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“For Your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my iniquityor it is great.”
Psalm 25:11.

THIS striking prayer is hemmed in, as it were, legwtwo promises. It looks like a fossil embedded
in a mass of stone! What is the meaning of it béiage? Why is it put in such a peculiar positiom2 T
psalmist is both praising and preaching—how it the turns to praying? Beloved, | think it was to
teach us that prayer is never out of place. Whenaffostle Paul was writing the most doctrinal &f hi
Epistles, he sometimes paused in the midst of tteepffer a supplication, as when he said, “For this
cause | bow my knees unto the Father of our Losdsl€hrist.” When engaged in any holy duties, you
may even refrain from praise for a moment in ofidepresent a prayer to God. Nor would it be amiss
for us, sometimes, to break the thread of a sermorthat the people might pause and join with the
preacher in asking God’s blessing upon the messageercy, and upon all who hear it. Certainly, my
dear friends, you will never find any time inopporé for prayer if your heart is true, and yourHart
full force. The Mohammedans have their fixed hdorsprayer, and when they hear the signal from the
minaret of the mosque, wherever they may be—instheet or in the market place—they bow their
heads to Allah, and repeat their form of prayerthéit their boastful showiness, you may “pray
everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrathdasioubting.” We need not be confined to special
seasons when a summons is given, but, at all tiamekjn every place, we may “continue in prayed an
watch in the same with thanksgiving.” When your deare measuring out your goods, when they are
pushing the plane, or driving the nail—when you dniging the plow, or threshing the corn—if you are
speeding along the iron way, or walking among tbmftelds, your heart may have fellowship with
Him—

“Who is within no walls confined,

But habits the humble mind"—
who counts all places holy where men are holy,ahspots suitable places for prayer when the heart
in a prayerful frame! My soul, wait upon God in yadaily calling, and think not that you can ever
approach Him at an unseasonable hour, or lift up goy to Him when He is otherwise engaged, so that
He cannot attend to your petition!

Were it necessary to my present purpose to exgha@rconnection of this prayer with the scope of
the Psalm, it would not be difficult. The promisat the psalmist had just recited is, “unto suckeegp
His covenant.” It was the besetting sin of Israebteak the covenant. Do you not see that the tiondi
here mentioned would shut the door of hope to mame greatness of the promise often stirs up our
deepest anxieties, lest any of us should seemre @hort of it. Depend upon it, brothers and sster
that the prayer for pardon which is never unfittatgany time, can never be more fitting than when o
hearts are lifted up with the loftiest apprehensibGod’s covenant!

My principal aim tonight, however, is to bring mgdrers and myself, all of us, to feel with David
that our iniquity is great. When | have done thishall very briefly try to show how the very greass
of our iniquity may become a plea with God—"Parduaw iniquity, for it is great.” And | shall close
with some earnest entreaties to those who have seught pardon for sin, to seek it now.

|. Well then, first, DAVID DECLARED THAT HIS INIQUITYWAS GREAT.

The word used in the original conveys the ideawamgity as well as of quality. Not simply was his
sin great in its atrocity, but there was very mo€lit! Any one sin was great, but it was not merehe,
but ten thousand times ten thousand in multitude!dth was as great in its bulk as it was blacksn
heinousness. Now, | do not know, although David bad very terrible fall, that any humble-minded
person here would consider himself to be supeadpavid. He was a man after God’s own heart, and
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notwithstanding the great blot upon this sun, weilianot hesitate to say he is a sun for all that. F
David presents a character so admirable, so aliatithless in the harmony of the different grabas t
we think he certainly approaches very near to hesatgSon, our Lord Jesus Christ. Certainly, if Davi
felt his iniquity to be great, it would be very tquresumption in any of us to think ours to bddittAt

any rate, we must come out, one by one, and sagckion myself to be a better man than David was,”
or else we ought to subscribe heartily with ourchémthe truth that if David's was great, our inigu
must be great, too!

But leaving David out of the question—not comparmgselves with others—we will draw some
few pictures by which the greatness of our iniqumtgy be seen. Our sin is gregbhen we consider
against Whom it is committedn an army, if a soldier strikes his comrade,isit of course, a
misdemeanor. But if he should strike some petticeff it is considered to be a more grievous o#ens
And if he should strike the commander-in-chiefyduld become so great a crime that | know not what
penalty short of death might be awarded to it! Nowthe world of morals, as God sees it, there igim
difference in sin when we consider the differencéhie person against whom it is committed. You land
think the worst sin is the one that hursthe most!

We have heard, | daresay, the story of the lawyer was waited upon by a farmer, who asked him
what would be the penalty for a man whose horseal@ays going into his neighbor’s field, and eating
his corn. He had warned him several times, andhotdit was the result of his broken fence which he
ought to have mended. The lawyer said, “Of coutisere would be a considerable fine, no doubt.”
“Well, sir,” the farmer said, “it igour horse that has done this.” “Oh,” said our friehd solicitor, “that
is quite a different question. | did not know it svany horse before | gave my opinion.” So it is,
generally, with regard to anything that is done sss#if it hurts you, or if it hurts me—we feel very
indignant about it. But if it only offends the Majg of heaven, we make light of it! What fools wela
If it shall offend such puny, insignificant crea¢aras we are, there is something seriously wroritg-+n
but if the divine Majesty is insulted, we passyitds though it were a mere trifle!

There really is a difference in the sin accordiaghe person against whom it is committed. | will
put it thus. A man has just now been striking aapthstriking him with an intent to do him harm. “Ttha
is bad,” you say. “Yes, but it was his own fatheaitthe struck.” “Yes,how you say, “that is far worse
for him to have injured the man whom he ought teehaved and honored.”

So, since God is our Creator, any attack that idengon His government, any willful violation of
His law is aggravated by the fact that we owe Hunhsunfounded allegiance! “It is He that has made
us, and not we ourselves! We are His people, amdhkep of His pasture.” Sinners, did you everkthin
of this? You have offended Him who made you, in séhbands your breath is, and under whose control
are all your ways! When you have used profane wdtdsas been against the High and Lofty One,
against Jehovah, who rides upon the sky, and lasnabroad His thunderbolts, and shakes heaven and
earth with His terrible voice! Against Him, befondhom the holy angels veil their faces, and humbly
bow themselves, unworthy to lick the dust of Histfeit is against God that you have offended! Sinner
you think this is a little matter, but | tell yohat it is the fact that makes your iniquity great!

Yet further, sin derives some degree of its sirdakirom the fact that it is at once against a most
just and equitable lawWe sometimes read in the newspapers that persenseserely punished for
offenses against the game laws of our country. Wellppose it is a very wicked thing to shoot aeot
person’s hares, and pheasants, and partridges. Méepeeserver of game, | daresay | would consider
the offense of the tenant farmer who shot a biad Was feeding on his corn, to be very aggravaied.
am not, | do not particularly see its flagrant etaer. No doubt it is wrong, though it looks to mere
like a misdemeanor than a felony. When a law iyg@uoto be harsh and severe, there will always be
some mitigation in our judgment of the culpabildl breaking it. If we consider such-and-such a law
hard and tyrannical, not suited to the times, amdod keeping with the age, then we say, when aquer
breaks it, “Well, he had better not have done itis-in offense against statute law, and he oughtiono
have committed it.” Still, we do not think it to kees black as when the offense is against a just,
equitable, proper and righteous law which harmaniéh strict, unvarying equity. Now, such is the
law of God.

What can be more fitting than the law of the Tenmm@wmndments? Infidelity itself has burned pale
before those Ten Commandments. We have heard ofwherhave attempted to improve the law of
God by a new commandment, and have found themsehadsle to do it, for they perceived it to be so
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complete that it embraced all forms of criminaliifhose who have abhorred other parts of Scripture
have said, as they read the ten precepts, “Thesejuat and righteous.” They are, indeed, the
fundamental stones of natural morality! They arehsas even nature, itself, would approve to betrigh
and proper for the government of the world. Welerth sirs, if you have broken these good
commandments. If you have run your head againsethely, just, and righteous precepts, your injquit
is great! If you could turn to any law of God, asaly, “This is harsh, this is tyrannical,” there htidpe
some excuse for you—but those commandments were fvagour good! If you keep them, they will
bring you their own reward. If you break them, thll bring their own penalty into your body, mind
and heart. Why, then, have you been so foolislo asotate them? Assuredly, in so doing, your intgui
has become heavy as a millstone, and if it is algout neck when you come to die, it will sink yau i
the floods forever!

But, dear friends, we ought, each of us, to remerttist our sin is all the greater because it has
been committed by u$or sometimes an offense is all the worse becaisthe person who has
committed it. When the noble Caesar saw Brutus lsitab he said, “And you, too, Brutus!” There was
force in his dying words, for Brutus had been reardfriend, one who owed no little to him, and syre
the Lord might say to us, when we sin, “And yow.tAnd you! You whom | have fed day by day. You
who are clothed by My charity, and nourished by Bbunty! You, living in this fair province of the
universe which is called the world, this beautifalr round green earth! You—partakers of such
innumerable favors—you sin against Me?” Ah, Chaissi, you who are heaven’s favorites, you who are
allowed to enter into the Lord’s cabinet coundalsd to understand the secrets of His covenantywmu
are Christ’'s own spouse, the bride of the Princbezfven—your sin is all the blacker because of that
light of His countenance in which it has been ypuvilege to walk!

But to hurry on, as | throw off these hints to berked out in your own minds rather than to be
dwelt upon in my discourse, let me remind you adhatour sin is certainly very great because of the
amount of it Innumerable times have we transgressed. It imedhough we had done wroagce,and
then washed our hands of it. Who can count hig€Pr@/hat man can tell the number of the small dust
of his transgressions? As for the drops of dew kling in the morning light, as for the drops of the
ocean making that vast flood, as for the starseaivbn, and the sand of the seashore—the incaleulabl
number of all these sinks into insignificance witempared with the infinite host of our transgressio
against You, O God of heaven and earth! This very, tiave there not been more sins than moments,
more transgressions than heartbeats, more offéhaegulses? God only knows the total of the sins o
man! Only His infinite mind can reckon the iniquityat crops forth from the polluted soil, and weilfs
from the deep spring of depravity that is hiddethie very core of our corrupt nature! Count youmssf
you can, O you children of God, and then fall onryknees, bow your heads, cover your faces, and say
“Our iniquity is indeed great!”

Nor is this all. We ought also to remember tha have sinned and offended without any
provocation When a poor wretch, pinched with hunger, snateh&saf from a bake shop, and eats it
ravenously in the street, what magistrate coulbdar to treat him leniently? But when a rascal does
wanton mischief without cause, or commits a willfabbery without conscience, what defense can he
set up? With such utter defiance of law and ordex, have patience, and we say, “Let the full
punishment fall upon his guilty head.” And thatwkat you and | have done—we have sinned for
sinning’s sake. When we spent our money in simas for that which is not bread, and our labor of
iniquity was for that which did not profit us! Yand | have not been gainers by all that we have don
amiss. There may have been times when you hadkthese of getting something by sin, but not always.
For instance, what excuse is there for swearing® may plead a pleasure, wine may ease a pain,
avarice has an eye to gain, but the cheap swdaver, his open sluice, lets his soul run out in gorr
curses, losing all the patience he possessesdandre sake of venting forth black and ugly words t
have no meaning! This is infamous! What if | saisiinfernal to sin for the mere sake of sinninge@ W
heard of one, the other day, who said, when reprémecursing, that he would continue to swear—yes,
if he had an angel on each shoulder, he wouldgilbn cursing! There seem to be some of this sort
who, for the mere sake of dabbling in the mire] dd it, and, in truth, we have all, in our timé&rsed
in open defiance of the Almighty, and therefore iiguity is heavy.
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Sons of men, | put it to you, as one of yoursehassl therefore willing to be your advocate—but |
must rather take up the cause of Him against wherhave offended—what has He ever done to us that
we should hate Him? He has made us, fed us, clatkeefor which of these good works do we forget
Him? He has sent His Son to redeem His people—issalhcause why we should despise Him? He
follows us day after day with invitations of mersyirs up our consciences, hedges up the roadltashe
though He would not let us perish—for which of #aélsings do we requite Him with evil? What has the
Most High done to provoke you? Has He ever doneaydispleasure? In what respect has He thwarted
you except for your good? What pleasure that isah pleasure has He denied you? Is His yoke heavy?
Is His burden intolerable? Are His commandments like whips of Solomon, or His laws like the
scorpion of Rehoboam? Has He made His little firtgeaker than the wires of human law? Do you not
know that men, in superstition, will make laws tenes harder than God’s laws ever were—and will
keep them? It cannot therefore be that God has dffeaded you. O why then, sons of men, do we
despise our God? What can there be so good irhatnate will have itand God’s anger with it? What
can there be so sweet in hell that we choose dt,dmspise the glories of heaven? Verily, in thiasar
folly, this flagrant malice, this frantic madnessy iniquity is indeed great!

Yet further, what if | should say thate have gone on in sin after we have, some ofnasyrk and
felt the evil of it?l speak advisedly when | appeal to almost all @i yow present and ask—must not
your iniquity be great because it was not donegmorance? Many here were nursed in the lap of
godliness. Your sins, therefore, are 10 times lega¥ian other men’s! The lamp of the sanctuary lit
some of us to our cradles. The hush of lullaby tmedname of Jesus mingled with it. Perhaps the firs
song we learned to sing was concerning the chilgiesst Friend. The first book that we began talrea
contained His sweet name, and many were the tinemwe were pressed by godly ones to think of
Jesus, and to give our young hearts to Him. Bupwebitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter, darlentes
light, and light for darkness—and knowing the gdin the evil, we did willfully choose to do that
which is wrong. Ah, for this thing, when we havergd against light and knowledge, does not our
transgression become greater than that of the p@ddlyre and Sidon who perished in their sin?

And then, when we had learned by experience, asasdby education, that sin was bitter, we still
went on in it! There is a young man yonder who wasitay once, and smarted for it—and he thought he
would never be such a fool again. But it has hapgdéa him according to the true proverb, “The dog |
turned to his own vomit again, and the sow that washed to her wallowing in the mire.” Some men
seem only to get out of one ditch to roll into drest There are plenty of persons who, when they put
their fingers in the fire, and burn them, run aed them bound up and healed, only to go to the firext
and thrust in, not their finger, this time, butith@ms up to their elbows! Take care that onehekée
days, man, you do not have your body and soul coadun that fire which can never be quenched!
How foolish some are who have been in the sperfdtime! After they have emptied their pockets and
found themselves beggars, they have gone to themrds who used to take a glass with them—such
jolly companions, such dear friends as they usdibte-but they do not know them now. “Oh, no!” they
say, and give them the cold shoulder, now thar ttlethes begin to look a little out at elbows.avk
seen these people get employment again, and thremselves out of it by their ill character. | have
seen them get a respectable situation perhaps itvlree times, and then go and ruin themselves all
over again—and still expect their friends to semnthup once more—set them up on purpose that they
may have the pleasure of tumbling down! When merthi so many times, certainly their iniquity
becomes heavy.

| have put the case strongly concerning one or tlketinquents. They are, however, only
representatives of us all, for when we have smddedn offense, we have committed it again. Burnt
children are afraid of the fire, but burnt sinnare not—they will go to the fire again, like the tmo
which gets to the candle, singes her wings, amd tiff a litle—but she must go again, and if yiu |
her out of the melted grease around the lightvahdly back again the first opportunity she gess, if
she thought it her ambition and her life’s bestglim be consumed in the fire! Iniquity is indeecat
when it is committed against experience! Men de#itdy run upon the pikes of damnation—they
destroy their own souls by a sort of spiritual glet

At times, men’s offenses to their fellow men loseng of their guiltiness by an apology. Why,
sometimes, when we have been aggrieved by sonhe dittense, and a proper apology has been
promptly made, we could have wished we had nevamntanotice of it, for we did not like to see the
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good man so sorry about it. We freely forgave hamg felt as if we did not need him even to feet tha
he had done wrong because he took it too muchdd,ls we passed over the offense because of the
repentance. But how great is the guilt of that mva, having sinned, refuses to repent? And ismet t
exactly the case of many here present—sinning fyoar cradles, but never repenting? Repentance is
hidden from your eyes—you go on from bad to wohsen dark to deeper stains. The Ethiopian has not
changed his skin, nor the leopard his spots. Yae Isaught no physician for your healing. You haate |
the deadly gangrene grow yet more putrid, until Wiele head is sick, and the whole heart faint.
Careless sinner, | would that | could play the mdriMir. John Bunyan’s Captain Boanerges and his
ensign, Mr. Thunder, and run up the black colorfodgeyour eyes, bearing as the escutcheon the
flaming thunderbolts of God's justice! You who wilbt repent must incur the fierce wrath of God. Lo,
He has bent His bow, and made it ready! He haadfilis arrow to the string—He takes aim at you
tonight! The arrow shall soon fly, and reach yoaatt! Oh, that you had grace given you to repent! O
Spirit of God, break the man’s heart! Take holdYafur great hammer with which You do cleave
mountains, and dash that heart in pieces, thasitireer may cry out, “Pardon my iniquity, for it is
great.”

With some men, their iniquity becomes all the geedtecausehey have sinned against promises
which they have made, vows which have been regikter heaven, and covenants which they have
signed with the Most Highvou know who | mean. You were ill with the fev@me few years ago—
you were given up! You turned your face to the watld you remember how, in the bitterness of your
soul, you cried, “O God, if you will but spare nmine shall be another and a better life for therkit
You were spared, but your life has been worsegrdtian better. You remember, too, when the cholera
was abroad, and there were many falling on thet rigimd, and on the left—you were terrified and
alarmed—and you sought God after a sort, and tahd tHat if He would but spare your life, that life
would be spent in His service. What have you beengdsince then? It is true that you sometimesogo t
the house of God, but it is only in the evening wliieu have made your money in the morning! You do
not mind giving God the tail end of Sunday! Thestfitwo or three weeks after you got better, the
shutters were up, there was no rioting, no sweaiang no loose conversation. Your neighbors said,
“What has come over the fellow? He is quite a ddifi¢ man.” Yes, you haanotherheart for the time,
but not anew heart—and now you are as reckless as ever! Dotymk God has forgotten your
promises? Do you think that registered covenanoafs has been blotted out? No, sinner, no! Itdgan
fast against you to make your guilt more infamaars] your transgressions more heavy. Take heed!
Take heed! Take heed! When God shall hold it upnaggou, at the last tremendous day, you will read
your doom in that broken promise—in that lie whiths been uttered against the God of grace and
goodness!

Most of us, at some time or other, have sinned thgainst resolutions and promises, and
consequently our iniquities are heavy. O dear fisen have a task too hard for me in such a suljgct
this! When | talk of the glories of the love of @ty | feel at home. When | speak of the matchigase
of the everlasting covenant, my heart is well aee®8ut to prove man’s sin heavy is a task too ffard
me! Not that it is hard in itself. The evidenceclear, but to procure a conviction is the diffigulThe
jury is not impartial. Your conscience is like anjust judge. Oh, how hard it is to make any man
believe himself to be as bad as the Word of God kayis! None but the Spirit of God can make a man
call himself a sinner, and mean it. Nothing butithesistible influence of the Holy Spirit can e\eing
a man as low as the Word of God would have himlfigiou can feel in your soul, tonight, that your
iniquity is great, that it deserves God’s wrathgpiieasure, and punishment—if you can pray from your
very heart, “O Lord, pardon You my iniquity, forig great’—I shall have hope of you that the first
sparks of the divine light have fallen into yourukonever to be quenched, but to blaze out in the
brightness of salvation forever!

I. 1 shall now turn, very briefly, to the second pafrtmy subject—to show how THERE IS A PLEA
IN THE VERY GREATNESS OF OUR SIN.

Is not this a very strange text? Look at it ag@ne needs to read it over 20 times. Is it really so
written, “Pardon my iniquity, for it is great!” Cayou believe your own eyes? Imagine a prisoneneat t
Old Bailey pleading with the judge that he woulchddy let him off because he was such a great
offender! We would think that it would be a vergiimate reason why he shoutdt be pardoned! The
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pith, however, of the whole text lies in those weorghich we sometimes forget to quote, “For Your
name’s sake.” That alters it. It is now an argumehtvas not before. “For Your name’s sake, O Lord,
pardon my iniquity, for it is great.”

Let me show you that there is a plea here. If s@lmavere by merit, then, supposing all men to have
fallen, and none of them to have any merit, yavauld be a rule that the man who was the least
offender should have the first turn at being saVfeithe choice of God depended in any way uptan’s
condition, we would naturally expect that the mamovhad the least sin would be forgiven first, for,
putting all on an equal basis in all other respeitis choice, if made at all, with reference to inen,
would naturally be the choice of the man who hasmitted the least iniquity. But, dear friends, glea
remember that in the covenant of Christ, and thg @fasalvation, the choice is made upon reverse
principles—not according to man’s merit, but acaogdo God’s glory! The aim, end, and objective of
God in salvation is to glorify His own charactetérefore, if His choice may be said to be guided by
any principles which we can at all understand, tatice would be guided to select those who would
the most magnify His grace, and glorify His own marwell now, if God would do that great work of
pardoning sin in such a way as to glorify His ovame, the most fitting persons to be saved are the
biggest sinners!

Let me put it thus. Here is a number of persond,thry are all sick. And here is a physician who
intends to get a name for himself. He is full oheeolence and kindness, but, at the same timeparie
of his objective is to get a name. Now, you wilfgave that in the selection of his patients, hi mot
pick out a man who has a sore finger, for it walar tell very much to his credit that he healedam
who had a sore finger. But there will be, perhapfew cases among the sick of a very extraordinary
sort. Some of them will have an affliction, a diseauite unknown to the faculty. Medicines havenbee
tried, but their cases have been so stubborn hieabést doctors have given them up as hopeless, Now
the physician says, “These are the cases that s&lédct.” Granting that he is able to cure whoméae
wills, you can see that if the objective is his oglary, he would rather take those in which ther¢hie
most room for the display of the healing art, thlanse who have the least sickness, and might be the
most readily cured.

Yet again. Suppose a man means to have a chafactpenerosity. There are a number of debtors
assembled, and he is determined to discharge lthkilities. There is a man who owes sixpence, and
another who owes a pound. Well now, if he paysrtdebts, he will never have much credit for
liberality there! But another man comes in who éadh over heels in debt. What is the sum he owes?
Fifty thousand pounds? Let us say a hundred thaupaands! Let us say half a million! Well, now,
here is the opportunity for the liberal man to thgphis liberality, because here there is roomitfo8o
is it in divine grace. You, proud Pharisee, comé&tml, and say, “Lord, | thank You that | am not as
other men.” And He replies, “Then there is no romnyou for My grace to work.” But yonder poor
publican dares not lift so much as his eyes towheds/en, but smites upon his breast and cries, t&od
merciful to me, a sinner!” “There is a case for M&gys sovereign mercy—and the pardon comes to the
poor sinful publican!

Mark, when | speak of sinners, | do not mean metlebge who have been great sinners, or those
who have been, in comparison with others, littlensrs, but | mean those wheel themselve® be
great sinners! | say the more we feel our guik, itinore fit we are for mercy; the more broken doven w
are with hopelessness on account of our own ldstessthe more room there is for the triumphs of
Christ’s grace. Now, there is many a moral man bameght who never offended against the laws of his
land, or the laws of outward propriety, yet he $eeimself to be as black as hell. Well then, there
room in him for grace to glorify itselfl We have treed that men of the worst character are often the
most self-righteous. There is many a Pharisee whmsals would not pass muster, though he vaunts his
piety as a harlot flaunts her broidery, and masgamp who would be a disgrace to the meanest gociet
if his character were known, brazens it out as ghdue never had offended against a single law af. Go
Again, | say you whdeelthat you are the very chief of sinners! You whoagr and mourn on account
of sin, be not silenced at the mercy-seat becatiseeogreatness of your guilt! But rather, with the
inimitable skill of the Syrophenician woman, tuhetvery desperateness of your case into a reasgpn wh
the Lord should save you!

Now tonight, upon your knees, wrestle with the Gaidmercy, and say, “Pardon me, for my
transgression is great. And my hell will be gré&ait if You will save me, Your honor will be gredf!
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You will redeem me, the power of Your blood will lgeeat! If You will give me a new heart, the
transforming power of Your Spirit will be great! God, save me! God be merciful to me, a sinner!”
This is, as Luther says, to cut off the devil's dhe@ath his own sword. When the devil says to yotou
are a sinner,” say to him, “I am, and Christ diegave sinners.” And when he says, “But you argga b
sinner, you are a Jerusalem sinner, a bigger sitmaer any other,” say to him, “Yes, that is truaf b
Jesus said ‘that repentance and remission of sioglé be preached in His name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.”

| have tried, and | am trying, to preach a widepgbsl do not like to have a net with such big
meshes that the fish get through. | think I maylegtou all if the Lord wills. If the vilest are nehut
out, then you are not shut out, friends. And if ymelieve in Christ with all your heart, you sha# b
saved! But oh, what if you should say, “I care fustforgiveness. | do not want pardon, | will neek
it! I will not have it—I love my sins—I love myséR O sinner, then, by that deathbed of yours where
you shall see your dreadful sins in another lidhy;that resurrection of yours where you shall see
eternity to be no trifle; by that doom of yours; the last dread thunders; by the awful sentence,
“Depart, you cursed,” of the Judge, | beseech goune but this one favor! Acknowledge that you had
an invitation tonight, and that it was affectiongtpressed upon you. | have told you, in God’s name
that your sin is not a trifle with God—that it istna matter to be laughed at, or to be whistled.ove
have told you that the greatness of your sin ne#dinut you out. What is needed is that the Spfrit
God should teach you these things in your heartdBuemember, if your ears refuse these truthdjfan
you reject them, we are a sweet savor unto Chsistel in them that perish as in them that are dave
But woe unto you—woe unto you, who, with the gospaing in your ears, go down to hell!” Verily,
verily, | say unto you, it shall be more tolerabile Sodom and Gomorrah in the Day of Judgment, than
for you! May God save you, for Jesus’ sake! Amen!

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
ROMANS 10:1-15.

Verse 1. Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God &aeél is that they might be saved

Let this be our “heart’s desire and prayer to Gardi$rael.” Sorrows upon sorrows have come to the
Lord’s ancient people even down to this day—ang th@ve been scattered and peeled, and rent and
torn in almost every land. Who does not pity tlggiefs and woes? Let it be our heart’s desire, Gaily
prayer for Israel that they may be saved through fa the Messiah whom they have so long rejected.

2. For | bear them record that they have a zeal fod®ut not according to knowledge

In Paul's day, they were most diligent in the olbaace of every form of outward devotion—and
many of them sincerely desired to be right with GBdt they did not know how to attain the desired
end.

3. For they, being ignorant of God’s righteousnessd agoing about to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves hataghteousness of God

Perhaps | am addressing some who are very anxmbe tight with God. They are by no means
hypocrites, but are really awakened to a senshedf tanger, yet they cannot get peace of mind. And
the reason is that, like the Israelites, they gagrfg about to establish their own righteousne%sding
about"—that is to say, struggling, striving, seangh worrying themselves to get a righteousness of
their own which they will never obtain—and beingnagant of “the righteousness of God” which is
completed in Christ, and which is freely bestow@druall who believe in Him. Alas, they “have not
submitted themselves unto this righteousness of’ @ad there is a kind of hidden meaning in the
apostle’s expression. They are so proud that théynat submit to be saved by the righteousness of
another, even though that other is the Lord JedusstCHimself! Yet this is the main point—the
submission of our proud will to the righteousnes&od.

4. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousnesgveryone that believes

Christ is the ultimatum of the law of God, and whea go to the law, accepted and protected by
Him, we present to the law all that it can possidynand of us. Christ has fulfilled the law on beba
all who believe in Him, so that its curse is aldudig for all of us who approach it through Christ.
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5-9. For Moses describes the righteousness which iseofaw, that the man which does those things
shall live by them. But the righteousness whialf fgith speaks on this wise, Say not in your haaftio
shall ascend into heaven; (that is, to bring Chdetvn from above) or, Who shall descend into thepde
(that is, to bring up Christ again from the deaBut what does it say? The word is near you, even in
your mouth, and in your heart: that is, the wordath, which we preach; that if you shall confeath
your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe irr ymart that God has raised Him from the dead, you
shall be saved

“The righteousness which is of faith” is quite dmatthing from the righteousness which is of the
law of God. It is not a thing afoing and living by doing, but dfusting, and living forever by trusting.
What are you doing—you who would gladly clambertaphe stars, or you who would plunge into the
abyss? There is nothing for you to do! There isimgf for you to feel! There is nothing for you te im
order that God may accept you! But, just as youy irgou will receive Christ into your heart, and
confess Him with your mouth, you shall be saved! tBrs glorious way of the salvation of sinners—so
simple, yet so safe—so plain, yet so sublime—fortsmkay aside my own righteousness, and just take
the righteousness of Christ, and be covered wiitomh head to foot! | may well be willing to layide
my own righteousness, for it is a mass of filthy rdgonly to be burned!

10-14.For with the heart man believes unto righteousnesst with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation. For the Scripture says, whoeverebeks on Him shall not be ashamed. For there is no
difference between the Jew and the Greek: fordanged_ord over all is rich unto all that call upornri
For whoever shall call upon the name of the Lordlishe saved. How, then, shall they call on Him in
whom they have not believed?

How can there be true prayer where there is nb%ditow shall | truly pray to God if | do not really
believe in HIM? “For he that comes to God mustdwelithat He is, and that He is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek Him.”

14. And how shall they believe in Him of whom they hetehear®

We must know what it is that we are to believe—&ndwing it we shall be helped by the Holy
Spirit to believe it.

14. And how shall they hear without a preacher?

If the Word of the Lord does not get to a man eittne the living voice, or by the printing press,
which often takes the preacher’s place, how isohkeelieve it? You see here what | have often called
“the whole machinery of salvation.” First comes fireacher proclaiming the gospel. Then comes the
sinner listening to it. Then comes the hedrelievingit, and in consequence calling upon the name of
the Lord as one who is saved with His everlastalgagion!

15. And how shall they preach, except they aresent

Here is the great engine at the back of all thehim@cy—God sending the preacher—God blessing
the Word—God working faith in the heart of themtthear it!

15. As it is written, How beautiful are the feet ofrthéhat preach the gospel of peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things
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