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“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is thHéngdom of heaven.”
Matthew 5:3.

[In the year 1873, Mr. Spurgeon delivered what &lted “a series of sententious homilies” on thetBedes.
After an introductory discourse upon the SermomhenMount and the Beatitudes as a whole, he intttale
preach upon each one separately, but either illmessme other special reason prevented him fréimdarrying
out this purpose. There are, however, five Sernipos the Beatitudes, four of which have alreadynlmeo-
lished—See Sermons #422, Volume 7—THE PEACEMAKERLG8B, Volume 35—THE HUNGER AND
THIRST WHICH ARE BLESSED; #3155, Volume 55—THE BEATUDES—#3065, Volume 53—THE
THIRD BEATITUDE—and this one—Read/download the en8ermons, free of charge, at
http://www.spurgeongems.atg

BEARING in mind the objective of our Savior's dmgse, which was to describe the saved, and not

to declare the plan of salvation, we now come twsiter the first of the Beatitudes—
“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is thangdom of heaven.”

A ladder, if it is to be of any use, must havefitst step near the ground, or feeble climbers will
never be able to mount. It would have been a guswtiscouragement to struggling faith if the first
blessing had been given to the pure in heart—tbedkeellence the young beginner makes no claim—
while to poverty of spirit he can reach withoutmgibeyond his line! Had the Savior said, “Blessexl a
the rich in divine grace,” he would have spokerreagtruth of God, but very few of us could have de
rived consolation from there. Our divine instrudb@gins at the beginning—with the very A B C of ex-
perience—and so enables the babes in grace to ¢édadim. Had He commenced with higher attain-
ments, He would have had to leave the little oredsrial. A gigantic step at the bottom of these shcre
stairs would have effectually prevented many fragibning to ascend—but tempted by the lowly step,
which bears the inscription, “Blessed are the poospirit,” thousands are encouraged to attempt the
heavenly way!

It is worthy of grateful note thdhis gospel blessing reaches down to the exactshete the law
leaves us when it has done for us the very behtnniils power or designThe utmost the law can ac-
complish for our fallen humanity is to lay bare airitual poverty and convince us of it. It canibgt
any possibility enrich a man—its greatest servgéoitear him away from his fancied wealth of self-
righteousness, show him his overwhelming indebtssirte God and bow him to the earth in self-
despair. Like Moses, it leads away from Goshenduaots into the wilderness and brings to the vefge o
an impassable stream—but it can do no more! Jo3bsas is needed to divide the Jordan and conduct
into the Promised Land. The law rends the goodlgyRBmian garment of our imaginary merits into ten
pieces and proves our wedge of gold to be meresdfoxd thus it leaves us, “naked, and poor, and mis
erable.” To this point Jesus descends—His full liiblessing comes up to the verge of destruction,
rescues the lost and enriches the poor! The gospslfull as it is free!

This first Beatitude, though thus placed at aafyt low point where it may be reached by those
who are in the earliest stages of grace is, howewste the less rich in blessing. The same woudesl
in the same sense at the beginning as at the ehé chain of Beatitudes—the poor in spirit aréraky
and emphatically blessed as the meek, or the pedagm No hint is given as to lower degree, orrinfe
or measure, but on the contrary, the very highkestsing, which is used in the"1@erse as the gather-
ing up of all the seven Beatitudes, is ascribethéofirst and lowest order of the blessed—"thesrshie
kingdom of heaven.” What more is said even of théeirs with prophets and martyrs? What more, in-
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deed, could be said than this? The poor in spietlifted from the dunghill and set, not among dire
servants in the field, but among princes in theylom of God! Blessed is that soul poverty of whicé
Lord Himself utters such good things! He sets mstoine by that which the world holds in small esteem
for His judgment is the reverse of the foolish verdf the proud. As Watson well observes, “How poo
are they that think themselves rich! How rich dreytthat see themselves to be poor! | calhét jewel

of poverty There are some paradoxes in religion which thddvannot understand—for a man to be-
come a fool that he may be wise, to save his kféobing it, and to be made rich by being poor. Yt
poverty is to be sought for more than riches—urtkdese rags is hid cloth of gold and out of thisaas
came honey.”

The cause for placing this Beatitude first is foum the fact thait is first as a matter of experience.

It is essential to the succeeding characters.dedies each one of them and is the soil in whicme
they can be produced. No man ever mourns beforeudtthe is poor in spirit! Neither does he be-
come meek towards others till he has humble vidwsroself. Hungering and thirsting after righteous-
ness are not possible to those who have high vadviiseir own excellence—and mercy to those who
offend is also a grace, difficult for those who areconscious of their own spiritual need. Poventy i
spirit is the porch of the temple of blessednessaAvise man never thinks of building up the wafls
his house till he has first dug out the foundati®mno person skillful in divine things will hope $ee
any of the higher virtues where poverty of spsiabsent. Till we are emptied of self we canndiilleszl

with God. Stripping must be worked upon us befoezcan be clothed with the righteousness which is
from heaven. Christ is never precious till we ap@rpin spirit—we must see our own needs before we
can perceive His wealth. Pride blinds the eyessndere humility must open them or the beauties of
Jesus will be forever hidden from us. The straiégsnot wide enough to allow that man to enteo wgh
great in his own esteem. It is easier for a camegptthrough the eye of a needle than for a maoeitn

ed of his own spiritual riches to enter into thegdom of heaven. Hence it is clear that the charais-
scribed in connection with the first Beatitude ssential to the production of those which follow-dan
unless a man possesses it, he may look in vaifat@r at the hands of the Lord! The proud are alirse
their pride alone secures them the curse and shems out from divine regard! “The proud He knows
afar off.” The lowly in heart are blessed, for teein and to their prayers Jehovah always has artende
regard.

It is worthy of double mention thétis first blessing is given rather to the abseti@n to the pres-
ence of praiseworthy qualitiesit is a blessing not upon the man who is distisbad for this virtue or
remarkable for that excellence—but upon him whdsefacharacteristic is that he confesses his own
sad deficiencies! This is intentional, in ordertteace may be all the more manifestly seen toraeegy
indeed, casting its eyes first, not upon purityt, tyoon poverty. Not upon showers of mercy, but upon
those who need mercy. Not upon those who are ctidkedhildren of God, but upon those who cry, “We
are not worthy to be called Your sons.” God wamthimg of us except our needs and these furnish Him
with room to display His bounty when He freely sligp them! It is from the worse and not from the
better side of fallen man that the Lord wins gléwy Himself. Not what | have, but what | have nist,
the first point of contact between my soul and Gidie good may bring their goodness, but He declares
that “there is none righteous, no, not one.” Threupimay offer their ceremonies, but He takes nigliel
in all their oblations. The wise may present thevwentions, but He counts their wisdom to be foByt
when the poor in spirit come to Him with their wttkestitution and distress, He accepts them at!once
Yes, He bows the heavens to bless them and operstdtehouses of the covenant to satisfy them. As
the surgeon seeks for the sick and as the alms jigks after the poor, even so the Savior seeks ou
such as need Him—and upon them He exercises Hisedoffice. Let every needy sinner drink comfort
from this well!

Nor ought we to forget that this lowest note uplom octave of Beatitudéhis keynote of the whole
music gives forth a certain sound as to the sptity of the Christian dispensatioits first blessing is
allotted to a characteristic, not of the outer, diuthe inner man—to a state of soul and not tostyre
of body—to the poor in spirit and not to the exaatitual. That word, spirit, is one of the watchnds of
the gospel dispensation. Garments, genuflectiatos|s, oblations and the like are ignored—the Lord
eyes of favor rest only upon broken hearts and hesnspirits before Him. Even mental endowments
are left in the cold shade and the spirit is madiead the van—the soul, the true man, is regaathed
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all besides left as of comparatively little worffhis teaches us to mind, above all things, thosiensa
which concern our spirits. We must not be satisfigithi external religion. If, in any ordinance, apirit
does not come into contact with the great Fath&pofits, we must not rest satisfied. Everythinguth
our religion which is not heart work must be ursfatitory to us. As men cannot live upon the chaff a
the bran, but need the flour of the wheat, so domeex something more than the form of godliness and
the letter of truth—we require the secret meanthng,grafting in of the word into our spirit, thariging

of the truth of God into our inmost soul—all shofthis is short of the blessing!

The highest grade of outward religiousness iiegsed, but the very lowest form of spiritual grac
is endowed with the kingdom of heaven! Better tspeitual, even though our highest attainmenbis t
be poor in spirit, than to remain carnal, even gioun that carnality we should brag of perfectiorthe
flesh. The least in grace is higher than the gstatenature! Poverty of spirit in the publican wWaetter
than fullness of external excellence in the Phariges the weakest and poorest man is nobler than th
strongest of all the beasts of the field, so isrtteanest spiritual man more precious in the sifhe
Lord than the most eminent of the self-sufficiehiidren of men. The smallest diamond is worth more
than the largest pebble, the lowest degree of gracels the loftiest attainment of nature! Whatyda
say to this, beloved friend? Are you spiritual? I&ast, are you enough so to be poor in spirit? Does
there exist for you a spiritual realm, or are yockied up in the narrow region of things seen araddie
If the Holy Spirit has broken a door for you inteetspiritual and unseen, then you are blessed even
though your only perception as yet is the painfiscdvery that you are poor in spirit! Jesus on the
mountain blesses you, and blessed you are!

Drawing still nearer to our text, we observe,tfitkat THE PERSON DESCRIBED HAS DISCOV-
ERED A FACT—he has ascertained his own spiritualepty. And secondly, BY A FACT HE IS
COMFORTED—for he possesses “the kingdom of heaven.”

|. The fact which he has ascertained is an old tréitBaal, for the man was always spiritually poor.
From his birth he was a pauper and at his besteelstais only a beggar. “Naked, and poor, and raiser
ble” is a fair summary of man’s condition by natuiHe lies covered with sores at the gates of mercy,
having nothing of his own but sin, unable to digl amwilling to beg—and therefore perishing in apen
ury of the direst kind

This truth is also universafor all men are by nature thus poor. In a clarg Gamily, there will usu-
ally be at least one person of substance. Anddrptiorest nation there will be some few possessfors
wealth. But alas for our humanity! Its whole stofeexcellence is spent and its riches are utteolyeg
Among us all there remains no remnant of good! dihis spent from the cruse and the meal is exkaust
ed from the barrel—a famine is upon us, direr theat which desolated Samaria of old! We owe ten
thousand talents and have nothing with which topayen so much as a single penny of goodness we
cannot find in all the treasuries of the nations!

This fact is deeply humiliatingd man may have no money and yet it may involve adtfand,
therefore, no shame. But our estate of povertytinassting in it—it is moral and spiritual—and sgls
in blame and sin. To be poor in holiness, trutithfand love to God is disgraceful to us. Oftensitiee
poor man hide his face as one greatly ashamedabuatore cause have we to do so who have spent our
living riotously, wasted our Father’s substance laralight ourselves to want and dishonor. Descrgtio
of our state which describe us as miserable aremuiplete unless they also declare us to be guilty!
True, we are objects of pity, but much more of ceasA poor man may be none the less worthy of es-
teem because of the meanness of his apparel arstdinéiness of his provision, but spiritual poverty
means fault, blameworthiness, shame and sin. Heisvpoor in spirit is therefore a humbled man and |
on the way to be numbered with those that mourmhafm the second benediction says that, “they shall
be comforted.”

The fact discovered by the blessed one in thegdxit little knownThe mass of mankind are utterly
ignorant upon the matter. Though the truth as ta’snpst condition is daily taught in our streegst
few understand it. They are not anxious to knowntiganing of a statement so uncomfortable, so alarm-
ing—and the bulk of those who are aware of theriwetand acknowledge that it is scriptural, yet do
not believe it, but put it out of their thoughtdgoractically ignore it! “We see,” is the universaast of
the world’s blind men! So far from realizing thaey are destitute, the sons of men are, in their esv
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teem, so richly endowed that they thank God they tire not as other men! No slavery is so degrading
as that which makes a man content with his seyvilihe poverty which never aspires, but is content
continue in its rags and filth, is poverty of theepest dye—and such is the spiritual condition ahm
kind.

Wherever the truth as to our condition is truly Wwmy it has been spiritually revealed/ie may say
of everyone who knows his soul poverty, “Blesseslyayu, Simon, son of Jonas, for flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you.” To be spiritually posrthe condition of all men—to be poor in spirit,tor
know our spiritual poverty is an attainment esplécigranted to the called and chosen! An omnipotent
hand created us out of nothing and the same oneripetis needed to bring us to feel that we are-noth
ing! We can never be saved unless we are madelativ&inite power, nor can we be made alive at all
unless that same power shall first slay us. Imszang how much is needed to strip a man and lawy hi
in his true place! One would think that so pensilasbeggar must be aware of his penury, but hetis n
and never will be unless the eternal God shall ma@vhim of it! Our imaginary goodness is moreidiff
cult to conquer than our actual sin. Man can sobeerured of his sicknesses than be made to fdrsgo
bouts of health. Human weakness is a small obstadalvation compared with human strength—there
lies the work and the difficulty! Hence it is a 8igf grace to know one’s need of grace. He has some
light of God in his soul who knows and feels thatif in darkness. The Lord Himself has worked a
work of grace upon the spirit which is poor anddgend trembles at His word. And it is such a work
that it bears within it the promise, yélse assurance of salvatiorfer the poor in spirit already possess
the kingdom of heaven—and none have that but tivbeehave eternal life!

One thing is certainly true of the man whose sgimows its own poverty—he is in possession of at
least one truth of God, whereas before he bredtieedtmosphere of falsehood and knew nothing which
he ought to know. However painful the result of gy of spirit may be, it is the result of the trudf
God—and a foundation of truth being laid, othethsuwill be added and the man will abide in theéhtru
All that others think they know concerning theirmgpiritual excellence is but a lie—and to be iiich
lies is to be awfully poor. Carnal security, natureerit and self-confidence—however much of false
peace they may produce—are only forms of falsehdedeiving the soul. But when a man finds out
that he is by nature and practice, “lost,” he idargger utterly a pauper as to the truth of God-pbs-
sesses one precious thing at any rate—one coiredhioy truth is in his hand! For my own part, my
constant prayer is that | may know the worst ofcage, whatever the knowledge may cost me. | know
that an accurate estimate of my own heart can nev@therwise than lowering to my self-esteem, but
God forbid that | should be spared the humiliatrdmch springs from His truth! The sweet apples of
self-esteem are deadly poison—who would wish tadestroyed by them? The bitter fruits of self-
knowledge are always healthful, especially if wastlewn with the waters of repentance and sweetened
with a draught from the wells of salvation! He wlooes his own soul will not despise them. Blessed,
according to our text, is the poor cast-down one Wows his lost condition and is suitably imprekse
thereby—nhe is but a beginner in wisdom’s schoal,heeis a disciple and his Master encourages him
with a benediction, yes, He pronounces him onéade to whom the kingdom of heaven is given!

The position into which a clear knowledge of thie druth has brought the soul is one peculiarly
advantageous for obtaining every gospel blesskayerty of spirit empties a man and so makes him
ready to be filled! It exposes his wounds to tHeand wine of the good Physician. It lays the gusin-
ner at the gate of mercy or among those dying @mesnd the pool of Bethesda to whom Jesus is
known to come. Such a man opens his mouth and ahe fills it—he hungers and the Lord satisfies
him with good things! Above all other evils we hawest cause to dread our own fullness! The greatest
unfitness for Christ is our own imaginary fithe¥ghen we are utterly undone, we are near to being en
riched with the riches of divine grace. Out of @lves is next door to being in Christ. Where we, end
mercy begins, or rather, mercy has begun and ntasyalready done much for us when we are at the
end of our merit, our power, our wisdom and ourdidfhe deeper the destitution the better—

“Tis perfect poverty alone

That sets the soul at large—

While we can call one mite our own
We get no full discharge.”
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If the heart is distressed because it cannot seiffily feel its own need, so much the better—theepty
of spirit is just so much the greater and the apfefree grace all the more powerful! If the nesdda
broken heart is felt, we may come to Jefsuisa broken heart if we cannot coméh a broken heart. If
no kind or degree of good is perceptible, this @&sbut a clear proof of utter poverty—and in than-
dition we may dare to believe in the Lord Jesusduigh we are nothing, Christ is all. All that we dee
to begin with we must find in Him, just as suresyvae must look for our ultimate perfecting to taene
source!

A man may be so misled as to make a merit out$énse of sin and may dream of coming to Je-
sus clothed in a fitness of despair and unbelibisTs, however, the very reverse of the conduairef
who is poor in spirit, for he is poor in feelingsaell as in everything else and dares no more camdm
himself on account of his humility and despair tleemaccount of his sins. He thinks himself to be a
hard-hearted sinner as he acknowledges the deeptagee which his offenses call for. He fears higat
is a stranger to that saved quickening which mékegonscience tender and he dreads lest he should,
any measure, be a hypocrite in the desires whigheheeives to be in his soul. In fact, he doesdane
to think himself to be any other than poor, grieslgypoor, in whatever light he may be viewed in his
relation to God and His righteous law. He hearthefhumiliations of true penitents and wishes he ha
them. He reads the descriptions of repentance givéime Word of God and prays that he may realize
them, but he sees nothing in himself upon whickdreput his finger and say, “This, at least, isdydo
me there dwells at least some one good thing.”sH®oor in spirit and from him all boasting is ciit, o
once and for all. It is better to be in this comitthan falsely to account one’s self a saint sibh¢h the
chief places of the synagogue. Yes, it is so swesatle a position to occupy, that he who is fullafst
faith in God and joy in the Holy Spirit finds it dsl to his peace to retain a full consciousneskepbov-
erty of his natural state and to let it run patallgh his persuasion of security and blessedne$3hrist
Jesus! Lord, keep me low! Empty me more and moag! he in the dust! Let me be dead and buried as
to all that is of self—then shall Jesus live in meggn in me and be truly my all in all!

It may seem to some to be a small matter to be pospirit. Let such persons remember that
Lord so places this gracious condition of hearttthids the foundation stone of the celestial asa&n
the Beatitudes-ahd who can deny that the steps which rise froaratsublime beyond measure? It is
something inexpressibly desirable to be poor initspithis is the road to purity of heart and teetgod-
like character of the peacemaker! Who would nothiesyhead on Jacob’s stone to enjoy Jacobs dream?
Who would scorn the staff with which in poverty ¢r@ssed the Jordan if he might but see the kingdom
of heaven opened as the Patriarch did? Welcompabherty of Israel if it is a part of the conditionp-
on which we shall receive the blessing of Isra€led! Instead of despising the poor in spirit, walkh
do well to regard them as possessing the dawniofusp life, the germ of all the graces, the iattve of
perfection, the evidence of blessedness!

I1. Having spoken thus much upon the character of tixtseare poor in spirit as being formed by
the knowledge of a fact, we have now to note thatS BY A FACT THAT THEY ARE CHEERED
AND RENDERED BLESSED—"For theirs is the kingdomfrafaven.”

It is not a promise as to the future, but a detian as to the present—not thestgall be but “theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.” This truth is clearly releelain many Scriptures by necessary inference, for
first, the King of the heavenly kingdom is constantly @spnted as reigning over the po®avid says
in the 729 psalm, “He shall judge the poor of the people,sHell save the children of the needy...He
shall spare the poor and needy and shall saveotlle ef the needy.” As His virgin mother sang, “He
has put down the mighty from their seats, and egatiem of low degree. He has filled the hungrhwit
good things, and the rich He has sent away emptydse who enlist beneath the banner of the Son of
David are like those who of old came to the sodeasise in the cave of Adullam—"Everyone that was in
distress, and everyone that was in debt, and ewertltat was discontented, gathered themselves unto
him; and he became a captain over them.” “This nearives sinners and eats with them.” His title was
“A friend of publicans and sinners.” “Though He wash, yet for our sakes He became poor,” and it is
therefore right that the poor should be gatherad tiim. Since Jesus has chosen the poor in spiliet
His subjects and said, “Fear not, little flock, fors your Father's good pleasure to give you khrey-
dom,” we see how true it is that they are blessed.
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The rule of the kingdom is such as only the poospmit will endure To them it is an easy yoke
from which they have no wish to be released. Te @gbod all the glory is no burden to them. To cease
from self is no hard command. The place of lowlsssits them, the service of humiliation they count
an honor! They can say with the psalmist (Psa 331Surely | have behaved and quieted myself as a
child that is weaned of his mother: my soul is easra weaned child.” Self-denial and humility, whic
are main duties of Christ’s kingdom, are easy aéalthose who are poor in spirit. A humble mind leve
humble duties and is willing to kiss the least feawvhich grows in the Valley of Humiliation. But to
others, a fair show in the flesh is a great atipacand self-exaltation the main object of life. rCiav-
ior's declaration, “Except you are converted, aegddme as little children, you shall not enter itite
kingdom of heaven,” is an iron rule which shuts allibut the poor in spirit! But, at the same tiihes a
gate of pearl which admits all who are of that elotar.

The privileges of the kingdom are such as onlysttigtually poor will value.To others, they are as
pearls cast before swine. The self-righteous catkimg for pardon, though it cost the Redeemer His
life’s blood. They have no care for regeneratidmugh it is the greatest work of the Holy SpiritndA
they set no store by sanctification, though ithis Eather, Himself, who has made us meet to balpart
ers of the inheritance of the saints in light! Eantly the blessings of the covenant were meanthfer
poor in spirit—there is not one of them which woblklvalued by the Pharisee. A robe of righteousness
implies our nakedness. Manna from heaven impliedabk of earthly bread. Salvation is vanity if men
are in no danger. Mercy is a mockery if they aresiaful. The charter of the church is written ugbe
supposition that it is formed of the poor and neadg is without meaning if it is not so. Povertyspir-
it opens the eyes to see the preciousness of colvblessings. As an old Puritan said, “He thatderp
in spirit is an admirer of Christ. He has high tgbts of Christ, he sets a high value and appreciati
upon Christ, he hides himself in Christ’'s wounds,bdathes himself in His blood, he wraps himself in
His robe. He sees a spiritual dearth and famimuate, but he looks out to Christ and cries, ‘Lattow
me Yourself, and it suffices.” Now, inasmuch as ttord has made nothing in vain and since we find
that the privileges of the gospel kingdom are @litable to the poor in spirit, we may rest asstihed
for such they were prepared and to such they bélong

Moreover,it is clear that only those who are poor in spitit actually reign as kings unto Gotihe
crown of this kingdom will not fit every head. Iadt, it fits the brow of none but the poor in gpiNo
proud man reigns—he is the slave of his boasthwyserf of his own loftiness. The ambitious worldli
grasps after a kingdom, but he does not possessTbeehumble in heart are content and in that con-
tentment they are made to reign! High spirits hawerest—only the lowly heart has peace. To know
one’s self is the way to self-conquest—and selfee@st is the grandest of all victories! The woddHKs
out for a lofty, ambitious, stern, self-sufficienan and says he bears himself like a king andrysgry
truth, the real kings among their fellows are maak lowly like the Lord of all—and in their uncon-
sciousness of self lies the secret of their powae kings among mankind, the happiest, the most pow
erful, the most honorable, will one day be seebemot the Alexanders, Caesars and Napoleonshéut t
men akin to Him who washed the disciples’ feet—éhao in quietness lived for God and their fellow
men, unpretentious because conscious of theirrésjwnselfish because self was held in low esteem,
humble and devout because their own spiritual ggwdnove them out of themselves and led them to
rest alone upon the Lord! The time shall come wiléter and novelty will go for what they are worth
and then shall the poor in spirit be seen to hadethe kingdom!

The dominion awarded by this Beatitude to the po@pirit is no common onédt is the kingdom of
heaven, a heavenly dominion far excelling anythuigch can be obtained this side of the stars. An un
godly world may reckon the poor in spirit to be wanptible, but God writes them down among His
peers and princes. And His judgment is true andrfare to be esteemed than the opinions of men or
even of angels! Only as we are poor in spirit haeeany evidence that heaven is ours. But having tha
mark of blessedness, all things are ours, whettiegs present or things to come. To the poor intspi
belong all the security, honor and happiness wthiehgospel kingdom is calculated to give upon éarth
Even here below they may eat of its dainties withquestion and revel in its delights without fear.
Theirs are also the things not seen as yet, resdovduture revelation. Theirs the second adveTdirs
the glory, theirs the fifth great monarchy, theing resurrection, theirs the beatific vision, thetine
eternal ecstasy!
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“Poor in spirit.” The words sound as if they déised the owners of nothing, and yet they describe
the inheritors of all things! Happy poverty! Milhaires sink into insignificance! The treasureshs t
Indies evaporate in smoke while to the poor inispgmains a boundless, endless, faultless kingdom
which renders them blessed in the esteem of Him iwl@®od over all, blessed forever! And all this is
for the present life in which they mourn and needé comforted, hunger and thirst and need to be
filled. All this is for them while yet they are macuted for righteousness’ sake. What, then, maist b
their blessedness when they shall shine forth@suh in the kingdom of their Father and in theiwlsh
be fulfilled the promise of their Master and Lofth him that overcomes will | grant to sit with M
My throne, even as | also overcame, and am set dathnMy Father on His throne™?

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
MATTHEW 5:31-42.

[Continued from Sermon #3155, Volume 55.]

31, 32. It has been said, Whoever shall put away his wetehim give her a writing of divorcement:
but | say unto you, That whoever shall put awaywhie, saving for the cause of fornication, causes
to commit adultery: and whoever shall marry herttisadivorced commits adulteryhis time our King
guotes and condemns a permissive enactment okthish) State. Men were known to bid their wives,
“Begone,” and a hasty word was thought sufficientia act of divorce. Moses insisted upanatiting
of divorcement that angry passions might have time to cool #rat the separation, if it must come,
might be performed with deliberation and legal fality. The requirement of a writing was to a certai
degree a check upon an evil habit which was saingd in the people that to refuse it altogetheuld/o
have been useless—and would only have created exnotime. The law of Moses went as far as it
could practically be enforced. It was because eftthrdness of their hearts that divorce was t@drat
it was never approved.

But our Lord is more heroic in his legislation. fbebids divorce except for the one crime of infide
ity to the marriage vow. She who commits adultergs] by that act and deed, in effect break the mar-
riage bond—and it ought then to be formally recagdiby the State as being broken. But for nothing
else should a man be divorced from his wife. Mgeig for life and cannot be loosed except by tie o
great crime which severs its bowdhichever of the two is guilty of ©ur Lord would never have toler-
ated the wicked laws of certain of the Americant&davhich allow married men and women to separate
on the merest pretext. A woman divorced for anyseaaut adultery, and marrying again, is committing
adultery before God, whatever the laws of man nayitt This is very plain and positive—and thus a
sanctity is given to marriage which human legiskatought not to violate. Let us not be among those
who take up novel ideas of wedlock and seek tordethe marriage laws under the pretense of reform-
ing them. Our Lord knows better than our modernadaeformers. We had better let the laws of God
alone, for we shall never discover any better.

33-37. Again, you have heard that it has been said by tbeatd time, You shall not forswear your-
self, but shall perform unto the Lord your oathat bsay unto you, Swear not at all; neither of Ve,
for it is God’s throne: nor by the earth, for it iis footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is tbiey of
the great King. Neither shall you swear by yourdiézecause you cannot make one hair white or black.
But let your communication be, Yes, yes; No, nowlwatever is more than these comes of &alse
swearing was forbidden of old, but every kind ofeawng is forbidden now by the word of our Lord
Jesus. He mentions several forms of oath and ferhiem all—and then prescribes simple forms of af-
firmation or denial as all that His followers sho@mploy. Notwithstanding much that may be advanced
to the contrary, there is no evading the plain saighis passage—that every sort of oath, howseokr
emn or true, is forbidden to a follower of Jesudiather in court of law, or out of it, the rule iSwear
not at all.” Yet, in this Christian country we haseearing everywhere—argkpeciallyamong law-
makers! Our legislators begin their official existe by swearing. By those who obey the law of the
Savior’'s kingdom, all swearing is set aside so thatsimple word of affirmation or denial, calmb-r
peated, may remain as a sufficient bond of truttha®l man cannot be believed on his oath and a good
man speaks the truth without an oath—to what p@p®s$he superfluous custom of legal swearing pre-
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served? Christians should not yield to an evil @usthowever great the pressure put upon them! They
should abide by the plain and unmistakable comnaénideir Lord and King.

38. You have heard that it has been said, An eye faeyan and a tooth for a tootfihe law of an
eye for an eye, as administered in the proper safrtaw was founded in justice and worked far more
equitably than the more modern system of finesttat method allows rich men to offend with compar-
ative impunity. But when thiex talionis(an eye for an eyaame to be the rule of daily life, it fostered
revenge—and our Savior would not tolerate it agiacyple carried out by individuals. Good law in
court may be very bad custom in common societyspteke against what had become a proverb and
was heard and said among the peop¥®u’ have heard that it has been sai@ur loving King would
have private dealings ruled by the spirit of lownel @ot by the rule of law.

39. But | say unto you, That you resist not evil: babever shall smite you on your right cheek, turn
to him the other alsoNon-resistance and forbearance are to be thearnting Christians. They are to
endure personal ill-usage without coming to bloWsey are to be as the anvil when bad men are the
hammers, and thus they are to overcome by pategiveEness. The rule of the judgment seat is not fo
common life, but the rule of the cross and theeatluring sufferer is for us all. Yet how many reball
this as fanatical, Utopian and even cowardly? TaedLour King, would have us bear and forbear, and
conguer by mighty patience. Can we do it? How agdive servants of Christ if we have not His spirit?

40. And if any man will sue you at the law, and takeyawyour coat, let him have your cloak, also
Let him have all he asks and more. Better loseitao$iclothes than be drawn into a suit in law. The
courts of our Lord’s Day were vicious and His dides were advised to suffer wrong sooner than ap-
peal to them. Our own courts often furnish the stuneethod of solving a difficulty by authority, ane
have known them resorted to with the view of préwvenstrife. Yet even in a country where justice ca
be had, we are not to resort to law for every pekavrong. We should rather endure to be put upon
than be forever crying out, “I'll bring an action&t times this very rule of self-sacrifice may réguus
to take steps in the way of legal appeal, to stguries which would fall heavily upon others. Buéw
ought often to forego our own advantage, yes, aweyen the main motive would be a proud desire for
self-vindication. Lord, give me a patient spiria ghat | may not seek to avenge myself, even when |
might righteously do so!

41. And whoever shall compel you to go a mile, go \Wwith twa Governments in those days de-
manded forced service through their petty offic€isristians were to be of a yielding temper and laea
double exaction rather than provoke ill words andest. We ought not to evade taxation, but stand
ready to render to Caesar his due. “Yield” is oatalaword! To stand up against force is not examtly
part—we may leave that to others. How few belidwe Ibng-suffering, non-resistant doctrines of our
King!

42. Give to him that asks you, and from him that wdaddow of you turn not you awaRBe gener-
ous. A miser is no follower of Jesus. Discretiortode used in our giving, lest we encourage idisne
and beggary. But the general rule §jve to him that asks yduSometimes a loan may be more useful
than a gift, do not refuse it to those who will reakght use of it. These precepts are not meant for
fools—they are set before us as our general ruled—ehah rule is balanced by other Scriptural com-
mands and there is the teaching of a philanthropiamonsense to guide us. Our spirit is to be one of
readiness to help the needy by gift or loan—andareenot exceedingly likely to err by excess in this
direction—hence the boldness of the command.
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