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ENCOURAGE YOUR MINISTER!
NO. 537

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON SUNDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 18, 1863,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT CORNWALL ROAD CHAPEL, BAYSWATER.

“Encourage him.”
Deuteronomy 1:38.

MOSES could not conduct the people into the prochisead. Nor can the law bring any man to
heaven. The law may lead a man out of the Egypio$in, and it may bring him into the wilderne$s o
conviction; there it may provide him with food, andurish him with some little comfort, but the law
can never give rest to the spirit. Into Canaan, é8asan never conduct the Israel of God. This wias le
for Joshua, whose name, you know, is but anothrer @ the name Jesus. As Joshua, alone, could drive
the Canaanites out of the land, and give a potbaall the seed of Israel, so Jesus, alone, cam rgist
unto the heirs of heaven. Moses cannot do it. Hg se& the promised land, but he can never enter it.
Legal convictions may be accompanied with somerégtowards divine things, yes, and some appre-
hensions of their sweetness, too; but the ultineajeyment, the rest which remains for the people of
God, can only come to the believer through JesusClee here the weakness of the law. It is bl a
to bring us to our rest. “By the works of the lawal no flesh living be justified.” Fly then, to sles; for
He is the Captain of our salvation, by whom oursfehall be subdued, and our everlasting inheritance
secured!

It is not, however, my purpose to explore thegstictruth which is couched beneath; | confine my-
self this morning to thenoral on the surface. Joshua was a young man in compangh Moses. He
was about to undertake the burdensome task of cowfintpa great people. He had, moreover, the diffi-
cult enterprise of leading them into the promisaadl and chasing out the nations which possesked it
The Lord commanded Moses, therefore, to encouragkud, that in the prospect of great labor he
might not be dismayed. This teaches us, | thinkf BOD, EVEN OUR GOD, IS GRACIOUSLY
CONSIDERATE OF HIS SERVANTS, and would have theniliged for high enterprise with good
courage. He does not send them as a tyrant woaltl ssoldier upon an errand for which he is not ca-
pable; nor does He afterward withhold His sucocomgétful of the straits to which they may be redljce
but He is very careful of His servants, and wilt ket one of them perish. He counts them as théeagfp
His eye, keeps them at all hours, and defends frmmall dangers. Why is this? The Lord our God has
strong reasons for being thus considerate of Higasés. Are they natlis children?ls He not their Fa-
ther? Does He not love them? If all human loveddtbe put together, they would scarcely make a drop
in a bucket compared with the oceans of love widcda the Father has towards His children! All moth-
ers’ loves, all the loves of friends, of brothergl @f sisters, of husbands and of wives—if all ghite-
gether, would be a molehill, and compared withttdveering mountain of the divine love which God the
Father has towards His chosen. We are—and there ather figure which sets forth the whole length
and breadth of that love—we are as dear to Godssry-begotten Son, Jesus Christl—

“So dear, so very dear, to God | cannot dearer be;
The love wherewith He loves His Son, such is Hisédor me!”

“As the Father has loved Me, even so have | lovadysaid Christ. Now, none of us would send a
child of ours upon a difficult enterprise withoutibg anxious for his welfare. We would not put him
upon a trial beyond his strength, without, at tame time, guaranteeing to stand at his side, arke ma
his strength equal to his day. Moreover, the Fatherself is concerned as to His honor in all thagyh
do. If any servant of God shall fall, then God’s naimelespised. The daughters of Philistia would re-
joice, and the inhabitants of Ekron triumph. “Akta,” they would say, “so we would have it! God’s
servants are put to the rout; Jehovah was nottaldgve them victory. They trusted in Him, and they

Volume 9 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. 1




2 Encourage Your Minister! Sermon #537

were confounded. They rested upon Him, and thdytdehe ground.” Think not that the heavenly Fa-
ther will ever permit this to be said. Will He evaand forth His servants to let them fall by thadhaf

the adversary? He is too jealous of His great natiiehonor is too much concerned ever to permd thi
You feeble ones, to whom God has given to do sufter for His name’s Sake, rest assured that e ha
His eyes upon you now. He cannot leave you, urtiessan cease to be “God over all, blessed forever.”
He cannot forget you, for His heart of love canerashange, and the relationship which He has tasvard
you can never be dissolved. Belov&hd the Fathercares for His children because they are His chil-
dren, and because His honor is concerned in thew. ddveet the thought—if | fail, God fails—if | suc-
ceed, being God’s sent servant, God has all therh@ould | lean on Him and fail, then to that degr
God’s purpose is not fulfilled, God’s promise ist kept, and God’s nature is not glorified! Oh, when
you can fall back on the name, the renown, the ebayacter of God; when you can say, as Moses said
upon the Mount, “What will You do for Your greatma?” When you can plead as Luther did, “Lord,
this is no quarrel of mine, it is Yours! You knovol did put me to speak against Your foes, and fiow i
You leave me, where is Your truth?” When you camaglwith God in this way, surely He will rescue
you. You cannot fail when your cause is God’s chuse

Nor is the Divine Father alone concerned. Is netS3bn of Godconcerned in the welfare of His
brothers and sisters? He Hasught them with His bloodrhat which a man dearly purchases he will
highly prize. If he did not, it would be as muchtasonfess that he had paid too costly a sum faatw
he bought. You are bought with a price. A pricenteadous enough; the King of Glory gave His heart’s
blood to redeem poor worms like ourselves, but Hengver confess that He gave too much for us! In
love He will esteem the purchase equal to the ptliegoaid. The love and the price are both infinits.

He looks upon any one of His people, He says, “@lieMy purchase,” and He values you not so much
for what you are intrinsically worth, as becausesdes the drops of His own blood upon you. “There,”
He says, “is the travail of My soul; there is theike satisfaction My Father gives Me for the sufigs
| endured.” Do you think that when He thus values $¢rvants He will leave them without His help? It
cannot be! Moreoveour blessed Lord has passed through precisely thesg troublesto which He
calls His people. “We have not a high priest whigmnot be touched with the feeling of our infirmi-
ties.” “He was in all points tempted like as we,aret without sin.” The thorn in your foot piercétis
heel before it touched you. The sorrow which sehdstears gushing from your eyes have first of all
swollen His heart—

“In every pang that rends the heart,

The Man of Sorrows had a part.”
“In all their affliction He was afflicted, and thengel of His presence saved them.” If you have been
widowed, you feel a compassion for those who aoeidint into the like state, to which others who have
never passed through it are strangers. Were youaefatherless child? | know you will love orphans.
Now our Lord and Master was forsaken of His Fathkly God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?” He says. He has gone all the length of hunmaad, gand therefore, it is not possible that Hewdto
be inconsiderate concerning any one of His beloved!

Do you not know, to crown this point, that everyideer is actuallya part of ChristAVe are mem-
bers of His body, of His flesh, and of His bonesré/the poor servants of God at Damascus persecut-
ed? Christ suffered. “Saul, Saul, why do you parseigle?” To this very day our Head is in sympathy
with us—

“He feels at His heart all our sighs and our groans
For we are most near Him, His flesh and His bones.”

Do you think the Head will not care for the memBeshall | let my finger fester uncared for, uritil i
needs to be cut away? Not while my brain can thimkny tongue can speak! And Jesus, as long as He
can see His people, and His tongue can make aescé@ssion, will not let even the lowest member of
His mystical body suffer for lack of supplies. Even God cared for Joshua, so does Christ careofor y
this morning, beloved member of the body of Christ!

Is not this sufficient argument—the Father’s instrand the Son’s? If not, rememikée most
blessed Spirit. He dwells in all the people of GHdw can He dwell in them and not be mindful of
them? We forget the sick and the poor becauseltheyn a back street, and we do not pass there; bu
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you could not have poverty pining in your own hgqudkink, without readiness to relieve it! You wdu
not have sickness lying in your own chamber withghawing sympathy. Now, our body is the house of
the Holy Spirit. He dwells in the body as in a téep@nd do you think that He will see His people-la
guish for lack of divine grace while He is presenth them? Can it be that He will walk in them agee
them famish, perceive their lack and destitutiord aot supply their needs? Dream not so harshilgeof
tender and blessed Spirit, whose name is “the Cuderfd Be it never forgotten that is His office to
supply the needs of God’s peagleis the Holy Spirit's business to see after slants. “If | go away,”
said Jesus, “I will send the Comforter to you.”I80g as they had the personal presence of the lerd
sus Christ, the disciples could want for nothing.l8ng as He had a crust of bread, they had Hdtffel
had a place where to lay His head at any time giliem by charity, they could rest with Him. “Where |
am there shall also My servant be,” was Christiarig rule. When He went away, then, they were left
like orphans until the Spirit of God came as anotbemforter, “Who would abide with them forever.”
Do you think that the Holy Spirit will neglect Hidffice? O you weak and trembling believer, do you
imagine that God the Holy Spirit will be negligeaftHis sacred trust? Can you suppose that He has un
dertaken what He cannot, or will not, perform? Ndwt is His business to work in you, to strengthe
you, to illuminate you, to comfort you, do you sopp He has forgotten you? Why say you, O Jacob,
and speak, O Israel, “My way is hid from the Loadd my judgment is passed over by my God? Have
you not known, have you not heard, that the evignig€50d, the Creator of the ends of the eartimt$ai
not, neither is weary.” You are near to Him; novs ldiyes are upon you. Like as a father pities his ch
dren, even so the Lord pities you; and like as ¢éheraenderly comforts her suckling, even so thedLo
loves you; the heart of His love is yearning oveu,ypitying your sufferings, ready to help you iouy
distresses. Trust in Him, and He will surely enega you, and with your fears exchanged for faithy y
shall triumph over every foe, and realize everyee!

Observe welhow farthe tender consideration of God for His servantsrals! He not only consid-
ers their outward state, and the absolute intedddtseir condition, but He remembers their spiraad
loves to see them of good courage. Some peoplk ithensmall thing for a believer to be full of duta
and fears, but | do not think so. | perceive frdns text that my Master would not have you entashgle
with fears. He would have you without fear, withaldubt, without sorrow; He says, “Encourage
him”—as much as if He had told Moses that it wasnaportant thing for His servant Joshua to have his
courage duly sustained. My Master does not thinkgigly of your unbelief as you do. You are de-
sponding this morning; well, this is a grievous teatMy Lord loves not to see your countenance kad.
was a law, you remember, of Ahasuerus, that nostroelld come into the king’'s court dressed in
mourning; but it is not the law of my Master, faumay come mourning as you are; but still He would
have you put off those rags, and that sackclothsdioely there is much reason to rejoice. Rejaicthe
Lord always! Be of good courage! Wait on the Ldad,He will renew your strength!

The Christian must have his spirits sustainedrdeothat he may glorify the Lord. If his spiriteea
kept up, he will be able to endure trial upon tridé comes to the fire, but it will never kindleamphim
when his faith is firm. He walks through the rivebosit the floods never overflow him while he caolo
to his God. The sweetest songs believers ever &@vihose they sing at night. God’s people arethike
nightingale—their music is best heard when theisigone down. Oh, how much depends on your spirit
being supported! Let the spirit sink, and a litileuble lays like a dead weight upon the soul. @ t
other hand, if faith is firm, tons of troubles bewlight as a feather. Unless the spirits of Gaaisple
are sustainedhey will dishonor their Godthey will think harsh things of Him, and perhapsyt will
speak harsh things against Him, and so the holyer@nGod will not be had in good reput®hat a bad
example it is!This disease of doubt and discouragement is asheBpc that soon spreads among the
Lord’s flock. One downcast believer makes dozermks gasphobiais a contagious species of madness
as soon are men are bitten with it; if there is doebt of the promise of God; straightway a whala-c
gregation will begin to foam with like doubts! WhE®aul was in the ship and took bread and atetiten
midst of the storm, then all the crew were encoedadput if Paul had been downcast, then, from the
captain to the smallest cabin boy, there would Hseen great distress. Oh, be of good courage &r th
sake of your brothers and sisters in Christ! Wheun would say a hard or bitter thing, keep it bask a
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David did, lest you should offend the generatiorGold’s people. “When | thought to know this, it was
too painful for me.” Unless your courage is kept 8ptan will be too much for yoMly experience
teaches me that the cowardly old tempter alwaysesoapon us when we are in our worst state. If he
would but meet msometimesl could drive him as chaff before the wind; bet \uill always meet me
when an attack of bile, or some domestic troubtell didings in the camp, hinder my cheerfulness.
Then, sure enough, in some dark, narrow lane, stdme arch-enemy, with his sword drawn, and he
swears he will spill the blood of my soul! But just the heart be right, let the spirit be joyfialGod my
Savior, and the joy of the Lord shall be your sfgtanand no fiend of hell shall make headway agains
you!

BesidesJabor is lightto a man of cheerful spirit! You can work all daydaalmost all night when
the spirit is right—but once let the heart sink amdir soul lack encouragement—and then, you grow
weary and cry, “Would God it were evening, and shadows were drawn out, that we might rest from
our toil.” Success waits upon cheerfulness! The mvho toils rejoicing in his God, believing with all
his heart, has success guaranteed! He who sowspm $hall reap in joy. He who trusts in the Lord an
laughs at impossibilities, shall soon find thatréhare no impossibilities to laugh at! To the mérowvs
confident in Jehovah, all things are possiblesIthus of paramount importance that the spiritthef
Christian should be constantly kept up. God so idens it. Thus says the Lord, “Encourage him."—
“Make the good man’s heart glad; make the belisugg with joy;encourage him!”

II. Secondly, we remark that GOD USES HIS OWN PEOPLEEINICOURAGE ONE ANOTH-
ER. He did not say to the angel, “Gabriel, ther®Misservant Joshua, about to take the people iato C
naan—fly down and encourage him.” God never worksdhess miracles; if His purposes can be ac-
complished by ordinary means, He will certainly @oplish them without using miraculous energy!
Gabriel would have not been half so well fitted fbe work as Moses. A brother's sympathy is more
precious than an angel’s embassy. The angel, eftwifing, had better known the Master’s bidding than
the people’s temper. An angel had never experietlvedardness of the road, nor seen the fiery ser-
pents, nor had he led the stiff-necked multitudéhm wilderness. Moses felt it all. For my pargnh
glad to think that God does His work by man. Itegws such a bond of brotherhood. We must be de-
pendent on one another. We need condolence inriy gnd we invite companionship in our joys. So,
being mutually dependent on one another’s countanand counsel, we are fused more completely into
one mass, and made more thoroughly one family.

To whom, then, should this work of encouragingpgkeple be committed? Surdlye eldersshould
do it; those of riper years than their fellowsnbkv some aged persons, who whenever they see @ youn
Christian, make it a point to inform him of all tdéficulties and perils of the road. LiKdistrustand
Timorous they have always a doleful story to tell abowd #ay to heaven. This was the old style of
Christians in many of our Churches. For my pathink that the aged Christian is better employed in
looking after the lambs of the flock, and tryingdarry them in their bosoms. Talk cheerily to tloeiyg
and anxious inquirer; lovingly try to remove stuimglblocks out of his way. When you find a spark of
divine grace in the heart, kneel down and blowtt ia flame. Leave the young believer to discokier t
roughness of the road by degrees. Tell him of trength which dwells in God, of the sureness of the
promise, of the delightfulness of fellowship witksiis, of the charms of communion with Christ. Entic
the young Christian on, as good mothers teach tindidren to walk by holding out here a sweet, and
there some tempting thing, that they may put ttremmbling feet one after the other, and at lastwkno
how to walk. I would that every Church had manyh&fse aged brothers and sisters, fathers and rsother
in Israel, who take this for their motto wheneuesyt see a young Christian,—“Encourage him.” | know
of nothing more inspiriting than to hear the expece of a gray-headed saint. | have found much spir
itual comfort in sitting at the feet of my venemlgirandfather, more than 80 years of age. Theihastl
saw him, | said to him, “I suppose you have hadyraals, Grandfather?” He said, “I have not had to
many, and the most of what | have had, | have nmageelf.” “And do you think that God will ever
leave His people?” | asked. “No,” he said, “foH& would leave one of them, He would have left me,
but He is a faithful God, and | have proved Hinr, fiave known His love more than 70 years, and yet
He has been faithful to me. Not one good thingfadsd of all that the Lord God has promised.” Why,
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it comes home to the hearts of us young peoplenaaices us feel that we have found something which
it is safe to depend upon when those who have tfopagh the valley can bear such a word of testimo-
ny as this! Do not let a word of peevishness comiteod your mouth, my aged brothers and sisters; let
no syllable of complaining ever escape you. Letryoouth be filled with your Lord’s praises and with
His honor all the day, and so you will encouradestd.

Not the aged only, buhe wise inthe family should be comforters. All believers a@ equal in
knowledge. Some are quick of apprehension in theswd the Lord; they rapidly acquire doctrinal
knowledge; and experiential knowledge comes to thatim a brighter light than it does to duller intel
lects. There are in all our Churches those who meilebe doctors of divinity, though they know hg
well that they are sinners, and that Christ sakkemt and so their acceptance is secured. If ydutdal
them about the mysteries of the gospel, they witinsget into depths where they lose their footfng,
they have not learned to swim. Perhaps they wilenée able to understand, or at least to appesciat
the doctrine of election. Now, wiser men should kextp their knowledge to themselves; above all they
should not use it to criticize. | could tell of mamo carry knowledge like a sword. They listenhe t
sermon, and when they meet some friend who gaingtieagood from it, they will quibble. They say,
“Oh, the first or the third point | did not thinkuge sound.” They will be sure to have somethingdyg
that will knock the bread from the mouths of thed® are willing to feed! They are more knowing than
wise. Moses was wise in doctrinal knowledge. Withatvconsummate wisdom he addressed Joshua.
“Be strong and of a good courage—for you must gih whis people unto the land which the Lord has
sworn unto their fathers to give them; and youlstelse them to inherit it. And the Lord, He itwbo
does go before you; He will be with you, He willtrfail you, neither forsake you—fear not, neither b
dismayed.” Oh, you, who have searched the Scriptim®ugh, and know its promises—you who have
been among these beds of spices, and whose garsmeelisof frankincense, be sure to quote the prom-
ises of God to trembling hearts, and especiallthtse engaged in arduous labor for the Master. Com-
fort them! Repeat the doctrine of God'’s faithfulsiesay to them, “He will be with you; He will ncif
you, neither forsake you—fear not, neither be digd# Oh, that the wise-hearted in the Lord’s famil
would be thus employed at all times!

Nor can | doubt that thbappier sort of Christians ought always to be engaged mfoding the
mournful and sorrowing. You know whom | mean; theyes always sparkle; wherever they go, they
carry lamps bright with animation, sunshine gleamtheir faces; they live in the light of God’s c¢ua-
nance. We have some of a more somber countenamoe,pgople, too; they always see the black side
of affairs. Now, you who are happy, try to encoerdilgose who are downcast. Oh, dear friends, | am
afraid we neglect this duty, many of us. You wdlys“How can | perform it?” Always speak a kind
word; find out those who are weary, and give thewoad of consolation! Even a smile from your face
may do them good. Do not avoid them because treynatancholy, but rather pursue them. Hunt them
out, do not let them be quiet in their nest of tlsprbut if the Lord has given it to you to soarftaioto
the clear blue ether, try to carry your friend wythu, and lift him above the clouds! Suppose yaude
is on a hill and he lives down in the marsh, ask ko climb the hill and stay with you. Perhaps you
have the keys of the promise; use the key and tpedoor for him. It is just possible that you ntiag
in the upper story where you can see further amdldemore of the blessed land. Ask him to come up
from his cellar and walk on the roof of your palaaed scan the prospect through your telesctifre,
courage hind

Let the brother of low degree be likewise encoudalgge these who arech among you. You may
frequently breathe comfort into a desponding spiyitseasonable help. The destitute will think hilinse
rich upon your leavings. Perhaps your poor brothieks you look down upon him because you are bet-
ter off than he is—try to prevent his thinking #oGod has blessed you with a good position in Rrov
dence, be ready to encourage those who are poaresaty. Oh, if all these things | have been counsel
ing should be put in practice, what a vast amotiitappinessby God’s grace, would bereated! Our
Churches would be more like families. | do not Ipeople to come into a place of worship like so ynan
icebergs floating out to sea, and wishing to aweagdh other, but | like to see all distinctions leok
down, except the distinctions of superior gracel, gnose only observed because one brother hagncast
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more to the common treasury of the Church of stitiches than another can do! I like those wlaw fe
the Lord to speak often to one another. We arengeihto a bad state when they who fear the Lord
speak ofteragainstone another. | believe that this one practice @abaraging each other might restore
to the Churches that holyaternity and blessed love which once distinguished thenm Isare this
would enrich you all. It is by commerce that coiegrgrow rich. France sends her exports to England,
and England repays her with abundance. The labtineohumble, and the skill and enterprise of the
lofty contribute to the great commonwealth. An extaofpe of thought tends to help. A streamhofy
wealthwould flow through our Churches if each one woiddlsthe other out with this aim of holy en-
couragement. How many a good thing is stranglebirih! How many a good enterprise is dashed to
pieces on the shoals before it gets out to seablirage that loving-hearted sister who thinks thet s
might at least take an infant-class in the Sunadypal; encourage that aged woman who has but little
talent, but who yet might go from house to houseattend the sick. Encourage that poor struggling
tradesman who would do something for the Mastieitould by any means be delivered from the con-
stant cares which harass him. Encourage everytBauhas a spark of divine grace in it! Labor ttphe
others and you shall find a most gracious returyioar own soul. God encourages you, Christ encour-
ages you as He points to the heaven He has wopotorThe Spirit encourages you as He works in you
to will and to do of His own will and pleasure. Thact the divine part and go forth to encouragersth
according to the motto, “Encourage him.”

II1. 1'advance to THE OBJECTIVE that is uppermost inmmgd. It struck me, some six weeks ago,
that | might say a few things to my brother’s cagstion which he might not like to say himsggfoth-
er Spurgeon was preaching at CORNWALL ROAD CHAPBIAYSWATER] and that as his was a new enter-
prise—and | am sure all our hearts anxiously desttee very richest success—I might possibly tties
liberty of saying a few things to you, the congtegaclustering around this pulpit, which may befus
in the future of the Church. | shall speak of hisaastranger, as | would speak of any other youag m
anxious to build up a Church, and glorify his Mastédelieve there is a special occasion for thereise
of this duty of encouraging one another in the adgdbe minister and Church in this place. It Besh
enterprise surrounded with peculiar difficultiesdalemanding special labor. “Why,” you say, “shoald
minister need encouraging®e have plenty of troubles all the week long with dosses here, and
crosses theraye need encouragements, but surely ministers do @dt!”if you want to have a refuta-
tion of that idea, you had better come into thigppwand occupy it a little time! If you would like ex-
change, | would truly say that, as far as the pleasf my voice is concerned, apart from the gpmatit
joy my Lord gives me, | would change places witbra@ssing-sweeper, or a man who breaks stones on
the road! Let a man carry out the office of a Gfais minister aright, and he will never have anstre
“God help,” says Richard Baxter, “the man who tisitlke minister has an easy life.” Why, he works not
only all day, but in his sleep you will find him eging for his congregation—starting in his sleefhwi
his eyes filled with tears, as if he had the weighthis congregation’s sins resting on his heant a
could not bear the load. | would not be that mathan ministry who does not feel himself so feasfull
responsible that if he could escape from the miyisy going with Jonah into the depths of the $en,
would cheerfully do it; for if a minister is whaetshould be, there is such a weight of solemn conce
such a sound of trembling in his ears, that he dahbose any profession or any work, however ardu-
ous, sooner than the preacher’s post! “If the watmh warns them not, they shall perish, but theiod!
will | require at the watchman’s hands.” To sit doand ponder over the question—“Am | free of his
blood?” is terrible! | have sometimes thought | thisve a day or two of rest, but | frankly confésast
rest is very little rest to me, for | think | heidwe cries of perishing souls, the wailings of ¢pigoing
down to hell, who chide me thus—"“Preacher, can ngsii”? Minister, can you be silent? Ambassador of
Jesus, can you cast aside the robes of your offipe&nd to your work again!”

As Mr. Whitefield said, when he thought of the rsiny, and what was concerned in it, he wanted to
stand on the top of every hackney coach in Londwhpmeach the gospel as he rode along. It is a work
so solemn that if you do not encourage your minigteur minister will probably sink down in desgair
Remember that the man, himself, needs encouragebem#use he is weak. Who is sufficient for these
things? To serve in any part of the spiritual aisigangerous, but to be a captain is to be doubly e
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posed. The most of the shots are aimed at theeodfidf Satan can find a flaw in our characternttie
will be, “Publish it, publish it, publish it!” If b can lead us to keep back a doctrine, or go amjssac-
tice, or wander in experience, he is glad enoughwdelighted is the devil to break the vessels ef-m
cy. Pray for the poor man, whom you expose to perfsyou do not preserve him by supplication! If
there were a ship at sea stranded and broken om¢ks, and someone volunteered to carry a rope to
the sinking crew, you, standing on the shore, caldcho more—I think you could not do less—than
cry, “O God, help him to bear the rope to that westship.” Pray for the minister, and encourage, him
for there are plenty tdiscouragehim! There are always carping spirits abroad whibremind him of
any fault; he will be afflicted by those cowardsombill not dare to sign their names to a lettet, $end

it to him anonymously! And then, there is the dewiho, the moment the man has got out of the pulpit
will say, “There is a poor sermon! You will neveard to preach it again.” After he has been preachin
for weeks, there will come a suggestion, “You awein your proper sphere of labor.” There are aits

of discouragements to be met with. Professing @ans will backslide. Those who do remain will ofte
be inconsistent, and he will be sighing and cryimdnis closet, while you, perhaps, are thanking God
that your souls have been fed under him. Encouyage minister, | pray you, wherever you attend—
encourage him for your own sakes! A discouragedstanis a serious burden upon the congregation.
When the fountain gets out of order, you cannoeekfo find water at any of the taps; and if thaiszi

ter is not right, it is something like a steam @&egin a great factory—everybody’s loom is idle whiea
power is out of order. See that he is resting upod and receiving His divine power and you will all
know, each Sunday, the benefit of it. This is thast thing you can do. There are many other things
which may cause you expense, effort, time—buwdrtoourageyour minister is so easy, so simple a mat-
ter, that | may well press upon you to do it!

Perhaps you will say, “Well, if it is so simple agdsy, tell us, who are expecting to settle down in
this place, how we can encourage the minister 'h&ell, you can do it in several ways. You can en-
courage himby very constant attendandBy the way, looking round here, I think | knownse of the
persons present who belong to neighboring chapétat business have you here? Why did you leave
your own minister? If | see one come into my plaoen the congregation of another brother in the-min
istry, 1 would like to give him a flea in his earch as he may never forget! What business havdaoyou
leave your minister? If everyone were to do so, ldiscouraged the poor man would be! Just because
somebody happens to come into this neighborhood,with be leaving your seats? A compliment to
me, you say. | thank you for it; but now, in retuket me give you this advice—these who are going
from place to place are of no use to anybody; bosé are the truly useful men who, when the sesvant
of God are in their places, keep to theirs, ancéVetrybody see that whoever discourages the ministe
theywill not, for they appreciate his ministry!

Again, let me say, by often beimgyesent at the prayer meetingsu can encourage the minister.
You can always tell how a Church is getting on lg prayer meetings. | will almost prophecy the kind
of sermon on the Sunday from the sort of prayertmg®n the Monday! If many come up to the house
of God and they are earnest, the pastor will gdeasing from on High; it cannot but be, for Gocop
the windows of heaven to believing prayer! Nevérttaplead for your pastor in your closet. Oh, dea
friends, when you mention a father’'s name, andild’'smame, let the minister's name come forth,;too
give him a large share in your heart, and bothrimape and public prayer, encourage him! Encourage
him, again, byetting him know if you have received any good, if there should come into this house
of prayer, a sinner needing a Savior, and not knguwhe way, and my brother’'s words shall point him
to the Savior’s cross; if he should be the mearshofving you what faith means, and of leading you t
believe in Him, who has reconciled us unto God Iy d¢ath, do not conceal the good news—come and
tell it! The best way to do it will be by propositgbe united with the Church in fellowship. Ouru@th
meeting nights, when we receive fresh candidatesfeilowship, are the harvest nights in the Crarst
ministry! Then, we see how God’s cause prospeairhand; but if many in the Church who have been
converted fail to let the minister know it, and d¢hdlack, how is the poor man to be comforted? | khow
address some here—God’s people—who have never anpddession. Suppose all God’s people did as
you do—and they have as much right to do it ashawe—how, | ask you, would the ministry itself be
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maintained? How could ministers’ hearts be kepiftreaking, if they never knew of any conversions?
Make haste! Do not put it off! Delay not to keepd@commandments, but come forward at once and
be baptized, and acknowledge what God has dongtorsoul!

Again, you can all encourage the minidtgrthe consistency of your livdslo not know when | ever
felt more gratified than on one occasion, whemngjtat a Church meeting, having to report the deéth
a young brother who was in the service of an entiamployer, a little note came from him to say, “My
employee, Edward , Is dead. | send you wioothee, that you may send me another young man;
for if your members are such as he was, | neveh washave better employees around me.” | read the
letter at the Church meeting, and another was smamd! It is a cheering thing for the Christian msin
ter to know that his converts are held in reputeather member of my Church an ungodly employer
said, “I do not think anything of him; he is of mee to anybodyhe cannot tell a lie!"Oh, that is the
honor which a Christian minister longs and pantsrato have consistent followers, to have thosterti-
ing to him who will adorn the doctrine of God owvgr!

Gather round my brother, all of you, and encoutage by earnestly aiding and abetting him in eve-
ry good word and work. There is a neighborhood Hegien told, requiring evangelization. Here we have
side-by-side, poverty and riches. Shall not yorvd@tched potteries be the better for the buildihths
house of prayer? | am sure my friend, Sir MortotoPeould think he had wasted his money if it were
merely for the gathering of a congregation, andfaoimproving the neighborhood! We build our hous-
es of prayer always with a view to the people roabdut. We believe it is like opening a well in the
wilderness, or an oasis in the desert, or placidgrking fountain where thirsty souls may drinkid
introducing a new physician into the neighborhoodttend to the diseases and sickness of souls. Oh,
how my heart yearns after the success of this keast only becausthe minister is my blood brother
and also my brother in Christ, but because hevaiant soldier of Christ! To preach the truth addGhe
has not hesitated to make himself a multitude efh@es elsewhere, and will not be ashamed to do the
same here, if the same case should occur. | hanobécause he has honored my Master; and | expect
that you will get from him the truth of God, the @ truth of God and nothing but the truth of Godb—s
far as God has taught it to him! | know he is retmliay down his own neck for the conversion oflsou
| know his earnestness to do anything for the cmsiwe of sinners. And if you do not encourage him,
you will bring down upon your head every cursehaise who reject the prophet of God; but encourag-
ing him, you will see a Church flocking around hivhich shall last long after our time, which shadl &
perennial stream of benediction to ages yet unhertil, Christ Himself shall come and consummate the
kingdom, by reigning Himself in person among thessof men! May the Lord grant His blessing!

Some of you cannot encourage the minister. Youeremourage no one, for you are not born-again
yourselves. Oh, if you have not passed from deatb life, the first thing that can encourage hintas
begin to think about your own state. Where are yalfat are you? Out of God, out of Christ, out of
safety? You will be out of life, and out of heaveshut in the pit of hell forever, except you repedl,
you will encourage the preacher, if the Lord legds, to consider your ways, and turn from sin and
from self-righteousness, too! Look to the Almigt8nvior, able to save unto the uttermost all among
you who shall trust Him! May the Lord add a blegsifor Christ's sake. Amen.
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