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“For your sakes.”
2 Corinthians 8:9.

“For His sake.”
Philippians 1:29.

THE true test of any action lies in its motive. Ma&a deed, which seems to be glorious, is really
mean and ignoble because it is done with a basatiaoh; while other actions, which appear to berpoo
and paltry, if we truly understood them, would leers to be full of the glory and beauty of a nohle-p
pose. The mainspring of a watch is the most impomart of it; the spring of an action is everythin
My sermon from these two texts will be on the metwhich inspired Christ’'s redeeming work, and the
motive which should inspire our service for Him. #id all for our sakes: we should do all for Hikesa
Fix your attention, then, chiefly, not on the deledt on the motive which is its root.

The less of self in any effort, the nobler itAsgreat work, undertaken and completed from selfish
motives, is much less praiseworthy than the feebtieavor put forth to help other people. Selfishnes
perhaps the worst of all meanness, but spiritufiskaess is the form of the evil most to be dreade
With Christ there was no self-seeking. Not for Hatiglid He come to earth: not for Himself did He
suffer. He lived for others, and died for othesor you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christt, th
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He becanae, poat you through His poverty might be rich.” In
this glorious unselfishness Christ is not only 8awior, He is also our Example. As He did not liee
self, we, too, must learn to deny ourselves, avel like Him. It is in living and acting “for His &a”
that we shall most truly “follow His steps.”

We are often told, in these days, that we shauidfbr the good of others, and we ought to heed th
call, but there is so little in our fellow men tallcforth the spirit of self-sacrifice that if weate no
higher motive, we shall soon become tired of odiore$ on their behalf. The true way, is to live for
Christ, and then “for His sake” seek to save ollofe men. With such a constraining power we shall
not be weary in well-doing, for though men may fadl, and frequent discouragement meet us in our
toil, our impelling force will ever be the same. A& whisper it to ourselves again and again, “fg H
sake” we shall be made strong to do or to suffer.

If you thus go forth to the service of each day ‘iflis sake,” realizing that He “for your sakes¥vga
Himself to toil and agony, and even to death ifsgdu will daily grow into sympathy with Christ; i
divine compassion for men will take hold upon ygau will be lifted up above the life of the world,
and, as you go about doing good, you will be ableotich the sorrow of the earth with a tender hand.
You will grow like Him you serve.

| have heard of a man, who lived in a certain toamd while he lived, was greatly misunderstood. It
was known that he had a large income, yet he lavediserly life, and loud were the murmurs at the
scanty help he gave to those around him. He stimtedelf in many ways, and hoarded his money. But
when he died, the popular verdict was reversedihfen the motive of all his economy was manifested.
He left his fortune to build a reservoir and anexauct, to bring a constant supply of pure watetht®o
town where he had been despised and misundersibalwas the chief need of the people, and for a
long time they had suffered much from drought aisg¢ake because of the scanty supply. All the years
that they had misjudged him, he was silently argkliishly living for their sakes; when they discoa@
his motive, it was too late to do anything for hiamther than to hand down to future generations the
memory of his noble and generous deed. But we oamuth “for His sake” who has brought to us the
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living water, and who, though He died for us, isvmalive again, and will live forevermore. If He thu
loved me, and lived for me, nothing that | can sltoo much for Him—
“When often, like a wayward child,
I murmur at His will,
Then this sweet word, ‘For Jesus’ sake,’
My restless heart can still.
| bow my head, and gently led,
His easy yoke | take;
And all the day, and all the way,
An echo in my heart shall say—
‘For Jesus sake!”

Without dwelling on the immediate connection of therds which | have chosen from two familiar
and beautiful verses, | would with these two texézve a fabric of love. See what Jesus did foand,
then think what we can do for Jesus. “For your sakshrist did His deeds of love; “for His sake” we
are called upon to live and labor among the somsesf. May His love enkindle ours!

l. First, let us consider THE MOTIVE OF CHRIST'S WORior your sakes.”As many of you as
have believed in Christ Jesus, may know thatyour sakes,” the Lord of glory stooped to be a suffer-
ing, dying man.

In meditating on the motive that moved the Lordu¥eto come to your rescue, consider, fifse,
august Persomvho undertook your salvation, and died “for youkesa” He was God. “He thought it not
robbery to be equal with God.” He made the heavaiN&hout Him was not anything made that was
made.” The angels delighted to do Him homage; esergph’s wing would fly at His bidding; all the
host of heaven worshipped at His feet. All the pewd nature were under His control. He wanted noth
ing to make Him glorious; all things were His, &hd power to make more than all. He might truly, say
“If I were hungry, | would not tell you: for the wid is Mine, and the fullness thereof.” Hymned day
without night by all the sacred choristers, He dal lack for praise. Nor did He lack for servans;
gions of angels were ever ready to do His commantknbearkening unto the voice of His word. It was
this God, this Ever-blessed One, who was from étewith the Father, and in whom the Father had in-
finite delight, who looked upon men with the eydmfe. He that was born in Bethlehem’s manger was
the Infinite as well as the infant; and He thattivhere the life of a peasant, toiling and suffgrinas
that same God who made the heavens and the eartivhb deigned to be incarnate for our sakes. Well
might Isaiah, in his prophetic vision, proclaim tiogal titles of the “Child” who was to be born,cathe
“Son” who, in the fullness of time, would be givenus and for us: “The government shall be upon His
shoulder: and His name shall be called WonderfalyrGelor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.” Let this truth sink into ysouls; that it was God who came from heaven “for
your sakes.” It was no inferior being, no one keairselves, but it was very God of very God whoeldv
you with an everlasting and infinite affection. dve often turned that thought over in my mind, but
have never been able to express it as | have wishedere told that all the sons of men cared rwe,
that would be but as a drop in a bucket compargl yehovah Himself regarding me. If it were said
that all the princes of the earth had fallen ates@oor man’s feet, and laid aside their dignities they
might relieve his necessities, it would be courdeddescending kindness; but such an act wouldeot b
worthy to be spoken of in comparison with thatnité condescension and unparalleled love which
brought the Savior from the skies to rescue andamdsuch worthless rebels as we were. It is n@ipos
ble that all the condescension of all the kind anthpassionate men who have ever lived should be
more than as a small grain that could not turnsitede compared with the everlasting hills of thg-Sa
ior's wondrous love.

Think, too, ofthe insignificant client®n whom all this wealth of affection was poured. y&asI re-
member the person who came here “for your sakesl 'tleen, wonderful stoop, consider who you are—
who we are—for whose sakes He died, do not outhealt at the thought? Brethren, if we truly know
ourselves, we have a very poor opinion of ourseiwken compared with Christ. Humility has been
rightly said to be a correct estimate of ourselWbhat were we but the most insignificant creaturés?
our whole race had been blotted out, there need bagn no gap in the creation of God, or if thex@ h
seemed to be a void for a moment, He had but taksgfee word and myriads of creatures prompt to
obey His will would have filled up the space. Howasnit that Jesus, the Son of God, should suffer for
such insignificant ephemera, such insects of am asuve are? But we are not only insignificant,ane
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also iniquitous. “We have sinned with our fathevg, have committed iniquity, we have done wicked-
ly.” Even the Lord’s children have to confess, “Me like sheep have gone astray; we have turned eve
ryone to his own way;” but, oh! wonder of love, yr@an add, “and the Lord has laid on Him the iniqui
ty of us all.” As sinners, we deserve nothing batdG thunderbolts; yet, trusting in His dear Soe, w
receive nothing but His mercy. Having desperatgiged, and broken all His commandments, if He had
said, “Perish forever, you guilty rebels,” He wotldve spoken only the sentence that strict juséee
quired. Instead of that, He said to His Only-begott'You shall die that they may not die; | wilk&a
You, My Son, My Isaac, and offer You upon the althisacrifice, that through Your death men may
live.” This is, indeed a marvel of grace; this miistone of the things the angels desire to loak @Bur
thoughts cannot compass this wondrous work, noocanvords describe it.

Many of us, also, were not only sinful, as the lgh@ace is, but we were peculiarly sinful. Some of
us feel inclined to dispute with Saul of Tarsustfoe title “chief of sinners.” It will ever remai won-
der to me that the Son of God should have conddsceto diefor me Were you a drunk, and has the
Holy Spirit shown you that Jesus died for you; @ané you now rejoicing that you are washed in His
precious blood? Were you one of the women who, Nteey Magdalene, were rightly called sinners,
and have you, like her, washed your robes, and rtfega white in the blood of the Lamb? Then you
are constrained to exclaim with wonder and gragtud

“Depth of mercy, can there be
Mercy still reserved for me?
Can my God His wrath forbear?
Me, the chief of sinners, spare?”

| fancy that | hear one and another of you ado@Gugl’'s matchless mercy, and saying, with wonder
and surprise, “Is it really true that mercy is bghtto meby God’s own Son? Could nothing less than
the death of the Only-begotten save my sinful s@it?He condescend to die for me? Well may | ad-
mire the grace thus manifested, and raise my giag sf thanksgiving to Him who has done such great
things for me.” Each of us can see some peculianityis own case. Some of us have not offended so
grievously in outward conduct as others have dbog,then, we had better instruction in our chilodo
and consequently our sins were doubly heinousyvsinned against light and knowledge. Some of us
have had to violate our conscience terribly in otdesin as we have done. It may be that some of yo
lived forty or fifty years as unblievers, and yétast you were brought to bow at the dear feet Weae
pierced for you. Oh, | am sure you bless His ndma¢ ¢ver He shed His blood for you; and | dare say
you feel as | do sometimes, that none in the glamg will be able to raise such a song of adoriragig
tude as you will, when all heaven shall ring wille tgrand chorus of those who have been redeemed
from among men.

Thus have we considered, first, the august Pesdanaccomplished the great work of our redemp-
tion; and, secondly, the poor sinful creaturesibose sake He suffered.

Now let me invite you to considéne wondrous workvhich this master motive inspired. “For your
sakes” God became incarnate; the Son of God taokunion with Himself our nature, without which
He could not have suffered and died. We read conogiim, “Being found in fashion as a man, He
humbled Himself.” If we had never heard of thattflaefore, our ears and heart would be astonished at
the words. At the end of each clause, | feel imdito pause, and say, “Look! Look! Was there ever
such a wonder as this—the Infinite became incarrdgeate, and He hungered; He drank, and He thirst-
ed; He needed to be housed from the wintry stouhHe “had not where to lay His head"? He wanted
human sympathy, but “all His disciples forsook Hiamd fled.” He was the “Man of sorrows, and ac-
guainted with grief,” and all “for your sakes.”

The words that follow our text tell us that “Heclaene poor.” You know that, in this world, the pov-
erty of a man is usually reckoned in proportiorthe position of affluence from which he has come
down. One who was born a pauper is not relativelyp@or as the man who was once a king, but has
been reduced to beggary, for in the one case there experience of the luxury which riches can €om
mand, and in the other no adaptability to the skaifid privations of those who have always beemvn p
erty. When the Christ of God, the King of kingse thord of lords, was forsaken by His Father, desert
by His friends, and left alone to suffer “for yosakes,” that was the direst poverty that was emenk.

See your Lord beneath the olives of Gethsemarmodyl sweat falls to the ground as, being in an
agony, He prays more earnestly; “If it is possiltée this cup pass from Me,” but it must not passrf
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Him. “For your sakes” He must drink it; “for youalses” every bitter drop must be drained. Then see
Him as He stands, without an advocate, before HePddte, and Caiaphas—*“taken from prison and
from judgment.” Mark His sufferings as they hounidnHhrough the streets of Jerusalem, along the Sor-
rowful Way! Behold Him as, at last, they fasten Hands and His feet to the cruel wood, and lift Him
up ‘twixt earth and heaven, to suffer the deatthefcross! Let those who will, depreciate the suffys
of Christ; | believe there was in the God-man, €hdiesus, an infinite capacity for suffering, ahalt t
His body, so wondrously formed, was able to endare] did endure, infinitely more than human
thought can imagine, while, at the same time, thHesngs of His soul were the very soul of Hisfeuf
ings. Well did the Spirit-taught poet, Joseph Hartte—

“Much we talk of Jesus’ blood,

But how little’s understood!

Of His sufferings, so intense,

Angels have no perfect sense.

Who can rightly comprehend

Their beginning or their end?

'Tis to God and God alone

That their weight is fully known.”

All this Christ suffered for your sake$s What love and gratitude ought to fill your head you
think of all that Jesus bore on your behalf! If yload a wife who, when you lay sick, watched yothwit
such anxious care that she undermined her ownhheaitl brought herself down to the grave through
her devotion to you; oh, with what love you thinkher, that she should suffer even unto death éorry
sake! If you were ever delivered from a watery graand the brave fellow, who rescued you, himself
sank back into the water, and was drowned, youneaer forgot his noble self-sacrifice, but you will
always cherish his memory, for he died for youresdlhere is a story | have often read, of an Anagric
gentleman, who was accustomed to go frequently ttad, and plant fresh flowers. When someone
asked why he did so, he said that when the timeedamhim to go to the war, he was detained by some
business, and the man who lay beneath the sod keesnsubstitute, performed his duty, and died in
the battle. Over that carefully-kept grave, he ttewords inscribed, “He died for me!” There is ®8m
thing melting in the thought of another dying fauy how much more melting is it when that One & th
Christ of Calvary! Why, you feel, “Here is One, whom | never deserved anything, taking my part;
One whom | have badly treated, and against whoav¢ loffended; yete suffered for me, He took my
place, He bore my sins, He died for me. Therefavél llive for Him; | will love Him; I will give myself
wholly and unreservedly to Him and to His blessed/ise.” “For your sakes” Christ died. If you be-
lieve that, you cannot help loving and serving Hitris an old theme which | am bringing before your
minds, but it is the grandest theme that ever resipp mortal tongue, or stirred a human heart.

| want you that love the Lord to consider, neélke comprehensive motit@ which He worked the
wondrous work which | have so imperfectly descrilb&@r your sakes.” | would have you remember
that everything He was, and everything He did, ¥Was your sakes.” “For your sakes” the midnight
prayer upon the bleak mountain’s side; “for youkes the scoffing and the jeering that followed Him
wherever He went; “for your sakes” the agony in ¢faeden; “for your sakes” the flagellation of the
Roman lash; “for your sakes” He gave His back sdmiters, and His cheeks to them that plucked off
the hair; “for your sakes” the shame and the smjtifor your sakes” He “became obedient unto death
even the death of the cross.” Say it, my brethneth sisters, let your hearts say it now, and wet the
words with tears; “For our sakes He suffered adi.th

Think of Him for a moment as He is taken down frtma cross. In fair white linen they wrap that
blessed body, covered with its own blood. | thirdeé Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, and Joseph
of Arimathea, looking on that poor mangled frantegse dear eyes, once so bright with love, now
closed in death; those wonder-working hands, thatiplied the loaves and fishes, now stiff and ¢old
and those blessed feet, that trod the sea, nolifeddiss. O Joseph, and you, Mary, this was for-ou
“for your sakes”! But also for mine and for the saif all my brethren and sisters who are resting by
faith on that finished sacrifice! They laid the ddedy in Joseph’s new tomb, the virgin sepulcher
wherein never man had lain, and there they leftgpaat Champion sleeping a while in the darkness of
death. As He lay there, it was “for your sakes.”

Yes, and blessed be His name! When the appointeding came, He lived again, the stone was
rolled away from the sepulcher, and He came fadmfthe tomb; it was “for your sakes” He rose. The

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 37




Sermon #2232 Christ’s Motive and Ours 5

forty days He lived on earth were “for your sakesmyt when from off the brow of Olivet He ascended
to His Father’s right hand, it was “for your sakdde said to His disciples, “I go to prepare a pldor
you.” There, seated on His throne of glory, He kdlte scepter, and rules all worlds “for your sgkes
there as an Intercessor, He pleads with God “farr wakes.” There is not a gem in His crown busit i
there “for your sakes”; there is not a jewel on biisastplate but it is there “for your sakes.” Frioead

to foot He is what He is “for your sakes.” And whida shall come a second time—as soon He will—to
judge the world in righteousness, and to “gathgetioer His elect from the four winds, from one ehd
heaven to the other”; to usher in the reign offiy@nd establish His throne forever, it will be “&dr

your sakes” who have believed on His name. “Fothatigs are for your sakes, that the abundant grace
might through the thanksgiving of many redoundi® glory of God.”

We might thus continue, but we will not. May Godke this thought burn in your heart—All that
Christ has done for us is for our sakes! | suppbsgebecause we are such fallen creatures thaethe
considerations do not move us as they should. Adamavax compared with our hearts. Oh, that we
did but feel the fire of Jesus’ love! Like coalsjohiper which have a most vehement flame, ourtsear
should burn within us while we talked of that deare which brought Him to the grave, and took Him
from the grave to the heavens, and shall bring Bak from the heavens to take His people up to be
with Him where He is, and to live with Him forever.

Il. Having meditated on the motive which moved Chnsthe work He accomplished for us, let us
consider THE MOTIVE WHICH SHOULD INSPIRE ALL OUR $&/ICE FOR HIM: “For His
sake.”

This second text is in the Epistle to the Philgns, first chapter, and twenty-ninth verse. “Unbol y
it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only tolieee on Him, but also to suffer for His sake.” Wlaae
we that we should be allowed the high honor ofesuify “for His sake”? It is a great privilege to,dw
to be, or to bear anything for Him. Our sufferirapmever be worth a thought when compared with His;
and any sacrifice that we could offer “for His saimuld be small indeed when contrasted with the in
finite sacrifice that He has already made for @kes. If you are rejoicing in the fact that Chdstd for
you, it will be very easy to prompt in your hedtts desire to do something “for His sake.”

| find in Scripture that the thought expressedhi@ words “for His sake” may be enlarged, and as-
sume six or seven phases. For instance, in thegbo$Matthew, fifth chapter, and tenth verse, our
Lord puts it,“for righteousness’ sake”Blessed are they which are persecuted for rigigress’ sake.”
| understand, then, that if a man suffers as as@ian for doing that which is right, he is suffeyifor
Christ’s sake. If he cannot, and will not, act dmrtably, and contrary to the commands of Godtlas o
ers do, the suffering which he willingly bears, tbes which he cheerfully incurs because of his up-
rightness, is so much borne for Christ’s sake. tian is out and out righteous in this world, hd bd
sure to be pointed at by certain persons as artyoddi cannot lie, as others lie, nor practiceksim
trade, as others do; nor frequent their placesnolisement; nor indulge in their lusts, and therefore
straightway they say, “He is a hypocrite; he isaat¢ And as they cannot understand the principle
which inspires him, they impute to him motives white abhors. This is how they talk: “He is doing it
for the sake of being thought a saint,” “He is plidit;” “he has some sinister motive or othery”ase
they sum up the whole matter by declaring, “He downright impostor.” Now, if in any of these ways
you are made to suffer for that which is right—$meaking the truth, and acting the truth—never mind
brethren, but rather rejoice that you are permittesuffer for Christ's sake. Say within yoursélf,my
dear Lord lost all things for me, | may well losarse things for Him. If He was stripped to the las)
for me, | may well be content to be poor ‘for Hake.” Set your face like a flint, and say, “We da@
poor, but we cannot be dishonest; we can suffdrweucannot sin.” Many men say, when we talk to
them thus, “But, you know, we must live.” | do rese that there is any necessity for your livingoifi
cannot live honestly. It would be better to diertha do wrong; any amount of suffering would betdret
than that we should deny our Lord and Master. ReleerReter’'s words, “If you suffer for righteous-
ness’ sake, happy are you: and be not afraid af teeor, neither be troubled; but sanctify therd.o
God in your hearts,” or, as the Revised Version thaslast clause, “Sanctify in your hearts Christ a
Lord.”

In the Word of God, yet another form is given hestsuffering or doing for Christ's sake, and it as
sumes this shape“for the gospel’'s sake.1n His first epistle to the Corinthians, ninth plter, and
twenty-third verse, Paul writes of what he did “tbe gospel’s sake,” and our Lord speaks of son® wh
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when there was persecution “for the word’s sakesfenoffended. Now, if you are put to any shame for
the sake of the gospel, you suffer “for His sakantl if you labor to spread the gospel, and pulihigh
Word of God, if it is your daily endeavor to tetl bthers God’s way of salvation, you are doing some
thing “for His sake,” for the gospel and Christ aewrapped up together that what is done for ts g
pel’'s sake, is done “for His sake.”

Yet another view of the subject is given to us mwhkige apostle, in his letter to the Colossianst fir
chapter, and twenty-fourth verse, speaks of cegaints honoring Christ by sufferiritpr His body’s
sake,which is the Church.” That is another form of rendg homage to Christ, and doing what we do
“for His sake.” O brethren, we ought to do much entitan we do for God’s people! They are the body
of Christ. We should every one of us feel it andrao be allowed to unloose the laces of His shaed,
to wash His feet; well, poor saints are Christetf&Vhen you are feeding them, you are feeding Him,
for certainly if Paul, in persecuting them, pergeduChrist, it is clear that you, when you are hejp
them for Christ’'s sake, are doing it to Him. Ohy taut your lives for His Church’s sake! His deappe
ple deserve it at your hands, and their Lord desseity too.

Then, again, Paul in His second Epistle to Timp#igcond chapter, and tenth verse, uses the phrase,
“for the elect’s sakes,’by which | think he comprehends, not only thoseare in the Church as yet,
but those who are to be. Happy is that man whodspeh his time in seeking out poor wanderers tigat
may bring in God’s elect; who lays all his taleatsd all his strength upon the altar of God, coratedr
to this aim—that he may find out the chosen of Fa¢her, the redeemed by the blood of Jesus, and in
the hand of the Spirit be the instrument of briiggihem back to their Father's house, from whictythe
have wandered. When you serve Christ’s people,yahda it “for His sake.”

Further, we have the expressitime kingdom of God’s sake When our Master tells Peter, as rec-
orded in the eighteenth chapter of Luke, twentynirerse, that no one who has left anything for Him
and for it, shall fail of present and eternal resvarhis is another way in which we can serve Cluoist
King, by being willing to sacrifice “house, or pats, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the dgiom
of God’s sake.”

There is one other remarkable expression, uselbbiy in his second epistle, at the second verse; he
there speaks of something ddfher the truth’s sakewhich dwells in us.” Ah! It is not merely the gos-
pel we are to defend, but we are to defend thadigeed which the Holy Spirit has put into us;ttha
truth which we have tasted, and handled, and tfedi; theology which is not that of the Book onlyt b
that which is written on the fleshy tablets of tvearts. 1 do hope there are many of you who keeg ba
your hand from sin because the truth that is in wdunot let you touch it, and who put forth bogbur
hands to serve the Lord, because the truth thatysu compels you to it. The new nature, thatlgyi
incorruptible seed, constrains you, and you juthge if Christ died for you, you must live, andn#éces-
sary, you will die for Him. | would ask great ths¢rom those for whom Christ has done great things.
When you make sin little, and hell little, you alsake Christ little, and then, in consequence, tonk
you owe Him but little, and you will render Him bilittle. But when you feel the weight of sin, arekes
the preciousness of your Redeemer, and feel in sogasure the obligations under which you are to
Him, then you say—

“Oh, what shall | do, my Savior to praise?”

There have been, in the Christian church, at d@iffetimes, men and women of highly consecrated
spirit, who seem to have realized what their Lotgezted of them. | dare say that they were veryatis
isfied with themselves, but as we read their bipgres, we are charmed with their consecration of sp
it. The truth of God, and especially the Christow$ithe Truth, had such influence over their lives that
they truly lived “for His sake.” May we have manych in our ranks! | do not know whether it may be
the duty of any of you to go to foreign lands “féis sake.” | only hope there are some young mea her
who will offer themselves for missionary servicet blessed are they that bear the gospel intoréhe
gions beyond,” carrying their lives in their handsley shall stand very near to the eternal thrornthe
day when the King rewards His faithful servantdolnot know whether there may be any of our sisters
here who are bound to consecrate their lives tantlreing of the sick where fevers are rife, or veher
pestilence abounds, but they who can do such setgi©wumanity, for Christ’'s sake, shall receive no
light word of approbation at the last great dayt, Bwobably, the mass of us will have to abide um o
calling, and therefore | would say, if we must dolst our life be all “for His sake.” | would desinev-
er to come to this platform but “for His sake,” Bevo say even a word about the gospel but “for His
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sake.” And you in your home, dear mother, go amagoup your children in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord “for His sake.” Take those dear littlees, and present them to Him. Say, “Jesus, Ithee

to You; accept and save them. | devote them to Sewvice, as Hannah gave Samuel to the Lord.”
Then, “for His sake” teach them holiness; “for ldake” be patient with them; and “for His sake” lyrin
them up always in the fear of the Lord.

You men of business, go out and labor “for Hisesak could almost envy some of you who have
acquired an adequate income. Keep the warehousgepropen “for His sake,” and give more largely to
His cause. And you who are not in a position of petance, but are struggling for your daily breaat “f
His sake” never do a wrong thing. Sometimes, whangre half inclined to yield to the tempter, imag-
ine that your Savior is standing by your side, #rad He puts His pierced hand upon your shouldet, a
says, “If you are indeed bought with My blood, tleére be justice in all your dealings with your-fel
lows; no, more, be generous as well as just, forsslke, for | would have you so act that all merilsha
know that you are My disciples.”

Perhaps some of you, who profess to be Christanes|iving altogether for yourselves, instead of
living unto God. When you are at home tonightjregtiquietly in your room alone, | could half widhat
the Lord Jesus would enter, and say to you, “I Haved you with an everlasting love, and laid down
My life for you; what are you doing for Me in retl®” Suppose He looked at you with those gentle yet
heart-searching eyes of His, and you looked in&b fdlace which was marred more than any man’s, what
would you say? Oh, | think should have to cover my face for very shame, atd ym not living in
forgetfulness of Him, and | am trying to do Him seimumble service. But as for those who do nothing,
with the exception of sitting to hear sermons,@nstimes dropping in at a prayer meeting, or nod an
then giving a little to the cause of God, perhapditle as they dare—oh! What would they say i Hi
presence? You will all be in His presence soomaes sooner than you expect, and among the sorrows
that will trouble you on your death-bed, if you angfaithful to your Lord, will be this—that you hav
done so little for Him while you had the opportynit

When sitting by the side of one of our dying mersba poor weak girl, wasted by consumption, |
was charmed as she whispered in my ear that wheewah brought to Jesus, she had such joy that she
had striven to do something for Him, but mourneat $he could accomplish so little. Poor child! She
tried to teach a class of boys, and half killedskHrin the struggle to keep them quiet. She feh-c
strained, by love to her Lord, to try to do someghior Him and as there happened to be nothingtelse
do, she began to teach some rough children, whe faetoo wild for her. But she did not regretGi,
no! | am sure, if she could be raised up, she waaite to such work again, “for His sake,” and | am
sure that any of you, if you have given of yoursahce, or given of your time, or given of yourliabi
ties “for His sake,” will never have to say wheruyare lying as she was, and breathing out your‘iife
did too much for my Savior.” You will rather blebis name that ever He accepted the little that you
could do; and like our young sister, mourn tha go little compared with what He deserves. |¢fme
say to each one of you, brethren and sisters—ifheae indeed been washed in the blood of Christ,
spend yourself for Him; do not mock Him. If it wesplay that you were redeemed, and if the crueifix
ion was but a sport, then go and trifle with thevee of Christ, but if indeed the blood-mark ofeal
Savior is upon you, and you have been washed ifotheain filled with His precious blood, go anddi
really useful, consecrated lives, into which yoalsthrow your whole heart and soul and strengtr “f
His sake.”

Who shall pile a monument worthy of the Savior whd so much “for your sakes?” Who shall
compose a song sweet enough for the Christ of Garlaame for our redemption? Who shall sound the
trumpets loudly enough for Immanuel, who, thoughw#es rich, yet for our sakes became poor? Who
shall bring offerings of gold and frankincense rigmough for Him who gave up all for His people?
Crown Him, you angels! You seraphim, adore Him! @{You alone can give Him the reward of hon-
or which He merits! Glory be to His name forevegtlus take as our motto from now on these words,
“For His sake.” “For His sake” let us put up witloerty, counting it to be richest to be poor, if He
would have it so. “For His sake” let us cheerfuglydure bodily sufferings, being glad if they malse u
more useful for Him. “For His sake” let us live tail, and die in obscurity, if so we can best dlri
Him. Let our song be that of the gifted songstressyhose hymn | have already quoted one verse—

“In suffering sore, or toilsome task,
His burden light I'll bear;
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‘For Jesus’ sake’ shall sweeten alll,

Till His bright home | share:

And then this song more sweet, more strong,

In heaven my harp shall wake;

Led all the way, till that glad day,

Eternally, my heart shall say,

‘For Jesus sake.”

| will close when | have only added that if anyyolu have not at present any interest in this saerif

and this service of which my two texts speak, Idhpst this word for you. It is, at least, a blegsihat
you are permitted still to listen to the gospelt ree very briefly tell once more “the old, old stpof
Jesus and His love.” Jesus Christ died in the stéathners. We deserved to be punished for ow. sin
Under the Law of Moses there was no pardon foresicept through the blood of a sacrifice. Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, ihe one sacrifice for sins forever, of which the thowds of bullocks and
lambs slain under the law were but types. Every miaa trusts to the death of the Lamb of God, may
know that Jesus Christ was punished in His steatha God can be just, and yet forgive the guhiy;
can, without violating His justice, remit sin andrgon iniquity, because a Substitute has been found
whose death has an infinite value because of tiaadnature of the Sufferer. He has borne the iniqu
ties of all who trust Him. “He that believes on tBen has everlasting life.” Believe on the Lordudes
Christ, and you shall go your way a saved soulngkieugh you came into this house steeped in sin, 0
through terrible conviction on the very verge osplar. God grant that many of you may trust in desu
this very hour, “for His sake!” Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—2 CORINTHIA NS 8.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—282, 296, 709.

TO THE READERS OF MY SERMONS.

MY DEAR FRIENDS—This morning | read ifihe Timeghat “Mr. Spurgeon isapidly recovering.” These words ex-
actly describe what | amot doing. The symptoms are the same as when | wasna¢ hl am tossed up and down upon the
waves of my disease, and what is thought progosksytis gone tomorrow. | have seasons of uttertgatisn. Always weak,
it seems at times that | have no strength whatevet,must altogether collapse.

| shall recover for this is the tenor of the prayers which our Gad so far answered; but there are no tracegios sif
anythingrapid about my conditionEmphatically,any advance | make ike slowest of all slow thingkwrite this at once, to
prevent disappointment to sanguine friends. | kmmtvwhy | should be the object of so much tendengathy, but as | am
thus privileged | would have a sensitive regardtfa feelings of such benefactors, and warn theainag statements for
which there is no basis in truth. Their friend rémsefeeble, and has no hasty recovery to expect.

Please continue prayer. Have great patience.\Refiee of anxiety as to the institutions; and pr&sel for what He has
already done.

Your deeply-indebted servant, for Christ's sake,
Mentone, November 21, 1891,
C. H. SPURGEON.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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