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ALPHA AND OMEGA
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A SERMON
DELIVERED ON SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 27, 1863,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the enbgtfirst and the last.”
Revelation 22:13.

EVERY Sunday school child knows that there is neagmystery hidden in the words, “Alpha and
Omega.” We have here the names of the first artdidéters of the Greek alphabet, so that the sense
would be, “I am A and great O,” in the Greek, ompiain English, “I am A and Z.” “Jesus is the Alpha
and Omega—A and Z—the beginning and the end, thednd the last.”

Our text demands no preface. Indeed, | do not kihnow | could venture to put a single letter before
Alpha. Let us therefore come to our subject at once

In three ways | shall talk of the text. First, bBfitbring certain doctrines to itsecondlywe will look
at the doctrines which are really in #&nd then thirdlyat the lessons which naturally flow from it

|. At the outset, WE SHALL BRING CERTAIN TRUTHS OF GODD THE TEXT.

This is a much too common method of preaching and,which | am very far from admiring as a
custom. When some preachers get a text, the ingaimpt what truth is in the passage, but whatesens
shall they thrust upon it? Full often the poor texserved as a cook treats a bird; it is firsleki] and
then stuffed with any kind of fancies that the piesxr may have chopped up ready to hand. By frankly
stating that my first observations are not in tleese before us, | shall avoid sanctioning such odsth
of abusing God’'s Word. The thoughts to which | ngiwe utterance have been suggested by many
commentators, and certainly, if they are not thgtilmate offspring of the text, are closely conmeict
with it.

1. Of things which we may fairly bring to the textt l&s notice first thabur Lord may well be de-
scribed as the Alpha and Omega in the sense of tdaksAlpha, the firstthe chief, the foremost, the
first-born of every creature, the Eternal God. Mlay,nature is not the first even among creaturas, f
angels excel him by far; nor are angels the chigfour glorious Lord infinitely transcends theme H
who made is greater than they who are made; anghtesends is greater than those who are sent. Jesus
Christ stands Alpha in honorable degree; no angelvwie with Him. “Being made so much better than
the angels; as He has by inheritance obtained a marellent name than they.” “For unto which of the
angels said He at any time, you are My Son, thyshdeve | begotten you?...And again, when He brings
in the first-begotten into the world, He said, Artlall the angels of God worship Him.” As for tBen,

He has appointed Him heir of all things, by whormoaHe made the worlds, but of the angels it is
asked—*Are they not all ministering spirits, seotth to minister for them who shall be heirs ofvaal
tion?”

Alpha was frequently used by the Hebrews to sigthify best, just as we are accustomed to use the
letter A. We say of a ship, for instance, thasjt“A 1.” So Jesus Christ may truly be said to e Al-
pha, the first in this sense. Call Him by whatettte Scripture has affixed to Him, and He is tirstfin
it. Is He a prophet? Then all the prophets folldva daumble distance, bearing witness of Him. IsaHe
priest? Then He is the Great High Priest of oufgesion; He is the fulfillment of all that whicheh
priest did but typically set forth. Let Him mountsHhrone as King, then He is King of kings andd.or
of lords. “His dominion is an everlasting domini@md His kingdom is from generation to generation.”
If He is the builder of His Church, He is the wigkaster-builder; if a shepherd, He is the Great Shep
herd who shall appear; if the cornerstone, He ascthief cornerstone—in fact, it matters not whi ti
or which character He bears, He is in all thespeets the Alpha, as much surpassing all thingsnifzgt
be compared to Him, as the sun excels the staes tite sea exceeds the drops of the dew!

But, beloved, though our blessed Lord is thus Alptize first—He was once in His condescension
madeOmega, the lasHow shall | describe the mighty descent of theaSavior? Down from the loft-
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iness of His Father’s glory, and from the grandgfuris own divine estate, He stooped to become man!
There is a vast distance from the Alpha of Deitywd to that letter which stands for manhood; but to
this He came, He was made a little lower than thgeks, for the suffering of death. But this is not
enough; He stoops lower than man, yes, there srsevin which He seems to put Himself on a level
with the least of all creatures that have life—ldgss “| am a worm, and no man, a reproach of meh an
despised of the people.” His Father forsook Him—wath of heaven rolled over Him. He was so utter-
ly crushed and broken, that He was poured outvi&ter, and brought into the dust of death. Marshal
the creatures of God in their order, in the dreay wWhen Jesus hangs upon the Cross, and you nust pu
Him for misery, for weakness, for shame as the-ldlse Omega! How marvelous is this tremendous
sweep of His humiliation, that from the highesotie in glory He should descend into the lowestluept
of the tomb! Death brings the creature to its emyest degradation, and makes it as though it were
nothing. Jesus died, and as | see the incorrupbiidly lying in Joseph’s sepulcher, | can but matiat
ever the great Alpha should come so low as to yielthe ghost, being subjugated beneath the pofwer o
the last adversary.

Now, this is not in the text, but it may be faidgyought to it, | think, and, without any compulsjain
may shake hands with the passage as being near wf ik

2. We will make another observation which is not ia thxt, but which is still a very precious truth
of God, namely, that Jesus Christ is Alpha and Gairethe Book of holy Scriptur®©pen the first page,
and a discerning eye will see Jesus Christ in Gené& know that the worlds were made by Him, and
as we hear that majestic sentence, ‘Wemake man in Our own image after Our Likeness, atvence
discern Him as one of the sacred Trinity. We go aminto the fall, and at the gates of Eden the pemi
of the woman’s seed consoles us; we advance tdaye of Noah and lo, we see the Savior typified in
the ark, which bears a chosen company out of tthevolld of death into the new world of life; we al
with Abraham, as he sees Messiah’s day, we dwehertents of Isaac and Jacob, feeding upon the gra
cious promise. We leave the venerable Israel tglkinShiloh on his deathbed; we see his seed btough
out of Egypt, and eating the Lamb of God’s passower reach the age of the law, and here the types
crowd in upon us; but time permits not even a gtansuffice it to say, in brief, that we view the daaf
Jesus in almost every page and behold His Charpateted to the life in nearly every book! Prophets
and kings, priests and preachers, all look one wiaigy-all stand as the cherubs did, over the arsiy-de
ing to look within, and to read the mystery of Godreat propitiation! In the New Testament we find
our Lord the one constant theme of every page. ok an ingot here and there, or dust of goldiyhin
scattered—but here you stand upon a solid flogotd—for the whole substance of the New Testament
is Jesus crucified. What would be left of the ewaisgs if you could remove Christ from them? What
are Paul's Epistles if Jesus is taken away? Thdentfathe Pauline literature sinks in a momenesus
is withdrawn. And what have Peter, James, Judépbn to write upon but the same subject? Is it not
still Jesus? Do not shut the book too hastily,skee its closing sentence is bejeweled with the &ade
er's name. “Surely | come quickly. Amen. Even some, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all. Amen.” Brothers and sistesg should always read Scripture in this light; we
should consider the Word to be as a mirror intoclwl€hrist looks down from heaven; and then, looking
into it, we see His face reflected as in a glassrkigait is true, but still in such a way as to &élessed
preparation for seeing Him as we shall see Him fadace!

This volume contains Jesus Christ’s letters topesfumed by His love. These pages are the gar-
ments of our King, and they all smell of myrrh, aldes, and cassia. Scripture is the golden cheariot
which Jesus rides, and it is paved with love fer daughters of Jerusalem. The Scriptures are thd-sw
dling bands of the holy Child, Jesus—unroll therd gou find your Savior! Talk not to us of bodies of
divinity—the only body of divinity is the person Gtrist! As for theology, Christ is the true thepye—
the incarnate Word of God; and if you can comprehgim you have grasped all truth! He is made unto
us wisdom; getting Him you have the wisdom of tlee@ures. The quintessence of the Word of God is
Christ! Distill the book—reach its essential quakind you have discovered Jesus of Nazareth, the So
of God, and the King of the Jews! He is the Alphd ®mega of Holy Scripture.

3. Another fact is also sweetly true, although nothpes, in our text. Jesus Christhe Alpha and
Omega of the great law of GoBeloved, the law of God finds not a single leitehuman nature to
meet its demands. You and | are neither Alpha noe@a to the law, for we have broken it altogether.
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We have not even learned its first letter—"You shale the Lord your God with all your heart,” and
certain | am we know but very little of the next—ety neighbor as yourself.” Even though renewed by
divine grace, we are very slow to learn the hobnasd spirituality of the law; we are so staggdred
the letter that we often miss its spirit altogethgut, beloved, if you would see the law fulfillddpk to

the person of our blessed Lord and Master. What tovGod is there! O brothers and sisters, where
shall we find anything to be compared to it? “Tlealzof Your house has eaten Me up.” “Know you not
that | must be about My Father’s business?” “My treead My drink is to do the will of Him who sent
Me.” What love to man you find in Him. Talk not tife good Samatritan; here is One who is better than
he—the Samaritan did but give his wine and hisaml] his two-pence. Jesus gives Himself—gives His
heart’s blood instead of wine, and the anointinghefHoly Spirit instead of oil, while for food Hpves

His own flesh and blood for poor humanity to fegubnl Jesus loved in such a way that, as we said on
Thursday night, all the love that ever gleamedumhbn bosoms, if it could be gathered together, @oul
be but as a spark, while His great love to man dide as a flaming furnace heated seven times hotter
than human imagination can conceive! Do not, baldviends, if you are in Christ Jesus, permit legal
fears to distress you at the remembrance of yadlurés in obedience, as though they would destroy
your soul. Seek after holiness, but never makenbst youtrust Seek after virtue; pant for it; but when
you see your own imperfections, do not despair. rYsaving righteousness is the righteousness of
Christ—that in which God accepts you is Christ'sf@et obedience; and we say of that again, in the
words of the text, Jesus Christ is, “Alpha and Omele beginning and the end.” There is not a jptece
which He has not fulfilled in its widest sense. fAsthe spirit of the law, it breathes through Mikole

life of holiness and service; and as for the lettethe law, He has carried it out to its extremitye
commandment may be exceedingly broad, but not leradén the life of Christ; the law may ask per-
fection, but it could not ask, and could not hawgreater perfection than is found in the persorliof
whose name is “The Lord our righteousness.”

Brothers and sisters, these three matters | caaffioh to be in the text, but can you blame me for
bringing them forward? They stand in such a neaneotion with the exact sense of the passage, that
they cannot well be omitted. May the Lord blesshite you.

II. Now we will take the text itself. And show what ARBHE TRUTHS WHICH WE ASSURED-

LY BELIEVE TO BE IN IT.

1. Our Lord Jesus is Alpha and Omega in the gaatabet of beingReckon existences in their or-
der, and you begin—“In the beginning was the WoRt6ceed to the conclusion, suppose that all the
universe has melted like the hoarfrost of the mmgrtimagine that all worlds are extinguished as the
sparks from the forge—conceive that, as a paintdxble passes away forever, so the whole creatisn ha
departed—What then? What is the Omega? Why assudedus Christ would still be “God over all,
blessed forever. Amen.” This we are quite sura ihe text, because the expression, “Alpha and Ome-
ga,” is only used four times in Scripture, and ba second occasion we find it in thé"Merse of the
first chapter of the Book of the Revelation, inamection which leads us to conclude that it melsite
to the eternity and self-existence of our Lord;tfee 17" verse explains the T'thus, “Fear not; | am the
first and the last: | am He who lives and was deadi, behold, | am alive forevermore. Amen; andehav
the keys of hell and of death.” Those expressioasifestly refer to the eternity of Christ; to Hislfs
existence, His having life in Himself; to the fabat death did by no means destroy His self-exigten
and that now since His resurrection, He lives ferewore, death has no more dominion over Him.

Beloved, this is a great theme. When we beginlkodfthe eternity of the person of our Lord Jesus
Christ, we are overwhelmed by the glory of our sabjWe need the eagle eyes, and the eagle wings of
John to see and soar into heavenly things. | readther day a word by an ancient author, anden th
chapter upon the eternity of God | could not hedtiaing that there was hardly a word of more thaa o
or two syllables—sure sign of the sublimity of theme, and of the inability of man to see more tik&n
most simple outline. Will you go back 6,000 yeavben the world has newly emerged from darkness?
Will you fly on, if you can, through all the agettbe geological periods, if such there were? Caum y
journey back millions of years? Can you, can yoad §ou reach in spirit the time when as yet cheru-
bim were not born, when the solemnity of silencé haver been disturbed by song of seraph, when the
unnavigated ether had never been stirred by thgsafi angels? There is no world, no sun, no stars—
space alone exists. Can you go further back tdtegs gone? You cannot. It is impossible; youl@st
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for you can only think of space and time. But iluyoould by any stretch of imagination multiply the
millions of years of which we dreamed just now,dnother million times, and that a million, million,
million times more—and those on still as far asrdwgman arithmetic can go—yes, and beyond the
possibilities of angelic computation, yet even tlyen have not begun to fathom the eternity in which
God has dwelt alone! Certainly there was an agehich God was dwelling alone, not in solitude, for,
as the fathers very rightly say, you must not bsetérm “solitude” in reference to God, since theé¢
divine persons everlastingly delighted in each gthad so knew nsolitude—yet there was and is an
aloneness in our God, since He is before all things
Can your thoughts attain to that age of God in lpmgory—in that eternity we know that Jesus

was? He, whom though we have not seen His faceasnoyly we do adore, was then the eternal Son!
The Word was God. Jesus was Alpha. To fly as fahénother direction—when the little river of time
shall have been absorbed into the deep oceanroitgtevhen all the world shall have departed easn
the particles which dance in the sunbeam are seenane when the sunbeam is gone—still Jesus shall
be the Omega! It has been well observed by Dr, @idt no doubt the words, “Alpha and Omega,” are
comprehensive—they take in all the letters betw&mrtainly God comprehends all creatures. God is
that without whom there is nothing, and in whom altehings. Philo, the Jew, compares the great God
to a tree and all creatures to the leaves andsfwiiich are all in the tree; but the metaphor isaoon-
plete because you may remove fruit from the treéthere can be no creature out of the power afid wi
of God by which alone it can exist at all. If yoenrove the fruit from the tree, the tree has att lleess
something, but if all creatures were destroyed, syiditthe Lord would be as infinitely God as He is
now! If the creatures were multiplied, God weremnare—and if diminished, He were no less. The crea-
tures may be likened to the waves, and God to teatgea; the waves cannot exist apart from the sea
nor the creatures apart from God—but no earthlyrégof the divine can be complete, for the waves ar
a portion of the sea, but the creatures are not Goddo they contribute to His essence or attebut
The sea would be diminished if the waves were gbneé;if you could take all creatures away, God
would be neither less God nor less infinite thanigdeow. In fact, the moment we begin to talk df-in
niteness, we know nothing of diminishing or of e&sing! O brothers and sisters, we must leave this
subject in the silence of reverent humility, for ifit{le boat is already out of sight of shore, dndust
not venture further on this great and wide sea—

“Great God, how infinite are Thee!

What worthless worms are we!

Let the whole race of creatures bow,

And pay their praise to Thee.”
A deaf and dumb man in one of the institutions amni¥was asked to write upon the slate his idea of
God's eternity, and he wrote the following forcilhlees—“It is durationwithout beginning or encex-
istencewithout bounds or dimensionpresentwithout past or future. His eternity is youth withan-
fancy or old age, life without birth or death, tgdaithout yesterday or tomorrow.” “I am Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end, the first andaste

2. Another truth of God is most certainly in the texamely, thatlesus Christ is Alpha and Omega

in the alphabet of creating operatian&’ho was it that began to make? Not an angeth®mangel must
first bemade Did matter create itself? Was there an effecheuit a cause? It is contrary to our experi-
ence and our reason to believe any such thing fif$tecause stands first, and the first cause id ®&o
the divine Trinity, the Son being one person ot thanity. He is Alpha because His hand first of al
winged angelic spirits, and made His ministersam# of fire. He first made all things out of nothin
He molded the clay from which man was made; alighiwere made by Him, and without Him was not
anything made that is made. As He alone beganjspdiver maintains the fabric of creation; all tgn
consist by Him. Christ is the great iron pillartbe universe, and the creatures twine about Hihes
vine does about its prop. These things are noy, ¥aeaish like a dream if Jesus withdraws His power.
He upholds all things by the word of His power. Bieys and sisters, there may be creations goirag on
the present moment—fresh globes may even now Ieofeed between the hands of Omnipotence; if
Sso, in every one of these Immanuel has a sharélig\tvery moment new comets may be launched like
thunderbolts upon their fiery way, but not withéle Son of God! Human souls issue from the womb of
creation every hour, but in their sustenance andisg forth, the mighty God is ever present. On, on
on, as the works of God shall be enlarged and drtéras the universe shall grow on every side,sChri
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shall still be there—His Father’s delight, with whd1e takes counsel—His equal, bearing with Him the
name of Alpha and Omegal! If this world shall bdadlup like a worn-out vesturkle shall roll it up; if
the stars shall wither, it shall be at Jesus’ biddkif the sun shall be quenched, His breath sHalb
out its coal; and if the moon shall be black askslath of hair, Christ’'s hand shall extinguish taenp.

He shall do it all, even until the end shall cofoe,He is Omega as well as Alpha.

3. So again, beyond a doubt, our text intends thaisCisr Alpha and Omega iall covenant trans-
actions Beloved, here is a theme worthy of many discaufsem the most eminent divines. The
thoughts of God, the eternal decrees, the insdeufalrposes of Jehovah—these are deep things—but
we know this concerning them, that from first tetléhey all have a relation to Christ. Concerning o
race and the elect out of it, the whole matternsoenpassed in the person of the Redeemer. Do you
speak of election? “Mine elect in whom My soul dhts,” is Christ's name! We are chosen in Him
from before the foundation of the world. Speak of being predestinated to be sons—we are only made
so in Him who stands as the elder brother. Eveparsge individual of the chosen tribe stands only b
virtue of a union which was established from of, dddtween his person and the person of the Redeem-
er! Search for the celestial fountain from whickie streams of divine grace have flowed to us, and
you find Jesus Christ as the wellspring of coveawe! If your eyes shall ever see the covenarif ifol
you shall ever be permitted in a future state totee whole plan of redemption as it was mappedmout
the chambers of eternity, you shall see the bl@adlne of atoning sacrifice running along the niarg
of every page, and you shall see that from begitorend one objective was always aimed at—the glo-
ry of the Son of God! The Father begins with ergltlesus, and concludes with glorifying Him witk th
glory which He had with Him before the world was!

How | do love the doctrines of grace, when theytaken in connection with Christ! Some people
preach the Calvinistic points without Jesus; buatiard, dry, marrow preaching it is. Oh, deamitlie
the letter Kkills; it breeds in men a controversiplarrelsome spirit; but when you preach the doetriof
grace as they are in Christ, as Dr. Hawker woultel@eached them, when you talk of them as Ruther-
ford would have talked of them—oh, then a holy iorctests upon them, and they become inestimably
precious! And let every believer remember he da#gyet these doctrines as he should get them unless
he receives thenm Christ Everywhere the Lord Jesus is to be considered!aNdhe friend of a day, or
our Savior only in His life on earth—but as the lmasiain from before the foundation of the world—
anointed Mediator set up from everlasting daysfdh | see Him as the eternal Son of God; | saa Hi
standing in the purpose of the Father as the cowdread of the elect; | see Him in due time borm@ of
woman, but | do not forget that His goings fortle af old from everlasting, and that before the tays
knew its place, His delights were with the sonsnen. | see Him; He cries, “It is finished!” He bows
His head. | do not, however, forget that He isdhedd, but that when the world shall die, and titredls
conclude its reign, then He who is the Ancient afy® shall live, and shall flourish in immortal ybut
Alpha and Omega is Jesus Christ, then, in the @tpurposes, and in the covenant transactions df Go

4. Jesus Christ is certainly Alpha and Omegalirsalvation-work as it becomes apparent in aad an
deed That this is the meaning of the text | am clé@cause in the first passage where the Alpha and
Omega occurs—namely, in the first chapter of theeReion, &' verse—you will see that all the works
of salvation are ascribed to our Lord. Read thevérse, “Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness
the first-born of the dead, and the Prince of timg of the earth. Unto Him who loved us, and wdshe
us from our sins in His own blood, and has madkings and priests unto God and His Father; to Him
be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Beéhble comes with clouds. And every eye shall see
Him . . . | am Alpha and Omega.” Now, we have ha&reummary of the great transactions of saving
grace! You have here thite loved usHeved us before the world was, with an everlastowg; you
have next, thaHe washed ufrom our sins in His own blood, in which you haves Hedemption, and
our consequent pardon, justification, and sanetiion, all of which come to us through Him. As tur
glory, it is the result of His second advent, there, “Behold, He comes,” makes Him the Omega, as
the, “Unto Him who loved us,” made Him the Alphahéed not repeat to you who know so well that,
“There is none other name given under heaven whesgbmust be saved,” and that in no part or por-
tion of that salvation can any other name be aeénhiitito partnership with His. Jesus must begirusles
must conclude.
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It is very striking to observe the commencement dnadperfection of the spiritual life both laid at
Jesus’ door in the"verse of the 21 chapter—*I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning dredend. |
will give unto him who is thirsty of the fountairf the water of life freely.” So then, if you haveya
thirst, you must come to Jesus Christ at the béginto get the water of life. If you have been ted
know your own emptiness—if you have received froms Spirit a hungering and a thirsting after right-
eousness, go not to the law—Ilook not within—but edm the Alpha, drink and be satisfied. If, on the
other hand, life is near its close—if you have bpeserved in holiness, if you have been keptghtsi
eousness—remember still to trust in the Omegathkese words follow, “He that overcomes shall inher-
it all things; and | will be his God, and he shad My son.” So that the inheriting of all thingsetfinal
overcoming of all spiritual foes comes through 3egust as did the first drink of living water! Tlfiest
breath which heaves the spiritual lungs, the figstt which greets the newly-opened eyes, comes fro
Jesus who is the beginning; and the last shouith, fthe last shout of holy joy which shall adithié
saints into the paradise of God shall proceed ftbm who is the end. Beloved, lay back upon Christ
with all your strength—Ilean on Him with all your ight! He who began will finish—He never was Al-
pha yet without being Omega, too! Nothing shallrdeHis purpose—neither heaven, nor earth, nor
hell can provide a motive to turn Him from His waiylove! “He is of one mind, and who can turn Him?
What His soul desires, even that He does.”

5. There is one more truth of God which | conceivééain the text. Jesus is Alpha and Omega not
only in the individual salvation of every saitit in the whole chain of the Church’s histoWhere
shall | say that the Church began? Why, very speadlier there was a seed of the serpent, there was
also a seed of the woman! Surely the line of deaiame began hard by the gates of Eden; there we see
Abel worshipping God in faith, and Cain who wastlué wicked one and slew his brother. Do we not,
thus early see in Abel's sacrifice, the Lamb of Gduch takes away the sin of the world? Follow the
Church through all her varied fortunes, and yod fild her always bearing the banner of the Lion of
the Tribe of Judah at her forefront. No matterhié svanders about in sheepskins and goatskins; desti
tute, afflicted, tormented, Christ is still the dgar of her comfort! In her victories, His namehe loud-
est note—others may have slain their thousandsthautSon of David his ten thousands! No name
wakes up the songsters of Israel like the name eddihh, the coming one! Nothing can move the feet o
Zion’s maidens so joyously in the sacred dancdjingtcan make the daughters of Jerusalem smite thei
timbrels to a more joyful strain than this—“He canéile comes who shall judge the world in right-
eousness, and His people with truth.” Since thst &dvent of our Lord, has not the Church always ca
ried Jesus as her standard? Where will you findCtherch without Christ? Jesus is yonder, among the
snowy mountains of Switzerland, and His Church iih Wlim though her sons bear the names of here-
tics, schismatics, traitors, and worse. The ChafcRome has forgotten her first husband, and played
the harlot, committing fornication with the kingkthe earth; but there was a faithful bride foundthe
Son among the Albigenses and the Waldenses, ineMmasies Jesus dwelt! What was their battle cry?
What was the note they chanted around the faméyth@ What was the name they pressed to their bos-
om when they dared not sing for fear the foe shéalldupon them? Was it not the name of Jesus? And
when the dark ages passed away, what light do gk=aming yonder? What does Luther proclaim?
What does Calvin teach? It is the great name afsJedich is their common theme! What do you say,
brothers and sisters? Do you not join hands innsmleovenant, and say today, “His name shall endure
forever! His name shall be remembered as long @suin!”? Do you not long for the time when, “all
nations shall be blessed in Him, all people shalll idim blessed”? Surely you yourselves will hetp t
fulfill the promise, “one generation shall praises lHame to another, and shall declare His mighty.’ac

But the end comes; Jehovah’s banner will soon Hedu-His sword shall be sheathed forever—the
unsuffering kingdom shall be proclaimed; sworddlgba broken; and spears shall be snapped; the sun
shall look upon no battlefield, but shall greet thgn of universal peace! What then? Jesus’ ndrak s
then be known everywhere; men shall talk of Hing #nink of Him by day and by night. Prayer, also,
shall be made for Him continually, and daily st be praised. They who dwell in the wildernesdlsha
bow before Him, and His enemies shall lick the diiten comes the end. The judgment throne is set.
The wicked are summoned. The righteous on the hight have received their rewards—from whose
hands? From the hands of the Omega who closesh#iper with His benediction, “Come, you blessed
of My Father.” Here are the wicked; hell is gapfogthem; the tongues of flames lick up the muttéa
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as the lion devours his prey. Who is this that ptorces the thundering sentence, “Depart, you cti?sed
It is the Omega! That same face which once wasvieedevith tears, is now brighter than the sun with
flashes of lightning; the voice which said, “ConeeMe, you weary,” now says, “Depart, you cursed.”
He began—He ends—the Alpha is the Omega. Butahisnd without end. Long, long through the ages
of eternity, amid heaven’s perfect inhabitants, Riggne shall be the perpetual theme of song. Down
there, amidst the howls of the damned, they shghinst their will, declare His awful justice—they
shall proclaim, in their eternal moans, the powfethe pierced feet which shall tread them as chsste

the winepress until their blood flows forth to therses’ bridles in eternity! Heaven and earth aeldl h
shall adore Jesus as Alpha and Omega. Hallelugteliyah! Jesus Christ reigns still as the LorddGo
omnipotent—Alpha and Omega!

I11. By your patience we will notice A FEW THINGS WHICH.OW OUT OF THE TEXT.

1. The first is this—Sinner, sainket Jesus be Alpha and Omega to you today in yast tPoor
soul, are you willing to be saved? But do you sajave notthis qualification, orthat recommenda-
tion?” Ah, do not begin witlyourselfas the Alpha! Come to Jesus as you are, and hetlidi Alpha to
you. Are you black with sin? Let Him wash you. Buy heart hard? Let Him soften it. Are you a dead
good-for-nothing soul? Are you ragged and wretch&d?you lost, ruined and undone? Do not stop to
write Alpha first; do not stop to begin your ownvsdion. Sinner, remember there is no preparation
needed for Christ. Just lean upon Him wholly; téken to begin with—no, let Him take you to begin
with! Drop into His arms now, repose upon Hitow. You will never get true salvation unless thetfirs
letter in it is Christ, for He is the Alpha! It wWill have to begin over again if you begin witmiralings,
with repentings, with convictions, or with anythibgt Christ! It must all be done over again, | say;
less you begin with Jesus! There He is! His wousrgsflowing, His heart is breaking, His soul isaim
guish—there is the Alpha of your salvation. Loolkddive! “Look unto Me, and be you saved all you
ends of the earth.” Child of God let Him be the @a®ef your salvation. If you have begun with Him,
do not now confide in yourself. Shall | say to yasi Paul did to the Galatians, “Having begun in the
Spirit, are you now made perfect in thesh?” “As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, sk wa
Him.” Your first hope was through looking to Jesusl] you now look to your sanctifications, to your
prayers, to your evidences, to your humbling, tarygommuning? Away with all these if they pretend
to be the ground of your soul’'s comfort! Rememiloéild of God, that to the end of the chapter it tnus
be as it was in the beginning—

“None but Jesus, none but Jesus,

Can do helpless sinners good.”
Up in that chamber of yours, with strong crying dadrs you turned to God, and you never had any
comfort till you looked to Jesus only, and in tledher chamber where you shall lie dying with the
dampness of death heavy on your brow—you shall haveomfort but Jesus only! You passed through
the river of conviction, and Jesus forbade youmariag; you shall go through the stream of deatld, an
He shall still keep your head above the waves. &lphd Omega should Christ be to every one of us as
our trust this morning.

2. Beloved, if we have trusted Hirtet Him be Alpha and Omega in our lov@h, give Him the first
place in your love. Young woman, may the Holy Sparin your young heart for my Lord and Savior.
Let the flower of your heart be offered to Him retbud. O you, young children, who are your mother’
delight, and your father’'s care—I pray that youstfidawning days may be consecrated to the Savior!
Let him be Alpha with you. | trust He is Alpha torse of us and has been so for years. We can use the
words of the Psalmist, “I was cast upon You from wWomb. You have been my God from my youth up.
Truly I am Your servant, and the son of Your hanairiarou who are growing old and gray-headed, let
Him have the Omega of your love! As you lean upouarystaff, bending downward as if to salute your
grave, bear loving recollection of all the yeardHi patience, and the days of His faithfulnesgdo.
Breathe the prayer, “Now, also, when | am old arad/dheaded, O God, forsake me not.” See to it that
you forsake Him not, but clasp Him with an expirgngsp as the Omega of your soul’s delight!

3. But, surely, brothers and sisters, our Lord shdaddhe Alpha and Omegsd our life’'s end and
aim. What is there worth living for but Christ? Oh, aths there in the whole earth that is worth a
thought but Jesus? Well did an old writer sayGtd is the only eternal, then all the rest is bpt# of
smoke, and shall I live to heap up puffs of smoked shall | toil and slave merely to aggrandize my-
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self with smoky treasures that the wind of deathllstiissipate forever?” No, beloved let us live for
eternal things, and what is there of eternal thithgé can be chosen but our Lord? O let us give Him
next year the Alpha of our labor! Let us begin ylear by working in His vineyard! Toiling in His har
vest field this year is almost over; there is arottay or two left—let us serve Him till the yearend-
ed, going forward with double haste because thes @ag now so few. “Lord teach us to number our
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdomt’ylaeir time and your talents, your substance and
your energies all be given to my Master, who istiwpto be your soul’s Alpha and Omega!

4. Lastly, Jesus crucified should be the Alpha and @arafall our preaching and teachingVoe to
the man who makes anything else the main subjdgisahinistry! “God forbid that | should glory save
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whomwbed is crucified unto me, and | unto the worl@®bd
not tell me you preach sound doctrine—you preattemadoctrine, if you do not preach Christ—preach
nothing up but Christ, and nothing down but sirgdh Christ! Lift Him up high on the pole of thesgo
pel, as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wildesn@nd you will accomplish your life’'s end. Preach
orthodoxy, or any form of doxy; if you have leftta@hrist, there is no manna from heaven, no water
from the rock, no refuge from the storm, no healmgthe sick, no life for the dead! If you leavato
Christ, you have left the sun out of the day, dr@lrmoon out of the night; you have left the watars
of the sea, and the floods out of the river; youehkeft the harvest out of the year, the soul duhe
body—you have left joy out of heaven—yes, you hentbed all of its Alll There is no gospel worth
thinking of, much less worth proclaiming in Jehogamame, if Jesus is forgotten! We must have Jesus,
then, as Alpha and Omega in all our ministratiomeag the sons of men!

And now | am very conscious, this morning, thaavé only plowed the surface. | wish | could drive
into the subsoil of such a glorious text as thig, Ilsuppose that the plowman who can do this lesdln
to have been caught up to the third heaven, and & would fail. Who shall know anything of God
but those who have seen Him, and have beheld Hig gi heaven? As for us, our eyes are lacking. We
have Jesus among us, but we perceive not His ertgjlory. Like Peter, and James, and John, we slee
while Jesus is transfigured! The theme is far tah lior me. Who can know God but God? Who can
reveal Him but the only-begotten? And who can caghpnd the fullness of Him who is the beginning
and the end, the first and the last? It is enodighei have a saving acquaintance with the Redeemer,
enough for our peace and joy, but gracious Lordybyr grace, teach us more! Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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