Him. The tender Savior said, thei do
I condemn you: go, and sin no more!” Dear soulldyigield, yield! Make no excuse! Offer no exteriaat
Yield to the omnipotence of God, which, in youreasill be omnipotentove! He has wounded and He will
heal. He has torn and He will bind you up. “Thed.&ills, and makes alive: He wounds and His handkam
whole.” But how can He make those alive who weregenilled? You that were never wounded—you who
tonight have been sitting here and smiling at youn ease—what can mercy do for you? Do not
congratulate yourselves on your peace, for at dtwim of the painful experience | have describesteHies
the wondrous secret that this fighting against mseighting against their evil for thegood, that they may
be saved. God fights against your pride, that you may benbied. He fights against your self-confidence,
that you may be ashamed of it. And when His warfere answered its purpose, God will be no enemy of
yours, but you will find Him blotting out your siti&e a cloud—and like a thick cloud your iniqugie

| leave off when | have warned you to watch cdhetfilnat you do not go into sin. It is a blessethghto
be forgiven, but it is a more blessed thing to bptkrom sin! Oh, what agony, what mischief | haeen
brought upon individuals and families by acts ofet@ssness which have afterwards led to acts of
licentiousness! Steer clear of the lesser formsiroiest you so vex the Spirit that He shall tusrbe your
enemy and fight against you.

lIl. Lastly, THIS TEXT IS A VERY DREADFUL ONE IN REFEREGE TO THOSE WHO DIE
IMPENITENT. Concerning those who die impenitent,aivshall we say? What ought to be the truth about
them? You—I speak only, now, of those who have dhéfae gospel—of such as are sitting in this Tabdgena
where the warning and the promise are set bef@m;thf you die impenitent, having willfully rejectehe
great sacrifice of Christ, you will die with a vezance! Jesus Christ has died and you have refheauérit
of His blood. You have willfully and wickedly dordespite to the mercy of God the Father, God theg®aoh
God the Holy Spirit; and this is in addition to gtlur other sins! Now, let me ask you—What is todoae
with the man who will not have mercy when it is before him? If a convicted criminal is inviteddonfess
and receive pardon and he will not do it, what riesaut to carry out the sentence? Both justiceiajuded
mercy require that it should be so. When a man avbs refusing Christ and rejecting divine mercysgato
the next world, he will fight against God even thand, according to his ability, he will be a gezainner
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there than here. Shall God give him pleasure? $halLord make such a rebel happy? Shall He stgnd b
and say, “I will reward the rebel. He has vexed Sirit, but | will ennoble and reward him”? Shailet
Judge of all the earth act so? If you will turnthes Book, you will not find between these two ce/a
solitary ray of hope for a man who dies without Godl without Christ! | defy any man who believess th
Book to be inspired to find anything in its sacpayes but blank despair for the man who will notthis
life, accept the mercy of God in Christ Jesus! Myd_and Master said, “He that believes and is bagti
shall be saved; but he that believes not shalldmengd.” That is His word, and there it stands—dauedet it
will stand forever. It will never be reversed. # the final sentence, “Depart from Me, you curdath
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and higeds.” | charge you, by the living God, do not prkg Him

to this! Rush not upon the edge of Jehovah'’s sword.

At once look to Jesus crucified—Jesus crucifiedtifie guilty, Jesus who came into the world, toak o
nature, and bore our sins and shame! He cries thencross, “Look unto Me, and be you saved, alletines
of the earth.” | cannot speak to you like an arigeh heaven, but | speak like a sinner saved frefh and |
implore you to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ god shall be saved; “for God so loved the wortiét tHe
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever beliendsim should not perish, but have everlasting”i@&od
bless you! Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Psalm 106.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—176, 106 (PART Il), 570.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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