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“Not of works, lest any man should boast. For weeatis workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God has before ordained thag should walk in them”
Ephesians 2:9, 10.

| SHALL call your attention to the near neighborboof these two phrases, “Not of works,” and
“Created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” The teats with a singular sound, for it seems strdage
the ear that good works should be negatived asadhse of salvation, and then should be spoken of as
the great end of it. You may put it down among wthat Puritans called, “Orthodox Paradoxes,” if you
please, though it is hardly so difficult a matterta deserve the name.

Not long ago, | tried to handle the point of diffece supposed to exist between the doctrine of
faith—"Believe, and you shall be saved,” and thetdoe of the new birth and its necessity—"You
must be born again.” My method was on this wisgiginot explain the difficulties which appear t@th
logician and the doctor of metaphysics, but | tiedhow that, practically, there were none. If deal
only with difficulties which block up the way tolgation, there are none. As for those matters which
involve no real hindrance, | leave them where theg. A rock which is in nobody’s way may stand
where it is. He that believes in Jesus is bornragkese two things are equally true; there musa be
work of the Spirit within, yet he that believestire Lord Jesus has everlasting life.

Now, there is a contention always going on abbatdoctrine of good works, and instead of taking
one side or the other, we shall try to see whetiene is really anything to quarrel over if we keephe
Scriptures. We insist upon it, with all our mighitat salvation is “not of works, lest any man skoul
boast.” But, on the other hand, we freely admit aarnestly teach, that “without holiness no maailsh
see the Lord.” Where there are no good works, tieer® indwelling of the Spirit of God. The faith
which does not produce good works is not savinidpf#i is not the faith of God’s elect; it is natith at
all in the Scriptural sense. | have just taken éht®go points, to bring them forward for the helpdan
comfort of beginners. | seek not to instruct yowvane already well taught already; but my aim & th
time is to instruct beginners on this importantjsab Salvation is not of works, but, at the sameet
we, who are the subjects of divine grace, are teckan Christ Jesus unto good works.” This is plain
the enlightened believer, but babes in grace haakwyes, and cannot at once perceive.

Before, in the gracious providence of God, Lutwes raised up to preach the doctrine of justifica-
tion by faith, the common notion among religiousso@s was that men must be saved by works, and the
result was that, knowing nothing of the root frorhieh virtue springs, very few persons had any good
works at all. Religion so declined that it becam@aexe matter of empty ceremony, or of useless seclu
sion, and, in addition, superstition overlaid thmgioal truth of the gospel, so that one could hafohd
it out at all. The reign of self-justification ampdiestcraft led to no good result upon the mass$eslie
gious people. Indulgences and forgiveness of sare Wwawked through the streets, and publicly s®dd.
much was charged for the pardon of one sin, andwszh for another, and the treasury of “his holihess
at Rome—who might better have been called “his linbss’—was filled by payments for abating pen-
alties in a purgatory of Rome’s inventing. Luthearnned from the sacred Volume, by the Spirit of the
Lord, that we are saved by grace alone through,faihd, having found it out, he was so possessed by
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that one truth that he preached it with a voicéghahder. His witness on one point was so concestrat
that it would be too much to expect equal clearngss all other truths. | sometimes compare hira to
bull that shuts his eyes, and goes straight omatabject which he means to overthrow. With a nyight
crash, he broke down the gates of Papal superstiie saw nothing—he did not want to see any-
thing—except this, “By grace are you saved throtajth.” He made very clear and good work upon
that point, faulty as he was upon certain othehg d@choes of his manly voice rang down the cergurie
note that nearly all the sermons of Protestantéwi for long after Luther, were upon justification
faith, and, whatever the text might be, they somebpother brought in that article of a standindadk

ing church. They seldom finished a sermon withadiaring that salvation is not by works, but thas i

by faith in Jesus Christ. | do not censure themafonoment; far rather do | commend them—better too
much than too little upon the central doctrinehad gospel. The times needed that point to be mlade c
to all comers, and the Reforming preachers macleat.

Justification by faith was the nail that had todsevzen home, and clinched, and all their hammers
went at that nail. They were not nearly so speeifid clear upon many other doctrines as they ware u
on this, but then it was a foundation stone, amy tliere occupied in laying it, and they did layaihd
laid it thoroughly, and laid it forever. Still, thevould have more fully completed the circle of eéaled
truth if sanctification had been as fully appreheshdnd as clearly explained as justification. H baen
as well if the legs of the gospel of the Reformati@d been equal, for one was a little longer alittlex
stronger than the other, and therefore there wiamm@m—a halting like that of victorious Israel, ag h
came from Jabbok—-but still a limp, which it would Wwell to cure. We have passed beyond the stage of
dwelling too much on that cardinal doctrine, argtdatly fear that in these times we do not haveigho
preaching of justification by faith. | could wishe Lutheran times back again, and that the olddérm
of Wittenberg could be heard once more, and yball e glad if everything that is practical in thes-
pel shall also have its full sphere allotted tdntputed righteousness, by all means; but let @ bé
imparted righteousness also; for both are preaiifts of grace. The duties—let me rather say, tigh h
and holy privileges—which come to us as childred aarvants of God—these should be maintained
and fully preached, side by side with the blesseithtembodied in those lines—

“There is life in a look at the Crucified One:
There is life at this moment for you.”

| shall dwell, first of all, upon the first point the text, which is this, “Not of works,” dhe way of
salvation “Not of works” is a negative description, but W the negative there lies very clearly the
positive. The way of salvation is by something otitian our own works. Secondly, | shall speak about
the walk of salvationWe who are saved walk in holiness, for we aredted in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God has before ordained that we shwoalltk in them.” It is a decree of the sovereignd.or
that His chosen should be led to walk in holiness.

l. First, then, THE WAY OF SALVATION is negatively dashed as “Not of works.” To this many
take exception, but that we cannot help; the Sampts plain enough. We are told that we oughtamot
any occasion, allow persons to sing—

“Sinner, nothing do,

Either great or small,

Jesus did it, did it all,

Long, long ago.”
Great exception has been taken to that expresbignl believe that, if the same truth had been ex-
pressed in any other words, the same objectiondMoave been raised, for it is the truth that issotgd
to, rather than the words in which it is set folty. text itself would be, to such persons, veryeatipn-
able—“Not of works.” They are ready to rail at Péad speaking thus evangelically. They hate the doc
trine of salvation all of gift, and not in the |éa$ merit—a doctrine which we love. We preach atibn
“not of works”; we repeat the teaching again andimgand mean to repeat it continually, till we.die
Salvation is of the Lord’s mercy, and not by wookghe law.

If we were to preach that salvation is of workg should please many fine folk; but as we do not
know that it would be at all to their benefit thiaey should be pleased, we shall not brush onedfair
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our head in a different way from that in which ibgs, to please them; much less shall we keep lmack,
explain away, the fundamental truth of the gospdlesus Christ, and that for several reasons.

If we were to preach to sinners, dead in trespgaasd sins, that salvation would be by their own
works,we should be setting aside the way of salvatiogrbge There cannot be two ways of salvation
for the same people. If we take to the one, wetpalty deny the other. It cannot be questioned tha
guilty man, if saved at all, must be saved throtighmercy of God. It cannot be denied, also, that o
Savior and His apostles taught that we are saveaitsy A man must shut his eyes if he does not see
this to be their teaching. If then | teach men thay can be saved by works, | have practicallg tbem
that salvation by grace is a myth, a mistake, alnieous error. | have set it aside, for, as | heaie
before, there cannot be two ways to heaven; theraat be more than one. If | set up the way of work
| shut up the way of grace. If salvation is of matiis not of mercy. But if there is no salvatiohmen
by the pure mercy of God, what an unhappy casewarén! To deny grace is really to deny hope.
Where, then, would there be any gospel, or gladdg] orgood newsThe way of salvation by works
is not“news.” It is the old way of man’s devising, which is theneral and well-known error of all the
ages. Moreover, it is notgood news,” or glad news; for there is nothing goodgtad in it. That we
shall be rewarded for our works, is nothing mommtkthe heathens taught. Justification by religjoers
formances, and meritorious deeds, is nothing b#tter the old Phariseeism with a Christian namekstu
upon it. It is not worth revealing by the Spirit@bd, for it is to be seen by the light of man’snogan-
dle. That doctrine makes the Lord Jesus Christetpractically a nobody; for if salvation is of werk
then the way of salvation through faith in our $avs superfluous and even mischievous.

Next, to preachhe way of salvation by works is to propose to m&ray in which they have already
failed. If you are to be saved by works, you must begiry early; you must begin before you sin, since
one sin decides the matter. But already you hawenzenced to break the law of God. | am not address-
ing persons who have yet to start upon the waythiey have started already. You are a good wayen t
road, one way or other, and since you began invtneof works, what a failure you have made of 4t al
ready! Is there anyone here who can claim thatslaréady saved by works, as far as he has gone? Ha
anyone among you been without sin? Look at youeslivexamine your consciences; observe your
words, your thoughts, your imaginations, your megivfor all these come into the account. Is there a
man or woman here that does good, and sins noigt@er declares that “there is none that does good,
no, not one.” “All we like sheep have gone astrag;have turned, everyone, to his own way.” The way
of salvation cannot, therefore, be by followingpad from which we have already so sinfully andditea
ly departed. If you were perfect as Adam was befi@sinned, you might follow the way of works, and
be safe; but you are not in that condition. If ulcbbe sent to an Adam and an Eve altogether @mfall
might propose to them the way of salvation by obeck to the law, but you have fallen, and your na-
ture is inclined to forsake the right way. The vgayments that you wear show that you have diseaver
your shame. The daily labors which weary you pribna you are not in paradise. The very preaching of
the gospel implies that you are in a sinful woMdu are not possessed of a will unbiased, or iedlito
that which is good; you have chosen the evil, aitidcentinue to choose it; and therefore | shoatdy
be proposing to you a road in which you have alyestdmbled, and | should be setting you a task in
which you have already broken down.

And, next, | think it will be admitted by all, ththe way of salvation by good works would be self-
evidently unsuitable to a considerable numbexill take a case. | am sent for on an emergeaog it
is the dead of night. A man is dying, smitten sudigl®y the death-blast. | go to his bedside, asiest}
ed. Consciousness remains, but he is evidentlyartaihagony. He has lived an ungodly life, and $1e i
about to die. | am asked by his wife and friendsgeak to him a word that may bless him. Shallll te
him that he can only be saved by good works? Wisettee time for works? Where is the possibility of
them? While | am speaking, his life is strugglingescape him. He looks at me in the agony of hig so
and he stammers out, “What must | do to be sav8tall | read to him the moral law? Shall | expound
to him the Ten Commandments, and tell him that bstrkeep all these? He would shake his head, and
say, “I have broken them all; I am condemned byntladl.” If salvation is of works, what more haveol
say? | am of no use here. What can | say? The shatterly lost. There is no remedy for him. How can
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| tell him the cruel dogma of “modern thought” thes own personal character is everything? Howlcan
tell him that there is no value in belief, no hép the soul in looking to another—even to Jeshs, t
Substitute? There is no whisper of hope for a dyran in the hard and stony doctrine of salvation by
works.

If salvation had been by works, our Lord could have said to the thief dying at His side, “Today
shall you be with Me in paradise.” That man coutdn® works. His hands and feet were fastened to the
cross, and he was in the agonies of death. Nou#t tme of grace, all-conquering grace, andntloelus
operandimust be by faith, or else for dying men the gospa@ mockery. The man must look, and live.
The expiring sinner must trust the expiring Savis.life ebbs out, the penitent must find life iEsds’
death. Is it not clear that the gospel of worksrisuitable in such a case as that? Now, a gospehwh
unsuitable to anybody is not the gospel of our Liedus Christ. Yes, | put it plainly. A gospel tHaes
not suit everybody does not suit anybody, andstits any class and condition really and trulynust
suit all classes. | think | have told you that,mre occasion, | had a letter which was intenddaktoery
irritating to me, from some rather eminent, arisatic gentleman, who said that he had read someyof
sermons when he was out on the coast of Africa,lenébund that certain black fellows out there—
certain “niggers”—delighted in them very much. Heote to inform me that | was a very competent
preacher for “niggers.” | accepted the assuranameg¢ as a very high compliment. | felt that, dould
preach to “niggers,” | could preach to anybody, #rat, if the gospel that | preached was suitablinée
natives on the coast of Africa, it would certaislyit the people in London; if those who are afdr of
could understand it, you, who are near, could alsterstand it. The gospel was not sent into thédwor
to be a patent medicine that could only be purahagehe wealthy, or a spell that could only be gt
by Latin scholars. It is a Gospel for all ranks @oedditions of men, and if | prove that what you tdze
gospel is unsuitable for the dying, or is unsugdlar the ignorant, it is not the gospel of Jesusi<t.
The gospel of salvation by grace, through faitlsugable for every class of persons that we hadeal
with. Sinful habit has bound in iron fetters mariyoar fellow citizens, and the gospel can free thBe
the habit drunkenness, or profanity, or what it pthg habit holds them fast, and the prophet says,
cerning habit, “Can the Ethiopian change his stiirthe leopard his spots? Then may you also do,good
that are accustomed to do evil.”

To what purpose, then, do | cry to the leopardhd@e your spots,” or to the Ethiopian, “Change
your skin”? | must bring a superior force to bepom the leopard or the Ethiopian, before this can b
accomplished, and there is no force in mere extiontaYou may exhort a blind man to see as long as
you like, but he will not see. You may exhort adlezan to live as long as you like, but he will hoge
through your exhortation alone. Something moreeisded. The forces of natural depravity, and the ac-
quired habits of sin in many cases—I think you \gihnt it—put the doctrine of salvation by workg ou
of court, and if out of court as to one, it is gaweto all for there can be but one gospel. Go through
your convict settlements; go through your jailsj @umst see what you can do with a doctrine of daina
by good works. You will come home disappointed, bear earnest may be your address. But go there,
and tell of free grace and dying love, and pardounght with blood, and eyes that stream with tears,
confessions of sin, and cries for pardon, will y&u that you have not spoken in vain.

Further, dear friends, if we go and preach to s&mation by works, we are preaching to them
way of salvation impossible to all because of thdgztion of the lawWhat are the good works that can
merit heaven? What are the good works that canreregarnal life? These are not the easy thingstwhic
some seem to imagine. They must be perfectly par&jnuous, and unspotted. “The law of the Lord is
perfect.” It condemns a thought, and even the gasfcan eye, as an act of criminality. “Whosoever
looks on a woman to lust after her has committedtad, with her already in his heart.” The law cb@
in ten commands means much more than the bare wardlsl imply; it deals with the whole range of
moral condition, motive, and thought. Dream not k& sweep includes only external acts; it does in
clude externals, but, in very deed, the ten commamd spiritual, they go right through the heang a
search the inward parts of the spirit. The moreaa smderstands the law, the more he feels condemned
by it, and the less does he indulge the dreamhihaas he is, shall ever be able to keep it int&fth
such foul hands as ours, how can we do clean wWafiki? hearts so polluted, how can we be “undefiled
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in the way”? Nature rises no higher than its souacel that which comes out of the heart will bebet
ter than the heart and that is “deceitful abovéhatigs, and desperately wicked.”

The law of God is one, and if you break it in ame point, you break it altogether. If, in a chafn
one hundred links, ninety-nine should be perfeet,ifya single link, anywhere in the chain, shobéd
too weak for the weight placed upon it, the loadl fail to the ground quite as surely as if twetitjks
were snapped. One breakage of the perfect law dfi@mlves transgression against the whole ohit. |
order to be saved by works, there must be absglpiifect, continuously perfect obedience to it, in
thought, and word, and deed, and that obediencé beusendered cheerfully, and from the heart, for
this is the pith of the first table—*You shall lovke Lord your God with all your heart, and with al
your soul, and with all your might.” Can you kedmatt? Vain-glorious man, have you measured your
moral strength against requirements so great, ahdoyjust? Have you hitherto proved yourself etpial
the task? Here is the pith of the second table—"“¥ball love your neighbor as yourself.” Have you
ever tried to do that—to love your neightas yourself?You have been a little kind, and sometimes
generous, but the standard of loving your neigtasoyourself-kave you ever reached to that? Has your
charity been equal to your self-love? | do not d@adi that it has ever gone even half the way. Now,
“What things soever the law says, it says to themo are under the law,” and if it says all this tuy
and you cannot answer to its demands, how can gpa that you shall live by it? When a man fails to
keep the law, it condemns him, and its penalty—theowords, its curse—falls on him as justly higdu
He that is under the law is under the curse. Adt the law has to say to you is—“You have broken me
and you must die for it.” Read the curses writterine Book of Deuteronomy, and remember that all
these are pronounced over your head—

“Look to the flames that Moses saw,
And shrink, and tremble, and despair.”

And again, dear friends, we preach salvation by works, we shall takertieds of men away from
a sense of their great neddere is a person who has a terrible diseaseaHde cured. The knife must
be used, but if, instead thereof, | lay down fanhules of cleanliness, and of general hygieneay ao
him some sort of good, but meanwhile he will neggtee chief evil, his disease will spread, and et
come fatal. What am I to do, if | am a surgeon? tMumt impress him, first, with the conviction trea
serious operation is required, and that it mussudamitted to? All the rest will be proper enoughd a
even necessary, in due time, but | must do nottartgke his mind away from the great master et th
is destroying his life. The sinner must be toldt the must be born again, that his nature is corthpt
this corrupt nature must be destroyed, that a regwre must be created in him; to this his mind nbeast
turned. He must be made “a new creature” in Cldesus, and if | stir him up to eternal action, vath
view to his salvation by it, | shall be taking hioughts away from the inward evil of sin, whichthe
very essence of the matter. O sirs, if you had citechan offense against the government of your
country, and were found guilty, and condemned & diy first business with you would be to entreat
you to ask pardon of your queen. | might come ydar cell, and say that | would have you dressed
more respectably; would have you read such a bamolearn such a science, and this might be all very
well, but the first thing you need is to have tleatence of death repealed. | will exhort you, mgrde
hearers, to do everything that is honest, and ,rigghdl good, but there is something needed even more
than this. You need to be cleansed from sin byptieeious blood of Christ. You need to be renewed in
heart by the Holy Spirit, and you must turn youwsughts to these things. You first and most of atah
the Lord Jesus. Look to him, | pray you. | dare exthort you to do this work, or to do that, lestid-
tract your mind from Christ.

The preaching of legal justification has no poweeiomen Congregations thus instructed are usual-
ly careless, worldly, and devoted to carnal amusesnd hose who hear about works feel as if they had
now done enough, and do not need to practice tiéere is nothing in such doctrine to awaken anxie-
ty, or move desire, or stir the depths of the stiuhas nothing divine about it, nothing supernakur
nothing which can really raise the fallen, cheerfdint, or inspire the gracious. Without unctibfe, or
fire, a legal ministry is mere fiddling a tune torle men, or setting forth a course of living actiona
vault full of corpses. This point we know to betfaand therefore we shall not repeat the experiment
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| am afraid thatif we began to preach salvation by works, we wauldourage pride in some, and
create despair in otherdvlany would think that they had done pretty wa$l,compared with other peo-
ple; they would, therefore, right speedily wraprtiselves up in a false hope. But others, knowing tha
they had not done well, as compared with other lgeapould think that there was no hope for them,
and so would sit down in despair. What practicajppse could this serve—to be making some more
proud, and others more wicked, through the infleeofcdespair upon them?

But the very worst matter is thiatwould be taking them away from JesQar business, my breth-
ren, is to hold up Jesus Christ. To what end diddiée if men could be saved by their own works? It
was a superfluity that He should hang upon thescibsur own merits can open a way of salvation.
How could the great God permit and even ordain sudkath if we could be saved by our own merits?
Why that bloody sweat? Why that nailing of the headd feet? Why that, “Eli, Eli, lama Sabachthani?”
if of yourselves you can be saved? But it is notYamu cannot save yourselves by efforts of your own
and therefore we have to come to you, shuttinguto this one thing only—that you must be saved by
faith in Him whom God has set forth to be a pr@pitin for sin. You need the love of God; you ndweal t
power of the Holy Spirit; you need to be quickem@d newness of life; you need to be helped toinun
the ways of righteousness; in a word, you needyélviag until you come to Christ, and everythingttha
you want you will find in Him, and in Him alone. ¥din yourselves there is nothing that you want. You
may search, and look, and turn the dunghill of yaature over and over again, but you will neved fin
the jewel of salvation there. That pearl of greatepis in the Lord who assumed human nature, and
lived, and loved, and died, and rose again, thatmitght redeem men from the fall, and all the sin-co
sequent thereon. Oh, that you would look away feeh once and for all! God forbid that the preacher
should ever hold up anything else before you extteptrucified Savior, as Moses lifted up the setpe
in the wilderness, bidding men look and live.

To talk to unbelieving men about the possibilifysalvation by their own worke/ould keep them
from eternal life All that the life of nature can do will never 8oé to produce a higher nature. Let the
natural exert itself as it may, it will never rigethe spiritual. The best working horse does heteaby
become a man; the best-living unregenerate manotdhareby become regenerate. There must be a
new birth, and that comes by faith, and not by wofilko believe in Jesus is the entrance gate afi¢he
life, and there is no other door. If we, in any wagt you hunting about for another way, we shalise
you to miss the one only entrance, and that willdogour soul’s eternal loss. As we dread thismare
and more resolve to hold up the cross and the @los® and again and again we cry, “Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.” Gobidathat by our essays upon virtue, or “the enthusi
asm of humanity,” we should distract you from hastg to the Lord Jesus, that He may give you rest,
life, and holiness! We want you to let your thowgghin, all of them, to Calvary, and to that wondrou
Person, whose wounds upon the tree bleed healirthdovounds of sin, and whose death is for believ-
ers the death of the great evil power which onde treem in bondage.

Thus much upon a topic which we shall never wikeeadbare, and which we shall always continue
to insist upon while life or breath remains, be@aitswill always be needed while sinners remain on
earth needing salvation.

II. But now we come to this second most important pathe subject, namely, THE WALK OF
SALVATION. Those who have believed in Christ, aral/é been the subjects of the Spirit's work, are
now “created in Christ Jesus unto good works, wi@cid has before ordainedat they should walk in
them.” God desires that His people should abound in geardts. It is His great objective to produce a
people fit to commune with Himself; a holy peophth whom He can have fellowship in time and in
eternity. He wishes us not only to produce goodks&obut to abound in them, and to abound in the
highest order of them. He would have us becomeator$ of Himself as dear children, possessing the
same moral attributes as the Father in heaven ggssels it not written, “Be you perfect, even asry
Father which is in heaven is perfect”? Oh, thatcame within measurable distance of this blissful-co
summation!

Note in the text, first, thahere is a new creatiorDne of the poets said of old that “an honest rman
the noblest work of God.” That is not true, unlegsput upon to the word “honest” an emphatic gpirit
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al sense. A Christian man, however, is the noblesk of God. He is the product of the second cogati

At first man fell, and marred his Creator’'s workytbin the new creation, He that makes all things
makes us new. Now, the objective of the new craatifoour race is holiness unto the glory of GoduYo
are not new-made in the image of the fallen Adam,imthe likeness of the second Adam. You are not
new-created to sin—this cannot be imagined. The creature sins not, for it is born of God. The new
life is a living and incorruptible seed, which lss@and abides forever. The old nature sins, andyalwa
will sin, but the new life is of God, and it stravelaily against the sin of the old nature, and genses,
and pushes forward towards everything that is hapyjght, and perfect. Its instincts all run toward
perfect holiness. The old nature does not careag, fput the new nature prays as readily as wetleea
The old nature murmurs, but the new nature singspaaises God from an impulse within. The old na-
ture goes after the flesh, for it is fleshly, b new nature seeks the things of the Spirit,tfr $piritu-

al. If you have been born again at all, you havenbgorn unto holiness. If you have been new-created
you have been created unto good works. If thi®tso with us our religion is a mere pretence.

This new creation is in connection with Chrisi; we read in the text, “Creat&ud Christ Jesus."We
are the branches; He is the Vine out of which wawgrYour life and all your fruit-producing poweeli
in your union to Christ. You are not merely newatesl, but you are created in Christ Jesus. It is no
merely a change from a lower nature to a highet fimn separation from Christ to union with Him.
What a wonderful thing that is—that you and | sldonbt only be creatures in the world, but new crea-
tures in Christ Jesus! Creatures we were in tisé Adam, but our new creatureship is in the secsd
am. Beloved, if you are what you profess to be, gmione with Jesus by that vital union which canno
be dissolved, and good works follow upon that unimined to Jesus by faith in Him, love to Him, and
imitation of Him, you walk in good works. Your ctean to holiness is your creation in Christ Jeg\s.
you become one with the anointed Savior, His amandrdains you to service, and His salvation leads
you into obedience. There cannot but be fruit @t branch which is vitally joined to that fruitfatem,
Christ Jesus, who did always those things whichg#d the Father.

Our good works must flow from our union with Chhgtvirtue of our faith in HimWe depend upon
Him to make us holy. We depend upon Him to keeghaly. We overcome sin by the blood of the
Lamb. We reach after holiness by the constrainiwvg lof Jesus. Love to Christ is the impelling canfse
putting away, first one evil, and then another, grelenergy enabling us to follow after one virtaed
then another. Love to Christ burns like a firehe breast that has conceived it, and, as it burnskes
the heart to glow, and to become transformed tows nature. You have seen a piece of iron put into
the fire, all black or rusty, and in the fire itshgradually become red with heat, and, as it hddemed,
it has thrown off the scales of rust, until at ladtas looked to be itself a mass of fire. Theetffof the
love of God, shed abroad in the heart by the HalyitSis to burn off the rust and scales of siml ale-
pravity, and we become pure love to God throughféhee of the love of God, which takes possession
of our being.

Moreover, that love moves us to patient imitatadnChrist. Do you know what that means? “The
Imitation of Christ” is a wonderful book upon thebgect, which every Christian should read. It Has i
faults, but its excellences are many. May we ndy oaad the book, but write it out anew in our olit@
and character by seeking in everything to be l#ésud! It is a good thing to put up in your house th
guestion, “What would Jesus do?” It answers nirnteobten of the difficulties of moral casuistry. \&tn
you do not know what to do, and the law does netrsgery explicit upon it, put it so—"What would
Jesus do?” Here, then, stands the case; by yoatiaman Christ you come to exhibit faith in Hinove
to Him, and imitation of Him, and all these are theans by which good works are produced in you.
You are “created in Christ Jesus unto good works.”

Notice, thatcreation unto these good works is the subjectdime decree;Which God has before
ordained that we should walk in them.” This is Godécree. Am | ordained to eternal life? Answer the
other question, “Am | ordained to walk in good w&?K If | am ordained to good works, then | do walk
in them, and the decree of God is manifestly cdraet in me. But if | make a profession of being a
Christian, attend a place of worship, and complimrmagself upon my safety, while I am living in sin,
then evidently there is no decree that | shall walgood works, for | am living otherwise than tlust-
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cree would have caused me to live. O beloved,thieseternal purpose of God to make His people!holy
Agree with that purpose, with the freedom of yoemewed will, and with the delight of your regenerat
ed heart! Concur in the will of God. Yes, vehemgiksire, heartily pant after, perfect holinesshia
fear of God. Then may you, in the midst of sevéreggles against temptation from without and from
within, fall back upon the decree of predestinati®mce it is God’s decree, that, as being newtecta
in Christ, | should be full of good works, | shak so despite my old nature, and despite my sairitu
weakness. The decree, in the new creature of Gitidhevcarried out despite my surroundings, despite
the temptations of my circumstances, despite thmsigon of the devil. God has before ordained that
we should walk in good works, and walk in them \walk sustained by His Holy Spirit.

So, then, dear friends, these good works must lieei Christian. They are not the root, but thé fru
of his salvation. They are not the way of the harés salvation; they are his walk in the way ofvaa
tion. Where there is healthy life in a tree, theetwill bear fruit according to its kind; so, if Gdas
made our nature good, the fruit will be good. Buhe fruit is evil, it is because the tree is whtadl-
ways was—an evil tree. The desire of men createsvan Christ is to be rid of every sin. We do sin,
but we do not love sin. Sin gets power over us $ones to our sorrow, but it is a kind of death sota
feel that we have gone into sin; yet it shall natdrdominion over us, for we are not under the lawt,
under grace, and therefore we shall conquer itgatdhe victory.

The outcome of our union with Christ must be heinBNhat concord has Christ with Belial?”
What union can He have with men that love sin? Haw they that are of the world, who love the
world, be said to be members of the Head who fseswven, in the perfection of His glory? Brothers, w
must, in the power of the text, and especiallyhim power of our union to Christ, seek to make dadly
vances in good works, which God has before ordaihatiwe should walk in them, for walking means
not only perseveringout advancing We should go from strength to strength in hoknese should do
more, and do better. What are you doing for JeBus®vice as much. If you are spreading abroad the
knowledge of His name, work with both hands. If e living uprightly, seek to put away any relids
sin that abide in your character, that you mayifyidhe name of God to the utmost.

And, lastly,this should be our daily exercis€é That we should walk in them.” Good works are not
to be an amusement, but a vocation. We are noididge in them occasionally; they are to be therten
and bent of our lives. “Oh,” says one, “that isaachsaying.” Do you say so? Well, then, this digpla
and sets in clear light, the first part of my sahjé&ou see how impossible it is that you shouldaeed
by these good works, do you not? But if you areedavif you have obtained a present salvation, if you
are now a child of God, if you are now assuredafrysafety, | charge you, by the love you bear ¢ol,G
by the gratitude you have to His Christ, give yelfrsvholly to everything that is right, and gooahda
pure, and just. Help everything that has to do wethperance, and righteousness, and truth, and godl
ness, and “let your light so shine before men, thay may see your good works, and glorify your Fa-
ther which is in heaven.”

May the Spirit of God seal this sermon upon thertseof His people, for Christ’s sake! Amen.
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