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“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Ldrand Savior Jesus Christ.”
2 Peter 3:18.

IT is worthwhile to remark that this passage immaggly follows the seventeenth verse, where the
apostle says, “Beloved, seeing you know these shiogjore, beware lest you also, being led away with
the error of the wicked, fall from your own steastfeess. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” He puts theaiter the other, as if the one must be the meatiseof
other. There had been some, in the apostle’s dag,had twisted, to their own destruction, certain e
pressions in the Epistles of Paul which Peter sade “hard to be understood;” and, therefore, he
warned Christian men and women to take heed legt theing led away with the error of the wicked,”
should “fall from” their “own steadfastness.” Inder that they might know how to stand, and to ke pr
served from falling, he gave them this directiogtow in grace;” for the way to stand is to growe th
way to be steadfast is to go forward. There istaoding except by progression. If you see even such
simple thing as a child’s top rolling along youodl at home, you will observe that it will alwaysrsd
upright as long as it keeps on rolling; but whestdps, down it goes. So is it with the Christias;long
as he is in motion, he stands; but if it were daedior the motion to cease, then the Christian|d/dail
from his steadfastness. Glory be to God, he wilkéet from falling, and he shall be presented fasdt
before the throne of God! The way to stand, themg igo forward; the way to be steadfast is to pEss)
the way to be alive, according to the apostlep igtow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lardd
Savior Jesus Christ.”

We will offer, first of all, two or three remarkgongrowth “in grace” in general;and, secondly, a
few remarks upomgrowth in grace being intimately connected withwtio “in the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

|. First, then, we shall offer some remarks upon GRG®WIN GRACE” IN GENERAL. What
shall we say about it?

The first remark we make is, thiiere is a sense in which there is no such thingjlads growth in
grace.If you understand the word grace as signifying fieer, and the love of God towards His peo-
ple, there is not, and there cannot be, any grawthat at all—

“The moment a sinner believes,

And trusts in his crucified God,"—
he is, by the grace of God, there and then judti@ad complete in Christ Jesus. And if he livéhis
hair is grey, he will never be more justified, are/er be more beloved, than he is the very firgnem
in which he believes in Christ. As soon as eveaMéha vital connection with the Lamb of God, | am “
grace.” Let me live on, let my grace grow, let mitl increase, let my zeal become warmer, let nag lo
be more ardent, yet | shall not be more “in grabeh | was before. God will not love me more, Hé wi
not have a deeper and a purer affection in Histheane then than He has the very first momentn tu
to Him; nor will His grace the less justify me, less accept me, the first moment when | come to Him
with all my sins about me, than it shall do whestand before the throne. We never grow in the go&ce
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election. We are always, as Peter says in hisHipsstle, “elect according to the foreknowledgeGafd
the Father;” and in that sense of being “in gratete is neither growth nor any retrograde movement
So also is it in the matter of justification—

“In union with the Lamb,

From condemnation free,

The saints forever were,

And shall forever be.”
And they are at any one time as much justifiechay aire at any other time. Give me to be justifeed
day, then | was justified yesterday, and | shaljustified tomorrow. As soon as | put my trust het
Savior, | became complete in grace; so far aswiaat concerned, | was made perfect in Christ Jésus.
cannot be more than perfect; and, therefore, | @aimthat respect grow in grace; | cannot recenee
justifying mercy; | cannot receive more pardoningag; for | have had it all at once, and have so be
come perfect in Christ.

But you will remark that our text does not say thimg about grace growing; it does not say that
grace grows. It tells us to “grow in grace.” Thésea vast difference between grace growing and our
growing in grace. God’s grace never increases #hvays infinite, so it cannot be more; it is ajwa
everlasting; it is always bottomless; it is alway®reless. It cannot be more; and, in the natuf@oadf,
it could not be less. The text tells us to “growgiace.” We are in the sea of God’s grace; we cabeo
in a deeper sea, but let us grow now that we are We cannot be more in it than we are, or than w
have always been. We are in God’s grace; we atfeeirovenant; we are in the scheme of redemption;
we are in union with Jesus; we cannot be moress $e, for we are eternally secure through thedbloo
of our Savior. But while it cannot grow more, wen@gow more in it, and so we shall “grow in grace.”

I must make another remailk.s certain that, while the grace of God towarsl does not grow, yet
there is such a thing as the development of grabere are some persons who strongly object to the
doctrine of progressive sanctification, and to mantioning anything like growth in grace. My brethr
are welcome to object if they like, but | am sufehey read the Scriptures (they will surely najext
to Scriptural terms), they will find growth in gewery frequently mentioned; if that does not mean
progressive sanctification, then | do not undetidne term “growth in grace” at all. It is quitertzen
that there are degrees in the development of gvme will surely not say that the young man, wha ha
been converted only for the last few months, knassnuch of grace, understands as much about it, and
has as much faith, and as much love, as the marhador the last twenty or thirty years been estrne
ly engaged in his Master’s service. You will ndt tee that one man, who is scarcely ever seen apmin
up to the house of God, and who is daily in a stateligious starvation, stands on a par in graith a
man who is laboring for his Master, whose lovevslent to all, and whose faith is testified beftie
whole congregation. You will not tell me there islead level in Christianity, which all alike readh.
you do say so, | shall tell you that you have nesgyr that you do not look about you. For it igaie
that there are some who are further advanced ttiersoare, some with greater faith than others .have
There are “great faiths” as well as “little faithgreat loves as well as little loves; there arenroé ar-
dent spirits who have grace more fully developethem than it is in others. It is true, they aré more
loved of God than others are, and not more justififeor more accepted, for in that respect we ahdt
on a level, and there is no difference; but ashéodevelopment of grace in our souls, and the alyspi
grace in our lives, everyone must admit that ther difference between different saints. | carnunot
derstand the difference existing between variousstars of Christ, if it is not because of the eliéince
in the degrees of grace which they possess. Soneejhst started in the Christian ministry, and have
preached a little about redemption, but they hastegone far enough to preach about election; or, at
least, not about the vital union of every blood-gpoiuchild of God with the person of Emmanuel; or if
they should now and then preach upon that blesséd they cannot talk about the eternal security o
the saints, and declare how, against wind and tloey shall all sail safely into the heavenly harbo
They have not grown enough in grace to preach oh giemes as these; so will not everyone admit that
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there are degrees of development in grace, whikatso true that there are none of us more jadtif
more elect, more chosen of God and loved of Him tinay other believers are?

Now for a third remark, which ithat growth in grace is not to be measured by weakd months,
and yearsThere are persons who think that the age of a mkmelt how much he knows about divine
things. “Oh!” say some, “So-and-So is such a youran, what should he know about divine grace?
There is a hoary-headed father there; he must langneat deal more.” If you talk like that, you will
soon find out your mistake. God often delightstow how He scorns and scoffs at all the distin&ion
of man. He makes the young men prudent, and Hes given to children knowledge and discretion. Out
of the mouth of babes and sucklings He ordainsigtrebecause of His enemies. It is true, we do be-
lieve, and we should believe that there is moreAtedge beneath the grey hairs than under the ysuth’
curly locks; generally speaking, it is so. Yet Gadprder to display His sovereignty, has so areahg
that He sometimes puts His treasures into an eaxéssel that has not been fashioned more thaw a fe
years.

Do not suppose that persons grow in grace acaprdirtheir years. Some grow faster in grace in
five minutes than others do in fifty years. | bebehat some saints progress further in grace ensom-
gle month than others do in twelve months or twelars. | am sure | may speak concerning myself. |
have sometimes grown more in grace, in one hoan thhave at other seasons in a week, a month, or a
year, when God, in His infinite wisdom, has beezapkd to give me a vision of the Savior, or tolbrea
up the fountains of wickedness that lay hidden ynsoul. | have learned more in one hour, when the
Holy Spirit's hand has been upon me, than | havevéeks and months simply with my own study.
God's people grow like trees grow. Sometimes tlagg ta start, and grow upward; at another time, they
are growing downward. Sometimes, apparently, tipesteeps within the branch—a winter time comes
over it, and it is asleep.

Do not imagine, my dear friends, that becauseareugetting old, you are growing in grace. People
are continually warning young men of their dandéw. doubt we are in danger; but let me remind you
that there is not an instance in Sacred Scriptlileymung man disgracing his profession; but ttese
instances in Scripture of men of middle age angrey hairs doing so. It is thus: we, who are youarg,
in the greatest danger; and, therefore, God uphads show the power of His grace; but some of you
older folk conceive that you are not in peril; atiterefore, God allows you to fall, that He mayrstae
pride of your self-glorying, and let you see thasinot anything in flesh, neither age, nor stagdnor
rank, nor condition, which ensures our safety; thatt He holds up the humble, and casts down the
proud. David did not fall into his great sin urttié had come certainly to maturity, and into theyver
prime of life, and then he sinned with Bathshebat. did not transgress so grossly before he becaime a
old man. If you turn to the pages of Scripture, yoll notice that, wherever there has been a laatdat
fall—as in the case of Peter—it has been a man ké&sogrown up, and become strong in years. God
thus shows us that it is not mere years that carhtas grace—in fact, that years, and age, anditegr
and talent, have nothing to do with grace; and bldd; if He pleased, take a child six years oldj an
pour wisdom and knowledge into the lips of thaldkihat could puzzle the seers of this world. Hemf
takes the most unlikely instruments, and uses tloertihe accomplishment of His purposes; and because
men have said that experiential preachers must gaseheads, he says, “No; it shall be a youth who
shall lead the multitude; it shall be a child, ofitvhose mouth | will pour words of wisdom, for illw
overthrow all human glory, and show mankind thas mot the preacher who is to be praised, but God.
Salvation is not of him that wills, nor of him thains; but it is God that shows mercy. It is n@ than
who preaches, who accomplishes the work; but Gading through the man. He could dispense with
the man altogether if He pleased; at any rate, llehave the man He pleases, and at what age He
pleases, and qualify him as He pleases.

Once moregrowth in grace is not to be estimated by our fegdi There are some of you, beloved,
who think you are not growing in grace because gounot feel as lively as you used to do. “Ah!” you
say, “when | was young, everything was bright théfinat peaceful hours | then enjoyed! | would go
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over hedge and ditch to hear the gospel preachetl such an intense desire to hear about Godeand J
sus Christ, such love to the gospel that, whenceayot to hear a minister preach, it mattered riai-w
ever he might be, it all seemed sweet. But now lsandepressed that | cannot enjoy the truth asd us
to do.” Do not think, because your wild heat is gothat you have not grown. When we light a fire, w
always put the straw and kindling at the bottond amen we first light it, there is a deal of flanagd a
great deal of smoke. But, afterwards, when the dlgrats hold of the coals, there is not so mucheblaz
but there is really more heat. You may have lostesof your flame and smoke, but you have more solid
fire; we would rather warm our hands by the cola#mtby the straw, for that must soon go. So isth w
divine grace; it begins with a flame which catchiss lighter substances, and lays hold on the inaagin
tion and the passions; but, later in life, it apgpea the judgment, and makes the man one soligh laim
burning fire. He is not a little flame, rising towds heaven, that the wind might blow out with afpléit

he becomes so strong a fire that the wind shallfmuease the flame, and shall make the heat #et-gr
er. So it may be with you. Perhaps you have beaoore solid though you are less fiery.

Do not suppose, when you are depressed, thagfdiner you are not growing in Grace. Many of
God’s plants grow best in the dark, and He oftets poem in the dark to make them grow. When you
are growing upwards, recollect that there is sutthireg as growing downward. You may have had, yes-
terday, a divine manifestation that took you ughe top of the Delectable Mountains. You must not
think you are big because you are up on high, igmpes perched on Alps are pigmies still; and ifiyo
were ever so little, it would not make you any l@igg you were taken to the top of St. Paul’'solf, the
other hand, you are deep down in a mine, do nogimeathat you are any the smaller for that reason.
can tell you that you will often grow faster in tdangeon than on the top of a mountain; but itosan
pleasant place to be in. When our depravity isakageto us, when our desolation of spirit, and witer
hopelessness and powerlessness are uncovered dadmaaifest by God’s Holy Spirit, we grow, | be-
lieve, even faster than we do when, on the wingsecdphs, we are privileged to mount on high. $o, d
not measure your growth in grace by your feelir@mne of you make a kind of barometer of your feel-
ings. Do not do so. If we are in Christ, we areCimrist by faith, and not by feelings; and recolldwit,
whether your feelings are good or bad, you are aceror less a child of God. Your faith, sinner,tasi
you with the Lamb—not your feelings. Trust Him iarkiness; trust Him in distress, lean on Him when
you cannot see Him; and when there seems nothingtoon, still walk, for the ground is firm benbat
the foot of faith.

Just by way of warning, let me urge you not tmkhthat you are growing in grabecause you hap-
pen to be doing a little more for the church exédisn “Oh!” we often say, “now | am progressing, am |
not? | am busy in the Sunday school, laboring liaede; | am preaching; | am doing this, or thatihar
other; now | am truly growing in grace.” Ah! It &proper thing to be diligent in good works, and&o
abounding in acts of righteousness; but if you bégisay, “Now | am growing,” because of this of be
cause of that, you have made a great mistaketdh dfappens that, when we are very full of pulaic |
bors, we are very short in private devotions. | mamfess that it has been so with me—and that is a
very lamentable thing—for then | was not reallywging. A man may have his hands ever so full before
the world, and think he is doing much; but he matbe really growing in grace after all. Do notntki
that this is an excuse for anybody who is not doimgh, you Issachar-like people, like “a strong ass
between two burdens,” too lazy to lift either. | @ot giving you a word of comfort. You are not grow
ing, for you are doing nothing; and those who ar&gl something must not boast of their growth.as h
more to do with private devotion than with publieecise; it has more to do with meditation thanhwit
explanation; it has more to do with contemplatiod adoration than with public service. We must look
more to the state of the internal matters, keepgrivate prayer, and attending to the readinthef
Scriptures. If we do not, however much we may seeprogress outwardly, we are not any richer; we
are only beating out the little gold we had intthimner plate, and spreading it over a wider s@wfdhe
more we do for Christ, the more He will do for bsit let us take heed that, while we water other peo
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ple’s vineyards, our own is not neglected, and thatstones of the hedges are not cast down. May Go
grant you, brethren, to grow in grace!

Il. Now we come to the second thought, THAT GROWTH IRAEZE IS INTIMATELY CON-
NECTED WITH GROWTH “IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AN SAVIOR JESUS
CHRIST.” In fact, there cannot be any grace aeatlept as we know Christ, and there can be no growt
in grace except as we grow in our knowledge of €hWe may always test whether we are growing by
this question—Do | know more of Christ today thadid yesterday? Do | live nearer to Christ today
than 1 did a little while ago? For increase in km®wledge of Christ is the evidence as well asctgse
of true growth in grace. In order to prove thisyill mention one or two Christian virtues, and ywill
see that they must increase as we know more osChri

With regard to lovesome of us say, “How little we love Christ!” Man§you sing—

“Tis a point | long to know,

Oft it causes anxious thought—

Do I love the Lord, or no?

Am | His, or am | not?”
That is a very good hymn—I find no fault with it—tbplease do not sing it too often. Now and then,
you are welcome to it, but get through it as quické you can. | would far rather hear you sing that
grand hymn of Toplady’'s—

“A debtor to mercy alone,

Of covenant mercy | sing;

Nor fear, with Your righteousness on,

My person and offering to bring.”
“Oh!” you say, “I long to grow in love. | want tonlow that | love Jesus. | want to feel my heart goin
out after Him, and my soul knit to Him.” Well, tlveay to grow in love is to know more of Christ. The
more you know of the Savior, the better you muselblim; the more you discover of His beauties, of
His excellences, of His virtues, of His perfectipasd of His glories, the more your soul will bean
towards Him. | tell you, who do not love Christadl, it is because you do not know Him; for if you
knew anything of Him, you would love Him in proport to your knowledge. The more you know of
my Master, the more you will love Him. You have yliifted one corner of the veil that shrouds His
forehead, you have seen but one portion of Hisgesao you love Him; but if you had faith to lifiet
veil entirely, to see all of His blessed countemano mark the majestic sweetness which sits enétro
upon His lofty brow; if you could descant on Hisesywhich are “like the fish pools in Heshbon, Iy t
gate of Bath-Rabbim”—if you could describe Him asnly “altogether lovely,” ah! You would love
Him more. Blessed are the men that improve upomiantance! Jesus Christ is one of those blessed
ones; the more you know of Him, the more you lovenHSweet Jesus! When | first saw You, | loved
You! When first Your wounded hand and bleeding sig&e uncovered to me, then | loved You. Ah!
But that love is nothing compared with what | haaav. And oh! When | shall see You as You are—
when my soul becomes changed into love—the lovavemow shall seem to have been nothing but a
spark compared with that vehement flame of lovectwhishall have to You then. Know more of Christ;
read more of Him; think more of Him; ask about Hnore; because you will be sure to grow in the
grace of love, in proportion as you know more ofi§th

So is it with regard téaith. What is the reason why so many of us groan becawstaith is so fee-
ble? It is because we do not know enough of Chrisére are many people who need to know a great
deal more about Jesus than they know at presedtif dimney knew more about Jesus, they would have
more faith. “Oh!” says one, “when | look at mysdlfthink, ‘Oh, what is to become of me?’ Then |
search to see if there are not some evidencesaoégrThat is all wrong! You have no business taklo
there; you will not grow in faith by looking at ymelf. One look at Jesus is worth fifty at yourséif
you would have more faith, keep your eye on JeBus.wounds of Christ on Calvary are the mothers of
faith; these are the breasts from which faith nawatv its nourishment. If you would grow in faithgly
must live near to the cross. The sweet flower d@hfavas first sown in Christ’s precious blood, ahd
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must be watered by it every day. Know more of Ghtilsnk more of Him; and your faith will increase.
Your little faith would soon get strong if you lidenore on Jesus. If you would become Great-hegrts b
and by, and knock those giants about as terribllasGreat-heart did of old, live near to Jesusge i
with Jesus; feast at His banqueting table; forehemno food so strengthening to the spirit adlegsh of
your Lord, and no wine can so invigorate your sithe blood of Jesus Christ your Savior.

So is it with regard to owourage;for that is a Christian grace and one in which mareyterribly
deficient. Our Christian courage will always ingean proportion as we know Christ. We have far too
many timid Christians who have not courage enouglas about to say, to speak to a cheese-mite; they
would not be able to profess the name of Chrisbrigethe smallest creature in the world; they would
almost be ashamed to declare that they loved thi®iSaven within bare walls, for fear some bircdtloé
air should hear them, and go and tell the taleyTdre so ashamed of their own faith (and yet re&
faith) that they scarcely dare to speak. The srsiadine in the road would make them stumble;aastr
would be almost as great to them as a range of tamsnlike the Himalayas would be to others; they
would be entirely cast out of the road if they hiagl least prospect that there could be a shadawan
them to pass by. It is because we do not know dnoti§hrist that we are afraid of anything. | beée
that, when we come truly to know Christ, we shalldfraid of nothing at all. Shall we be afraid cinf?

No; we shall say, “Whether it is right to obey Gather than man, judge you.” Shall we be afraithef
devil when we know Christ? No; we shall say, “Chhias the devil chained, and He can always pull the
dog of hell in when he attempts to bite us. Chness hold of the dragon, and he cannot inflict deepe
wounds than Christ wills.” We shall not be afraittlte messenger of death, for we shall regard lFm a
an angel of the covenant sent to fetch God’s peopleo heaven. Courage will always be increased in
proportion as we know more of Jesus; and if weddalve Christ for our daily and hourly Companion,

| believe all the hosts of hell, marshaled in leativould no more frighten us than would a floclspfall
birds that might settle upon our path, but we stiady, “In the name of the Lord, we will destroy
them.” If you would have more true Christian cowwaget more of “the knowledge of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ.”

So is it with regard to oureal,which is a grace sadly lacking in these times. éfwwould be more
zealous, we must live nearer to Christ. If the $bman were to come now, would He find zeal upon
the earth? His own question was, “Shall He findhf2ii But would He find zeal? It would be difficult
even for Him to discover much of it among Chrissiaihere is sound orthodoxy, but no zeal; there is
heterodoxy, but still no zeal. Where do you firfljust here and there. There is a remnant, acgai@in
the election of grace, who are zealous for God, iouthese times, we are sorry to say it, relignas
degenerated into a kind of formality. It is a fastable thing to be pious. We have been going dhen
same track as other people; there is an old cgrand we all drive along it. We have kept on a& th
same pace as our fathers; but, oh! If we knew rabfehrist, we would have more zeal.

| cannot think it possible for men to lack zealemtthey know Christ. They would then say, “Did my
Savior shed His blood for me, and shall | fear eteedie for Him? Did He come all the way from heav-
en to earth to save souls, and shall not | alsk sewin them for Him?” Should we have so many lazy
preachers if they had more of Christ in their h&aif they understood more of Jesus, should we bave
many slothful, sluggish members in our churchegh wo many who can make any excuse rather than
labor for Christ, patching up any empty apologyitibeness? No; brethren, if we knew more of the-Sav
ior, if we had more frequent visions of Him, if waw Him more often on His cross, and viewed Him
more frequently sitting with the crown upon His dewe should say, “I vow revenge against my sloth;
all I can do will be too little for so good a Lord—

“All that | am, and all | have,
Shall be forever Thine;

Whatever my duty bids me give,
My cheerful hands resign.

Yet if | might make some reserve,
And duty did not call,
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I love my God with zeal so great,
That | should give Him all.””

It is no use to try to get more zeal except inrtgbt way, knowing more of Christ; and if we seek t
grow in zeal as certain people we might mentiorehdane, we shall have a zeal like a house onifire;
will do more mischief than it will do good. Thereagnbe some heat, and a great deal of illuminaban;
it will die away, by and by, into black ashes, poisg the churches everywhere. | have seen a certai
kind of revival in England, and | can always telhave such “revivals” have been by the scarred stfate
the places after them. These so-called “revivadsiehbeen worked by excitable meetings, held by sun-
dry preachers who have invented strange doctrimgshave said nothing about the grace of God. They
have for a time stirred up the people to a kindetijiousfuror, and they have left behind them a very
desert. Before them it was like a garden of thedl.@wut behind them barrenness and desolation. The
church has been divided; there has been a reaetmmhthe people have sunk into the most lamentable
condition. If we would have true zeal, it must hethe preaching of the good old doctrine, proclaigni
Jesus Christ and Him crucified; for anything elsenes of the devil, and to hell it shall tend; gsue
shall be destruction, and not salvation. But if keep to the truth of God, there will be “revival”
enough. We want nothing but the good old-fashiogespel to stir the world again. Though men have
tried new schemes, God will not own them. All théseesies must be swept away, and the true gos-
pel—distinguishing grace of God in all the sovengygof election—must yet again be preached; and
when it is preached in all its fullness, then stial church be zealous, and then shall Zion aasd,
shake herself from the dust, and put on her bedgrments.

Further, if we would grow also ithhe grace of brotherly kindnessge must know more of Christ. O
beloved, we must lament that there is too littletherly kindness in the world! There is a greatl déa
that mawkish, mistaken kindness which says, “Wetmaser say anything contrary to anybody else’s
opinion. If we know of a doctrinal error, we mugitrexpose it, because love of our brethren implies
that, even if they are wrong, we would not tellnthef it.” But | think true brotherly kindness isvadys
to preach the truth, and tell our brethren wheey tre wrong, and give them the opportunity ofigett
set right; to preach whatever we believe to be, tamel to maintain what God has taught us; and then,
after all, to say, “Well, brother, you differ frome. | am not infallible; I still love you.” But tlhas no
love which makes us hide the truth. True love midlke us honest, zealous, and affectionate.

Why don’t we love one another as much as we oughi® because we do not love the Savior
enough, and we have not seen enough of Him. Ifagekimown more of the Savior, | am sure we should
love Him better. | met with a strange idea wherdieg. a book by old Burroughs, the other day. He
says, “If Jesus Christ were to come down to Hisrdmunow, He would see some of His children with
black eyes; some others would be seen scratchibe ilace, and some bruised all over. He would gsay t
them, ‘What have you been doing?’ If one shouldaans‘Lord, | have been fighting with my brother,
and he did this;’ the Lord would say, ‘Childrenarfe family fight! The birds of one nest disagreewvH
sad it is!” It is a strange thought, but it may &erofitable one; for if our Lord Jesus ChristdnHis
people quarrelling, what will He say? You may rerbema story | have told you before. An old Scotch
elder had been disputing with his minister at atered’ meeting. He said some hard things, and almost
broke the minister’s heart. Afterwards, he went epand the minister went home too. The next morn-
ing, when the elder came down his wife said to Kiat, Jan! You look very sad this morning; what's
the matter wi’ you?” “Ah!” he said, “you would b&d too if you had had such a dream as I've had.”
“Weel, and what did you dream about?” “Oh! | dredmehad been at an elders’ meeting, and | said
some hard things, and grieved the minister; arftbasent home, | thought he died, and went to heaven
A fortnight after, | thought | died, and that | weo heaven, too; and when | got to the gates af/ée,
out came the minister, and put out his hand to evele me, saying, ‘Come alang, Jan, there’s nae strif
up here, and I'm happy to see you.” The elder werthe minister to beg his pardon, but he fourad th
he was dead; and he laid it so to heart that, wighfortnight, the elder himself departed; anddustl
not wonder if he did meet the minister at heavegate, and hear him say, “Come along, Jan, theess n
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strife up here.” It will be well for us to recollethat there is no strife up there. Glorified saihtive no
strife among themselves; and we would love onetamanore in brotherly kindness if we thought more
of heaven, and more of our blessed Jesus.

Lastly, there is another grace in which we neegrtav; that isthe grace of humilityl am sure we
would increase in that grace if we lived neare€Ctuist. O humility, most precious thing, you areshno
rare! He who talks most of it has least of it. Heowpreaches of it best full often is least the scipf its
power. O humility! | have sometimes thought thati yeere a phantom, and that pride was the reality.
Humility, where are you? The depths of poverty $&pu are not in me,” for the poor are often proud.
The heights of riches say, “You are not here, tfer rich are often proud, too. O humility! You anet
to be found in science, for philosophy puffs up.uYare not to be found in ignorance, for that is the
mother of pride. O humility, where can | find yoWhere are you? Nowhere can | see you, or know
what you are, except | sit at the feet of Jesud,mhold myself a lost, ruined sinner purchasedliby
vine love. If you, dear friend, would be truly hul@pyou must look at your Savior, for then you will
say—

“Alas! and did my Savior bleed?

And did my Sovereign die?

Would He devote that sacred head

For such a worm as |?”
You will never feel yourself such a worm as wheynfdith, you see your Savior dying for you; youlwil
never know your own nothingness so well as whensemiyour Savior's greatness. When you grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior s)€durist, you will be sure to grow in humility.
Growing Christians think themselves nothing, buit)-§rown Christians think themselves less than
nothing; and the nearer we get to Jesus, the ansalewill appear to be. Self and Christ can never
come close together. When | stand near self, Cisr@nall; when | stand near Christ, self is snmidhy
God grant to you, dear friends, to grow in the kiealge of Christ! Read the Scriptures more. Seek
more the influences of the Holy Spirit upon theersd more time in devotion; ask God the Holy Spirit
to give you a fresh sight of Calvary; be more oft@nthe mount of transfiguration, in the gardersuit
fering, in the hall of agony, under the cross afcdixion; live with Jesus, and near to Him; and so
changed from glory to glory as by the Spirit of thard, you shall each one of you grow unto theustat
of a perfect man or woman in Christ Jesus.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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